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A 
n abundance of history and 
personal stories are woven 
into the fabric of Portland. 

So, to make sure the stories are not 
lost as generations of our residents 
pass on and memories begin to fade, 
here is one family’s story and a bit of 
history with links at the end of this 
article to learn more.  
 
For many of the Black residents of 
Eliot, the family stories begin outside 
of Oregon. The great migration from 
1917-1970 brought both Black and 
white residents of the South to states 
in the North, Midwest, and West. 
Looking for an opportunity and a bet-
ter life, many people landed in Ore-
gon during the swell of migration dur-
ing WWII because of the rise of ship-
building and other war-related indus-
tries. With the influx of people mov-
ing to Portland, the city had to find a 
place for all these new residents to 
live.  
 
According to the Oregon Encyclope-
dia, “the Portland City Council creat-
ed HAP (Housing Authority of Port-
land) on December 11, 1941, just four 
days after the Japanese attacked Pearl 
Harbor. Its mission was to rebuild the 
city's sprawl of rundown housing and 
to create new housing for the workers 
who were arriving from all over the 
country. In response to the housing 
shortage, shipyard industrialist Henry 
Kaiser purchased land on the Colum-
bia Slough and worked with the U.S. 
Maritime Commission in 1942 to 
build apartment buildings in what 
would become Vanport City. HAP, 
left out of the initial negotiations, 
agreed to manage the project. In just 
two years, the agency reportedly pro-
vided housing for 72,000 people who 
worked in the shipyards and related 
industries.” Vanport was an integrated 
city and many of the Black residents 
were living with less discrimination 
than in the South.  
 
The approximately 700 acres of low-
lying land between the Columbia Riv-
er and the Columbia River Slough to 
the north and south, and Denver Ave 
and Smith Lake to the east and west 
were initially called Kaiserville. Be-
coming Oregon’s second-largest city, 
Vanport was the largest wartime 
housing development in the United 
States. It was built in just 110 days. 
At its height, it housed 42,000 people 
in 9,922 apartments. When disaster 
struck, 15,000 people still lived with-
in the city, which was vulnerable to 
floods. 
 
On May 30, 1948, the dike just east of 
Smith Lake broke causing the devas-
tating Vanport flood. Residents were 
only given 15 minutes to gather any 
belongings and make their way out of 

the city before the waters rushed in. 
Many drowned, all lost their homes, 
and lives were disrupted and changed 
forever.  
 
Now they had to find new places to 
live. Many of the Black families that 
lived in Vanport moved to the Eliot 
neighborhood as north and northeast 
Portland were virtually the only areas 
of the city where Blacks could reside. 
Redlining and restrictive covenants 
and discriminatory bank practices 
made for few options for Blacks that 
wanted to purchase homes. For clari-
fication, redlining was a government 
sponsored rating system that predomi-
nantly prevented minority borrows 
from getting mortgages in their neigh-
borhoods by deeming lending in those 
neighborhoods as “hazardous”. Re-
strictive covenants were enforceable 
language written on the title docu-
ments of property that prevented the 
house from being sold to people of 
certain races, primarily preventing 
black ownership. 

 
The Oregon Historical Society’s quar-
terly review focused on these topics 
in their third issue of 2018. In Greta 
Smith’s article, “‘Congenial Neigh-
bors’: Restrictive Covenants and Res-
idential Segregation in Portland, Ore-
gon”, she lays out the history of red-
lining in Portland and specifically in 
the Albina neighborhood where Eliot 
is located. A majority of Portland’s 
Black families already lived in Albina 
by 1939 because of redlining and 
these restrictive covenants so the 
city’s decision of Albina was an obvi-
ous choice for location. 
 
Smith continues, “During the early to 
mid-twentieth century, racial restric-
tive covenants prevented people of 
color, particularly African Americans, 
from buying and owning property in 
Portland and other American cities. 
These restrictive covenants were writ-
ten into property title deeds, their use 
supported by private homeowners, 
landowners, real estate boards, real-
tors, banks, and local neighborhood 
associations. Restrictive covenants 
commonly forbade multiple-use 
dwellings such as apartment houses; 
the manufacture, sale, or use of alco-
hol; the construction of commercial-
use buildings; the raising of chickens 

(See HISTORY, page 9) 

By Sue Stringer 

 

One Street, Five Generations 
and Infinite Life Lessons 

An Innovative Home Ownership Option 
By Mike Warwick 

T 
here isn’t anything about the 
building at 2021-2025 NE Rod-
ney to indicate it is unconven-

tional, but there is. It is the way the 
current owners financed its purchase 
for an affordable price and how that 
good fortune will be “paid forward.”  
 
Typically, a home is purchased on a 
“fee simple” basis. You own the 
home, the land it sits on, and are free 
to do with it what you will – within 
the limits of local zoning and building 
regulations. One of the most important 
benefits of this form of ownership is 
that the owner is entitled to all profits 
upon the sale of the home. Barriers to 
homeownership are a leading cause of (See PROUD GROUND, page 8) 

Eliot Neighborhood Association 
General Meeting 

Monday April 19, 7:00pm  
via Zoom 

Highlights: 

 Legacy Emanuel discusses development plans for 
Hill Block at N Russell and Williams 

 Vote on updates to bylaws 

 Learn about issues and events in Eliot 

 Share your ideas and talents and see where you 
can help us to give back to the community 

 All residents and business employees in Eliot can 
participate in bringing issues to the discussion and 
vote on any motions. 

We hope to see you there! 

Zoom meeting info can be found on our website at https://
eliotneighborhood.org/category/meeting-agenda/ 

Proud Ground homes on NE Rod-
ney. Photo credit Mike Warwick 

“Everybody has a story and 
everybody has value to 
them. Everybody has some 
good in them and you can 
learn something from every-
body. You have to be willing 
to learn.” Francine Clark-
Tessitore 

https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/housing_authority_of_portland/
https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/housing_authority_of_portland/
https://www.ohs.org/research-and-library/oregon-historical-quarterly/back-issues/upload/Smith_Congenial-Neighbors_Fall-2018.pdf
https://www.ohs.org/research-and-library/oregon-historical-quarterly/back-issues/upload/Smith_Congenial-Neighbors_Fall-2018.pdf
https://eliotneighborhood.org/category/meeting-agenda/
https://eliotneighborhood.org/category/meeting-agenda/
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Eliot Neighborhood Association 
The Eliot Neighborhood Association represents a geographic area of the city. 
We want everyone to feel welcome on the streets, parks, schools, homes and 
businesses in Eliot. That includes those that live in the area now, those that 
have been displaced from the area and those that are merely visiting.  
 
The Eliot Neighborhood Association is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization whose members 
are the residents and business owners of the Eliot Neighborhood. Its purpose is to inform 
Eliot residents about issues affecting the neighborhood through meetings, newsletters 
and other activities. Members of the neighborhood association must be over 14 years old 
and live, own property, have a business, or represent a nonprofit within the 
neighborhood. The Eliot Neighborhood Association was founded in 1969. It is recognized 
by the City of Portland, is a member of the Northeast Coalition of Neighborhoods, Inc., 
and its members represent Eliot on other committees. 

Eliot Board 
Co-Chair - Allan Rudwick – arudwick@gmail.com 503-703-3910 

Co-Chair - Jimmy Wilson – jwilsonassoc@yahoo.com 503-740-5923 

Recorder - Jennifer Wilcox - Jennifer.wilcox@cascadiabhc.com  

Treasurer - Sue Stringer – sstringer22@gmail.com 520-260-1554 

Lead Community Outreach – Patricia Montgomery needachange@comcast.net 503-758-1263 

Vice Community Outreach -Shireen Hasan - shihas_2005@yahoo.com  

 Johnny Engleheart-Noel - johnengleheart@gmail.com 

 Harrison Osbourn - hosbourn@yahoo.com 

 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 
 LUTC Chair - Brad Baker— bradmbak@gmail.com 415-385-0875 

 LUTC Vice Chair - Allan Rudwick—arudwick@gmail.com  503-703-3910 

 Phil Conti – pconti@lwocorp.com 503-281-1378 

 

Committees: 
Webmaster - Sue Stringer (Interim) 

NECN Rep - Jimmy Wilson 

Livability Team Chair—Jody Guth - jodyguth@gmail.com  

Eliot Monthly Meetings 

Meetings of the Eliot Neighborhood Association are held on the third Monday of 
each month at 6:30 pm St. Philip the Deacon Church, 120 NE Knott Street (due 
to COVID-19 mandatory guidelines, check agenda online for Virtual Meeting 

information at https://eliotneighborhood.org/category/meeting-agenda/ ). It’s a 

great opportunity to meet your neighbors, stay informed, help build a stronger 
community, and have input into city decisions that may effect you. 

All meetings are open to the public. All meetings are held at St Philip the Dea-
con Church 120 NE Knott Street (at the corner of Knott St. and Rodney Ave.) 

Building is ADA accessible. 

Land Use Meeting - April 12, 7:00-8:30pm 

General Assembly Neighborhood Meeting - April 19, 7:00-8:30pm  

Land Use Meeting - May 10, 7:00-8:30pm 

Neighborhood Meeting – May 17, 7:00-8:30pm 

Land Use Meeting - June 14, 7:00-8:30pm 

Neighborhood Meeting - June 21, 7:00-8:30pm 

For agendas and more information, see www.eliotneighborhood.org 

 
Eliot News 
Eliot News is published four times a year by the Eliot Neighborhood Association. 
It is mailed free of charge to every address in the neighborhood. It does not 
have an ISBN or ISSN. 

 ●Editor and Layout -Sue Stringer - news@eliotneighborhood.org 520-260-1554 

 ●Business Bulk Delivery – Susan Bailey baileywick97212@msn.com 503-284-7010  

Rights to articles are retained by the author. Opinions of the authors do not 

necessarily reflect the official positions of the Eliot Neighborhood Association. 

Letters to the editor, suggestions or comments: news@eliotneighborhood.org 

ELIOT NEWS AD RATES 

The Eliot News has a circulation of about 3,400 and is mailed quarterly to all of the 
homes and businesses in the Eliot neighborhood.  

Ad deadlines are 3/8, 6/8, 9/8, and 12/8.  

Category Size  1x 2x 3x 4x 

1/16 Page 4.9” W x 1.8” H $42 $76 $104 $126 

1/8 Page 4.9” W x 3.8” H $84 $152 $208 $252 

1/4 Page 4.9” W x 7.8” H $168 $305 $416 $504 

1/2 Page 10” W x 7.8” H $355 $645 $880 $1,067 

Full Page 10” W x 15.8” H $710 $1,291 $1,760 $2,134 

Printed on recycled paper 

Website: eliotneighborhoood.org ◊       :@EliotNeighborhd  
: Eliot Neighborhood ◊       : eliotneighborhood 

Letter from the Editor 
By Sue Stringer 

                 TABLE OF CONTENTS  

Innovative Home Ownership 1 

Eliot Family Story of Perseverance 1 

New Art Installation on MLK/Russell 3 

Letter from the Co-Chair 3 

Letter from the LUTC Chair 3 

Adopt a Block Update 3 

Lady Bug Nature Walks 4 

Better Half Sandwiches 5 

Smokin’ Fire Fish 5 

Lonesome Pictopia 7 

What’s So Scary about RIP? 7 

Righting a Historic Wrong 8 

Boise Eliot Native Garden Update 10 

Gladys McCoy Garden Update 10 

BES Offers Neighborhood Grants 10 

PICA Bloom Fundraiser 11 

Friends of Trees Continues to Give  11 

Active Listings Bed Bath Sq Ft Price 

74 NE Ivy 4 3 2384 $650,000 

Pending Listings         

163 NE Graham 4 2 2843 $860,000 

Sold Listings     

51 NE Fremont 1 1 870 $400,000  

35 NE Morris  5 2 2060 $435,000  

18 NE Cook  3 2.1 1792 $550,000  

76 NE Graham 4 3 2662 $582,000  

2403 NE 7th 3 2.1 2543 $638,000  

437 NE Graham 4 3.1 2761 $727,000  

87 NE Morris 6 4 3766 $890,000  

W 
ell, here we are in spring 
again. Looking back at last 
year’s issue we had no idea 

we would be shutting down the city 
for more than a year. We have lost 
many businesses but we have gained 
some too—restaurants and interior 
design to name a few. There are some 
interesting articles about the origin 
story of a few of these new business-
es.  

I think the thing that stands out most 
is my appreciation for the connec-
tions I have been able to make during 
this past year. With the shutdown, 
Zoom came in and made it possible to 
reach out to old friends and for me, to 
make some new ones.  

I really appreciate the time and the 
openness that the Shaw-Harris-Clark 
family shared with me. Family histo-
ry and stories are so important to doc-
ument. The insight into what was im-
posed on the Black residents of our 
city is glaring when you can see the 
impacts it had on people you know.  

ou may think you already know the 
history, but there are more details 
about how the city developed its sys-
tems to continue discrimination and 
segregation that were new to me. The 
fact that Vanport was the largest pub-
lic housing development in the U.S. 
and the second-largest city in Oregon 
was shocking.  

 Eliot has so many new residents and 
one of my personal goals of this pa-
per is to educate and inform everyone 
about the history and how we ended 
up where we are today. We have 
many new apartment buildings, a 

growing number of businesses, a 
growing population, changing de-
mographics, and people who have 
been displaced but still feel a connec-
tion to this neighborhood. Trying to 
make sure all of these people feel rec-
ognized and that the city is doing its 
job to move the city forward while 
also being respectful is a daunting 
challenge. We can do our part by get-
ting to know each other better and 
what we want for our neighborhood 
that honors everyone who lives here 
today and those who lived here before 
too.  

So get involved, make connections and 
reach out to someone you may not normal-
ly start a conversation with and if you want 
to talk, call or email me: 520-260-1554, 
news@eliotneighborhood.org 

https://eliotneighborhood.org/category/meeting-agenda/
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W 
ith the tough last year 
we’ve had, I’m trying to 
find ways to stay hope-

ful and find things that bring me 
joy. Something that I’m excited 
about in Eliot is that it looks like 
we may be welcoming many new 
neighbors soon.  
 
The Songbird building, at the cor-
ner of North Williams and Tilla-
mook, was recently completed. 
This building has 61 affordable 
homes. I’m joyously imagining 61 
new families moving to the neigh-
borhood and seeing new faces 
around. It’s great that these are 
affordable too since it’ll mean 
more people will be able to enjoy 
the amenities of our neighborhood 
and the proximity to downtown.  
 

There were also two developments 
proposed on the south end of the 
Flint overpass. The first one, 
called Analog, will have 130 
homes. The next one, right next 
door, is being led by Albina Vision 
Trust and will have 120 affordable 
homes and a theater. Both of these 
will bring a lot of life and vibrancy 
to the southwest part of our neigh-
borhood.  
 
There are several other projects in 
earlier stages that will also bring 
us more neighbors and new faces 
to welcome into the neighborhood. 
Hopefully, by the time we’re 
through this pandemic and can 
spend time with people again, 
we’ll have more people to share 
our time and neighborhood with.  

T 
he beginning of the end of 
the pandemic. A return 
from social isolation. A 

year of protest. A year of reflec-
tion. America and more locally 
Eliot has a huge opportunity ahead 
of us. Things won’t be the same as 
they were in 2019, but the future is 
bright: vaccines are coming. While 
the rollout has been inequitable I 
am optimistic that the rate of vac-
cination is reaching an inflection 
point. Schools will reopen soon. 
Restaurants and in-person busi-
nesses will come back in the not 
too distant future. Masks might 
fall by the wayside as soon as this 
summer. I can’t wait. 
 
The past year has been a magnify-
ing glass on the inequalities in our 
society. I have been privileged 
enough to have my kids in day-
care, my job switched to remote, 
and my life somewhat normal. The 
main thing my family has lost out 
on is social contact with our 
friends and family. I haven’t host-
ed dinner parties for an entire year, 
and hardly anyone has been inside 
my house. It has been a hard year 
for me mentally and emotionally. 
However, when I look outside it is 
obvious how many other people 
have had a much harder year than 
I have.  
 
I see an expanding population of 
people living outside while hous-
ing prices have gone up faster than 
any time in recent memory. I see a 
city that seems unable to meet the 
scale of the problem and am 
thankful for volunteers who are 
trying to fill the gap. People are 
out on our streets, and they are 
hurting.  

Protests have called out the way 
we police public space. Some have 
been calling for the need for 
change for years, but now many 
more are aware of this need. Some 
want to abolish the existing system 
and start over while others want to 
try at reform.  
 
Racial injustices have become 
more obvious as well. Participat-
ing in a few marches and witness-
ing quite a number more, I have 
come to realize that the scars of 
the past are not just past injustices. 
I recently came across this 1964 
Malcolm X quote: “If you stick a 
knife in my back nine inches and 
pull it out six inches, there's no 
progress. If you pull it all the way 
out that's not progress. Progress is 
healing the wound that the blow 
made. And they haven't even 
pulled the knife out, much less 
heal the wound. They won't even 
admit the knife is there.” We have 
work to do to right past wrongs, 
and we have work to do to fix the 
unjust systems that continue to 
harm Black Portlanders and other 
marginalized groups to this day. 
 
Confronting this hard year and un-
derstanding problems in our neigh-
borhood has led to some conten-
tiousness in our board meetings 
lately. I have let a few conversa-
tions go long to allow people on 
all sides to speak, even if it is un-
comfortable. I hope to continue the 
dialog. I hope that it is helping 
people gain a wider appreciation 
for their fellow people. Their 
neighbors.  

Letter from an Eliot Co-Chair 
By Allan Rudwick 

Letter from the LUTC Chair:  
Affordable Housing Coming Soon 
By Brad Baker 

A 
hhh… Spring! Not many 6-
letter words evoke as much 
joy and promise. It certain-
ly was a long, cold, chal-

lenging winter, and picking up bag 
after bag of garbage isn't particularly 
fun - not when it's 35 degrees of rain, 
sleet, and wind...but like the postal 
service, the Eliot Adopt-a-Block gang 
persevered. Hard work, but the results 
are oh, so worth it when you walk 
down a sidewalk or street and don't 
have to step over broken glass, tossed 
fast-food cups, straws, and wrappers, 
cigarette butts, abandoned face masks 
and, well...you get the picture.  
 
Along with the rest of humanity, our 
industrious crew is looking forward to 
sunnier, more temperate days. It can 
even be a fun excuse to socialize with 
your neighbor if you get them to tag 
along or better yet, join our posse of 
30 or so neighborhood trash picker-
uppers and adopt a street of your own. 
You can each share the time and 
pickup together, and/or ask for a hand 
with your block when you're out of 
town/on vacation. We've been slowly 
adding members for the past 3 years, 
and our efforts have certainly im-
proved the look of Eliot's streets. Un-
fortunately, it's a never-ending battle, 
and we would love to have your help.  
 
If you'd like to join you only need to 
call me, Jody, at 503-331-1511 
(landline) or 971-302-8594 (text) and 
I'll provide you with bags, gloves, and 
how to get rid of those eventually full 
Solve bags. I'll also sign you up to be 
entered into a quarterly drawing 
where your chances of winning a 
$100.00 gift certificate to New Sea-
sons is pretty dang good. Incentives 
are nice, but not as nice as knowing 
you're helping out your community, 
getting exercise (no need for further 
squats), and not having to look at 
splayed items described in paragraph 
one (Yay!). If you must, you may also 
email, but a warning, I'm much more 
prompt with the phone. jody-
guth@gmail.com 
 
Kaitlyn Anderson and Sara Stout are 
our latest new members. Kaitlyn lives 

on Sacramento and has adopted her 
own street while Sara who lives on 
Thompson has taken on Rodney be-
tween Sacramento and Russell. Both 
streets have needed a dedicated 
adopter and I couldn't be happier to 
have two more hard-working women 
on the team.   
 
Also, to those who live near sewer 
drains, it would be most helpful if you 
could be mindful of trash and leaves 
blocking those grates. Winter and 
spring rains WILL bring flooding, and 
keeping them clear will prevent the 
worst of it from affecting not only 
surrounding homes up and down-
stream but particularly your own! An 
excellent example of this done well is 
at the southeast corner of Sacramento 
and Rodney.  

And now without further ado....our 
latest winner from the spring drawing 
is Michael Schwern. Michael lives on 
Rodney and Tillamook and has 
picked up all over Eliot on his walks 
but currently is concentrating on Han-
cock. Really pleased to have such a 
hard worker on board.  Congratula-
tions, Michael!  
 

 
See you on the streets… 

By Jody Guth 

Join Adopt-a-Block Team: You and Eliot 
Will Reap the Benefits 

Watch This Space for a New Art Installation 

D 
o you recognize this build-
ing? In past years the 
board has talked about get-

ting a mural or some art installed 
on this wall. It is where NE Rus-
sell Street ends on Martin Luther 
King Jr Blvd. Baileywick Proper-
ties is working on a new art instal-
lation on the building. Stay tuned 
for more details in the next issue.  

Also, in our next issue we will 
have a map of all the art and mu-
rals in the neighborhood. If you 
have a favorite mural,  we’d like it 
if you could email a photo and  
location or just the intersection to 
news@eliotneighborhood.org and 
we’ll add it to the map.  

By Sue Stringer and Mike Warwick 

A clean sewer drain that prevents 
clogs. We’d like to see more like 
this! Photo credit Jody Guth 
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By Portland Parks & Recreation  

2021 Ladybug Nature 
Walks have begun! Join us! 

W 
alks resumed the first 
week of February 2021. 
The schedule is listed 

below. Please make sure to read all 
COVID-19 requirements if you 
plan to register for a walk this win-
ter or spring! 

Ladybug Nature Walks  

Ladybug Nature Walks are a way 
for children ages 0-6 (and an adult) 
to explore a local Portland park. 
Nature educators guide families to 
notice plants and animals. Walks 
are child-directed and open-ended. 
Nature educators walk with the 
children in small groups. Children 
learn through questions, observa-
tion, and play. Groups move slow-
ly through the park, stopping often. 
In this way, children have time to 
notice the plants and animals 
around them. If we have extra time 
we might also read a story, sing a 
song, or use puppets for imagina-
tive play. 

Walks last one hour. Content is 
geared for children ages 18 months
-6 years. (Younger siblings under 
18 months are welcome. Please 
give us their names and ages when 
prompted during registration.)  

While exploring with a nature edu-
cator, children borrow a small La-
dybug backpack containing a few 
tools that are easy to clean: 

 Magnifying lens 
 Small plastic tub with a lid 
 Metal Spoon 
 Laminated color wheel for 

matching 
 Plastic Bug box 
 Plastic paintbrush 
 Small toy insect for imagina-

tive play 
 
For more information, email      
enviroed@portlandoregon.gov     
or call 503-823-1149. 

We offer weekly walks for the gen-
eral public, but we ask that pre-
school groups, classrooms, and or-
ganizations with more than five 
children schedule a customized 
group Ladybug Walk. Find infor-
mation about customized group 
Ladybug Walks here.   

https://www.portland.gov/parks/
environmental-education/ladybug-
nature-walks-customized-group-
walks 

 

Program changes during 
the COVID-19 pandemic 

Ladybug Walks have some new 
guidelines to comply with COVID-
19 protocols. If you are interested 

in participating, please read details 
carefully. 

We will be offering two walks 
each day of programming (except 
during the last two weeks when the 
weather is much colder). Please 
make sure you are registering for 
the correct walk.  

 Walk 1  -  9:30-10:30am 

 Walk 2  -  11am-Noon 

There are 14 participant spots 
available for each walk (this num-
ber does not include the adults at-
tending). 

All children and adults will need to 
be able to follow these guidelines 
to participate in a walk: 

 Registration is required. All 
children 18 months - 6 years 
must register. List information 
about the adult attending and 
any younger siblings coming 
along during registration.  

 Group sizes are limited. Walks 
are for children ages birth 
through 6 and their caregivers 
or parents.   

 Physical distancing is re-
quired. Everyone must stay 
6' feet apart from people not 
living in the same household.  

 Face coverings are required for 
everyone age three and older 
(3+). Face coverings must cov-
er the nose and mouth. If your 
3-6 year old is not yet able to 
wear a mask, start practicing 
now so they are ready.  

 Signed liability waiver is re-
quired. A COVID-19 waiver 
must be completed for every-
one during the registration pro-
cess. (A waiver signed for a 
child also covers the parent 
who signs the waiver. Adults 
who are not the parent will 
need to sign the waiver once on 
site.) 

 You will be screened for symp-
toms when you arrive. Our 
staff will be screening every-
one arriving for COVID-like 
symptoms on the day of the 
walk. If you are sick, please 
withdraw from the program to 
keep others safe. You will re-
ceive a full refund as long as 
you withdraw before the start 
time of your walk. Withdraw 
online or contact 503-823-
1149 .  

 Children and adults will wash 
hands or sanitize hands before 
receiving and after handing in 
the backpacks. Tools are sani-
tized between walks and shar-
ing is kept to a minimum. We 
will have hand washing sta-
tions and hand sanitizer availa-
ble for use.  

Upcoming Walks: Times, 
Dates, and Locations 

Walks take place rain or shine. We 
are outside 100% of the time. 
Please dress both children and 
adults in warm layers and rain 

Ladybug Nature Walks for Kids 6 and Under—Spring & Summer Schedule 

coats and rain boots during the 
cold and wet months. We suggest 
hats and mittens and a full change 
of clothes just in case your little 
one is a puddle stomper.  

Please arrive five minutes early to 
get screened, checked in, and con-
nected to your nature educa-
tor. Locations vary each week. We 
try to schedule walks in Northwest, 
Southwest, North, Northeast, and 
Southeast Portland each month. Do 
you have a suggestion for a Port-
land park that would be a good lo-
cation for your family? Let us 
know!  

To find times and location of the 
walks or to register click/navigate 
to the links below! 

https://www.portland.gov/parks/
environmental-education/ladybug-
nature-walks#toc-upcoming-walks-
times-dates-and-locations 
 

When registering your child, you 
will be prompted to give the name 
and phone number of the adult at-
tending the walk. Only children 
ages 2-6 will be charged the fee.  

 

But wait, there’s more…  

Portland Park & Recreation will be 
running nine weeks of our Sum-
mer Nature Day Camps too, begin-
ning June 21. 

These camps are for children age 5
-12 and take place at six different 
parks throughout the city. (We 
schedule camps at two parks each 
week, rotating through Mt Tabor 
Park, Powell Butte, Pier Park, 
Hoyt Arboretum, Whitaker 
Ponds Natural Area, and Sellwood 
Park/Oaks Bottom.) 

Camps will be run using COVID-
19 safety guidelines for Emergen-
cy Child Care put out by Oregon’s 
Early Learning Division. 

All information can be found 
here: https://www.portland.gov/
parks/environmental-education/
nature-day-camp 

Contact: Chrissy Larson  
Environmental Education Coordi-
nator, Early Childhood/Youth  
chrissy.larson@portlandoregon.gov 
503-823-1149 

Families participating in the Lady-
bug Nature Walks. Photo courtesy 
Chrissy Larson, Portland Parks & 
Recreation 

https://www.portland.gov/parks/environmental-education/ladybug-nature-walks-customized-group-walks
https://www.portland.gov/parks/environmental-education/ladybug-nature-walks-customized-group-walks
https://www.portland.gov/parks/environmental-education/ladybug-nature-walks-customized-group-walks
https://www.portland.gov/parks/environmental-education/ladybug-nature-walks-customized-group-walks
https://www.portland.gov/parks/environmental-education/ladybug-nature-walks-customized-group-walks
https://www.portland.gov/parks/environmental-education/ladybug-nature-walks#toc-upcoming-walks-times-dates-and-locations
https://www.portland.gov/parks/environmental-education/ladybug-nature-walks#toc-upcoming-walks-times-dates-and-locations
https://www.portland.gov/parks/environmental-education/ladybug-nature-walks#toc-upcoming-walks-times-dates-and-locations
https://www.portland.gov/parks/environmental-education/ladybug-nature-walks#toc-upcoming-walks-times-dates-and-locations
https://www.portland.gov/parks/environmental-education/nature-day-camp
https://www.portland.gov/parks/environmental-education/nature-day-camp
https://www.portland.gov/parks/environmental-education/nature-day-camp
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Come worship with us 

“You are invited  

and welcome” 

 

Sunday services at 10:00am 
 

A Historic African-American and Diverse Community 
Celebrating 100 Years of Ministry 
 

120 NE Knott Street (corner of Knott and Rodney) 
503-281-5802 ♦ www.stphilipthedeacon.org ♦ office@stphilipthedeacon.org 

Dining and Drinking in Eliot 

Breakfast/Coffee/Cafés     

Compass Coffee Roasting 3290 N Vancouver (888) 723-2007 

Dawn Patrol Coffee 670 N Russell (971) 271-8151 

Little Gotham Coffee 722 N Page St  

Pine State Biscuits 125 NE Schuyler  (503) 719-5357 

Tiny’s Café  2031 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 467-4199 

TwentySix Café 2723 NE 7th  (503) 284-6033  

Bars/Taverns      

Bill Ray’s Dive  2210 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 287-7254 

Cartside Tap House 1825 N Williams (503) 327-8234 

Cliff’s PDX 128 NE Russell  (503) 327-8234 

Ex Novo 2326 N Flint (503) 894-8251 

Labrewatory 670 N Russell (971) 271-8151 

Sloan’s Tavern  36 N Russell  (503) 287-2262 

Waypost  3120 N Williams  (503) 367-3182 

Whey Bar 2225 NE MLK Jr. (503) 284-3366 

White Eagle Saloon 836 N Russell  (503) 282-6810 

Groceries and Markets    

Chuck’s Market, J&S Grocery 2415 N Williams  (503) 281-6269 

Knott St Grocery 2709 N 7th  (503) 284-7490 

Merkato Ethiopian Food Store 2605 NE MLK Jr. (503) 331-9283 

New Seasons Market  3445 N Williams  (503) 528-2888 

Shop N Go Mini Mart 2858 N Williams  (971) 506-5875 

Lunch/Dinner    

Better Half PDX 25 NE Fremont (971) 347-3152 

Izakaya Kichinto 102 NE Russell (971) 255-0169 

Killer Burer 325 NE Russell (503) 477-6881 

Ko Sisters Seoul Food 1825 N Williams (503) 267-3918 

Let’s Roll Sushi PDX 1825 N Williams (503) 716-0126 

Lottie and Zula’s 120 NE Russell  (503) 333-6923 

L’Unico Italian Street Food 1825 N Williams (415) 430-5472 

Mumbo Gumbo PDX 1825 N Williams (503) 999-0819 

OX 2225 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 284-3366 

Papa’s Soul Food Kitchen Cart 1 3441 N Vancouver (971) 804-6004 

Pastas 3441 N Vancouver (503) 832-8197 

The People’s Pig 3217 N Williams (503) 282-2800  

Pepe Chile Taqueria & Catering 3441 N Vancouver  (503) 281-3340 

Poblano Pepper Mexican Food 1825 N Williams (503) 597-5694 

Pocket Pub 2719 NE 7th Ave (503) 287-3645 

Popeye’s  3120 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 281-8455 

PP Thai Food Cart 1825 N Williams (503) 896-8855 

Queen of Sheba 2413 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 287-6302 

Sizzle Pie 125 NE Schuyler (503) 234-7437 

Smokin Fire Fish 668 N Russell (503) 432-8661 

Sparky’s Pizza  2434 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 282-3000  

Tamale Boy 668 N Russell (503) 477-6706 

Thai MLK 2222 OR 99E (MLK) (971) 915-9246 

Thai Palace Food Cart 3441 N Vancouver (503) 954-8011 

Thai Time Food Cart 3441 N Vancouver (971) 335-8253 

Yaba Yabaa Mediterranean 1825 N Williams (503) 754-8667 

Better Half Sandwiches… 
Though You Might Want to 
Eat the Whole Thing 
By Sue Stringer 

A 
t 25 N Fremont, just north 
of New Seasons, sits a 
new sandwich shop with 

something for everyone. Better 
Half Sandwiches recently opened 
by first-time restaurant owners 
Alan Osborn and Kelly Haarsager. 
Alan grew up in Portland and 
Kelly moved here from Austin, 
Texas. The couple first met work-
ing at Whole Foods and both have 
experience in the restaurant indus-
try and grocery retail.  
 
Their dream, besides getting mar-
ried when travel restrictions final-
ly lift, has been to open their own 
restaurant. It has taken two years, 
but that dream became reality in 
January of 2020 when they leased 
the space with a lot of potential 
and a nice patio space too. They 
planned to open in April but, be-
cause of COVID-19, their plans 
were postponed until July. Lucki-
ly, by that time, the want and need 
for takeout, a hankering for a good 
sandwich, and the opening of Bet-
ter Half all aligned.   
 
Better Half Sandwiches offers 
breakfast sandwiches and 
lunchtime sandwiches and other 
options too. Any sandwich you 
choose can be made with meat-
based options, has a vegan coun-
terpart, and many sandwiches can 
be made gluten-free. As they say, 

“We want to create a space where 
all of the options are delicious, 
and everyone can enjoy a tasty 
sandwich without compromise.”  
 
All the vegan meats are made in-
house and the combinations of 
ingredients are a mix of traditional 
and creative. They also offer 
soups and salads and house ranch 
seasoned chips and fries.  
 
Currently, Better Half is open 
Monday through Saturday from 
8:30 am – 3:00 pm. Stop by soon 
and enjoy a tasty sandwich. You 
can find the menu on their website 
at betterhalfpdx.com. Call 971-
347-3152 and order takeout or 
have your sandwiches delivered 
by Postmates.  
 
Better Half 
25 N  Fremont 
www.betterhalfpdx.com 
971-347-3152 

Smokin’ Fire Fish Saved by Collaboration 
with Tamale Boy in their Ghost Kitchen 
By Sue Stringer 

C 
hris Cha, the owner of Smokin’ 
Fire Fish was almost put out of 
business because of COVID-

19, but the king of collaboration and 
kindness, Jaime Soltero of Tamale 
Boy offered his take on a ghost kitch-
en at the 668 N Russell location.  
  
With the use of Tamale Boy’s kitchen, 
the Hawaiian poke, plate lunches with 
shoyu chicken, and kalua pig are be-
ing offered for take out and Eliot 
scores another great restaurant.  

The two will collaborate more later 
this year when they offer a new con-
cept with a mix of the two cultures.  
  
Soltero also plans on opening a third 
brand at the Russell Street location 
later this year, Tortas de Mexico fea-
turing cemita buns from Dos Her-
manos bakery. Working together to 
make better options and a brighter 
future is what’s it all about.  
 

Smokin’ Fire Fish 
11-4 Mon-Fri, Closed Sat-Sun 
https://www.smokinfirefish.com/ 

Alan Osborn and Kelly Haarsager owners of Better Half on the sunny 
patio outside the restaurant. Photo courtesy Alan Osborn and Kelly 
Haarsager 

https://www.betterhalfpdx.com
https://www.smokinfirefish.com/
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D 
oes spring make you want to 
redecorate your house? Ever 
want to make your wall space 

pop with a design that speaks to you 
and honors the nature surrounding 
you? Melanie Nead accomplishes that 
with her company, Lonesome Picto-
pia. The custom wallpaper company 
has recently ramped up and the studio 
is in Lower Albina on N Russell 
Street.  
 
Melanie has spent most of her adult 
working life on the short block of N 
Russell between Albina and Missis-
sippi. After graduating from Lewis & 
Clark College with a degree in Eng-
lish and a minor in Art, she decided to 
take a year off to decide what her next 
steps were. She had her goals set on 
graduate school, but she wanted to 
make sure before making that com-
mitment.  
 
In 1999, Dustin Ranck founded Icon 
Tattoo. Melanie got her first tattoo 
from him that year and then discov-
ered she liked designing tattoos and 
ended up creating tattoo designs for 
some friends. Seeing these designs, 
Dustin offered her a tattoo apprentice-
ship during her sophomore year in 
college. She brushed the idea aside 
since she was determined to be an 
English professor. However, during 
her year after college, she revisited 
the idea. Melanie decided that she 
would try tattooing and fell in love 
with that art form. In 2009 she bought 
Icon Tattoo and moved it to 813 N 
Russell. She ultimately sold it to two 
friends who have kept it in the same 
location.  
 
Melanie took her skill from practicing 
the ancient craft of tattooing to pre-
serving the applied art of wallpaper. 
Her husband had opened up Bern-
stein’s Bagels with a co-owner in the 
St. John’s neighborhood. Due to com-

plications with the St John’s lease, 
they began to search for a new loca-
tion for the bagel shop. The owner of 
the building, Will Wright, where Icon 
Tattoo was located also owned the 
building where previously Mint and 
Bar 820 were located. It was perfect 
for Bernstein’s Bagels and a studio 
next door for Melanie’s dream to 
open a wallpaper company. 
 
Melanie had started out designing 
Damask-style murals with stencils 
and hand-painted details for the walls 
at Icon Tattoo and both Bernstein’s 
Bagels locations. She ultimately 
wanted to take those designs and 
translate them into wallpaper. She had 
started designing her hand-painted 
wallpaper in 2017 but the expanded 
business started to come to fruition 
with acquiring the studio space.  
 

Lonesome Pictopia – Modern Wallpaper with Historic, Botanical Flair 
By Sue Stringer 

She envisioned a showroom in the 
front of the space and the studio, de-
sign, and manufacturing workspace in 
the back. In January 2020 the busi-
ness was ready to launch. Of course, 
Covid took its toll on getting produc-
tion rolling but it allowed for lots of 
time to, as she says, “acquire what 
would be equal to three master’s de-
grees” from all the research on manu-
facturing, different techniques for 
custom wallpaper, and how to run a 
business.  
 
Melanie and employee, Sierra Hand-
ley-Merk, went down a historical rab-
bit hole learning about how wallpaper 
was made dating back to the 16th cen-
tury. She now uses a custom tattoo 
approach when creating her designs 
and also likes to bring the outdoors in 
to reflect the natural surroundings of a 
house.  
 
Products range from hand-painted 
wallpaper and painted murals and 
soon block-printed wallpapers made 
in her studio. There are three new 
hand-screened printed designs in 
smaller production runs and larger 
runs of Flexographic printed wallpa-
per manufactured with their partners 
in Britain. They also offer textiles that 
are full-weave jacquard made in 
North Carolina.  
 
Melanie says that “decorative or ap-
plied arts are very democratic. We all 
want and need to be around beautiful 
things. You can respond to the fact 
that it’s a beautiful space without hav-
ing an art degree or a tiny little card 
explaining the concept.” Humans just 
have an innate reaction to patterns. 
One thing Melanie learned with all 
her art study and research is, “we 
have similar symbols and shapes in 
disparate cultures.” 
 
She says we can also break down the 
line between fine art and applied art. 
“There’s something so lovely and hu-
man in the things that we actually use 
and surround us in our day-to-day 
lives. I also love that the person that 
created it gets washed away in the 
waters of time. You don’t know what 
anonymous incredible stone crafter 
carved these elaborate corbels on a 
building. All that remains is the touch 
of their hand.  It’s very different than 
a painting in a museum where the per-
sonality of the artist almost overshad-
ows the work itself.” 
 

It’s very important to Melanie to have 
a social justice piece for her company 
offering female-identifying artists 
well-paying jobs. Currently, there are 
six people involved with the compa-
ny. Besides Melanie, Celeste Sipes is 
the CFO, or more commonly known 
as the Master of Coin and also the 
owner of Thunderpants; Tashina Hill 
as the Studio Manager and Stylist; 
Candace Cohu as Creative Director; 
Becca Fuhrman as Designer; and Si-
erra Handley-Merk as Éstanciera or 
all-around go-to girl. 
 
So how did Melanie come up with the 
name of her company? Well, she is a 
huge fan of the evocative and cine-
matic 1970s horror movies because of 
the decadent cinema quality. Pictopia 
felt very cinematic. She said Lone-
some came from “how alone you are 
in artwork and alone in my queendom 
of beautiful things and a nod to Lone-
some Dove,” her favorite book. The 
name certainly does evoke an image. 
 
Melanie is so proud to be part of and 
appreciates being in the Eliot neigh-
borhood and respects and acknowl-
edges the history. She understands the 
tragedy of how the neighborhood was 
gutted to make way for the freeway 
and the hospital. It’s much quieter on 
N Russell than it used to be. 2020 was 
hard on Lower Albina and a lot of 
businesses didn’t survive. However, 
there is a lot of room for change and 
space for more businesses to move 
into Lower Albina and she hopes the 
bustle comes back soon. 

Lonesome Pictopia  
820 N Russell  
 
Email: hello@lonesomepictopia.com 
Instagram: lonesomepictopia  
Website: www.lonesomepictopia.com 

What’s So Scary about RIP? 
By Mike Warwick 

P 
revious editions of the 
Eliot News have dis-
cussed Portland’s new, 
and novel, Residential 

Infill Project (RIP). On paper, it 
changes the zoning code to allow 
“higher” density development on 
what we normally consider single-
family lots and associated neigh-
borhoods. The objective is to ad-
dress the “missing middle” of 
housing options between single-
family homes and large apartment 
blocks by mixing other multi-
family dwelling types amongst 
single-family homes. Two of the 
obvious examples of this are Ac-
cessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) 
and “flag” lots, both of which in-
corporate new dwelling units on a 
single lot.  
 
Many single-family neighbor-
hoods are afraid of RIP. A good 
example is the headline of a local 
realtor’s marketing paper. Stephen 
FitzMaurice publishes this paper, 
the Portland Real Estate Paper in 
both print and on the web at 
www.portlandrealestatepaper.com. 
The January 2021 print edition 
had the headline “Staring 2021, a 
Six Plex can be built next to any 

Portland Home.” Pretty alarmist! 
Fortunately, the article itself is not 
alarmist and is one of the best I 
have seen on the topic. Rather 
than duplicate his detailed article, 
I urge you to find a copy of this 
paper (I got mine outside Café 
Destino at 14th and Fremont) and 
read about it there. You can also 
find the article if you search for 
the title of the piece online or find 
it here - https://
realestateagentpdx.com/starting-
2021-a-six-plex-can-be-built-next-
to-any-portland-home/18790. The 
article includes useful references, 
and the paper has other useful arti-
cles about property taxes.  
 
Residents should not be alarmed 
about what RIP “might” do to a 
neighborhood. The reason for this 
has to do with how residential 
housing is financed. The residen-
tial mortgage market is dominated 
by government-backed financing 
products and bank regulations, 
which are conservative and de-
signed to protect the lender’s in-
vestment (their loan). The bulk of 
residential (versus commercial) 
housing uses mortgage financing 

(See RIP, page 11) 

Just a sample of the wallpaper 
designed by Lonesome Pictopia. 
Photo courtesy Melanie Nead. 

Lonesome Pictopia’s Melanie Nead 
and Sierra Handley-Merk in front 
of a custom mural painting. Photo 
courtesy Melanie Nead 

 

https://www.lonesomepictopia.com
https://realestateagentpdx.com/starting-2021-a-six-plex-can-be-built-next-to-any-portland-home/18790
https://realestateagentpdx.com/starting-2021-a-six-plex-can-be-built-next-to-any-portland-home/18790
https://realestateagentpdx.com/starting-2021-a-six-plex-can-be-built-next-to-any-portland-home/18790
https://realestateagentpdx.com/starting-2021-a-six-plex-can-be-built-next-to-any-portland-home/18790
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project on the 1.7 acres of land that 
sits between Vancouver, Russell, 
Williams, and Knott streets. The land, 
formerly known as the Hill Block and 
currently owned by Legacy Health, 
would be donated. The project's goal 
was to honor Portland's Black com-
munity, create wealth, and carry on 
Legacy's good health mission for the 
community. From this announcement, 
the Williams and Russell Project 
Working Group (PWG) was formed.  
 
The PWG consists of local Black 
leaders and other community-minded 
individuals and leaders from Legacy 
Health, the City of Portland and Pros-
per Portland. Some of the same indi-
viduals sat on the Legacy Emanuel 
advisory group.  
 
Legacy Health Board Chair Charles 
Wilhoite says, "We are feeling hope-
ful for the future and Legacy is look-
ing forward to donating this land to 
restore an element of place and vi-
brancy lost by the Black community.” 
Wilhoite also serves as a non-voting 
member of the PWG. 

 The PWG and Legacy, the City and 
Prosper, engaged in community out-
reach to gain insight into what the 
Black community would want to see 
developed on the site. Information 
was gathered through public and pri-
vate meetings, surveys and question-
naires. The outcome was to bring 
housing and business opportunities 
back  to this site.  
 
Today, the PWG and local city 
groups work together to raise and 

identify funds to develop the land and 
bring these opportunities to the local 
Black community.  A Request for 
Proposal will go out this month to 
identify a developer.   
 
"There is a renewed focus on racial 
justice in our country, our state and at 
Legacy," says Legacy Health Presi-
dent and CEO Kathryn Correia. 
"Gifting the Hill Block property back 
to the Black community is the right 
thing to do. Earlier this year, I stated 
that we must recognize our organiza-
tion's historical role in perpetuating 
racist systems and our commitment to 
dismantling these systems, says Cor-
reia. "If we're going to advance a cul-
ture of anti-racism within Legacy and 
in our communities, we have to be 
better at addressing social determi-
nants of health and eliminating health 
disparities. We have to look toward 
the future and that means righting the 
wrongs of our  past."  

 
For inquiries, contact Vicki Guinn 
with Legacy Health Public Rela-
tions, vguinn@lhs.org.   

Righting a Historical Wrong, an Update on the Legacy Emanuel Property 
By Vicki Guinn 

T 
he vacant land bordering N. 
Russell, Williams and Van-
couver streets on the Legacy 
Emanuel campus was once 

part of a thriving community called 
Albina that housed most African 
Americans in Portland and Oregon 
during the 1940s and 50s. Institutional 
racism made it illegal and difficult to 
own land as a minority. With few op-
tions beyond Portland's least desirable 
areas, African Americans primarily 
settled in the city's northeast quad-
rant.  
 
In the 1960s, the federal government 
deemed urban areas like Albina 
"blighted" and urged cities to tear 
down substandard housing and seek 
funds to improve the site. As a result, 
the Portland Development Commis-
sion (PDC) and the City of Portland 
condemned, purchased, and demol-
ished to make way for urban renewal 
projects. It included 188 properties as 
part of the Emanuel Hospital expan-
sion project. Emanuel Hospital pur-
chased these properties from PDC and 
acquired additional properties from 
individual owners to expand its cam-
pus in North Portland. 
 

REALIZING OUR WRONG 
As a part of Legacy Health's commit-
ment to do better, a community advi-
sory board was formed shortly after 
Legacy Emanuel's 100th anniversary 
(2012) with leaders from the Black 
community. The advisory board 
would meet quarterly at Legacy 
Emanuel to discuss developments for 
the campus and the use of Legacy 
Health's community benefit funds to 
support grassroots health efforts in the 
Black   community.  
 
The advisory group also provided 
feedback to Legacy Health and lead-
ership on areas to improve. One point 
consistently brought up was how the 
vacant land at the corner of Williams 
and Russell served as a painful re-
minder of the past. After this feed-
back, Legacy Health's former presi-
dent and CEO, Dr. George Brown, 
began to devise a plan to have that 
land donated back to Portland's Black 
community. 

 A PATH TO MOVE FORWARD 
On August 1, 2017, Legacy Health, 
along with the City of Portland and 
PDC, now called Prosper Portland, 
announced a joint effort to develop a 

The historic Hill Block at N Russell, Williams and Vancouver, previously 
demolished is now in the planning stages for redevelopment. Photo 
courtesy Portland Archives 

the wealth disparity between white 
and BIPOC communities in the US 
(and presumably minority communi-
ties elsewhere). While there are many 
reasons for this, chief among them is 
the initial cost of a home; the pur-
chase price, the initial down payment, 
and access to financing.  
 
What is different about this house, 
and 400 others in the metro area (and 
Lincoln County), is that it is part of a 
Community Land Trust operated by 
Proud Ground, one of the largest in 
the US. Proud Ground is a non-profit 
that owns properties in trust for home-
buyers. In simple terms (and commu-
nity land trusts are not simple) it 
“owns” the land under the home but 
“leases” it to the homebuyer. Because 
the value of land in urban areas is 
25% or more of the land value, hold-
ing it in a land trust reduces the cost 
of the buildings atop it. This effective-
ly reduces the cost of a home to a 
buyer because they aren’t purchasing 
the land with the house.  Because 
Proud Ground is a nonprofit, it pays 
lower taxes on that land and those 
savings are passed on to the home-
owner. In exchange, the homeowner 

is free to use the property as they see 
fit and sell the house to any qualified 
buyer when the time comes. Here is 
where this model of homeownership 
differs from traditional homeowner-
ship. When a home is sold, Proud 
Ground shares in any price apprecia-
tion 25/75, with the larger portion go-
ing to continue Proud Ground’s mis-
sion.  
 
Proud Ground’s mission extends be-
yond simply owning and selling 
homes it owns. It also assists buyers 
in securing financing for the purchase 
and reducing the down payment bur-
den using resources from other social 
programs. As a result, this model fa-
cilitates the transition of families who 
may be “forever renters” to the ranks 
of homeowners with the significant 
benefit that provides in terms of 
wealth creation; wealth that can be 
passed on to other family members to 
accrue over generations, as it has for 
the majority population. Sadly, Proud 
Ground’s ability to help people make 
this transition is limited by its sources 
of funds and rising home prices. You 
can help by donating money or time, 
but donating or selling your home for 
a “fair” price to them provides the 
greatest return. 

(PROUD GROUND,  from page 1) 
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and livestock; and property owners or 
inhabitants who were any other race 
than Caucasian.” 
 
As Smith writes, “In Portland, restric-
tive covenants, along with later tools 
of residential segregation such as red-
lining and the cultivation by local 
realtors (by) the idea that the presence 
of a single Black family within an all-
white neighborhood would cause 
property values to decline, have 
worked to influence who lives where 
and who has been able to accumulate 
wealth through property ownership. 
This has affected generations of peo-
ple.” 
 
“By withdrawing financing and mak-
ing it impossible for neighborhood 
residents to qualify for loans, the Fed-
eral Housing Administration of 1934 
served to economically devastate in-
ner-city areas, such as Albina, where 
a majority of Black residents lived 
and owned property.”  
 
“For the residents of Albina, the lack 
of access to capital made it next to 
impossible for people to keep up 
maintenance on their properties. As a 
result, their neighborhood entered 
into a period of slow decline. Like 
other red-lined areas in cities through-
out America, Albina was ultimately 
subjected to slum clearance (the dem-
olition of homes and buildings that 
city planners perceived as “sub-
standard”), freeway building, and ur-
ban renewal projects that displaced 
residents and decentralized communi-
ties.” Approximately two to three 
thousand housing units were demol-
ished with each unit housing more 
than 4 people therefore displacing 
thousands.  
 
Ironically, today these are some of the 
more desirable neighborhoods in 
Portland, where much investment has 
been made and where, now, very few 
Blacks reside and own property. 
Many stories have emerged from 
these challenging circumstances.  
Here is the story of one family in Eli-
ot. 
 
Family stories go back numerous gen-
erations, but the Oregon chapter of 
the Shaw-Harris-Clark family story 
starts during World War II in Texas. 
They ultimately purchased three 
houses on the same block of Graham 
Street in northeast Portland and mem-
bers of the family remain in Eliot af-
ter five generations. Francine Clark-
Tessitore and her oldest son, Shala-
mar Clark, were interviewed for this 
article.  
 

As the great-great-grandson, Shala-
mar explained, “the neighborhood has 
changed, but this is a great opportuni-
ty to tell our story.” 
 

Shalamar’s great-great-grandmother, 
Irene Shaw-Wilson, was living in 
Marshall, Texas in 1940 when she 
received a letter from a friend who 
had moved to Oregon to work in the 
shipyards. There was a great oppor-
tunity for a good job and a better life. 
Irene packed up and moved to Port-
land, Oregon. She started working at 
the Kaiser shipyards and was able to 
secure an apartment in Vanport.  
 
About six months after arriving, she, 
in turn, wrote a letter to her daughter 
and her son-in-law, Eva Shaw-McKee 
(known as Fang) and Jessie McKee. 
Irene said they should move to Ore-
gon too and with her prompting, they 
packed up and headed west with their 
daughter, Dolores, in tow.  

 
Then in 1948, after losing everything 
in the Vanport flood, the family had 
to move again. It took a couple of 
years before Fang and Jessie were 
able to purchase their home on NE 
Graham Street in 1950. Francine said, 
“Lucky my grandparents were intro-
duced to a couple named Chriss, (the 
husband was) a longshoreman, who 
owned 608 NE Graham. My grand-
parents made payments of $100 a 
month and bought (the house) out-
right from the owner because a lot of 
banks would not finance houses or 
businesses to Black people.”  
 
After the shipyards closed, Francine 
says, “Irene, my great-grandmother 
was a live-in nanny for Gretchen Fra-
ser, a world-class skier, and helped 
raise their son.” Irene was able to pur-
chase her house in 1955 at 2747 NE 
7th Avenue at the corner of Graham 
Street and owned it free and clear.  
 
Francine was born in France while 
her dad, Ernest Clark, was stationed 
at the U.S. Army base. In 1962, when 
she was three years old, Francine 
moved back to Portland for a while. 
Being a military family, they again 
left Portland and moved around the 
country which allowed Francine to 
meet a lot of people. She got to see 
how different people live, and, as she 
stated, “it opened me up a lot.” After 
moving back to Portland, Dolores  
met Jhon Howser and they purchased 
their house at 542 NE Graham in 
1970. Since Francine attended private 
Catholic school for her whole educa-
tion, it was quite an experience to 
attend Madison High School and wit-
ness direct discrimination. This was 
the era of bussing. Black students 
were bussed to schools far from their 
neighborhood. Police were frequently 
on campus to mitigate fights between 
the white and Black students in the 
halls of the school. Francine remem-
bers, “It was traumatizing to see peo-
ple fighting in the hallways because 
of people’s color.”  
 
After raising her kids here in Port-
land, Francine decided to stay despite 
the discrimination since there were 
five generations of family that lived 

(HISTORY, from page 1) 

here. Even today the discrimination 
continues and Portland, unfortunately, 
continues to have the distinction of 
being one of the most segregated cit-
ies north of the Mason-Dixon line 
according to Smithsonian Magazine’s 
article on the history of Vanport. 
 
Mississippi Avenue and Alberta 
Street were two areas where Black 
people lived and had businesses back 
in the 1990s. Francine relates, “Now, 
as a Black person today if you go to 
Mississippi (Avenue) you hardly see 
any Black people and now you are 
looked at by white people like ‘What 
are you doing here? You’re invading 
OUR territory.’” She remembers feel-
ing, “NO, you’re invading OURS. I 
step out with authenticity and am 
looked at like I am not supposed to be 
here.” 
 
Shalamar remembers when he was 
young and developers would stop by, 
sit and talk in Fang’s living room, and 
try to convince her to sell her house. 
Her house had a reverse mortgage on 
it and developers were known for 
coming in with low-ball bids offering 
pennies on the dollar to buy houses 
and then flipping them to sell at much 
higher prices. But, if she sold she 
couldn’t buy anywhere else in the 
neighborhood or afford to buy another 
house in the neighborhood. Fang 
owned a double lot which she eventu-
ally sold. That second lot is where 
two modern wooden houses are today 
at 614-618 NE Graham. When Fang 
passed away Francine would have had 
to pay back the debt from the reverse 
mortgage to keep the house. Unfortu-
nately, she wasn’t able to do that and 
the bank took possession.  
 
Dolores’ house also had a reverse 
mortgage and she was also ap-
proached by developers. Difficult fi-
nancial situations often enticed Black 
homeowners to sell to the developers 
to cash out. Shalamar said, “when I 
saw my mom go through the process 
of losing the house because she was-
n’t able to pay back the debt, I made a 
plan to buy Nana’s house from her 
before she passed. Nana (Dolores) 
inherited Irene’s house that she used 
as a rental back in her day. Nana 
taught me how to run and manage the 
property as a kid. I eventually inherit-
ed it from her and began managing 
the property full-time when I was in 
college. After graduating in 2008, I 
used the money we received from 
Fang’s passing to invest in my first 
renovation at the rental. Over the 
years, I worked and saved as much 
money as I could and bought Nana’s 
house from her in 2015. It was just the 
two of us at the dinner table and we 
signed in front of the notary.” 
 
Shalamar reminisces, “I was able to 
be at the dinner table with my great-
great-grandmother which is amazing.” 
What a gift for a family being able to 
share so much of their lives together 
on the same block, pass on 
knowledge, beliefs, and family histo-
ry. “Those three houses on Graham 
Street are the only spot where I have 
been. There’s never been a family 

reunion outside of that area. So to lose 
that means more to me, so I work to 
preserve that.” So just like Dolores 
inherited Irene’s house,  Shalamar 
then inherited that same house from 
Dolores. This is a perfect example of 
how generational wealth gives to the 
next generation by passing on assets 
that they can begin with to create sus-
tainable assets.  
 
Shalamar concludes, “That’s the 
hook. Not only did we beat redlining 
and the restrictive financial policies 
that placed us here, the poverty, 
drugs, and crime in the area growing 
up, and then gentrification, but I fig-
ured out the financial system and beat 
the reverse mortgage to save the 
house.” Shalamar is so glad his family 
has been able to hold onto two of the 
houses they worked so hard to ac-
quire.  
 
So, just as in many neighborhoods 
across the country, change started 
happening and gentrification slowly 
drifted in. After college in 2008, Shal-
amar recalls seeing a white woman 
with a jogging stroller run by the 
house. “I knew that things were 
changing. We never saw that in the 
neighborhood before.” This experi-
ence motivated him to start investing 
in the rental property to earn more 
money to buy 542 NE Graham.  
 
When Shalamar was young his mom, 
Francine was working at Legacy 
Good Samaritan as a nurse. His 
grandmother and great-grandmother 
helped take care of him. Life with five 
generations in one small block of 
Portland creates some amazing bonds 
between family members. Shalamar 
remembers his childhood fondly. Sure 
there was the neighborhood wino, 
Bubba, who would wander around the 
neighborhood, sure there were drugs, 
but he learned such important lessons 
like work ethic, appreciation of home-
ownership, and family helping each 
other through life’s challenges.  
 
Every summer Shalamar’s great-
grandmother would pay Shalamar, his 
older sister, and his younger brother 
each $100 for cleaning up her yard. 
That money was to be used to buy 
school clothes in the fall. Funny 
enough, each summer Shalamar 
thought that he would get the chore 
finished within a few days but every 
summer it took the whole summer 
vacation to complete the task. Howev-
er, he says, “Those moments were 
because she would want to spend time 
with you. You would get up in the 
morning, we would eat breakfast and 
then go out in the yard and within an 
hour everybody would be coming 
over, you know Nana’s coming over, 
and John’s coming over, and Mom’s 
coming home from work, and then 
Bubba might walk past and he comes 
in, and it was a great time. We would 
talk for hours on the porch.”  
 
“We didn’t go to preschool, We’d go 
to my great-grandmother’s house and 
she would hold preschool in her base-
ment and we’d have to do the ABC’s 

(See HISTORY, page 11) 

Aerial view of Vanport. Photo 
courtesy City of Portland Archives 

Vanport destruction after the 
flood. Photo courtesy City of 
Portland Archives 

Map of Redlining in Eliot/Albina. Photo from Digital Scholarship Lab: 
Mapping Inequality- Redlining in New Deal America   

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/vanport-oregon-how-countrys-largest-housing-project-vanished-day-180954040/
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A 
fter our snowy and icy Feb-
ruary, it looks as if spring 
is coming our way! We've 
used some of our Patron 

funding to acquire wood chips from 
ChipDrop, which were in abundance 
after the ice storm knocked so many 
branches and trees down. Thanks to 
New Seasons for donating cardboard 
for the sheet mulching.  
 
We've been steadily moving chips 
onto the path one wheelbarrow full at 
a time, re-defining the paths after a 
long wet season. If you want to come 
to move a wheelbarrow or three, come 
on by: the chips are in the driveway 
across the street; just text us (971-333
-8438) for instructions and we'll put 
out tools for you to use! 
 
We made it down to Bosky Dell and 
bought some new plants to replace 
some that didn't make it last season: 6 
evergreen huckleberries, 3 red flower-
ing currants, one beaked hazelnut, one 
wax myrtle, and a pacific rhododen-
dron. We're going to plop those in 
while it's still the wet season to get 
them a good head start. Thanks to the 
Bureau of Environmental Services 
and Sunlan Lighting for donating gift 
certificates toward these purchases!  
 

We're working on processing the bee-
straws from last season (which have 
been hibernating in our fridge) and 
have hundreds of cocoons to put out, 
so check out the Bee Hotel to see the 
Mason bees emerging and nesting in 
the new straws. "Look But Don't 
Touch" is the best rule of thumb; even 
though Mason bees don't sting, we 
don't want to harm them or disturb 
their mysterious rituals. Thank you to 
all our Bee Hoteliers for sponsoring a 
Bee Hotel Room through our Patreon 

By  Sue Stringer 

W 
ell, progress is happen-
ing at the Gladys 
McCoy Memorial Gar-

den. Kate Thompson, the organizer 
of the garden restoration, says, 
“John Barker, the garden designer 
got the Hardy Plant Society to ap-
prove the memorial garden as a 
501(c)3 under their umbrella and 
the society has approved some 
funds for plantings but we will 
need more.” 
 
John Barker and Kevin Hughes of 
SOLVE are meeting with Kate to 
talk about collaboration on garden 
planting and clean-up. She says, 
“John said the first step will be soil 
prep (lots of digging), then moving 
in large boulders to symbolize the 
neighborhoods of Portland, and 
finally placing the plantings in ear-
ly fall. Of course, I would like a 

miracle and have the plants in this 
spring, but compared to how the 
site looked less than a year ago, 
and with all the chaos in the neigh-
borhood, I think we can be very 
pleased with the improvement.” 
 
NIKE is partnering with SOLV on 
the clean-up which is planned for 
Friday, March 19. NIKE has been 
VERY helpful in keeping the gar-
den picked up. Leonna Hardiway, 
the manager of the store, has made 
our garden part of their mission.  
 
Check the Eliot Neighborhood 
website to find out how the clean-
up went and watch for an article in 
the summer issue. If you want to 
help with the garden, contact Kate 
Thompson at katethomp-
sonpdx@gmail.com.  

Gladys McCoy Memorial Garden SOLVE 
Clean-Up and 501(c)3 Designation 

Boise Eliot Native Grove Update: Mason Bees and Plants are Awakening to Spring 
By Andrine and Howard de la Rocha 

account. If you'd like to support too, 
here are the links: Patreon: Boise Eli-
ot Native Grove  and/or  PayPal: Boi-
se Eliot Native Grove 
 
We still haven't confirmed any work 
party dates for the spring due to the 
ongoing Covid-19 situation, but we're 
hopeful that by Earth Day we may be 
able to do a masked and physically 
distanced clean-up party. By then 
perhaps many of us will be vaccinat-
ed as well, but we still need to do 
everything we can to protect each 
other. Stay tuned to your email, our 
Instagram and Facebook pages, and 
our website for updates on upcoming 
events. We will let you know as soon 
as we start making plans. You are 
always welcome to bring a bag with 
you and pick up any garbage you 
find, just to help us out. We can also 
direct you on weeding if that is your 
jam. 
 
As always, we are so grateful for all 
your ongoing support and involve-
ment. We hope you and your families 
stay well and safe. Get out and enjoy 
the new buds on all the plants and the 
awakening bees. Say hello if you're 
walking our way and if you're lucky 
you'll get to see our grandbaby tod-

dling around in the meadow, saying, 
"Hi Hi Hi!" 
 
 
Boise Eliot Native Grove 
~300 N Ivy St  PDX OR 
Facbook: BoiseEliotNativeGrove 
Instagram: @BoiseEliotNativeGrove 
www.NativeGrovePDX.org 
Patreon: Boise Eliot Native Grove   
PayPal: Boise Eliot Native Grove 

Gladys McCoy Memorial Garden at the corner of NE Knott and MLK Jr 
Blvd. Photo credit Sue Stringer 

The newest member of the     
Native Grove team, the de la  
Rocha grandbaby. Photos     
courtesy Andrine de la Rocha 

Environmental Services Offers Eliot 
Neighborhood Grants for 
Raingardens, Native Plants and More 

D 
o you have an idea for a 
project that will improve 
your community and the 

environment?  Environmental Ser-
vices has resources to help fund 
your ideas for planting trees and 
native plants in the households, 
businesses, non-
profits, schools, and local places of 
worship that you are involved in 
within the Eliot Neighborhood. 

 Project ideas include, but are 
not limited to:  

 Planting trees in your yard and 
encouraging neighbors to join 
you  

 Installing a rain garden or na-
tive plants at a place of wor-
ship, business, non-profit, or 
school  

 Removing pavement and re-
placing it with trees or plants  

 Engaging your community 
group in watershed education 
opportunities  

To learn more about how we can 
fund your Eliot Neighborhood pro-
ject,  contact  by  email         
2theriver@portlandoregon.gov    
or call 503-823-8209. 

By Kira Smith 

Students from Boise-Eliot-Humboldt Elementary School installing native 
plants a the Boise-Eliot native Garden on Earth Day 2018.  
Photo credit Brittany Quale 

https://www.NativeGrovePDX.org
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front and back. They instilled the 
work mentality and since they come 
from Texas they’re tough as nails. 
And it was ALL women. My great 
grandfather passed before I was born. 
Fang, lived in that house all by herself 
and it made her a strong woman,” 
says Shalamar. 
 
Shalamar’s best friend since the first 
grade was Jake, a white kid from Sau-
vie Island. When he stayed over, 
Jake’s dad would get them up at 6 am 
to feed the chickens and start the 
farm’s daily chores. Shalamar to this 
day still gets up at 6 am after having 
instilled in him the lesson of working 
hard. Jake and Shalamar are still 
friends today and the times they 
shared in the city and on the farm in-
formed both of their lives and have 
made them more open-minded people 
learning from each other’s families.  
 
Living in Portland may not be easy 
for Black residents. There is still a lot 
of racism and hurtful behavior. How-
ever, sometimes taking the higher 
ground is one way to step forward.  
Francine says, “It don’t matter what a 
person calls you. A person can call 
you any derogatory name. Yes, it’s 
hurtful for a minute but what’s im-
portant is what you answer by.” She 
continues, “It’s important to learn to 
be open-minded. It doesn’t matter 
what it is. We are all here to learn 
from each other. We may not agree. I 
may not agree with your lifestyle but 
I can at least respect you and learn 
your truth. Learn your authentic self. 
Get to know that authentic person for 
yourself and let them show their 
truth.” 
 
So look around you. Is there a person 
whose story you don’t know? Are you 
curious? This family’s story would 
not have been shared had I not started 
talking to Shalamar at a friend’s me-
morial last year. Let’s start with story
-telling and understanding where peo-
ple are coming from and what they 
can teach us. “Everybody has a story 
and everybody has value to them. 
Everybody has some good in them 
and you can learn something from 
everybody. You have to be willing to 
learn.” Thank you, Francine, for those 
wise words that we can all take to 
heart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out these articles and videos for 
more information on Vanport and the 
history of Portland: 
 

Lee Moore, historian, and Documen-
tary on  Vanport: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=AZW4Rf3CZGo&t=759s 
 

Smithsonian Magazine: How Oregon’s 
Second Largest City Vanished in a Day 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/
history/vanport-oregon-how-countrys-
largest-housing-project-vanished-day-
180954040/ 
 

Oregon Encyclopedia - Vanport 
https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/
articles/vanport/ 
 

Oregon Encyclopedia – Housing Au-
thority of Portland 
https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/
articles/housing_authority_of_portland/ 
 

Vintage Portland 
https://
vintageport-
land.wordpress.com/2016/11/14/vanport-
city-oregon-1942/ 
 

OPB: Oregon Experience –Vanport 
https://watch.opb.org/video/oregon-
experience-vanport/ 
 

Oregon Historical Quarterly vol 119 
no. 3  
https://www.ohs.org/research-and-library/
oregon-historical-quarterly/back-issues/
upload/Smith_Congenial-Neighbors_Fall
-2018.pdf 
 

City of Portland: Historical Context of 
Racist Planning  
https://www.portland.gov/bps/history-
racist-planning-portland 
 

Transforming Anthropology 2007 Vol 
15(1): Bleeding Albina: A History of 
Community Disinvestment 1940-2000 
https://www.portland.gov/sites/default/
files/2019-12/bleeding-albina_-a-history-
of-community-disinvestment-1940-
2000.pdf  
 

Mapping Inequality: Redlining in New 
Deal America 
https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/
redlining/#loc=5/39.1/-94.58 

(HISTORY, from page 9) 

that is limited to 4 or fewer unit 
buildings by the mortgage indus-
try. This makes it easier for lenders 
to “securitize” or sell off mortgag-
es to other investors. In order to 
protect the funds they loan, as well 
as to bundle unrelated mortgages 
for sale to investors, lenders have 
strict income requirements, usually 
a proportion of income available to 
repay the loan, such as the mort-
gage payment being no more than 
30% of income. This and down 
payment requirements dictate how 
much someone can borrow, and 
consequently, how much they can 
afford to pay for a residential 
building. For a “homeowner” this 
is a simple calculation that can be 
done using online tools.  
 
It is not so easy when the property 
owner wants to add additional 
dwelling units on the same site, as 
is allowed under RIP. To a lender, 
these look like a unit separate from 
the home. If the owner has a high 
enough income, this isn’t a prob-
lem. However, if they expect to 
cover the additional loan cost 
through rents (Airbnb or other-
wise), the lender typically treats it 
as a commercial, or income-
producing, unit. They have differ-
ent (higher) loan and income 
standards for units for rent. An ad-
ditional concern for a lender is 
what if the borrower defaults on 
the loan? What can they sell the 

property for? It isn’t a single-
family home anymore, instead, it is 
essentially a duplex, which is a 
form of investment property. As a 
result, homeowners wanting to use 
RIP to add dwelling units to their 
lot will confront unfamiliar barri-
ers to borrowing money. The situa-
tion is worse for someone wanting 
to build multiple units, and once 
the number exceeds 4, convention-
al “residential” loans aren’t availa-
ble and the borrower transitions to 
the “commercial” market, which 
has its own standards and regula-
tions and where long-term, fixed-
rate loans aren’t the norm. 
 
For this reason, RIP is much more 
likely to stimulate the development 
of ADUs in the basements or gar-
ages of single-family homes in low
-density neighborhoods than it is 2
- or 3-unit buildings in the back or 
side yard. The “Six-Plex” in the 
headline is unlikely to be built next 
to most residences. Increasing 
housing options within city limits 
is a noble objective, but even the 
architects of RIP recognize it will 
not result in many new housing 
units, probably because of reliance 
on the private sector for residential 
finance. It will take significant 
government involvement in those 
markets and/or direct government 
funding for RIP to realize its goal 
of a robust “missing middle” hous-
ing supply.  

(RIP, from page 7) 

Friends of Trees greens our region while growing community. 
Friends of Trees is a nationally recognized, regional leader in improving 
the urban tree canopy and restoring sensitive natural areas through 
programs delivered by thousands of volunteers. (FOT website) Appar-
ently they also offer a community kitchen sink. Thank you Friends of 
Trees for all you do for the Eliot neighborhood. Photo credit Sue Stringer 

What’s happening at PICA these days? 
While we wait for the main PICA event the TBA festival in September, 
what is going on with PICA this spring and summer?  
 
We all miss going to music and dance events and art openings. Hope-
fully we will be able to do those in person again soon. However, there 
is a fundraising event in planning stages at PICA at 15 NE Hancock. 
They will have a online virtual fundraiser called BLOOM on April 30. 
The details still being worked out but it looks like there will be a few 
local musicians performing between opportunities to bid on auction 
items, donate to PICA, and participate in a raffle. Visit pica.org for 
more details. 

Irene Shaw-Wilson’s home at 2747 
NE 7th Avenue at the corner of 
Graham Street. Photo from 
Google Maps 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AZW4Rf3CZGo&t=759s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AZW4Rf3CZGo&t=759s
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/vanport-oregon-how-countrys-largest-housing-project-vanished-day-180954040/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/vanport-oregon-how-countrys-largest-housing-project-vanished-day-180954040/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/vanport-oregon-how-countrys-largest-housing-project-vanished-day-180954040/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/vanport-oregon-how-countrys-largest-housing-project-vanished-day-180954040/
https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/vanport/
https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/vanport/
https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/housing_authority_of_portland/
https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/housing_authority_of_portland/
https://vintageportland.wordpress.com/2016/11/14/vanport-city-oregon-1942/
https://vintageportland.wordpress.com/2016/11/14/vanport-city-oregon-1942/
https://vintageportland.wordpress.com/2016/11/14/vanport-city-oregon-1942/
https://vintageportland.wordpress.com/2016/11/14/vanport-city-oregon-1942/
https://watch.opb.org/video/oregon-experience-vanport/
https://watch.opb.org/video/oregon-experience-vanport/
https://www.ohs.org/research-and-library/oregon-historical-quarterly/back-issues/upload/Smith_Congenial-Neighbors_Fall-2018.pdf
https://www.ohs.org/research-and-library/oregon-historical-quarterly/back-issues/upload/Smith_Congenial-Neighbors_Fall-2018.pdf
https://www.ohs.org/research-and-library/oregon-historical-quarterly/back-issues/upload/Smith_Congenial-Neighbors_Fall-2018.pdf
https://www.ohs.org/research-and-library/oregon-historical-quarterly/back-issues/upload/Smith_Congenial-Neighbors_Fall-2018.pdf
https://www.portland.gov/bps/history-racist-planning-portland
https://www.portland.gov/bps/history-racist-planning-portland
https://www.portland.gov/sites/default/files/2019-12/bleeding-albina_-a-history-of-community-disinvestment-1940-2000.pdf
https://www.portland.gov/sites/default/files/2019-12/bleeding-albina_-a-history-of-community-disinvestment-1940-2000.pdf
https://www.portland.gov/sites/default/files/2019-12/bleeding-albina_-a-history-of-community-disinvestment-1940-2000.pdf
https://www.portland.gov/sites/default/files/2019-12/bleeding-albina_-a-history-of-community-disinvestment-1940-2000.pdf
https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining/#loc=5/39.1/-94.58
https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining/#loc=5/39.1/-94.58
https://pica.org
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Community Events 
 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 
(LUTC) Meeting 
St Philip the Deacon 120 NE Knott St 
(for virtual meeting info see agenda at https://
eliotneighborhood.org/category/meeting-agenda/ )
7:00pm Monday–  
April 12, May 10, June 14 
 
 

Neighborhood Association Meeting 
St Philip the Deacon 120 NE Knott St 
(for virtual meeting info see agenda at https://
eliotneighborhood.org/category/meeting-agenda/ )
7:00pm Monday–  
April 19, May 17, June 20 
 
 

Northeast Coalition of Neighborhoods  
4815 NE 7th Ave  
www.necoalition.org, 503.388.5004  
 

Meetings: 
 Safety and Livability Meeting—6:30pm, 3rd 

Monday of month  
 NECN Board Meetings—6:30pm, 3rd Tuesday 

of month 
 Community Police Relations Committee—

5:30pm, 3rd Wednesday of month  
 NECN Land Use Transportation Committee—

7:00pm, 4th Wednesday of month 
 
 
 
Did we miss something?  
Email news@EliotNeighborhood.org  
to  submit something for the next  
edition 
 

Entertainment 
 

Civilian Studios 
2210 N Lewis Ave 
503-476-2716  
 

Fisk Gallery 
3613 NE Martin Luther King Jr Blvd 
Wednesday-Friday 12-6 
Saturday and Sunday 12-4 
fiskgallery.com, 661-733-3521  
 

Open Signal 
2766 NE MLK Jr Blvd   
opensignalpdx.org, 503-288-1515 
 
PICA  
15 NE Hancock St 
Pica.org, 503-242-1419 
 

Union Knott Gallery 
2808 NE MLK Jr Blvd, #2 
971-207-1231 By Appointment 
 

The Waypost 
3120 N Williams Ave 
thewaypost.com, 503-367-3182 
 

White Eagle 
836 N Russell St 
mcmenamins.com/WhiteEagle 
503-282-6810 
 

Wonder Ballroom 
128 NE Russell St 
wonderballroom.com, 503-284-8686 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Recurring Events 
 

Mondays - 11:00 am-12:30 pm Healthy Eating              
Class  at  Garlington  Health Center 

         - 7-9 pm reading group at Black Hat  
          Books  
 
Tuesdays    -  4-5 pm Book Club Garlington     
                            Health Center  
         - 5pm Labrewatory brewery tour,    
                           5:30 pm new beer release 
         - 6-8 pm live music at Labrewatory 
         -  7 pm Trivia at The Waypost 
 
         

Wednesdays  - Karaoke at The Waypost 
                          
 
Thursdays- - 11:30 am-12:30 pm Walking group 

at Garlington Health Center 
 - 1:30-2:30 pm Music Meet Up at 

Garlington Health Center  
 - 6-8pm FIRST THURSDAYS 

Game night at Garlington Health 
Center 

  
Saturdays - -2 pm Public Speaking class at Black 

Hat Books 
 

Sundays- -12:00-1:30 pm Refuge in the Park 
at Dawson Park 2926 N Williams 
@refugeportland on Facebook 

         -5-8 pm Free jazz music at Billy  
          Webb Elk’s Lodge  

 

Event information may be out of date due to COVID-19 restrictions. Confirm details with event organizers. 

https://eliotneighborhood.org/category/meeting-agenda/
https://eliotneighborhood.org/category/meeting-agenda/
https://eliotneighborhood.org/category/meeting-agenda/
https://eliotneighborhood.org/category/meeting-agenda/
mailto:news@EliotNeighborhood.org

