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V 
era Warren, an uprising young 
woman of color, has entered the 
Portland legal scene in pursuit of 

becoming an attorney, and it looks like 
she’s taking the legal profession by storm! 
Vera grew up in Beaverton, Oregon, and 
traveled between two homes, with her fa-
ther living in NE Portland. Vera attended 
South Ridge High School, and then contin-
ued onto Willamette University College, in 
Salem (undergrad), accomplishing her Psy-
chology major, and Environmental Science 
minor in four years. She then lived in New 
York for two years with her aunt. Vera says 
it was a  good experience overall, and she 
misses it.  
 
After returning to Portland, Vera worked at 
Portland General Electric (PGE). Fulfill-
ment was not readily achieved in Vera’s 
life around this time, because clearly, she 
had another calling; she felt the urgency for 
social justice and wanted to be educated in 
areas to ‘make change’. Once consciously 
awakened to this idea and to bring it into 
manifestation, Vera decided to pursue the 
profession in law, to speak out and do 
something about the injustices that so many 
people are continually victimized by today. 
Hence, Vera began school at Lewis & 
Clark College to study law for four years, 
and eventually left her job at PGE.  
 
In addition to school, Vera was blessed 
with, and had the privilege to intern along-
side her father, Ernest Warren — a power-
ful, hotshot attorney (and handsome, I 
might add), who took his daughter under 
his wing, teaching her the ropes and expos-
ing  her to real-life hands on training, expe-
riences, and opportunities working with 
clients, cases, judges, other attorneys, and 
in court-rooms of law that other law stu-
dents could only dream of! Ernest owns 
and operates his own practice, located in 
downtown Portland, Oregon, and has prac-
ticed law since 1988.  
 
Vera describes working with her father as 
the best experience. Because he wanted 
better for her, he pushed her, gave her op-
portunities, and challenged her. They  have 
a solid foundational relationship built on 
communication and a good understanding 
with each other. She admits there were 
times when Vera felt overwhelmed with 
school, study, the hands on training, and 
her dad’s expectations: there were a few 
snippy moments working together, but all 
out of love. 
 

Ernest is a leader and has helped pave the 
way for his daughter, and certainly for oth-
er people of color, as well. Vera mentions 
that her father pulled things out of her that 
she was not aware that she had the ability to 
do. In addition, she also feels that she has 
learned some things about herself and dis-
covering new things that she can do. This is 
powerful on so many levels, and it sounds 
like Vera has tapped into her own innate 
potential. 
 
Recently, in preparation for the Oregon 
State Bar exam, Vera has stopped working. 
She studied for four to six hours a day, and 
took another smaller course to practice. 
Vera mentioned staying in isolation so that 
she could put in the time that she needed. 
Folks wanted Vera to take the time to go 
out and participate in activities, but she had 
no time to spend hanging out with family 
and friends. She found that she had to be 
really disciplined, and she says that if you 
do not pass the bar exam the first time, 
there is a really long wait period for the 
next opportunity to try it again. Vera has 
taken the bar exam and is expecting the 
results from it in the fall of 2019. 
 
To begin with, Vera plans to work in public 
defense and criminal justice, and says she 
wants to advocate for the groups who are 
severely underrepresented. For example, 
prison inmates, folks with mental health 
and addiction issues, and people of color, 
specifically black people because of their 
higher representation in the inmate popula-
tion. She wants to make small changes 

(See ATTORNEY, page 5) 

By Shireen Hasan  

 

Support Portland Clean Air and 
Breathe Easier in the Future 

D 
iesel particulate is the worst air-
borne carcinogen according to 
State of California risk assess-

ments. In Portland it comes primarily from 
industrial unfiltered trucks making in-city 
deliveries. Currently Portland is ranked in 
the worst 1.3% of counties in the nation for 
airborne diesel particulate according to the 
most recent EPA three-year assessment. 
Airborne diesel particulate affects the Eliot 
Neighborhood more than most Portland 
neighborhoods. 
  
California banned unfiltered diesel trucks 
statewide and by 2015 there were virtually 
none left. Diesel particulate filters remove 
90% of diesel particulate emissions. In 
contrast, three-quarters of the trucks in the 
three-county Portland area have no filter 
according to ODOT and DMV records. 
The in-city stretch of I5, including the part 
that runs through Eliot neighborhood, has 
the 24-hour highest truck counts in Port-
land according to ODOT monitoring stud-
ies. 
DEQ reported diesel-powered vehicles are 

only 6% of Oregon vehicles on the road yet 
emit 60 - 70% of all particulate emissions 
from all on-road vehicles combined. The 
State of California reported that currently 
diesel particulate is still "responsible for 
about 70% of California's estimated known 
cancer risk attributable to toxic air contami-
nants."  
  
DEQ reported in 2015 that diesel exhaust 
causes lung and bladder cancer, certain 
heart attacks and other blood clotting dis-
eases, coronary artery disease, malignant 
childhood brain tumors, decreased cogni-
tive functioning, increased incidence of 
Lou Gehrig's disease (ALS), acute bronchi-
tis, and asthma. A study by Bishop et al. 

found diesel particulate causes dementia 
and Alzheimer's disease. Immediate symp-
toms include eye and throat irritation, 
coughing and phlegm, swollen airway, 
bronchial irritation, nausea, headache, light-
headedness, and fatigue.  

  
Portland Clean Air believes negotiation 
with unfiltered trucking companies is the 
solution. The Oregon diesel bill HB 2007 
which passed June 30, 2019, was gutted by 
industry. It allows a ten-year phase-out. 
California did a seven-year phase-out start-
ing nine years ago! Numerous loopholes 
allow trucking companies to avoid even 
that deadline. The Oregon legislature ac-
cepts unlimited corporate campaign dona-
tions. This is illegal in 45 states. Since we 
can’t count on the Oregon Legislature, 
neighbors have been directly negotiating 
with industrial polluters instead. Since the 
Bullseye scandal, eight Portland area indus-
tries have installed a smokestack scrubber 
at a cost of $70 K to $20 M due solely to 
negotiations with neighbors.  
  
Judging by model year, XPO Logistics has 
8,604 unfiltered trucks - by far the largest 
unfiltered truck fleet in the Portland area. 
XPO Logistics, Consolidated Freightways, 
and USF Reddaway combined have 
12,036 unfiltered trucks – more than 
TriMet and the next largest 24 unfiltered 
Portland area fleets combined. As the state 
of Oregon barely regulates them, I think 
they require a response from us, their 
neighbors. 
  
Portland Clean Air is working with 41 
Portland Neighborhood Association 
boards, the North East Coalition of Neigh-

(See PCA, page 5) 

By Greg Bourget 

Airborne diesel particu-
late affects the Eliot 
Neighborhood more 
than most Portland 
neighborhoods. 

Portland is ranked in the 

worst 1.3% of counties in 

the nation for airborne 

diesel particulate. 

 

ELIOT NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION  

GENERAL MEETING AND BOARD ELECTIONS 

Special guest presentation by Portland Clean Air 

Monday, October 21 6:30pm 120 NE Knott Street 

Perseverance Results in Bright Future 
and Prestigious Clerkship for Woman of 
Color Attorney 

Lewis & Clark Law School gradu-
ate, Vera Warren. Photo Courtesy 
Vera Warren 
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Eliot Neighborhood Association 
The Eliot Neighborhood Association is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization whose members 
are the residents and business owners of the Eliot Neighborhood. Its purpose is to inform 
Eliot residents about issues affecting the neighborhood through meetings, newsletters 
and other activities. Members of the neighborhood association must be over 14 years old 
and live, own property, have a business, or represent a nonprofit within the 
neighborhood. The Eliot Neighborhood Association was founded in 1969. It is recognized 
by the City of Portland, is a member of the Northeast Coalition of Neighborhoods, Inc., 
and its members represent Eliot on other committees. 

Eliot Board 
Co-Chair - Jere Fitterman – jerefit@gmail.com 503-504-9308 

Co-Chair - Jimmy Wilson – jwilsonassoc@yahoo.com 503-740-5923 

Recorder - Maggie Gardner - Maggie@maggiegardner.com 503-913-4404 

Treasurer - Jim Hlava – jim.hlava@cascadiabhc.com 503-998-3406 

News Editor - Sue Stringer – news@eliotneighborhood.org 520-260-1554 

Outreach -Shireen Hasan - shihas_2005@yahoo.com  

 Patricia Montgomery - needachange@comcast.net 503-758-1263 

 Brad Baker - badmbak@gmail.com 415-385-0875 

 Johnny Engleheart Noel - johnengleheart@gmail.com  

 Julio Mendoza - juliotango9@gmail.com 503-710-2334 

 Jonathan Konkol - jonathankonkol@gmail.com  503-315-7795 

 Darren Holcomb - darrenholcomb101@yahoo.com 503-926-1458 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 
 LUTC Chair - Brad Baker – bradmbak@gmail.com 415-385-0875 

 LUTC Vice Chair - Jonathan Konkol – jonathankonkol@gmail.com 503-315-7795 

 Allan Rudwick – arudwick@gmail.com  503-703-3910 

 Phil Conti – pconti@lwocorp.com 503-281-1378 

 Clint Lundmark – clintlundmark@gmail.com 503-552-8678 

 Monique Gaskins - moniqueg2002@gmail.com  

 Zac Garrard - zgarrard@hotmail.com 

Committees: 
Webmaster - Thursday Bram – thursday@thursdaybram.com  

NECN Rep - Jere Fitterman— jerefit@gmail.com 503-504-9308 

Livability Team Chair—Karla Gostnell - livability@eliotneighborhood.org 

Eliot Monthly Meetings 

Meetings of the Eliot Neighborhood Association are held on the third Monday of 
each month at 6:30 pm St. Philip the Deacon Church, 120 NE Knott Street 
(unless noted otherwise). It’s a great opportunity to meet your neighbors, stay 
informed, help build a stronger community, and have input into city decisions 
that may effect you. 

All meetings are open to the public. All meetings are held at St Philip 
the Deacon Church 120 NE Knott Street. Building is ADA accessible. 

Land Use Meeting - October 14, 7:00-8:30pm 

GENERAL MEETING W/ ELECTIONS - October 21, 6:30-8:30pm  

Land Use Meeting - November 11, 7:00-8:30pm 

Neighborhood Meeting – November 18, 6:30-8:30pm 

Land Use Meeting - December 9, 7:00-8:30pm 

Neighborhood Meeting - December 16, 6:30-8:30pm 

For agendas and more information, see www.eliotneighborhood.org 

Directions: St. Philip the Deacon Church - southeast of the Matt Dishman        
Community Center on the corner of NE Rodney Avenue and NE Knott Street 

Eliot News 
Eliot News is published four times a year by the Eliot Neighborhood Association. 
It is mailed free of charge to every address in the neighborhood. It does not 
have an ISBN or ISSN. 

 ●Editor and Layout -Sue Stringer - news@eliotneighborhood.org 520-260-1554 

 ●Business Bulk Delivery – Susan Bailey baileywick97212@msn.com 503-284-7010  

Rights to articles are retained by the author. Opinions of the authors do not 

necessarily reflect the official positions of the Eliot Neighborhood Association. 

Letters to the editor, suggestions or comments: news@eliotneighborhood.org 

ELIOT NEWS AD RATES 

The Eliot News is a quarterly with circulation of about 3,100 and is mailed             
to all of the homes and businesses in the Eliot neighborhood.                                 

Ad deadlines are 3/8, 6/8, 9/8, and 12/8.  

Category Size  1x 2x 3x 4x 

1/16 Page 4.9” W x 1.8” H $40 $73 $99 $120 

1/8 Page 4.9” W x 3.8” H $81 $148 $201 $244 

1/4 Page 4.9” W x 7.8” H $161 $293 $399 $484 

1/2 Page 10” W x 7.8” H $338 $615 $838 $1,016 

Full Page 10” W x 15.8” H $676 $1,229 $1,676 $2,032 
Printed on recycled paper 

Website: eliotneighborhoood.org ◊       :@EliotNeighborhd  
: Eliot Neighborhood ◊       : eliotneighborhood 

Letter from the Editor 
By Sue Stringer 

                 TABLE OF CONTENTS  

Support Portland Clean Air  1 

Attorney Vera Warren  1 

That’s No Lady Darcelle XV Events 2 

Letter from the Chair 3 

Letter from the LUTC Vice Chair 3 

Boise Eliot Native Grove Update 3 

Adopt a Block Update 3 

Labrewatory Collaboration 4 

A Vision of Albina—Book Review 5 

Adventures from Eliot on Bus 24 5 

Albina Rail Yard Relocation 5 

Honoring Sandra Ford 7 

New Unity Health Center President 7 

Memoz Café  8 

Portland Open Studios 8 

Bike ‘n Bite  8 

Taxed to Death Part 2 9 

IMNW Insurance Gives Back 9 

Eliot Sewer Project Update 9 

Friends of Library Used Book Sale 10 

Annie Rudwick and Micromobility 10 

Open Signal New Artist Fellows 11 

Active Listings Bed Bath Sq Ft Price 

310 NE Fremont 3 1.1 2376 $429,000  

118 NE Tillamook 5 3.1 2649 $675,000 

58 NE Cook 4 2.1 2291 $815,000  

112 NE Ivy 3 3.1 2052 $675,000  

58 NE Cook 4 2.1 2291 $815,000 

2134 NE Rodney 4 2.1 4752 $1,05,000 

Pending Listings         

533 NE Graham 2 1 1024 $435,000  

542 NE Knott 2 2.1  $549,000  

Sold Listings     

89 NE Stanton 2 1 1864 $450,000  

112 NE Ivy 3 3.1 2052 $685,000  

O 
ur long time neighbor, Walter 
Cole, who is also the world’s long-
est performing drag queen know as 

Darcelle XV, is being honored two differ-
ent ways this fall.   
 

Triangle Productions is producing a musi-
cal called, “Darcelle: That’s No Lady” per-
formed by Kevin Loomis (as seen at OSF, 
on Broadway, Frasier, and The Practice) at 
PSU’s Lincoln Hall through October 5. 
Tickets  are $35 and can be purchased at 
trianglepro.org.  
 

Oregon Historical Society (OHS) has an 
exhibit of some of Darcelle’s costumes 
which Walter made and embellished as 
well as some interesting information about 
each of them. The exhibit runs through 

“That’s No Lady!” It’s a 
Celebration of Darcelle 
By Sue  Stringer 

 

W ow, there’s so much to report on for 
this issue we barely had room! I 

have to be brief, but a couple things of 
note. First, air quality in Eliot is a serious 
issue and a common theme in a lot of our 
articles. Check out the causes, the ways to 
help prevent pollution and how you can 
help.   
 

Also, don’t forget our board elections are 
coming up this month, October 21, at our 
general assembly meeting . Our neighbor-
hood grew by almost 400 addresses in the 
last year to a total of 3382 business and 
residences so welcome to Eliot and join us 
because we’d love to have some new fac-
es, ideas, and people passionate to keep 
Eliot a great place to live.   
 

Lastly, we spotlight some special people, 
businesses and events so be sure to read 
this fall issue cover to cover.  

November 3. OHS is located at 1200 SW 
Park and entry is free to Multnomah Coun-
ty residents with ID.  
 

Also, check out a partial 1979 interview 

between Margie Boulé and Walter Cole/
Darcelle on You Tube,  https://
youtu.be/4ai5BRPc8S4. Plus, for infor-
mation on Walter Cole’s life check out  the  
past Eliot News article, “Just Call Me Dar-
celle” https://eliotneighborhood.org/2017/03/25/
just-call-me-darcelle/   

https://youtu.be/4ai5BRPc8S4
https://youtu.be/4ai5BRPc8S4
https://eliotneighborhood.org/2017/03/25/just-call-me-darcelle/
https://eliotneighborhood.org/2017/03/25/just-call-me-darcelle/
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T 
he city of Portland is divided into 94 
neighborhoods. Each, including 
Eliot, is represented by a volunteer 

board made up of people who live and/or 
work in the neighborhood. While neigh-
bors have always organized with each other 
to gain strength in numbers when dealing 
with city government and supporting each 
other, City Hall created an official bureau 
to provide a mechanism for enfranchising 
communities. This was the result of a man-
date for community involvement in the 
implementation of the Great Society pro-
grams for urban renewal, created in the late 
1960s under LBJ. Among other things, 
these boards have played a key role in 
shaping local land use policy and imple-
mentation of City code.  
 
Fast forward five decades to today and 
tensions have emerged between the leader-
ship of some of the neighborhood associa-
tions and the City’s policy goals. Commis-
sioner Chloe Eudaly’s office, which cur-
rently oversees the Office of Civic Life 
(formerly the Office of Neighborhood In-
volvement) has asserted that neighbor-
hoods, in general, have become an obstacle 
to new development, and their boards are 
insufficiently diverse. Rather than working 
to improve the situation, they have pro-
posed changes to city code to simply erase 
neighborhood associations from any offi-
cial recognition.  
 
The ostensible goal of the changes - in-
creasing the representation of citizens of 
marginalized communities in civic life - is 
laudable. It is also true that some neighbor-
hood boards have struggled with a lack of 
proportional representation. We have strug-
gled with this problem in Eliot. We have 
also made efforts to diversify our board to 
truly represent our community and we have 
committed to an ongoing effort to build and 
maintain a board that looks like our com-
munity.  

At this point in our history, our government 
should require neighborhood association 
boards to be representative; we wish to 
continue to have a codified voice in public 
decision-making, so some quid pro quo is 
appropriate. Rather than removing the en-
tire system, City Hall can be a partner for 
change and improvement of neighborhood 
boards. Official recognition, staff time and 
funding should be tied to the adoption of 
standards for inclusivity of neighborhood 
boards. Boards should look like the com-
munities they serve, and codifying this 
would achieve the City’s stated goals of 
inclusion. We can build on what we al-
ready have. Grassroots civic involvement 
has made our city stronger and can contin-
ue to do so, provided we work together 
with a common goal. 
 
In an increasingly alienated and divided 
society, the antidote to alienation and basis 
of a healthy society is face-to-face interac-
tion with those around us. This means 
strengthening and reforming the systems of 
governance that unite neighbors around the 
city. Working together with our neighbors, 
we form bonds that transcend race and 
class and help us form networks of trust 
and mutual support. We will need these 
networks when we face inevitable chal-
lenges such as the predicted 9.0+ mega 
quake by developing teams to organize and 
implement disaster training and also contin-
ue to maintain consistent committees for 
this and other ongoing issues. 
 
The proposed code changes, which were 
slated to go before city council in August, 
have been pushed back to sometime in 
November. What can you do? Write to the 
Mayor, Commissioners and the Office of 
Civic Life to express support for an alterna-
tive that improves neighborhoods and 
strengthens us to do the work of communi-
ty building.  

A 
s we return from summer vaca-
tions or hanging out in the park, 
beach or backyard, to the routines 

of our lives and responsibilities, I want to 
focus on the appalling condition of the air 
we breathe here in Portland, and more spe-
cifically in Eliot. 
 
You’ll read in Greg Bouchet’s article, on 
the cover page of this issue, that Eliot is in 
the bullseye of diesel pollution. We breathe 
air with significantly higher concentrations 
of diesel particulates than 99% of other 
communities in America. Not a good sta-
tistic and very bad for our health. In fact, 
this is potentially life-threatening. “Diesel 
exhaust is 100 times more toxic than gaso-
line engine exhaust,” according to a 2008 
study in the Journal of the American Board 
of Family Medicine. “Diesel exhaust is 
80%-95% ultra-fine particles of carbon 
‘soot’ with cancer-causing chemical riders 
that evade our natural defenses, reach the 
lungs, pass into the blood-stream, and cir-
culate to our vital organs including the 
heart and brain.” 
 
This past August, Oregon's Legislature 
passed HB 2007 to limit the diesel particu-
lates emitted from diesel engines, but not 
until 2029. Do we want to continue to 
breathe this bad air for another 10 years, 
while the polluters figure out how to com-
ply? Or more realistically, until the eco-
nomic impact is lessened by the attrition of 
dirty diesel trucks and construction en-
gines? 
 
The Volkswagen settlement money 
($50,000,000) and the money from the 

Legislature (also millions of dollars) are 
available to businesses NOW for filtering 
these dirty engines. Why can't the cleanup 
begin NOW? 
 
Eliot Neighborhood Association is join-
ing local neighborhood and advocacy 
group efforts to take action. For this ef-
fort, we need committed people of any 
skill level. We are looking for residents 
or anyone working in Eliot.  Our Board 
needs you to help us form a strong, inclu-
sive, passionate team to advocate for 
stronger, sooner regulations. Also we 
need to help local businesses gain access 
to the $50,000,000 ODOT, which is avail-
able for small under-represented truck-
ing owners. Eliot Neighborhood Associa-
tion has created a new committee, 
eACT, Eliot Advocacy for Clean-air 
Team. If you want to join us contact me 
at chair@eliotneighborhood.org 
 
Eliot Neighborhood Association’s Eliot 
Advocacy for Clean Air Team, eACT, 
needs YOU!  
 
The Eliot Neighborhood Association gen-
eral meeting on October 21 will host Port-
land Clean Air. Come hear more about this 
problem, weigh in with your thoughts and 
find out how you can help make the air we 
breathe cleaner and less dangerous. 
 
Also, at the October meeting, we will hold 
the annual elections of board members for 
the 2020 term. We hope to see you there 
and that you consider signing up to help 
with eACT or becoming a board member 
or simply get involved with other neighbor-
hood association activities and events.  

Letter from the Chair: Call to Action 
By Jere Fitterman 

Letter from the LUTC Vice-
Chair: City’s New Code Change 
Could Be a Game Changer for 
Neighborhood Associations 
By Jonathan Konkol 

A 
las, the dog days of summer are 
behind us, and the cool, refreshing 
showers of autumn will soon be 

upon us.  Along with that change comes the 
shedding of mature Linden, Maple, and 
Oak trees lining our streets, plus the many 
more, newly planted trees. A big shout out 
to Friends of Trees and the great work they 
do to improve Eliot's green spaces! 
 
Please remember to do your part and help 
to keep those leaves from clogging the sew-
ers when the rain starts falling more heavily 
in the coming months.  It also really helps 
those hard-working adopt-a-block folks 
who volunteer to keep the blocks you live 
on free of trash.  When mixed with wet 
leaves, retrieving that debris and the tossed 
cigarette butts can be a particular chal-
lenge.  In fact, the challenge is so great I 
hereby personally invite everyone reading 
this, now, to put down the paper, go to your 
phone and call me, Jody, at 503-331-
1511.  (ok, finish your coffee, first...)  I'll get 
you set up with all the bags, gloves, and 
info you need.  I know, I know....it doesn't 
really seem like the best way to spend a few 
minutes of your day, but trust me, you'll 
feel great when people pass you by and 
thank you for your efforts. You'll swoon 
when looking down the block you just 

toiled over and, in your own little corner of 
Eliot, along with 23 other toilers, you've 
managed to improve the appearance and 
sustainability of this one little street. Also, 
you'll be thrilled to know that you are then 
entered into a drawing (1 out of 24 chances 
is pretty sweet) for a $100.00 gift certificate 
to New Seasons.  Our next drawing is com-
ing up shortly, and your name will be en-
tered if you claim your block soon.   
 
Of course it's great to win prizes, but hope-
fully, your decision to join with other 
adopters is also one of simply caring for 
your community and a desire to give a little 
back.  Our last two adopters, Cindy, who 
has adopted Cook Street between Rodney 
and MLK, and Laura, who decided to give 
some attention to Williams between Tilla-
mook and San Rafael have gladdened those 
areas with their trusty Solve bags in 
tow.  You might also be a hero like Brian 
who discovered some lost papers on his 
clean-up and is trying to connect them to 
their owners.  Nice save, Brian.   
 
 I look forward to adding your name to our 
fine roster of dedicated Eliot Adopt-a-
blockers.  So finish that coffee and call, 
already, 'k?  
 

Adopt-a-Block Update: Some Pointers 
for Keeping your Block Clean this Fall 
By Jody Guth 

 

Surprise Geyser and Amazing Volunteers 
Rush to Save the Day  
By Andrine de la Rocha  

W 
ho expected that weaving 72 
native willow saplings into a 
dome in the middle of Boise 

Eliot Native Grove might invoke such 
magic? But in early August a geyser 
gushed forth from the center of the Willow 
Dome, flooded the Fremont Bridge ramp 
and created a sinkhole that appeared be-
neath the leafy structure. 
 
City crews were called to investigate and 
immediately opened nearby hydrants to 
stem the tide. Turns out it was a broken 
water main under the Grove. Crews isolat-
ed the pipe under the Willow Dome and 
stopped the flow. The sinkhole that formed 
inside the Dome was cordoned off with 
warning tape. Pipe repair was scheduled 

but threatened to destroy some of the plant-
ings.  

(See GROVE, page 11) 

Volunteers Cynthia Plank, Jack 
Lazerek, and Jenni & Katie from 
Xerxes Society. Photo credit Col-
leen Mitchell, BES 

mailto:chair@eliotneighborhood.org
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By Sue Stringer 

“T 
his town is about col-
laboration,” says Thad 
Fisco, owner of Port-
land Kettle Works and 

Portland’s craft beer lab, Labrewatory. 
In 2015, Labrewatory opened in Low-
er Albina with Thad purchasing the 
building at 670 N Russell Street, a few 
blocks north of Interstate, and it has 
been the definition of collaboration in 
every sense of the word. Brewers from 
around the city come together to cre-
ate beers which are creative and deli-
cious. For the first couple of years, 
beer was the headliner at this storage 
facility turned brewery. That is chang-
ing now. 
 
In 2011, Portland Kettle Works de-
signed a new brew system and brew-
ers immediately started placing orders. 
Craft beer, it turns out, was the one 
part of the economy that was doing 
well during the recession. Sales have 
continued and their brewing systems 
are now in over 250 breweries world-
wide and going strong.  
 
Now Portland Kettle Works was off 
and running and they had a building to 
house equipment. Thad says that “we 
decided to open a brewery of our own 
because we were very active in put-
ting breweries into business but hadn’t 
started our own yet and so we kind of 
looked at it as a challenge and a learn-
ing experience so we could be more 
informed about what we were selling 
to people. What an experience it has 
been!” 
 
“Now we get to start doing some new 
things down here!” says Rachel Wil-
son, owner of Dawn Patrol Coffee and 
brewery manager. “At the beginning 
of the year, we added the coffee shop 
and extended our hours.” Dawn Patrol 
operates at Labrewatory in the morn-
ing hours from 7:00 am to 2:00 pm. 
Tamale Boy started providing burritos 
in the morning starting at 8:30 am and 
beer can be sold any time of day.  
“We also have different beer and cof-
fee cocktails and crowlers to go,” Ra-
chel adds. Rachel has also taken on 
distribution selling kegs of Labrewa-
tory’s beer to different restaurants and 
bars like Loyal Legion. 
 
 Rachel continues, “We really started 
focusing on community events. We’re 
trying to bring in a different crowd of 
people and having the neighborhood 
have a place to meet. There are many 
different events and groups that meet 
at Labrewatory such as a moms club 
and the NoPo running club. There is 
even a $1 neighborhood discount for 
those customers who live or work in 
the neighborhood.”  
 
“On Tuesdays, there is a new beer 
release. At 5:00 people come in and 
we’ll put a new beer on tap and Nick, 
our brewer, will take those (who have 
purchased a tour ticket) around and 
then they get their t-shirt. And there’s 
live music between 6 pm and 8 pm,” 
Rachel explains.  
 
Labrewatory hosted a Smash festival 
celebrating the 100th brewed beer and 
tied in a nonprofit to work with, which 
was Special Olympics. In July they 
hosted a “Go Fund Me” for a friend of 
Rachel’s who had a climbing accident. 
On August 17th, there was an S’mores 
event, called Mighty Clementine, de-
signed by a customer’s daughter, 
Clementine, who recently has recov-

ered from an aneurysm. She chose the 
nonprofit, Randall Children’s Hospital 
Pediatric Development and Rehabili-
tation Fund, and also chose the flavors 
of the s’mores.  
 
 In addition, there are the classes that 
both Labrewatory and Tamale Boy 
offer. Classes are offered to all of the 
Portland Kettle Works clients. They 
get all of Labrewatory’s operating 
procedures for the front of the house, 
operating procedures for the brewery 
and get to see financial analysis. It 
gives the new brewery owners an idea 
on how to operate their business.  
 
Jaime Soltero, Jr., owner of Tamale 
Boy, says, “Our philosophy is to al-
ways be training and always be evolv-
ing and getting people situated, get-
ting their brains right and their work 
ethic right and let them go and explore 
themselves. We work with a couple of 
organizations that come and prep and 
train here so that they can get them 
back into the workforce. We have a 
person that actually went blind that 
used to work in the kitchen and we 
have gotten him back in the kitchen. 
That helps us also really think about 
what we’re doing and how we go 
about things. It’s a humbling experi-
ence for sure. That’s just one of the 
programs. We also support our com-
munity with gift certificates, fundrais-
ers, and whatever we can do.” 
 
The collaboration has been good for 
all three businesses. Thad says, 
“When Jaime came in with Tamale 
Boy our beer sales increased 30% 
when they opened their doors. That’s 
one thing we teach people. If you 
don’t have food you’re basically cut-
ting yourself off at the knees. So you 
have to have some way to serve food 
and the better the food the better. So 
it’s been a great partnership.” 
 
Jaime agrees, “It actually it worked 
out perfectly because at that time I 
was looking to expand to a commis-
sary kitchen because where I started 
off at Dekum (first location of Tamale 
Boy) it was super small and we were 
already saturated. Summers we were 
packed to the gills and we needed 
more space. Thad got wind of me and 
we got started and it’s the perfect mar-
riage. We don’t have to worry about 
anything in the dining room.”  
 
“It’s really interesting,” Thad says, 
“that’s the part of overhead that a res-
taurant hates, is the dining room, but 

Beer, Tamales, and Coffee: A Perfect Recipe of Collaboration  

that’s the part that we want – for peo-
ple to hang out and drink beer. We tell 
a lot of clients if you can lease the 
kitchen out and keep the people in the 
dining area drinking beer as long as 
you can…”  
 
“And coffee!” Rachel chimes in. “It 
IS the perfect marriage!”  
 
Rachel says, “The fun thing is that 
with this space we can have all these 
people that want to have an event and 
Labrewatory can offer the beer, Ta-
male Boy supplies the food and then 
there is a different kind of profit with-
out having to rent an event space so 
more of the proceeds can go to the 
business holding the event.” 
 
With any business and especially with 
this unique collaboration there are 
going to challenges and surprises. 
Jaime says, “We’re always adjusting- 
we’re learning together. Everybody’s 
strengths we pull in together and learn 
from each other.” Thad says, thinking 
about the challenges, the important 
thing is, “Keeping Rachel! Plus, with-
out this (Labrewatory) I wouldn’t 
have been able to grow my business 
and without Jaime, I wouldn’t have 
had food to offer. We push the edge to 
find new revenue streams and are 
backed by Portland Kettle Works so 
we can take risk.” 
 
Lastly, Rachel says, “It’s fun!” She is 
learning about the financial side of a 
business, managing skills, and is chal-
lenged to find new businesses with 

items that are needing distribution to 
offer at the taproom, as well as trying 
to scale cold brew coffee which will 
be on one of the taps at the brewery.  
 
The classes that are offered by Thad 
and Jaime help pop-ups which in turn 
are helping our community become 
stronger and offer diverse food and 
beverages to all of the Portland metro. 
So if you have an inkling to start a 
brewery or restaurant, check in with 
this successful team on North Russell. 
Collaboration is the name of the game 
and to sum it up, referring to the old 
television sit-com, Jaime says, “We’re 
very tight here. We’re very three’s 
company.” 
 
For more information: 
Labrewatory/Dawn Patrol Coffee- 
670 N Russell St 
971-271-8151 
www.labrewatory.com 
 
Hours:  
Monday –Thursday 7 am—10 pm 
Friday 7 am—11 pm 
Saturday 9 am—11 pm 
Sunday 9 am– 9 pm 
 
 
Tamale Boy-  
668 N Russell St 
503-477-6706 
www.tamaleboy.com 
 
Hours  
Monday –Thursday 11 am—9 pm 
Friday –Saturday 11 am—10 pm 
Sunday 11 am– 8 pm 

Creative collaboration is the name of 
the game for Labrewatory and Tamale 
Boy with the newest addition, Dawn 
Patrol Coffee. Photo credit Rachel 
Wilson 
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I 
 don’t believe the Eliot News has ever 
printed a book review; however, 
Mitchell Jackson is a product of the 

neighborhood (raised in King) and the book 
is a memoir about growing up in Albina. 
 
The recently published book, Survival 
Math, reminded me of Zen and the Art of 
Motorcycle Maintenance and Blue High-
ways, although was not well written. All 
three are male confessionals with signifi-
cant philosophical, literary, and psychologi-
cal digressions from the authors’ troubled, 
male perspective. Zen and Highways use 
interstate travel as a frame, while Math’s 
frame is Inner N/NE Portland and Vancou-
ver and places of significance to the author 
and others in his circle of friends and rela-
tives during the 1980-2000 era. 
 
I am not drawn to memoirs, but Mitchell’s 
interview on OPB piqued my curiosity.  I 
moved to Eliot in the late 1970s, about the 
time Mitchell was born. His recollections of 
life in Albina are consistent with my own. 
In contrast to a current myth being promot-
ed, Albina in the 1960-2000 period was not 
Wakanda on the Willamette, but the locus 
for “prostitution”, drugs, and gang shoot-
ings and murders. This lawlessness was 
tolerated, perhaps even encouraged, to con-
fine it to Albina and protect the rest of the 
(largely white) city. Mitchell describes his 
role in this mayhem.  Although he was a bit 
player, he was imprisoned for multiple 
years. He talks about drug dealing, 
“pimping”, and “gangbanging” from the 
inside with as much honesty as he can with-
out, I suspect, confessing to additional of-
fenses. His digressions include history les-
sons on slavery, the origins of Portland 
gangs, and the night life of Portland’s Black 
underworld. He also explores the philo-
sophical and psychological roots for his and 
his community’s behavior rooted in Ameri-
ca’s systemic racism and paternalism. He 
takes responsibility for the disruption he 
caused, including about 60 pages of reflec-
tion on his abuse of women.   
 
This book is an important contribution to 
the history of Albina and of Portland. The 
community he describes was one of strug-
gling families and choices made to survive 
in the face of an establishment that either 
ignored or actively targeted it. It isn’t a 

complete history because it is a personal 
narrative. Although he comments on the 
contributions the Rose Quarter, I-5, Eman-
uel, and Blanchard projects made to disso-
lution of the Black community in Albina 
formed after the Vanport flood. It doesn’t 
cover the decline of Union/MLK in the 
1960s and 70s and its subsequent home for 
prostitution and heroin dealing.  He did not 
experience that history.  The local narrative 
ends when Mitchell leaves for school and 
his career as a professor and author in New 
York.  
 
Periodically Mitchell returns to Portland. 
During a recent book tour he visited his old 
neighborhood during his interview on 
OPB. He was asked about the obvious 
transformation since his life there. I was 
stuck by his response. Rather than bemoan-
ing what was lost, he compared it to the 
transformation of the largely German/
Northern European community by the 
Black population that moved to Albina in 
the late 1940s and 50s.  In other words, he 
described the change as a normal part of 
urban development. He also noted it was 
obviously much safer than in his day, and 
that was a positive development. He did 
recognize some of his neighbors but added 
many from his former life are likely dead or 
in jail, a sobering vision of Albina as it real-
ly was.  

G 
ood news! Eliot residents have a 
new way to approach local adven-
tures. Earlier this year, TriMet ex-

tended Bus Line 24 - Fremont to run be-
tween the East Side and North West Thur-
man Street. The 24- Fremont’s new route 
makes it the first TriMet bus route to cross 
the Fremont Bridge since the bridge opened 
in 1973. With the route extension, the 
Fremont bridge shuttles residents quickly 
across the river connecting them to nature, 
shops, restaurants, and Max lines.   
 
Leaving from North Vancouver Avenue, 
bus riders can find themselves on the West 
Side of the river in just two stops. If you are 
looking to take advantage of Portland’s 
commitment to nature, a quick ride on the 
24 Bus will land you within hiking distance 
of Lower Macleay Park or Leif Erikson 
Trail. If you instead would like to try one of 
our city’s other Spanish restaurants, Atuala, 
or a French Bakery, St. Honoré,  you could 
also take Line 24. Finally, Line 24 provides 

access to additional services by connecting 
Legacy Health System’s Emanuel and 
Good Samaritan hospitals and the North 
West branch of the Multnomah County 
Library on NW Thurman Ave. 
 
The 24 line extension provides an easy way 
to reduce car trips and support bus infra-
structure. The next time you’d like to ex-
plore beyond Eliot’s boundaries, just jump 
on the 24 Bus for fast, inexpensive access 
to a different part of Portland. Line 24 runs 
every day of the week, from as early as 
6:00 am to after 9:00 pm. You can check 
out the route and schedule at trimet.org. 

Adventures from Eliot on Bus 24 
By  Monique Gaskins 

A Vision of Albina 
By Mike Warwick 

wherever she can as she moves through her 
journey, not allowing herself to become 
overwhelmed because the issues are so 
entrenched and expansive. Her goals are to 
be able to go into policy to make change, 
and says that she has to start with smaller 
goals in steps to help bring them about; 
maybe becoming a judge later on down the 
road. 
 
In August 2020, she will start clerkship in 
the Court of Appeals, working under a 
judge to explain  laws. She’ll focus on clear  
communication, with some technical writ-
ing, which she enjoys. But working as a 
public defender before that time is at the top 
of her agenda.  
 
Her continuing education is inevitable be-
cause it is required in order to continue 
practicing law. Vera feels that being ahead 
of the competition is amazing — she can 
share information with other attorneys, and 
furthermore learn from others. 
 
Vera encourages youth who may be inter-
ested in professional law to ‘Go for It’! 
However, she cautions to be ready to feel 
uncomfortable because being in this field 
there may not be a lot of support for people 
of color, and you would need to find folks 
who are involved where you can receive 
the support that you need. This is a com-
munity, so even if you do not understand 
the work, just go for it anyway. 
 
Vera encourages adults who are interested 

in pursuing a law profession to check out 
Lewis & Clark College’s evening program, 
because it even has allowed parents with 
kids to go through law classes . It’s possible 
if you can fit it in and can figure it out. 
 
Vera was exposed to many aspects of law, 
for example, she learned taxes, mortgages, 
and other topics that she wished that she 
could spend more time on. Vera adds that 
you learn how to defend yourself and how 
to properly do things when you learn about 
the law, and this information is useful to her 
through her life. 
 
After all of Vera’s hard work, time, energy, 
and determination that she has put into her 
education and doing her best to be the best, 
she is now able to take some time off and 
reconnect with friends and  especially with 
family. Very says that spending time with 
family is very important to her. She is hap-
py to see members of the family that she 
has not seen in a while. Vera is also happy 
to be back out in the community and con-
necting with everyone. 
 
It is very exciting to see this strong, beauti-
ful, intelligent, and down-to-earth young 
woman of color blazing in the direction of 
leadership and power. It will be interesting 
to follow how this unfolds for Vera. We 
need more young women of color taking 
their rightful place in society, working for 
the next generation of leaders at the fore-
front of justice, fighting for justice, and 
guiding our youth to do the same. We are 
cheering for you, Vera. You Go Girl!  

(ATTORNEY, from page 1) 

Albina Rail Yard Relocation 
By Monique Gaskins 

I 
f any city’s residents stick around for a 
while, they are likely to witness some 
sort of transformation. During Port-

land’s history, the city’s boundaries have 
physically changed, absorbing neighboring 
cities, like Albina, into the fold. Portland’s 
demographics and key industries have also 
shifted over the years. In previous versions 
of Portland, residents realized that some 
forms of transportation were better suited 
for the growing city than others and invest-
ed in transforming to new transport modes. 
Vestiges of these changes remain visible; 
some houses in Eliot have horse tethering 
rings anchored to the curb, evidence of the 
early 1900s, when deliveries were made 
with horse and wagon instead of by truck. 
 
Mo Badreddine, a Portland-area local from 
birth and the driving force behind the Al-
bina Rail Yard Relocation Project, hopes 
that Portlanders are at the cusp of another 
change. Badreddine is encouraging com-
munities to ask Union Pacific to relocate its 
railroad infrastructure out of the center of 
the city. Badreddine believes that a new 
location for the railroad will benefit Union 
Pacific and Portlanders through improved 
operational efficiency, decreased traffic 
interference, and lower pollution. In addi-
tion, if Union Pacific were to relocate from 

Albina, they would vacate 215 acres of 
riverfront property. With development 
funds and community input, the former rail 
yard could be reimagined as mix of hous-
ing, shopping, parks, and public spaces 
contributing to Portland’s overall attractive-
ness and livability.  
 
With increasing pressures on air quality 
from projects such as the Oregon Depart-
ment of Transportation’s proposed Inter-
state 5 expansion and high traffic through 
the Central Eastside, any project looking to 
decrease pollution is worth exploration. 
Along with cleaner air, relocating the rail-
road infrastructure would improve access 
to other parts of Portland, and provide an 
economic boost through new shops, restau-
rants, and jobs. With this in mind, below 
you will find an interview with Mo Ba-
dreddine on the importance of the reloca-
tion project and how you can help. 
 
What are your goals for the Albina Rail 
Relocation Project? 
Ultimately, our goal is to create a new path 
for Union Pacific that will increase the rail-
road's operational efficiency, alleviate oper-
ational, safety, and environmental concerns 
for the public, while also retaining the eco-

(See RAIL YARD, page 9) 

borhoods, and 24 Portland-area churches 
and synagogues to address this airborne 
diesel particulate through negotiation with 
unfiltered industrial truck fleets. We are 
also looking at companies who contract 
with these unfiltered fleets. 
  
Portland Clean Air appreciates the Eliot 
Neighborhood Association (ENA) who has 
taken a leadership role to address this with 
us. ENA has formed a committee to take 
action. If you have questions about how 
you can help with this committee, or about 
monitoring, home air filters, or any other 
questions, please contact me at 
greg@portlandcleanair.org or for more 
information go to portlandcleanair.org/
diesel. 
 

 Come hear a presentation by 
Portland Clean Air at the Eliot 
Neighborhood Association gen-
eral assembly meeting  on Mon-
day, October 21 at 6:30pm at St 
Philip the Deacon Church, 120 
NE Knott St (the corner of Knott 
and Rodney).  

(PCA,  from page 1) 

This GIS map of EPA NATA on-
road diesel particulate is modeled 
by Portland Clean Air over roads 
using ODOT 24 hour truck counts. 
The dark band by I5 is among the 
worst in Portland. The darker 
patch north of the Freemont 
Bridge/Albina Rail Yard is the 
worst spot in Portland. 
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C 
ascadia’s Garlington Health 
Center unveiled a new portrait 
by Jeremy Okai Davis to honor 

the retirement of long-time communi-
ty health advocate and activist, Sandra 
Ford, PA.C.  Sandra has played an 
instrumental role in community health 
for over 40 years, beginning at the 
Fred Hampton Peoples Health Clinic 
on Vancouver and Russell Streets in 
North Portland. After becoming a 
physician assistant (PA) in 1981, San-
dra started as a women’s health spe-
cialist, became a family practice clini-
cian, and soon became one of the first 
psychiatric PAs in the country. Sandra 
has been a steadfast presence at our 
Garlington Health Center since 2004. 

 
Sandra’s commitment to the commu-
nity has also been steadfast. As a 
member of Portland’s Black Panther 
Party, Sandra’s work included welfare 
rights advocacy, justice issues, and 
supporting students of color. With 
other members of the Black Panthers 
she helped organize a Free Breakfast 

Program for children in inner-city 
Portland at Highland Church that fed 
100 - 150 children a day, five days a 
week; worked to establish the Fred 
Hampton Memorial Peoples Free 
Health Clinic in Portland in 1969 
which arranged sickle cell anemia 
testing at schools and community 
events, screening approximately 
11,000 people in Portland; and set up 
the Free Dental Clinic that is now the 
Cleve Allen Dentist Clinic. And much 
more. 
  
“I hope to be remembered as a listen-
er, a person who cared, who was re-
spectful and tried always to do my 
best for others,” said Sandra. 
 

Community members can view this 
new portrait, as well as the other 
works by Jeremy Okai Davis, Arvie 
Smith, Hilary Pfeifer and Anne 
Crumpacker at the Garlington Health 
Center at 3036 NE Martin Luther 
King Jr Blvd. 

Sandra Ford Honored by Cascadia 
with Portrait by Jeremy Okai Davis 
By Jennifer Moffatt 

Artist Jeremy Okai Davis painted 
this portrait of Sandra Ford.  
Photo credit Emma Hodges 

Sandra Ford’s emotional reaction 
to her portrait . Photo credit Em-
ma Hodges 

Legacy Health Announces New President 
of Unity Behavioral Health Center 
By Vicki Guinn 

L 
egacy Health announced the 
appointment of Melissa Eck-
stein, MSSW, MBA, LCSW, as 

the new president of Unity Center for 
Behavioral Health effective Septem-
ber 30, 2019.  
 
“We selected Melissa after a rigorous 
nationwide search with multiple high-
ly qualified candidates,” said Trent 
Green, senior vice president and chief 
operating officer of Legacy Health. 
“Melissa brings a wealth of  
knowledge and experience in creating 
safe, caring environments for patients 
experiencing acute behavioral health 
crises and has a strong background in 
fostering relationships with staff, pa-
tients and the community.”    
 
“Compassionate and respectful 
around-the-clock mental health ser-
vices are needed for those facing a 
mental health crisis,” said Eckstein. 
“We can only do this with a highly-
trained staff of professionals who feel 
supported and can focus on providing 
high-level care to patients. I look for-
ward to working with Legacy Health 
leaders, staff and other partners to 

continue to improve the Unity Center 
model of care and to continue to build 
upon this greatly-needed service in 
the community.” 
 
Eckstein has held leadership roles 
guiding the operations of behavioral 
health centers that offer crisis inter-
vention. She most recently served as 
the chief executive officer of Palo 
Verde Behavioral Health, an inpatient 
and outpatient mental health and sub-
stance use treatment facility which 
offers programs for adults and adoles-
cents. Prior to that, Eckstein held the 
position of chief operating officer for 
Spring Mountain Treatment Center 
and Spring Mountain Sahara in Las 
Vegas, Nevada. She served as CEO 
for Salt Lake Behavioral Health Hos-
pital in Salt Lake, Utah, and COO for 
Ascend Health Corporation.   
 
Eckstein holds an undergraduate de-
gree from the University of North 
Texas; an MBA from Texas Women’s 
University; and a Master of Science in 
social work from the University of 
Texas at Arlington. She is a licensed 
clinical social worker.  
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Dining and Drinking in Eliot 
Breakfast/Coffee/Cafés     

Breadwinner Café  2323 N Williams (503)206-5917 

Bridges Café  2716 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 288-4169 

Compass Coffee Roasting 3290 N Vancouver (888) 723-2007 

Eliot E-Mat Café  2808 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 280-8889 

Goldrush Coffee Bar  2601 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 331-5955 

Little Gotham Coffee 722 N Page St  

Memoz Dessert Café 3494 N Williams (503) 477-6030 

Pine State Biscuits 125 NE Schuyler  (503) 719-5357 

Tiny’s Café  2031 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 467-4199 

TwentySix Café 2723 NE 7th  (503) 284-6033  

Bars/Taverns      

820 820 N Russell  (503) 284-5518 

Bill Ray’s Dive  2210 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 287-7254 

Bunk Bar  128 NE Russell  (503) 327-8234 

Ex Novo 2326 N Flint (503) 894-8251 

Game Knight Lounge 3037 N Williams  (503) 236-3377 

Labrewatory 670 N Russell (971) 271-8151 

Reverend Nat's Taproom 1813 NE 2nd (503) 567-2221 

Secret Society 116 NE Russell  (503) 493-3600 

Sloan’s Tavern  36 N Russell  (503) 287-2262 

Waypost  3120 N Williams  (503) 367-3182 

White Eagle Saloon 836 N Russell  (503) 282-6810 

Groceries and Markets    

Awash Ethiopian Market 2322 NE MLK Jr. (503) 281-0844 

Cathay Market 2858 N Williams  (503) 288-0330 

Chuck’s Market, J&S Grocery 2415 N Williams  (503) 281-6269 

Knott St Grocery 2709 N 7th  (503) 284-7490 

Merkato Ethiopian Food Store 2605 NE MLK Jr. (503) 331-9283 

New Seasons Market  3445 N Williams  (503) 528-2888 

Super Market 2322 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 281-0844 

Lunch/Dinner    

Brick and Motor Pizza 2222 OR 99E (MLK) (971) 988-6575 

Broder Nord 2240 N Interstate  (503) 282-5555 

Izakaya Kichinto 102 NE Russell (971) 255-0169 

OX  2225 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 284-3366 

Pepe Chile Taqueria & Catering 3441 N Vancouver  (503) 281-3340 

Pizza A Go Go 3240 N Williams  (503) 335-0300 

Popeye’s  3120 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 281-8455 

The People’s Pig 3217 N Williams (503) 347-2357  

Queen of Sheba 2413 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 287-6302 

Russell St Bar-B-Que 325 NE Russell  (503) 528-8224 

Sizzle Pie 125 NE Schuyler (503) 234-7437 

Pastas 3441 N Vancouver (503) 832-8197 

Pocket Pub 2719 NE 7th Ave (503) 287-3645 

Sparky’s Pizza  2434 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 282-3000  

Tamale Boy 668 N Russell (503) 477-6706 

Thai Palace Food Cart 3441 N Vancouver (503) 954-8011 

Toro Bravo  120 NE Russell  (503) 281-4464 

B 
rand new to the neighbor-
hood, Memoz Dessert Cafe 
opened this spring at 3494 
N. Williams. Founded by 

husband and wife team Aaron and 
Julie Allina, this one-of-a-kind, build-
your-own dessert cafe serves up in-
credible desserts, designed by you and 
baked in under two minutes, right in 
front of your eyes.  

With an array of menu items from 
comfort classics like brownies and 

cookies to the almond tart and season-
al crisp, there’s something for every-
one, including gluten-free and vegan 
options. Memoz offers an endless ar-
ray of desserts to choose from, you 
can design your own or choose from a 

selection of seasonal signature combi-
nations, and select fun toppings like 
Baked Alaska, caramel, ganache, or a 
la mode.  

Memoz pastry chef Erica Stephensen 
and her team of dessert guides then 
bake your creation in under two 
minutes utilizing the cafe’s cutting 
edge and lightning-fast ovens for a 
first of its kind dessert experience.  

Family friendly and built as a neigh-
borhood retreat, Memoz offers coffee 
as well as beer and wine for those old 
enough to imbibe. For families, board 
games and a relaxed atmosphere in-
vites you to come and stay 
awhile.  Memoz is open all day, 12 to 
9 pm Sunday through Thursday and is 
open late on Fridays and Saturdays, 
from 12 to 11 pm. 

Memoz Dessert Café – Creative, 
Deliciousness in Record Time 
By Memoz Dessert Café  

Brownie with Baked Alaska …
yummm!  
Photo courtesy Memoz  Dessert 
Café  

Portland Open Studios Provides 
a Peak Inside Northeast Studios 

By Joanie Krug 

P 
ortland Open Studios creates 
a unique educational oppor-
tunity for the public to wit-
ness art in the making, and 

learn about media, materials and the 
business of creative endeavor. 
Through this interaction, Portland 
Open Studios creates a platform for 
local artists to thrive, engage and fos-
ter a community that values the arts. 
 
This year, out of the total 118 
citywide individuals selected, the 
juried group of artists includes 22 
Northeast Portland artists whose stu-
dios will be open to the public. The 
work includes painting, ceramics, 
sculpture, photography, mixed media 

and jewelry.  The NE Open Stu-
dio community has also invited artists 
who participate in the Portland Art 
and Learning Center to take part in 
this event. 
 
Dates and times are the weekends of 
October 12-13, and October 19-20. 
Hours are 10am to 5pm for each of 
the four days. 
 
Look soon for the free official Open 
Studio map guide available all over 
the Portland metro area!  There will 
also be a NE Community card with a 
group map available throughout the 
neighborhood. 

T 
he Annual Bike ‘n’ Bite hosted by 
the Coalition of Black Men & 
Shellmire Unlimited P.C. on Satur-

day, August 3, 2019, was a huge success!  

Encouraging community participation and 
health and wellness, this event’s communi-
ty participation doubled from last year and 
it seems to be gaining more momentum 
each year.  

This is a once-a-year bike ride for the com-
munity where folks meet in the morning, 
follow a planned bike route, and end with a 
community luncheon.  

This year, community bikers began their 
bike ride at the Vanport Plaza located at 
5257 NE Martin Luther King Junior 

Boulevard, in Portland, and rode across the 
Vancouver Bridge to the historic Esther 
Short Park in downtown Vancouver, 
Washington, where they enjoyed festivities 
such as live music, food, farmer’s markets, 
other activities, and ending the bike ride 
with delicious healthy food at the Horn of 
Africa, also located in the Vanport Plaza. 
This event is open to the public, including 
families with children.  

The next annual bike ride will be held 
sometime in early August  2020, so mark 
your calendars and do not miss out on the 
fun! Contact Coalition of Black Men at 
503-919-6804 or Shellmire Unlimited P.C. 
at 503-946-3484 for more details.   

Coalition of Black Men/Shellmire Unlimited 
Bike ‘n’ Bite 
By Shireen Hasan 
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I 
nsurance Masters NW was started in 
2005 by Corey Kaster, a North Port-
land resident who saw the need for an 

insurance agency that does things different-
ly. Too often people do not secure proper 
insurance because it seems confusing, time
-consuming, or they receive incorrect ad-
vice. He began his agency to fix these 
problems by simplifying and streamlining 
the process, offering expert advice, and 
keeping the best interests of their clients at 
the forefront.  
 
In 2018 Insurance Masters NW became a 
Certified B Corporation as they have al-
ways been committed to social and envi-
ronmental responsibility. They also be-
came a 1% for the Planet Member, com-
mitting 1% of profits to environmental 
charities.  
 
In early 2019 Corey switched the office 
from being a semi-captive agency with 
Farmers Insurance to an independent insur-
ance brokerage. This allows them to offer 
more competitive pricing while still 
providing great coverage and quality cus-
tomer service. They have grown rapidly 
since this change.  
 
Many financial experts will tell you some 
unforeseen events and a lack of the right 
kind of insurance can spell trouble quickly. 
It can turn a bad day into a bad life! Call 
them today and they can analyze your in-
surance needs and get you covered easily 

at the right price. Everyone has different 
insurance needs. Connecting with them for 
a personalized business or individual as-
sessment can show how help protect your 
hard-earned assets. They offer an easy side
-by-side comparison to your current cover-
age/pricing so you can easily make the 
right choice. 
 
Corey was born and raised in Portland and 
loves the variety Portland and the sur-
rounding area offers. When not in the of-
fice you can find him out hiking, camping, 
wakeboarding, snowboarding, biking, do-
ing crossfit, yoga, exploring the city and 
more. As you can see he stays quite ac-
tive!  
 
In the industry since 2004, Derek Ortega 
joined the team with a passion for the im-
pact of insurance in people's lives. An ex-
pert in both personal and commercial in-
surance, he asks the right questions to pro-
vide customized packages to meet each 
need. 
 
Insurance Masters NW offers the follow-
ing insurance products - Business/
Commercial, Home, Life, Auto, Fire, 
Flood, Theft, and more. 
 
Contact them today to see how they can 
help. Call 503-419-6421 or drop by at 434 
NE Knott St. Suite 210  directly behind the 
Nike Factory store.  

Insurance Masters NW: Giving Back to the 
Planet and Covering Your Insurance Needs 

By Corey Kaster 

Taxed to Death, Part 2 
By Mike Warwick 

T 
his is the second article on current 
property tax issues, continuing the 
article in the Eliot Neighborhood 

News Spring issue. The first warned of 
potential changes to property taxes by the 
current state legislature. At the time, there 
were several legislators arguing inner N/NE 
properties were under-taxed and should be 
reassessed to increase tax payments. This 
was a consequence of Measure 50, a citizen 
initiative to cap the rate of property tax in-
creases passed in 1997. It appears that 
won’t happen. More on that in a bit, but 
Eliot hasn’t dodged the tax increase bullet. 
 
The other way Multnomah County can 
extract more taxes from a property in Eliot 
is selective reassessment. I stopped a Coun-
ty Assessor inspecting homes on my street 
about a month ago. He said the County was 
“updating its records.” While the Assessor 
has an obligation to keep accurate records, 
doing so on a selective basis — say focus-
ing on Eliot because it is “under-assessed” 
— strikes me as inequitable. While Meas-
ure 50 caps the basis for real market value 
(RMV), it allows reassessment for new 
construction and other improvements. Gen-
erally, reassessment is triggered by building 
permits; however, self-constructed im-
provements are included. Adding a deck is 
an example and was one item of interest to 
this assessor (among others). He also vol-
unteered that the County was implementing 
a “pilot” project to see how many improve-
ments since 1997 were missing from their 
records. Of course, any improvements that 
were noted would result in reassessment 
and higher taxes. Geographically targeted 
reassessments are concerning enough, but I 
heard another story that was more disturb-
ing. Several years ago a friend had a house 
built on her spare lot, like many others with 
their ADUs,  It was permitted and assessed 
at the time. Recently she received a proper-
ty tax bill for 5-years of under-assessment. 
She was told the County hadn’t adjusted 
her property value at the time and was col-
lecting for the previous 5-years at the cor-
rected rate, a bill over $25,000! 
 
The lesson for all of us in Eliot is that the 
County apparently has targeted our area for 
selective increases in assessed value and 
higher taxes. I noted this as a “worst-case” 
for property tax collections, but one that is 
pressing because governments can’t in-
crease taxes as much as they want because 
of Measure 50. To recap, property taxes are 
currently based on County assessment of 
the value of the land and improvements on 
it, typically a house. The tax rate for both is 

the same, so the total tax is based on the 
combination of land and improvements. 
Measure 50 fixed the local property tax rate 
to 0.015% of market value and limited an-
nual increases to 3%. The assessed value 
was indexed to 90% of 1996-7 RMV. As a 
review of the book Survival Math on page 
5 of this issue indicates, Albina in the 1990s 
was wracked with drugs, prostitution, and 
gang warfare resulting in reduced property 
values. Using a real-world example, in 
1997 a small house in Eliot had an RMV of 
$50,000 and taxes set at $750 (other fees 
brought the total to $1,000). Thanks to 
Measure 50, that house is now assessed 
$94,000 and total taxes at $2,400. Without 
Measure 50, the RMV would be $430,000 
and the taxes roughly four times higher!   
 
The previous article noted that if the state 
legislature did void Measure 50, it would 
cause all properties to be revalued and the 
actual tax change somewhat less than four 
times, so long as the total amount of tax 
collections was the same as today. For ex-
ample, if all properties were assessed at 
twice the current value, the actual tax 
would be the same as today – to prevent a 
windfall of tax payments to area govern-
ments. However, not all properties have 
increased at the same rate. Eliot’s values 
DID increase faster than some parts of the 
city, such as neighborhoods to the east and 
far south. As a result, Eliot tax payments 
would still increase more than many other 
neighborhoods.  
 
The legislature did not void Measure 50, 
and it's possible it can’t because it was a 
citizen initiative, which may require a pub-
lic vote to change. What the legislature did 
instead, with the urging of many govern-
ments and social and environmental 
groups, was offer a proposal of  a study of 
different ways of assessing taxes, one based 
only on land value; the value of improve-
ments would not be reflected in the tax rate. 
In other words, a small, 1909 cottage in 
Eliot would be assessed at the same rate as 
the recently built McMansion next door. 
This tax scheme is called land value taxa-
tion. A bill (SB 702) to study it as a replace-
ment for current property taxes has passed 
the Oregon Senate. It calls for a study next 
year, presumably to be used during the next 
Legislative session in 2021. The bill notes 
that the purpose of this study IS to find 
ways to increase revenues from property 
taxes, meaning higher property taxes re-
gardless.  

nomic benefits of UP's railroad service to 
our community. In addition to that, I think 
we can redevelop the site(s) into a more 
communal and meaningful space where, 
housing, transit, art, health, science, and 
wildlife all coexist. 
 
How did you get involved with the project? 
My curiosity and passion for large-scale 
infill redevelopment stumbled me into 
Homer [Williams]’s office many-a-years 
ago, and like many, I’m a product of my 
environment. Homer’s efforts are focused 
on getting people off the streets with his 
non-profit, Oregon Harbor of Hope, so 
Portland is incalculably lucky to have him. 
(oregonharborofhope.org) 
  
What do you want Eliot neighborhood 
residents to know about the project? 
Probably the same thing we’ve been telling 
everyone: we’re not crazy. Rail relocation is 
not a new solution — rather, it is one that 
has proven to be effective and necessary 
given the right conditions. It is happening 
all throughout the United States, in big and 
small markets alike: Memphis, Burlington, 

Boston, Nashville, San Gabriel, Lafayette 
(IN), Reno, Chicago, LA, and Salt Lake 
City, are among the cities that are planning 
or have taken steps to move their rail facili-
ties from urban core to outlying areas. I 
encourage you to think big, to think as big 
as you possibly can because this is a gener-
ational opportunity for every individual, 
motorist, cyclist and organization, living 
near or commuting through the CEIC 
(Central Eastside Industrial District). 
  
What's the status of funding for the study? 
We’re a little more than $5,000 short (of 
reaching our $25,000 goal), which is in-
credible. When we raise the remaining 
amount, the community will be able to say 
that this is a community funded & driven 
effort and ultimately,  get to be a stakehold-
er throughout the decision-making process. 
 
What can individual residents do to get 
involved with the project? 
Every dollar helps. With your assistance, 
we can let the creative engineers explore the 
possibilities of moving the Albina & 
Brooklyn intermodal facilities. Donations 
are being accepted online at  https://
www.albinarailrelocation.org/ 

(RAIL YARD, from page 5) 

E 
nvironmental Services has com-
pleted replacing or repairing ap-
proximately 10,000 feet of public 

sewer pipes in the southern part of the Eliot 
Neighborhood. These pipes were deterio-
rating due to age or were undersized for the 
sewer and stormwater flows in this area.  
 
The project also constructed eight green 
street planters on public streets in key loca-
tions. These green street planters will divert 
1.9 million gallons of stormwater annually 
from the sewer system, helping reduce the 
possibility of overflows into the river, base-
ment backups, and street flooding during 
periods of heavy rain. 
 
These improvements will help protect pub-
lic health, property and our environment by 
reducing the possibility of sewage releases 
into streets, homes and businesses. 
 
This was a major sewer and stormwater 
management project and we thank you for 

your cooperation and patience during con-
struction. To learn more about the project 
visit www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/Eliot. If 
you have any questions or comments about 
the project you may also contact Matt 
Gough, Community Outreach for City of 
Portland Environmental Services at  
(503)  823-5352  or                                     
Matthew.Gough@portlandoregon.gov.  

Eliot Sewer and Stormwater Project Update 
By Matthew Gough 

http://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/Eliot
mailto:Matthew.Gough@portlandoregon.gov
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I 
t’s evening in Portland’s South Water-
front District, and Annie Rudwick is 
getting her kids loaded for the trip 

home from work and daycare. Many par-
ents would see this as a job for something 
like a minivan. But Rudwick is helping her 
daughters – aged 1, 3 and 5 – onto the back 
of her electric-assist cargo bike. The e-boost 
gives her the power to easily carry a hun-
dred pounds of kid. And because of Port-
land’s rush-hour congestion, she says her 
four mile trip each way is often quicker 
by bike. 
 
“I didn’t want to have to bike and take a 
shower. I wanted something I could just 
commute in and get to work,” said Rud-
wick, the associate dean for finance and 
administration at Oregon Health & Science 
University’s School of Dentistry. “The 
electric bike allows me to not have to exer-
cise as much,” she added. “It really is just a 
mode of transportation.” 

Rudwick’s 12-foot-long bike-and-trailer 
combination is not the only vehicle that 
turns heads in the bike lanes. She’s part of a 
new trend that transportation experts are 
calling micromobility. It’s the idea that new 
technology – including smartphones and 
more efficient batteries – is sparking a big 
jump in small, nimble vehicles suited for 
increasingly crowded city streets. 

“We’re seeing a lot more users in bike 
lanes – bicycles, electric scooters, electric 
bikes. I see people on kind of skateboard 
sort of conveyances,” said Jillian Detweiler, 
executive director of The Street Trust, for-
merly known as the Bicycle Transporta-
tion Alliance. 

Most notable are those rental scooters that 
have been sprouting up in cities around the 
world. About 2,600 are now on the streets 
of Portland. 

 “I think people are just looking for differ-
ent ways to get around,” said Chris Warner, 
director of the Portland Bureau of Trans-
portation. He added that the popularity of 
the scooters show that riders are finding 
them a fun and affordable way to make 
short trips. Those scooters themselves are 
evolving. Since June, two scooter compa-
nies have offered vehicles with seats and 
larger wheels. Warner said he tried one out 
and liked it. “You know, I found the seated 
one a little steadier,” he said, noting that it 
could attract riders who find the standing 
scooters intimidating. 

A recent report from Deloitte, the interna-
tional consulting firm, said the rapid growth 
of the scooter industry – at a pace faster 
than the early years of ride-hailing compa-
nies like Uber – has boosted business inter-
est in micromobility. These vehicles “have 
the potential to better connect people with 
public transit, reduce reliance on private 
cars, and make the most of existing space 

by ‘right-sizing’ the vehicle, all while re-
ducing greenhouse gas emissions,” the 
Deloitte report said. 

Nobody’s quite sure how far all this will go. 
For example, China is pumping out hun-
dreds of thousands of low-speed electric 
cars that are typically about the size of golf 
carts. The Street Trust’s Detweiler said 
something like that could someday end up 
in Portland. “What we want to promote is 
using the right mode for the trip that you’re 
trying to take,” she said. Her trip to work, 
Detweiler added, is something she could 
readily make by bicycle. But maybe the 
“trip to the grocery store where I’m trying 
to get the 20% discount on a case of wine 
could be made a little two-seater electric car 
with a small cargo space in back.” 

Sam Schwartz, a former New York City 
transportation commissioner, has long ar-
gued for reducing the use of single-
occupancy autos in dense cities. In his new 
book, “No One at the Wheel: Driverless 
Cars and the Road of the Future,” Schwartz 
argues that the advent of autonomous vehi-
cles could be either a boon or a bane 
for micromobility. 

“Something’s got to give,” Schwartz said in 
a recent telephone interview. “You can’t 
have so many modes that move at differ-
ent speeds.” Schwartz said he wants to see 
self-driving vehicles regulated, in order to 
spur the use of transit and low-speed auton-
omous vehicles in cities. What he doesn’t 
want to see are large, single-occupant au-
tonomous vehicles that wind up pushing 
other users off the street. That’s something 
that could happen, he said, predicting that 
the tech-heavy automakers of the future 
“will be the most powerful industry 
on earth.” 

Of course, there’s plenty to argue about 
besides the future of robot cars. Today, the 
proliferation of scooters is riling plenty of 
people who complain that riders are too apt 
to use them on sidewalks – or to park them 
in ways that interfere with pedestrians or 
cars. Cyclists using their own energy to 
pedal are also having to contend with a lot 
of vehicles in bike lanes that move in differ-
ent ways and speeds. 

Joe Kurmaskie, a longtime writer on bikes 
in Portland and executive director of the 
Washington County Bicycle Transporta-
tion Coalition, started to say that the in-
creasing diversity in the bike lanes has its 
good and bad points. “Well, bad is maybe 
not the right word,” he quickly added. 
“[It’s] more learning to share the limited 
space we’re given as cyclists.” 

Warner, the Portland transportation direc-
tor, said Portland still has a lot of capacity in 
its bike lanes and is well-positioned to be 
on the front lines of micromobility. The city 

(See MICROMOBILITY, page 11) 

With Micromobility, Tech Sparks Nimble  
Innovations in Transportation 
By Jeff Mapes 

Annie Rudwick bikes to work with her daughters.  
Photo credit Cheyenne Thorpe/OPB 

Oregon’s Biggest Used Book Sale Is Coming! 
By Jackie Starr 

J 
oin the Friends of the Multnomah 
County Library at the annual Fall 
Used Book Sale, Oregon’s biggest 

and best used book sale, October 4-7, 
2019. This sale features over 40,000 items 
at great prices. Hardcover and quality trade 
paperbacks start at $2, mass market paper-
backs and children’s books at 50 cents and 
$1, CDs at $1, and DVDs at $2. Also avail-
able are comic books, graphic novels, au-
dio books, LPs, video games, pamphlets, 
sheet music, and maps – all sorted and in 
excellent condition. Proceeds of the sale 
benefit programs of the Multnomah Coun-
ty Library. 
 
The event takes place at the Lloyd Center 
DoubleTree Hotel Exhibit Hall, 1000 NE 
Multnomah St., Portland, Oregon 97232. 
The event is easily accessible by TriMet/
MAX. Vouchers providing $3 parking in 
the on-site garage are available to all at-
tendees. 
 

 Friday, October 4, 6pm-9pm - 
Members Only Pre-Sale + Collector’s 
Corner 

 Saturday, October 5, 9am-9pm - 
Literary Trivia and Bar 6pm-9pm + 
Collector’s Corner 

 Sunday, October 6, 11am-5pm - 
Educators Discount Day, 50% off 
with school ID 

 Monday, October 7, 9am-3pm - 
Shopper's Choice 50% off EVERY-
THING or $25 / Box  - ALL DAY 
LONG! 

The weekend’s activities will once again 
include our popular Literary Trivia on Sat-
urday night from 6pm-9pm, featuring a no-
host bar and prizes for the winning teams. 
This year’s trivia night will feature ques-
tions suggested by Multnomah County 
librarians. Sunday will also see the return 
of Educators Discount Day, when educa-
tors receive 50% off all purchases with a 
valid school ID.  Monday features a new 
pricing option: from open to close, shop-
pers can choose 50% off all items, or a flat 
rate of $25 per box! 
  
In addition to the general inventory, the 
Collector's Corner on Friday and Saturday 
offers a variety of unusual, scarce and sur-
prising finds, including signed and gift-
quality books in a variety of genres, 
ephemera, quality vintage vinyl records, 
DVDs, and affordable non-book novelties. 
For Fall, we are embracing the mysteries of 
the Northwest with the theme of 
"Searching for the elusive… in a book!" 
with strong selections on Portland and the 
Northwest, fiction, children's books, fanta-
sy and sci-fi, and fascinating people and 
places. Of course tried and true sections on 
crafts, art, and hobbies will return in force! 
Everything in the Corner is hand-picked 
and special. Come check it out! 
 
While admission to the event is free, the 
sale opens Friday with a Members Only 
Pre-Sale from 6pm-9pm. Memberships 
can be purchased at the door, but those 
interested in attending the Members- Only 
Pre--Sale are strongly encouraged to join or 
renew their membership in ad-
vance.  People can join online at friends-
library.org, at the Friends Library Store in 

(See BOOK SALE,  page 11) 

https://www.friends-library.org/
https://www.friends-library.org/
https://www.friends-library.org/events/fallbooksale-lsbyd
https://www.friends-library.org/events/fallbooksale-lsbyd
https://www.friends-library.org/
https://www.friends-library.org/store


11 

 

F 
our  local  artists join Open Signal 
Portland Community Media Center 
for the third year of its New Media 

Fellowship, a residency program that sup-
ports artists exploring the social implica-
tions of immersive technologies. 
 
Artists Myles de Bastion, Laura Medina, 
Jessica Mehta and Sam Mendoza will each 
work in residence for four months to create 
new projects that incorporate virtual reality 
(VR), mixed reality, 360 video and immer-
sive media art installations. Their work will 
use immersive media to address science 
fiction, poetry, decolonization and immi-
grant experiences. The residencies begin 
September  2019. 
 
The fellowship is the only program of its 
kind in the state of Oregon, and a unique 
opportunity for Portland-based experi-
mental media artists to receive professional 
support and to create new work. Each artist 
will receive a $2,000 stipend, a $500 mate-
rial budget and studio production training 
with 3D and VR software and equipment 
from Open Signal’s new media inventory. 
 
Artists will also have a one-on-one mentor-
ship with Matt Henderson of Portland Im-
mersive Media Group and 360 Labs, a 
Portland-based company specializing in 
360-degree media. Each artist will present a 
final exhibition of their work on site at  
Open Signal.   
 
With support from the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, the fellows will also trav-
el to New Mexico to exhibit their work at 
the CURRENTS Santa Fe International 
New Media Festival in June 2020. At the 
festival, they will show their work at the 
360-degree Digital Dome at the Institute for 
American Indian Arts (IAIA). 
 
“It is really exciting to be able to bring our 
fellows out-of-state for the first time,” said 
Taylor Neitzke, Director of Programs 
at Open Signal. “It is a huge honor to pre-
sent the work of these artists at an interna-
tional media festival in a truly one-of-a-
kind space at the IAIA. We are excited 
about how this trip will help these artists 
take their careers to the next level and incite 
conversations with artists in other  states.” 
 
Past and current New Media Fellows have 

received grants, exhibitions, fellowships 
and residencies at locations around the 
country. Most recently, Fellow Sharita 
Towne received a 2019 Creative Capital 
award, Manuel Arturo Abreu was selected 
for a 2019 Emerging Artist Residency at 
the Centrum Foundation and May Cat for a 
2020 residency at the Santa Fe Art Institute. 
 
2019-20 New Media Fellows applied to the 
program through an open call for submis-
sions. They were selected by a panel of 
local and national arts organizers. 
 
The New Media Fellowship program is 
funded by the National Endowment for the 
Arts and the Jackson Foundation. 
 

     Fellowship  Bios 
September - December 2019 Fellows 
Jessica Mehta is a multi-award-winning 
poet and artist who works at the intersec-
tions of mixed and digital media. She is 
currently a poetry editor at Bending Gen-
res literary review, Airlie Press, and the 
peer-reviewed Exclamat!on journal. Jessica 
is also the founder of the Jessica Tyner 
Scholarship Fund, the only scholarship 
exclusively for Native Americans pursuing 
an advanced degree  in  writing. 
 
Jessica’s  exhibition  opens at Open Signal  
March  10, 2020. 
 
Laura Camila Medina is an interdiscipli-
nary artist born in Bogota, Colombia and 
raised in Orlando, Florida. She bases her 
practice around memory and identity as a 
response to personal, cultural and historical 
research. Her work has shown at the Center 
for Contemporary Art & Culture, 
PLANETA New York, Blackfish Gallery 
and with the Nat Turner Project. She earned 
her BFA at the Pacific Northwest College 
of Art. 
 
Laura’s  exhibition opens at Open Signal  
May 12,  2020.  
 
February  -  May  2020  Fellows 
Sam Mendoza is an educator at Portland 
Community College, as well as the Manag-
er of the Virtual Reality Development Cen-
ter at PCC's Cascade Campus. They work 
as an independent artist and activist focus-
ing largely on technology, indigenous fu-
turism, decolonization, immigrant rights, 
trans rights, equity and environmentalism. 
 
Sam’s  exhibition opens at Open Signal  
August 11,  2020. 
 
Myles de Bastion is an artistic director, 
musician and creative-altruist who develops 
technology and art installations that enables 
sound to be experienced as light and vibra-
tion. A strong advocate for disability rights, 
Myles’ work centers upon themes of inclu-
sion, diversity, equity and access for Deaf 
and disabled people. He is the founder of 
CymaSpace, a nonprofit that facilitates arts 
and cultural events that are inclusive of the 
Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing. 
 
Myles’ exhibition opens 
at Open Signal October 13, 2020.  

has nearly 400 miles of bike routes and 
may expand its bike-share network next 
year to include electric bikes. That could 
attract potential riders who want the ease of 
e-bikes but don’t want to shell out the 
$1,500 to $4,000 cost of one. “We’re really 
open and hoping to encourage innovation 
and finding ways to get people around safe-
ly and sustainably,” Warner said. 

Rudwick, who uses the electronic-assist 
cargo bike, said her daily commute gives 
her a glimpse of a city built 
around micromobility. “For me,” she said, 
“the system is so great.” Almost her entire 
ride is either in bike lanes or off-street 
paths. She gets free valet parking at the 
base of the tram up to OHSU, which means 
she doesn’t even have to lock her bike. In 
addition, OHSU gives Rudwick a $1.50-a-
day subsidy for cycling to work. More im-
portantly, she avoids car parking fees that 
run at least $13 a day. 

“You can buy a lot of e-bike with the cost 
savings there,” said her husband, Allan 
Rudwick, who has long been avid about 
the potential of electric bikes. “I’m really 
excited to see where this goes,” he said of 
the emerging micromobility revolution. 

Annie Rudwick said she now finds that the 
days when she has to drive to work are the 

most hassle. But she conceded that her 
daughters sometime complain about cy-
cling in the rain. 

“You can buy a lot of e-bike with the cost 
savings there,” said her husband, Allan 
Rudwick, who has long been avid about 
the potential of electric bikes. 

“I’m really excited to see where this goes,” 
he said of the emerging micromobili-
ty revolution. 

Annie Rudwick said she now finds that the 
days when she has to drive to work are the 
most hassle. But she conceded that her 
daughters sometime complain about cy-
cling in the rain. 

(MICROMOBILITY, from page 10) 

Open Signal Explores Immersive Media 
with Four New Media Fellows 
By Yousef Hatlani 

Clockwise from upper left: Jessi-
ca Mehta, Laura Medina, Sam 
Mendoza and Myles de Bastion. 
Photo credit Sam Gehrke and 
Open Signal Annie Rudwick adjusts her daugh-

ter’s helmet as they prepare for 
a bike ride. Photo credit Chey-
enne Thorpe/OPB 

Fortunately, Grove volunteers from Bureau 
of Environmental Services, Xerces Society, 
Ivy School, and friends of the Boise Eliot 
Native Grove leaped into action, digging 
up dozens of Willow and Ninebark plant-
ings to preserve them from the backhoe. 
Plants were stored in 20 buckets until the 
repair was completed, and another crew of 
hearty volunteers worked to replant them at 

the end of the month. Hurrah for Commu-
nity! Also, a huge thank you to all our Wa-
tering Heroes and Willow Guardians this 
summer for keeping the Grove enchanting. 
 
Stay tuned at the Boise Eliot Native Grove 
website, Facebook, and Instagram about 
upcoming willow weaving and other mar-
velous events! www.nativegrovepdx.org 

(GROVE, from page 3) 

Central Library (801 SW 10th Ave, Port-
land, OR 97205) or by mailing a check to 
1020 SW Taylor, Ste. 439, Portland, OR 
97205. Annual individual memberships are 
$25 and family memberships are only $35. 
The sale’s Book Depot offers an invaluable 
service to shoppers on Friday and Saturday. 
Shoppers can drop off boxes or bags of 
books they plan to purchase and then con-
tinue to browse while volunteers total the 
purchases to expedite checkout. Volunteers 

are also available to help load boxes into 
nearby vehicles. 
 
Please note: no electronic devices to check 
prices will be allowed during Friday’s 
Members Only event. Phones and scanners 
will be allowed Saturday through Monday 
for checking individual items. Items may 
not be set aside to be scanned later. 
 
For more information or to become a 

member call (503-) 224--9176 or visit 

friends-libray.org.  

(BOOK SALE, from page 10) 

http://www.nativegrovepdx.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/801+SW+10th+Ave,+Portland,+OR+97205/@45.5191603,-122.6831981,16z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x54950a1b4af7d315:0xf7a69352cb2a8319?hl=en
https://www.google.com/maps/place/801+SW+10th+Ave,+Portland,+OR+97205/@45.5191603,-122.6831981,16z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x54950a1b4af7d315:0xf7a69352cb2a8319?hl=en
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Community Events 
 

Land Use and Transportation Committee (LUTC) 
Meeting 
St Philip the Deacon 120 NE Knott St 
7:00pm Monday– October 14, November 11, De-
cember 9 
 

Neighborhood Association Meeting 
St Philip the Deacon 120 NE Knott St 
6:30pm Mondays– October 21, November 18, De-
cember 16 
 

Northeast Coalition of Neighborhoods  
4815 NE 7th Ave  
www.necoalition.org, 503.388.5004  
 

Meetings: 
 Safety and Livability Meeting—6:30pm, 3rd 

Monday of month  
 

 NECN Board Meetings—6:30pm, 3rd Tuesday 
of month 
 10/15 Board Meeting speaker topic: What’s 

next for Neighborhoods: Looking beyond Code 
Change, Panel  

 11/19 Board Meeting speaker topic: Neighbor-
hood support for Houselessness Neighbors 
Kaia Sand, Street Roots (tentative) 

  12/17 Board Meeting speaker topic: Develop-
ment in our District, Albina Vision and Lloyd 
Community Association (tentative) 

 

 Community Police Relations Committee—
5:30pm, 3rd Wednesday of month  

 

 NECN Land Use Transportation Committee—
7:00pm, 4th Wednesday of month 

 
 
Did we miss something?  
Email news@EliotNeighborhood.org  to   
submit something for the next edition 
 

Entertainment/Events 
 

Civilian Studios 
2210 N Lewis Ave 
503-476-2716  
 
Columbia Gorge Model Railroad Club 
2505 N Vancouver Ave 
503-288-7246 
Columbiagorgemodelrailroadclub.com 
Open House 10 am—5 pm Saturdays and Sundays 
in November  
 

Fisk Gallery 
3613 NE Martin Luther King Jr Blvd 
Wednesday-Friday 12-6 
Saturday and Sunday 12-4 
fiskgallery.com, 661-733-3521  
 

Friends of the Library BOOK SALE 
DoubleTree Hotel Exhibit Hall  
1000 NE Multnomah  
October 4-7 see article page 10 for details 
friends-library.org, 503-224-9176 
 

Game Knight Lounge 
3037 N Williams Ave 
Pdxgameknight.com, 503-236-3377 
 

Lloydean Presents Art Gallery 
2728 NE Martin Luther King Jr Blvd 
lloydeanpresents.com, 503-951-8234 
 

Matt Dishman Community Center 
77 NE Knott St 
503-823-3673 
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/60406  
Fall Guide—https://issuu.com/portlandparks/docs/
mdcc?fr=sYzBjZTIwMTI4OA  
 

Open Signal 
2766 NE MLK Jr Blvd   
opensignalpdx.org, 503-288-1515 
 

Self Enhancement, Inc 
5th Annual Purple Mile Walk Against Domestic Vio-
lence  
3920 N Kerby 
October 5, 9am registration, 10:30am walk, 
11:30am celebration 
selfenhancement.org/event/purple-mile-2019 
facebook.com/events/311221753020805 
 

Union Knott Gallery 
2726 NE Martin Luther King Jr Blvd 
971-207-1231 By Appointment 
 

The Waypost 
3120 N Williams Ave 
thewaypost.com, 503-367-3182 
 

White Eagle 
836 N Russell St 
mcmenamins.com/WhiteEagle 
503-282-6810 
 

Wonder Ballroom 
128 NE Russell St 
wonderballroom.com, 503-284-8686 
 

Recurring Events 
 

Tuesdays -  7 pm Trivia at The Waypost 
        - 7 pm Trivia at Reverend Nat’s 
        - 5pm brewery tour, 5:30 new       
               beer re lease, 6-8 live music at     
             Labrewatory 
 

Wednesday - Karaoke at The Waypost 
 - Neighborhood Knight at Game 

Knight Lounge (no cover charge for 
residents of Eliot) 

 

Sundays  -12:00-1:30pm Refuge in the Park at 
Dawson Park 2926 N Williams (no 
service on December 30) 
@refugeportland on Facebook 

 

mailto:news@EliotNeighborhood.org
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