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O 
n a rainy Saturday in Octo-
ber 1966, Governor Mark 
Hatfield presided over a 
ceremony celebrating the 

completion of Interstate-5 through the 
state of Oregon. Construction of the 
Marquam Bridge had just finished, 
the final piece of a 308 mile stretch of 
a highway that cost $300 million and 
would prove its role as the economic 
artery of the state. 
 
Fifty years later, the burden of I-5 has 
only grown in importance. In 2010, 
government officials began planning 
for a project to address safety issues 
on the freeway, especially around the 
intersections of I-5, I-405, and I-84. 
The confluence of these freeways had 
become a predictable bottleneck for 
an expanding population. Tasked with 
finding a solution, the Oregon Depart-
ment of Transportation proposed a 
project to add auxiliary lanes to ramps 
exiting and entering the highway, re-
ducing collisions for cars trying to 
make quick lane changes. In 2017, the 
Oregon legislature budgeted another 
$300 million to complete the updates. 
 
Since then, the estimated cost of the 
“Rose Quarter Improvement Project” 
has ballooned to nearly $800 million, 
and public opposition has grown 
apace. 

Aaron Brown, founder of No More 
Freeways, along with a coalition of 
neighborhood and city organizers, is 
pushing for the Oregon Transporta-
tion Commission to instruct ODOT to 
perform an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for the project. Since 
the project got funding three years 
ago, Brown has been working against 
it as a labor of love. “This is how I’m 
choosing to spend my time when we 
have ten years to solve the climate 
apocalypse, right? Stopping a massive 
fossil fuel infrastructure in the back-
yard of Harriet Tubman middle 
school. It’s exhausting and pretty de-
moralizing at times and it’s pretty 
frustrating to see the ways which this 
project continues to churn forward.” 
 
ODOT performed an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) in May 2019, which 
is required of any project that uses 
federal funds. “We certainly answered 
an awful lot of questions that you can 
see in there", said Don Hamilton, 
spokesman for ODOT.  “A lot of the 
cultural issues, air quality, noise is-
sues, a lot of things are in there.” 
However, Brown and his cohort are 
asking for even more to be done.  
 
An EIS is a more rigorous evaluation 
than an EA, and notably requires 

(See I-5, page 9) 

By Ruth Eddy 

 

The I-5 Thorn in the Rose Quarter  Eliot Neighborhood Association  
General Assembly Meeting 
 

Come express your ideas, vote on issues, and meet 

your neighbors!  

Twice a year board meetings are open to all residents of the Eliot Neighbor-

hood to vote on any items and discuss  issues.  You also have a chance to meet 

some of your fellow Eliot residents. So join us, we’d love to meet you, intro-

duce you to our board and have you get involved! 
 

Monday, Apr il 20 6:30-8:30 pm 
St. Philip the Deacon Church, 120 NE Knott St., corner of Knott and Rodney 
(In case of cancellation, notice will be placed on our website—
www.eliotneighborhood.org) 
 

Guest Speaker:  
Mary Peveto, Neighbors for Clean Air, whatsinourair.org 
 
Topic:  
Diesel particulate emissions, repercussions of air pollution and 
what we can do to help  

Editor’s Note: As we all know, the Covid 19 vi-
rus situation is changing daily. As of the printing 
of this issue, the events listed  in the newspaper 
were still planned.  However, many businesses 
may need to be closed and events may need to 
be cancelled or postponed.  Please check the 
websites or contact the businesses or events for 
the latest status.  

Stay safe, check on your neighbors, and remem-
ber our neighborhood businesses would appreci-
ate your patronage whenever possible.  We need 
to work together as a community to get through 
these tough times.   

If you are elderly, disabled, or part of the de-
fined vulnerable population, or know someone 
who needs help, please contact the neighbor-
hood association. If we can help you with deliv-
ery of groceries, prescriptions, or supplies, con-
tact us at info@eliotneighborhood.org. 

For other resources and how to handle sharing and caring during a pan-
demic, check out the Buy Nothing Get Everything post below
(www.buynothinggeteverything.com in the Blog tab) and consider join-
ing the “Buy Nothing Lloyd District/Eliot/Irvington (West), NE Portland, 
OR” Facebook group and join Nextdoor.com to stay connected.  

https://www.buynothinggeteverything.com/post/how-share-during-pandemic?
fbclid=IwAR2vFaPqZWaVAXlgmNjUAQHwE4e5IxogQGot2r5WtiuSNLW0dAJgkp6Lol
U  

H 
ere are two websites and links 
to previous articles in the Eliot 
News and on OPB for you to 

read before the discussion at the Eliot 
Neighborhood Association General 
Assembly Meeting 
 

Let’s get educated and join 
the fight for cleaner air! 
 
Neighbors for Clean Air—
www.whatsinourair.org 
 
Portland Clean Air— 
www.portlandcleanair.org 
 

What You Need to Know About Diesel 
Particulates and Air Filters— 
https://eliotneighborhood.org/2020/03/10/
what-you-need-to-know-about-diesel-
particulates-and-air-filters/  
 
Portland Neighbors Addressing Diesel 
Pollution— 
https://eliotneighborhood.org/2018/10/26/
portland-neighbors-addressing-diesel-
pollution/  
 
OPB Here's How Portland Can Reduce 
Diesel Pollution: Report— 
https://www.opb.org/news/article/diesel-
pollution-portland-reduce-lewis-clark/  

Prepare for the Discussion About Diesel  
Particulates in Our Air 
By Sue Stringer 

https://www.buynothinggeteverything.com/post/how-share-during-pandemic?fbclid=IwAR2vFaPqZWaVAXlgmNjUAQHwE4e5IxogQGot2r5WtiuSNLW0dAJgkp6LolU
https://www.buynothinggeteverything.com/post/how-share-during-pandemic?fbclid=IwAR2vFaPqZWaVAXlgmNjUAQHwE4e5IxogQGot2r5WtiuSNLW0dAJgkp6LolU
https://www.buynothinggeteverything.com/post/how-share-during-pandemic?fbclid=IwAR2vFaPqZWaVAXlgmNjUAQHwE4e5IxogQGot2r5WtiuSNLW0dAJgkp6LolU
https://eliotneighborhood.org/2020/03/10/what-you-need-to-know-about-diesel-particulates-and-air-filters/
https://eliotneighborhood.org/2020/03/10/what-you-need-to-know-about-diesel-particulates-and-air-filters/
https://eliotneighborhood.org/2020/03/10/what-you-need-to-know-about-diesel-particulates-and-air-filters/
https://eliotneighborhood.org/2018/10/26/portland-neighbors-addressing-diesel-pollution/
https://eliotneighborhood.org/2018/10/26/portland-neighbors-addressing-diesel-pollution/
https://eliotneighborhood.org/2018/10/26/portland-neighbors-addressing-diesel-pollution/
https://www.opb.org/news/article/diesel-pollution-portland-reduce-lewis-clark/
https://www.opb.org/news/article/diesel-pollution-portland-reduce-lewis-clark/
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Eliot Neighborhood Association 
The Eliot Neighborhood Association is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization whose members 
are the residents and business owners of the Eliot Neighborhood. Its purpose is to inform 
Eliot residents about issues affecting the neighborhood through meetings, newsletters 
and other activities. Members of the neighborhood association must be over 14 years old 
and live, own property, have a business, or represent a nonprofit within the 
neighborhood. The Eliot Neighborhood Association was founded in 1969. It is recognized 
by the City of Portland, is a member of the Northeast Coalition of Neighborhoods, Inc., 
and its members represent Eliot on other committees. 

Eliot Board 
Co-Chair - Allan Rudwick – arudwick@gmail.com 503-703-3910 

Co-Chair - Jimmy Wilson – jwilsonassoc@yahoo.com 503-740-5923 

Recorder - Jennifer Wilcox - Jennifer.wilcox@cascadiabhc.com  

Treasurer - Jim Hlava – jim.hlava@cascadiabhc.com 503-998-3406 

News Editor - Sue Stringer – news@eliotneighborhood.org 520-260-1554 

Community Outreach -Shireen Hasan - shihas_2005@yahoo.com  

 Darren Holcomb - darrenholcomb101@yahoo.com 503-926-1458 

 Jonathan Konkol - jonathankonkol@gmail.com  503-315-7795 

 Patricia Montgomery - needachange@comcast.net 503-758-1263 

 Sherry Staggs - sherrylstaggs@yahoo.com 

 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 
 LUTC Chair - Brad Baker – bradmbak@gmail.com 415-385-0875 

 LUTC Vice Chair - Jonathan Konkol – jonathankonkol@gmail.com 503-315-7795 

 Allan Rudwick – arudwick@gmail.com  503-703-3910 

 Phil Conti – pconti@lwocorp.com 503-281-1378 

 

Committees: 
Webmaster - Vacant 

NECN Rep - Vacant 

Livability Team Chair—Jody Guth - jodyguth@gmail.com  

 

Eliot Monthly Meetings 

Meetings of the Eliot Neighborhood Association are held on the third Monday of 
each month at 6:30 pm St. Philip the Deacon Church, 120 NE Knott Street 
(unless noted otherwise). It’s a great opportunity to meet your neighbors, stay 
informed, help build a stronger community, and have input into city decisions 
that may effect you. 

All meetings are open to the public. All meetings are held at St Philip 
the Deacon Church 120 NE Knott Street. Building is ADA accessible. 

Land Use Meeting - April 13, 7:00-8:30pm 

Neighborhood Meeting - April 20, 6:30-8:30pm  

Land Use Meeting - May 11, 7:00-8:30pm 

Neighborhood Meeting – May 18, 6:30-8:30pm 

Land Use Meeting - June 8, 7:00-8:30pm 

Neighborhood Meeting - June 15, 6:30-8:30pm 

For agendas and more information, see www.eliotneighborhood.org 

Directions: St. Philip the Deacon Church - southeast of the Matt Dishman        
Community Center on the corner of NE Rodney Avenue and NE Knott Street 

Eliot News 
Eliot News is published four times a year by the Eliot Neighborhood Association. 
It is mailed free of charge to every address in the neighborhood. It does not 
have an ISBN or ISSN. 

 ●Editor and Layout -Sue Stringer - news@eliotneighborhood.org 520-260-1554 

 ●Business Bulk Delivery – Susan Bailey baileywick97212@msn.com 503-284-7010  

Rights to articles are retained by the author. Opinions of the authors do not 

necessarily reflect the official positions of the Eliot Neighborhood Association. 

Letters to the editor, suggestions or comments: news@eliotneighborhood.org 

ELIOT NEWS AD RATES 

The Eliot News is a quarterly with circulation of about 3,100 and is mailed             
to all of the homes and businesses in the Eliot neighborhood.                                 

Ad deadlines are 3/8, 6/8, 9/8, and 12/8.  

Category Size  1x 2x 3x 4x 

1/16 Page 4.9” W x 1.8” H $40 $73 $99 $120 

1/8 Page 4.9” W x 3.8” H $81 $148 $201 $244 

1/4 Page 4.9” W x 7.8” H $161 $293 $399 $484 

1/2 Page 10” W x 7.8” H $338 $615 $838 $1,016 

Full Page 10” W x 15.8” H $676 $1,229 $1,676 $2,032 

Printed on recycled paper 

Website: eliotneighborhoood.org ◊       :@EliotNeighborhd  
: Eliot Neighborhood ◊       : eliotneighborhood 

Letter from the Editor 
By Sue Stringer 

                 TABLE OF CONTENTS  

I-5 Expansion Project 1 

Community Collection Events 2 

Letter from the Co-Chair: T.U.R.N. 3 

Letter from the LUTC Chair 3 

Primary Election Primer 3 

Reclaiming Stolen Black Lands 4 

Good in the Hood 4 

Earth Day in the Native Grove 5 

Joseph M Manning Cottage Move 5 

Randall Children’s Hospital Award 5 

Earthquake Tech Seismic Upgrades 7 

CLT in Residential Infill Housing 7 

Legion Motorcycle Company 8 

Destino Café 8 

Within and Beyond:Flowers Houses 10 

Jessica Mehta: emBODY Poetry 11 

Juneteenth Celebration 11 

Grateful Heart Veterinary Hospital 11 

Active Listings Bed Bath Sq Ft Price 

105 NE Fargo #105 3 1 819 $339,900  

209 NE Monroe 4 1 2662 $450,000 

632 NE Knott 2 2.1 1286 $465,000  

2758 NE Rodney 3 3 1680 $549,999  

514 NE Sacramento 3 3.1 2240 $625,000 

2259 NE 7th Ave 2 2.1 1887 $729,000 

Pending Listings         

310 NE Morris 3 2.1 1328 $424,900  

2682 NE 6th Place 2 2.1 1185 $425,000  

Sold Listings     

42 NE Cook 4 1 2536 $380,000  

36 NE Cook 5 2 3749 $600,000  

3385 NE 7th Ave 4 3.1 2787 $725,000  

537 NE Cook 4 4 2548 $749,000  

Community Collection Events  
The Eliot Neighborhood Association is not 
holding a Community Collection Event/
Spring Clean Up this year. Below are listed 
three events where you can still take your 
unwanted items that would normally go to 
the Metro Central Station or to be reused/
recycled. See each neighborhood associa-
tion’s websites or NECN (necoalotion.org) 
for collection guidelines and also any 
changes to planned events because of the 
coronavirus. 
 

Humboldt & King Neighborhoods/ 
5/9/2020  9AM-1PM  
Emmanuel Temple, 1033 N Sumner  
 
Sabin/ Sullivan's Gulch / Betty 
Walker Neighborhood Cleanup 
5/16/2020 10AM-2PM  
Maranatha Church, 4222 NE 12th 
 
Vernlawndia (Vernon Woodlawn 
Concordia Neighborhoods)  
5/30/2020 8AM- 2PM  
PCC Workforce Training Center 
5600 NE 42nd Ave  

H 
ello Eliot! Well, my original let-
ter was going to be about the 
glories of spring and how we 

should try to all get out together and enjoy 
the weather and the beautiful flowers. 
Then the pandemic hit with a vengeance 
as I was starting the layout for this issue.  
  
I’d say that we still need to enjoy the beau-
ty of spring from the view of our windows 
or the safety of our backyard, but we also 
need to focus on what we do have and 
appreciate that we are not in a disaster that 
has contaminated our clean water or de-
stroyed our homes.  
 
I’m sure you all are feeling this, but con-

nection is more important now than ever 
and we need to make sure that we work 
together to get past this crisis. Let’s em-
brace hope and the future and do what we 
can for our neighbors in need and be sure 
to take care of yourself too. We appreciate 
all our neighbors and look forward to see-
ing you in person in the not too distant 
future.  
 
In the mean time, enjoy this issue of the 
Eliot News. There are festivals, history 
lessons, a primer about our election pro-
cess, new businesses to support and issues 
to take action on. As always, feel free to 
reach out with any comments at 
news@eliotneighborhood.org.  
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C 
limate change has been 
top of mind a lot for me 
recently. I used to think 
that individual consump-

tion choices could help make a 
change, but recently I’ve adapted 
more of the mindset that we need 
to advocate for systemic changes 
that enable people to lead more 
sustainable lives and help make 
sustainable choices the default. 
Luckily, the city has been pushing 
for some land use and transporta-
tion policies recently that will help 
achieve more sustainable out-
comes. 
 
I’m personally excited about the 
Residential Infill Project. I will 
admit that it has flaws, but I think 
the positives far outweigh the neg-
atives. At a high level, it ends the 
ban of building 2, 3, and 4 plexes 
in single family zoned lots. By al-
lowing for the construction of 
higher density living arrange-
ments, heating will be more effi-
cient (less energy usage!), and 
transit, walking, and bicycling for 
daily errands become more viable 
(less fossil fuel consumption!). 
Another benefit is that the require-
ment for off-street parking is re-
moved which will hopefully lead 
to more tree coverage as there will 
be fewer driveways and more 

space for trees. The city’s own 
analysis also showed that this pro-
posal would decrease displacement 
in Eliot which is a huge win for 
the neighborhood. 
 
Another policy proposal the city 
has recently put forth is the Rose 
Lane Project. The aim with this 
proposal is to get busses out of car 
traffic on the most utilized routes. 
By helping the bus move more 
quickly, we’ll be helping move 
people more quickly and we’ll 
make taking the bus a more viable 
alternative to driving for more 
people. The more people who 
choose taking the bus over driving 
leads to less emissions. This pro-
ject will also benefit Eliot as some 
of the busses to be prioritized are 
the 6 on MLK and the 4/44 on 
Vancouver/Williams. 
 
It’s an exciting time to be involved 
right now as a lot is changing and 
there are some projects that make 
me feel optimistic which can be 
hard to come by right now. If this 
kind of thing sounds interesting to 
you, we’d love for you to come to 
our Eliot Neighborhood Land Use 
and Transportation Committee 
meetings on the second Monday of 
the month at 7pm at St Philip the 
Deacon. 

H 
aving lived in this community 
all my life, which is 60 plus 
years, serving as co-chair of 
the Eliot Neighborhood Asso-

ciation, and being one of only three mem-
bers of color in the association, it has be-
come increasingly clear that my voice and 
presence is critically necessary as we seek 
to preserve our sense of community in an 
environment of gentrification and social 
change.   
 
From my early years, as a kid living and 
walking the streets of my neighborhood, I 
have fond memories of the streets, parks, 
schools, churches, community centers, the 
families, the neighbors, the local grocery 
stores, the black-owned gas stations and 
auto repair shops that represented my com-
munity.  At that time, over 250 black-
owned businesses occupied North Portland 
from Mississippi, Vancouver, and Wil-
liams to Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard.  
Looking back, I see how we took for grant-
ed the sense of a village and community 
we enjoyed.   
 
Gentrification has brought about enormous 
changes some good and some not so good.  
Recognizing that change is inevitable in a 
community, the question becomes how is 
the change managed in such a way as to 
provide a balance between those who are 
new to the community and those who have 
been long-time members?  Extremes in 
either direction are harmful to a healthy, 
harmonious community. 
 
For many of us who have been longtime 
members, we fail to see the value in high-
rise structures, traffic congestion, garbage 
on the streets, and an increased homeless 
population that we must address because it 
is a safety and health issue.  We ask our-
selves, what happened to the 250 black-
owned businesses? What happened to the 
institutions, the cultural centers, the local 
hangouts, and other places where the com-
munity would meet?  They are all gone! 
All except Dawson Park. What’s more, it is 
the failure to recognize the harmful effects 
of the forced displacement when gentrifica-
tion occurs.  For example:  
 
 10,000 black residents of the inner N/

NE core have been removed over the 
last 15 years 

 
 In 1970, 50-84% of N/NE neighbor-

hoods were African American 
 
 

 In 2010, only 18-30% of N/NE neigh-
borhoods were African American 

 In 1960, 4 out of 5 African Americans 
lived in the Albina area, and since 
2000, less than 1 out of 3 African 
Americans live in the Albina area. 

 The vast majority of our residents 
were uprooted by no choice of their 
own; but were systemically, forcibly 
displaced via an intentional, multi pub-
lic sector plan to divest in the inner 
core while simultaneously making 
plans to reinvest and turn our neigh-
borhoods into bastions of greater 
wealth for White Americans.   

With this in mind, as Co-Chair of the Eliot 
Neighborhood Association, I have identi-
fied three primary goals as my priority in 
the association.   

1) Create an environment of mutual re-
spect and inclusiveness.  This associa-
tion must resist tribalism and under-
stand that it represents the broad con-
stituents in our community.   

2)  Be a proponent of equity.  Our associ-
ation must seek fairness, evenhanded-
ness, impartiality, and justice. 

3) Diversity.  Our association board must 
vigilantly pursue the cultural variety 
and mixture of our community if we 
are to have legitimacy.   

Letter from the Co-Chair:  
T.U.R.N- Together Uniting Reaching Neighborhoods 

By Jimmy Wilson 

Letter from the LUTC Chair: 
Residential Infill Project Can 
Help with Climate Change 
By Brad Baker 

VOTE! The Importance of Voting:  
A Primer for the Oregon 2020 Primary 
By Thursday Bram 

 

O 
regon’s next election is 
May 19. You may be 
tempted to ignore the 
election, especially con-

sidering how late Oregon’s prima-
ry falls in the season. Only six 
presidential primaries are sched-
uled after Oregon’s: Montana, 
New Jersey, New Mexico, South 
Dakota, and the Virgin Islands. 
 
But the May election is much 
more than a federal primary. The 
election also includes non-partisan 
positions and issues. Non-partisan 
offices can be awarded during the 
primary provided no one candidate 
gets more than 50 percent of the 
vote. In that event, the top two 
contenders go into a runoff on the 
November ballot. 
 
Those of us living in Eliot will 
have plenty to consider in our bal-
lots this year. We’re electing can-
didates for the following positions: 
 
 Mayor of Portland 
 Portland City Commissioners 
 Metro Council 
 Multnomah County Commis-

sioners 
 Multnomah County District 

Attorney 
 State Senator 
 State Representative 
 Judges (including for the Ore-

gon Supreme Court, the Court 
of Appeals and the Circuit 
Court) 

 Oregon Secretary of State 
 Oregon State Treasurer 
 Oregon Attorney General 
 US Senator 
 US Congressional Representa-

tive 
 
The city council referred a meas-
ure to the May ballot to renew a 
gas tax to fund street repair. The 
tax was initially approved by Port-
land voters in 2016. It adds 10 
cents per gallon of fuel. Continu-
ing the tax will provide the city 
with money to pave streets, ex-
pand Neighborhood Greenways, 
and add traffic signals. A full list 
of projects is available at fix-
ingourstreets.com/2020. 
Given the many different overlap-
ping districts, let’s review who 
does what. Portland uses a city-
commission form of government. 
Residents of the city of Portland 
elect a mayor and a group of at-
large commissioners — meaning 
that commissioners can be from 
any part of the city. Individual 
commissioners are responsible for 
certain aspects of the city’s gov-
ernment. Here in Portland, that 
means that Jo Ann Hardesty is re-
sponsible for Portland Fire & Res-

(See PRIMARY, page 9) 

Jimmy Wilson, ENA Co-Chair and long 
time Portland resident. Photo courte-
sy Jimmy Wilson  
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By Emanuel Displaced Persons Association 2  

T 
he City of Portland is in a 
sweet spot. There’s a ripe 
opportunity to redeem 
racist policies that de-

stroyed Portland’s thriving Black 
community but whether city lead-
ers will do the right thing remains 
unseen. 
 
The Emanuel Displaced Persons 
Association 2, EDPA2 is an ad hoc 
community-based organization 
with membership comprised of 
survivors and Descendants of the 
Emanuel Hospital expansion 
forced removal. EDPA2 wants the 
City of Portland, Emanuel Hospi-
tal, Home Forward, formerly Port-
land Housing Authority, and Pros-
per Portland, formerly the Portland 
Development Commission (PDC) 
to do the right thing and return 
land they took from a majority 
Black community. 
 
During the ’60s and ’70s, more 
than 70% of Portland’s Black resi-
dents lived in Central Albina. This 
was a problem for Ira Keller, then 
Director of PDC, concerned with 
the “high concentration of Negroes 
in Central Albina.”  Utilizing emi-
nent domain under Federal Urban 
Renewal Law,  Prosper Portland 
and Emanuel Hospital demolished 
the houses and businesses in Cen-
tral Albina. It was a contrived ef-
fort that involved the participation 
of a religious organization, local 
business, the City of Portland, the 
State of Oregon, law firms, finan-
cial institutions, title companies, 
electric company, elected officials 
and city leaders, prominent Port-
land families and an aggressive 
propaganda campaign to stoke 
fears of a “Negro Ghetto”. The 
City of Portland created a pam-
phlet and radio spot featuring an 
Ogre-like cartoon character called 
Creepy Blight whose sole purpose 
was to warn white residents of 
“Blight”. In 1967, the local NBC 
affiliate KGW produced a film ti-

tled “Albina: Portland's Ghetto of 
the Mind”, The Portland Housing 
Authority, now Home Forward, 
exercised discriminatory housing 
practices like requiring a $20 de-
posit and monthly rent aimed at 
evacuees of the Vanport flood 
forced to relocate to Guild’s Lake. 
The Housing Authority also pro-
vided funding for the 1962 Central 
Albina Report used to justify and 
legalize the removal of Portland’s 
Black community from Central 
Albina. Prosper Portland created a 
pamphlet ameliorating the devasta-
tion caused by Urban Renewal and 
instructed residents on how to 
move! 
 
In 1970, Black residents in Central 
Albina formed the Emanuel Dis-
placed Persons Association, EDPA 
to combat the destruction of their 
community and to move “with dig-
nity and without suffering financial 
loss” as stated in the 1949 Fair 
Housing Act. They filed a com-
plaint with The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, 
HUD. Finding merit with the com-
plaint, HUD’s involvement forced 
Emanuel Hospital, The City of 
Portland, PDC (now Prosper Port-
land), The Portland Housing Au-
thority (now Home Forward) and 
EDPA to sign a Replacement 
Housing Cooperative Agreement. 
The Agreement demands all parties 
to work together to replace every 
home that was demolished, a 1:1 
replacement for the families forced 
to relocate. For close to 50 years 
various organizations and individu-
als have tried to encourage Emanu-
el Hospital to enforce the Agree-
ment. To this day, the Agreement 
remains incomplete. Note: adher-
ing to the legal stipulations of a 
Cooperative Agreement, The City 
of Portland adopted a policy pre-
ceding the Agreement to address 
the 1:1 replacement housing; the 
policy and Agreement were never 
implemented. 

Reclaiming Stolen Black Lands in the “Whitest City” 

On August 1, 2017, City of Port-
land Mayor Ted Wheeler joined 
Executive Director of Prosper 
Portland, Kimberly Branam, and 
former President and Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Emanuel Hospital, 
Dr. George Brown, in a press con-
ference to acknowledge racist poli-
cies responsible for the demolition 
and ultimate destruction of a once-
thriving and self-sufficient Black 
community in what was Central 
Albina. Emanuel Hospital inten-
tionally allowed portions of the 
demolished lands to “remain va-
cant for future development” for 
close to 50 years. A glaring re-
minder of a painful past for Port-
land’s Black community. Now, 
they claim to return a small parcel 
of land at the corner of N. Wil-
liams and Russell. For the record, 
Emanuel Hospital acquired more 
than 55 acres for their expansion 
yet less than an acre is offered for 
“return.” 
 
To add insult to a longstanding 
injury, city officials claim the only 
way to develop the returned land is 
by placing it into the Interstate Ur-
ban Renewal Area, IURA. In the 
decade between 2000 and 2010, 
the IURA removed thousands of 
Black residents away from the 
city’s core in N/NE Portland 
where the majority of the city’s 
Black community used to reside. 
The IURA forced Black folks to 
relocate to east county, the poorest 
area in Multnomah County. The 
IURA is the largest, most gerry-
mandered and overused--it’s set to 
expire in 2021… 
 
On August 9, 2017, at a regularly 
scheduled Prosper Portland meet-
ing, members of EDPA2 and other 
community members stopped the 
vote to include the corner at N. 
Williams and Russell in the IURA. 
The vote goes before Prosper Port-
land’s Board of Directors again on 
March 11, 2020. 
 
EDPA2 does not want the property 
at N. Williams and Russell includ-

ed in the IURA where it’s ex-
pected to generate millions of dol-
lars. How will the descendants of 
the Emanuel Hospital expansion 
receive any of those funds? ED-
PA2 wants city leaders to enforce 
and adhere to the Agreement that 
was signed many years ago. They 
want anything Emanuel Hospital 
and Prosper Portland “returns” to 
go to impacted families of the 
Emanuel Hospital expansion some 
of whose names are listed in the 
ten-panel historical display located 
in the Emanuel Hospital atrium. 
EDPA2 has met with City of Port-
land Mayor Ted Wheeler on this 
issue for more than 3 years. In De-
cember of last year, EDPA2 re-
sponded to the Mayor’s request for 
a plan with a presentation that in-
cludes long term economic devel-
opment with a focus on communi-
ty inclusion naming an internship 
program for neighboring students 
at nearby Harriet Tubman Middle 
School, job opportunities for high 
school students and a training/
mentoring program for college stu-
dents and ownership for Descend-
ants of the Emanuel Hospital ex-
pansion. This plan is backed by an 
international company.  
 
According to the August 1, 2017 
press conference, it appears 
Wheeler and Branam want to rele-
gate the Black community to af-
fordable housing only, omit input 
from EDPA2 and deny long term 
economic development opportuni-
ties like the plan EDPA2 presented 
to the mayor. 
 
On March 31, 2020, EDPA2 aims 
to interject the omitted experiences 
and stories of impacted families 
into the current political discussion 
by presenting The Reclaiming 
Black Lands in the "Whitest City" 
lecture. Eventbrite lists the event 
as sold out but additional seating 
has been added in response to the 
high demand. Follow EDPA2 on 
Facebook. Contact EDPA2 at con-
tactedpa2@gmail.com. 

Come worship with us 

“You are invited  

and welcome” 

 

Sunday services at 10:00am 
 

A Historic African-American and Diverse Community 
Celebrating 100 Years of Ministry 
 

120 NE Knott Street (corner of Knott and Rodney) 
503-281-5802 ♦ www.stphilipthedeacon.org ♦ office@stphilipthedeacon.org 

T 
he Good in the Hood Music and 
Food festival is the largest multi-
cultural festival in the Pacific 
NW.  This three-day music festi-

val opens with a community parade that 
travels through Northeast Portland and 
ends at Lillis-Albina  Park.  
 
The Good in the Hood festival is a commu-
nity event that is staffed by community 
volunteers and funded by local businesses 
and organization sponsorships.   
 
The Good in the Hood Multicultural Music 
& Food Festival has become a historical 
annual event spearheading neighborhoods 
throughout Portland to engage in the mo-
mentum of our city as a whole in its cele-
bration and the defining of Neighbor-
hood.  Held annually the last weekend in 

June, its birth revealed a recognition and 
celebration of wealth within the neighbor-
hoods we reside.  Holy Redeemer Catholic 
School was the vision that ignited the now 
celebrated Good in the Hood Multicultural 
Music & Food Festival.  For most of the 
years celebrating this event, Lillis Albina 
Park has carried on this vision to capture 
audiences from the North/Northeast com-
munity as well as communities throughout 
Oregon and Washington.  Last year we 
reached out to over 30,000 residents living 
within our Northeast Coalitions designated 
neighborhoods which many enjoyed two 
days of fun, music, food and festivities.   
 
This year’s festival is scheduled for June 26
-28. For more information, schedule and 
vendor or volunteer opportunities go to          
Goodnthehood.org. 

From Good in the Hood website 
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Hello!  
 
We're busy getting our bees in a row for 
the Earth Day event coming up on Satur-
day, April 18, 2020, from 10 am to 2 pm. 
We look forward to seeing you! Here is the 
event to the sign-up at SOLVE: Search 
Boise Eliot Native Grove 3rd Annual 
Earth Day Event at solveoregon.org 
 
Meanwhile, here's some more good news 
from the past month or so:  
 
 We were GIFTED $150 from Kay, 

owner of Sunlan Lighting to finish our 
signs for a few more plants, the bench, 
and our salmon sculpture in time for 
Earth Day. Thank you, Kay and Sun-
lan for your generosity and commit-
ment to community! (Next time you're 
buying light bulbs on Mississippi Ave, 
be sure to let her know you appreciate 
her support of the Grove!) 

 
 Students at The Ivy School took time 

last week to process our Mason Bee 
straws from last summer and have 
delivered dozens of bee cocoons to be 
released soon at the 'Let Bees Inn' Ma-
son bee hotel in the Grove. Just in 
time, as the Osoberry/Indian Plum and 
Red Flowering Currant begin to blos-
som. 

 We were granted a $500 Native Plant 
Grant from the Bureau of Environ-
mental Services through the Neigh-
borhood to River Program, so we can 
go to Bosky Dell and buy plants to 
replace some that died over the winter 
and bolster our rain forest ground co-
vers for the coming spring. 

 
 SOLVE IT for Earth Day has also 

granted us $100 to purchase mulch 
and even more native plants for our 

Earth Day event. We'll be getting a 
load of wood chips for everyone to 
help refresh our paths on Saturday, 
April 18. 

 
 We're in the final stages of permitting 

and stewardship arrangements with 
PBOT, and will hopefully be 'on the 
map' sometime soon! Stay tuned! 

 
Please sign up for the event here: Boise 
Eliot Native Grove 3rd Annual Earth Day 
Event: 
 
https://www.solveoregon.org/opportunity/
a0C1I00000PYzOF  
 
We're excited to share another year with 
you Restoring Habitat, Cultivating Educa-
tion and Growing Community!  

Celebrate Earth Day at the 
Boise Eliot Native Grove  
By Andrine de la Rocha 

Red Flowering Current blooming in 
the grove. Photo courtesy Andrine 
de la Rocha 

Mason Bee straws and bee co-
coons. Photo courtesy Andrine de 
la Rocha 

Boise Eliot Native Grove high-
lighted on Google Maps satellite . 
Photo courtesy Andrine de la  
Rocha 

T 
he American College of 
Surgeons (ACS) has veri-
fied Randall Children’s 
Hospital at Legacy Eman-

uel as a Level 1 Children’s Surgery 
Center, making it one of two chil-
dren’s surgical centers in Oregon to 
earn this prestigious validation.   
  
The Level 1 surgical verification was 
awarded because of Randall Chil-
dren’s high-quality pediatric-specific 
surgical services, multidisciplinary 
team of world-class pediatric special-
ists and holistic approach to chil-
dren’s surgery. Previously, Randall 
Children’s was the first hospital in 
Oregon and the first children’s hospi-
tal in the Pacific Northwest to receive 
the Level 1 pediatric trauma center 
verification by American College of 
Surgeons in 2017.   
  

“From the beginning, Randall Chil-
dren's Hospital was built with the 
needs of children and families in 
mind,” said Bronwyn Houston, presi-
dent of Randall Children’s Hospital. 
“Randall Children’s treats over 
100,000 children a year, and this 
achievement in pediatric surgery 
highlights the hospital’s expertise in 
providing the highest level of compre-
hensive care possible for every child.” 

 
Randall Children’s is one of 21 surgi-
cal centers in the nation to achieve 
this elite verification from the Ameri-
can College of Surgeons. The process 

is rigorous, requiring surgical centers 
to meet essential criteria for staffing, 
training, and facility infrastructure 
and protocols for children’s care.  
 
“Kids have unique physical and emo-
tional needs,” said Cindy Gingalew-
ski, M.D., medical director of chil-
dren’s surgical services. “If your child 
requires surgery, you want to know 
that at every step of the way they are 
being treated by leading pediatric spe-
cialists who are committed to provid-
ing the highest quality care tailored 
for children.”  
 
Some requirements and attributes of 
an ACS-CSV-verified pediatric surgi-
cal program include: 
  
 Pediatric-trained specialists in-

cluding surgeons, anesthesiolo-
gists, nurses, radiologists and in-
tensivists who are available to 
care for children 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. 

 Children’s specialty surgeons in 
pediatric orthopedic surgery, pe-
diatric neurosurgery, congenital 
heart surgery, pediatric plastic 
surgery, pediatric ophthalmology, 
pediatric otolaryngology and pe-
diatric urology are required in 
Level 1 children’s surgical cen-
ters.   

 Dedicated resources to take care 
of the most complex pediatric 

(See RANDALL,  page 9) 

Randall Children’s Hospital    
Nationally Recognized for      
Excellence in Surgery 
By Kristin Whitney 

Joseph M. Manning Cottage: Historic 
Home on the Move… Hopefully 
By Sue Stringer 

A 
nother historic home may 
be on the move in Eliot 
soon.  The property at 2316 
N Vancouver has been sold 

and the Joseph M. Manning Cottage 
is slated for demolition unless it can 
be moved soon. The developer is 
open to the idea of moving the house 
and a few people who have an interest 
in the house’s future are working to 
make that happen.  More in our sum-
mer issue on this, but for now, a little 
history about the home, built in 1892, 
from The History of Albina by Roy 
Roos. 
 
“This Queen Anne cottage was 
moved to this location in 1949 and 
was previously located at 2307 N 

Flint, where now Harriet Tubman 
Middle School and Albina-Lillis Park 
is. Joseph M. Manning, the original 
owner and builder, was a street grad-
ing contractor. By 1898, he formed a 
partnership with William Lind as gen-
eral contractors that lasted until about 
1904. Manning independently re-
turned to street grading which he con-
tinued until retirement. After this 
house was moved it was owned and 
occupied by Perry and Della Cole-
man. Mr. Coleman was employed by 
Union Pacific and African- American. 
After his death, Della remarried to 
Reverand Otha W. Warren, pastor of 
Mt. Carmel Missionary Baptist 
Church in 1962.” 

https://www.solveoregon.org/opportunity/a0C1I00000PYzOF
https://www.solveoregon.org/opportunity/a0C1I00000PYzOF
https://www.solveoregon.org/opportunity/a0C1I00000PYzOF
https://www.solveoregon.org/opportunity/a0C1I00000PYzOF
https://www.solveoregon.org/opportunity/a0C1I00000PYzOF
https://www.solveoregon.org/opportunity/a0C1I00000PYzOF
https://www.solveoregon.org/opportunity/a0C1I00000PYzOF
http://www.legacyhealth.org/locations/hospitals/randall-childrens-hospital-at-legacy-emanuel.aspx
http://www.legacyhealth.org/locations/hospitals/randall-childrens-hospital-at-legacy-emanuel.aspx
http://www.legacyhealth.org/locations/hospitals/randall-childrens-hospital-at-legacy-emanuel.aspx
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S 
teve Gemmell, the owner 
of Earthquake Tech, un-
expectedly learned about 
seismic retrofitting 20 

years ago. After getting out of 
college and living life as a ski 
bum in Colorado for a year, he 
was painting and refurbishing 
houses and ended up getting his 
contractor’s license. He bought 
his first fixer home in Portland in 
1995 which was happened to be a 
real fixer-upper. Steve’s dad was 
familiar with the Cascadia Sub-
duction Zone and suggested he 
get earthquake insurance. State 
Farm Insurance issued the policy 
with no questions asked.   
 
Fast forward to 1999 when Steve 
went to buy his second home and 
again approached State Farm to 
write the earthquake policy. They 
asked if the house was bolted 
down to the foundation.  Not fa-
miliar with the process, he talked 
to an engineer who explained to 
him how to make the right con-
nections for the house. He bolted 
that house down to its foundation 
and was able qualify for the in-
surance policy.  An idea for a 
business was born… So why spe-
cialize in the retrofitting busi-
ness? Steve says, “Seismic retro-
fitting requires way less trips to 
the hardware store compared to 
other construction/remodeling 
projects. I know exactly what I 
need and have all supplies at the 
ready which makes for a very ef-
ficient job.”  
 
Seeing the importance of spread-
ing the word for seismic rein-
forcement, Steve marketed his 
business to State Farm and the 
agents, in turn, would refer their 
insurance customers to Steve. 
Twenty years later, Earthquake 
Tech still markets to all insurance 
companies, home inspectors, real 
estate agents, and business asso-
ciations, as well as offering con-
tinuing education to all those 
business segments and their 
agents.  
 
“Earthquake Tech specializes in 
residential and commercial seis-

mic retrofitting. We also run a 
group out of our headquarters 
called the Portland Resiliency 
Plan, a community effort bringing 
the message of preparedness to all 
walks of life and age groups in 
the city of Portland,” says Steve. 
Besides seismic retrofitting, 
Earthquake Tech offers many oth-
er services including full com-
mercial and residential seismic 
upgrades, installation of basement 
staircases, egress windows and 
doors, staircase doors, and emer-
gency gas shut off valves.  
  
Earthquake Tech has recently 
purchased the building at 2310 N 
Kerby Ave just off N Russell 
Street and will host events here 
soon. Future events planned are 
Earthquake Tech sponsored talks 
by Steven Eberlein from Tipping 
Point Resilience on the Cascadia 
Subduction and earthquake pre-
paredness. The Portland Resilien-
cy Plan will also offer a program 
for business owners about creat-
ing resiliency plans/emergency 
plans after an earthquake, ice 
storm, etc. 
 
 Many homeowners are seeing the 
value of retrofitting their homes 
and more businesses are also see-
ing the benefit because of the lia-
bility if an earthquake would 
cause damage and injury in an 
unreinforced building. So if you 
are concerned about the safety 
and resiliency of your home or 
building, want to talk about pre-
paring your home or business for 
safety, or have questions about 
what steps to take, Earthquake 
Tech is the company to contact 
with their 20 years of experience. 
Check out their website for help-
ful information and tips, email for 
more information, or give them a 
call - the safety of your future 
may depend on it. 
 
Earthquake Tech 
2310 N Kerby Ave  
503-282-4424  
Earthquaketech.com 
contact@earthquaketech.com 

Are You Ready for the Big One? 
Earthquake Tech to the Rescue! 
By Sue Stringer 

Using CLT for Infill Housing 
By Mike Warwick 

M 
y wife and I have provid-
ed rental housing in Eliot 
ever since we moved 

here 40 plus years ago.  Our intent 
then, as now, was to preserve Eli-
ot’s older buildings threatened 
with demolition by developers 
who were, at best, clueless about 
the neighborhood’s origins and 
history.  One of these homes was 
at 19 NE Morris that was graced 
with a mature walnut tree that 
spread its branches across four ad-
jacent properties.  We bought that 
property to protect the tree as the 
lot was zoned for multi-family 
units and was about to be sold to a 
developer.  After almost 30 years 
the house finally got to the point 
that it wasn’t economic to repair it 
and replacement required multiple 
units by code, so the house could-
n’t be saved.  To save the tree, we 
were able to reduce the zoning 
code required number of new units 
from 6 to 4, which also allowed for 
a design like the adjacent town-
homes (instead of the typical flat-
roof modern box design). 

I was Chair or a member of the 
Eliot Land Use Committee for 
multiple years.  A common com-
plaint we heard from neighbors 
was that new development typical-
ly resulted in contractors blocking 
parking and sidewalks for months 
on end, which is a great inconven-
ience in Eliot.  I vowed to reduce 
neighbor conflict like this to a 
minimum by using construction 
methods that were faster than con-
ventional “stick framing” that re-
quires large numbers of workers.  
This led to the selection of cross-
laminated timber (CLT) panels 
that are quickly erected with a 
crane.  Eliot has a couple of multi-
story CLT buildings so the tech-
nique isn’t new, but the use of 
CLTs for a smaller building was 
new, mostly because it is more ex-
pensive than conventional stick 
framing.  I thought the trade-off 
between construction speed and 
cost was worth it to avoid the pro-
longed inconvenience of neigh-
bors.     
 
The process for our project was 
simple in concept.  Provide a con-
crete slab foundation for the CLT 

panels, erect the panels using a 
crane, and finish construction us-
ing conventional contractors for 
electrical, plumbing, finish, etc.  
The concrete was poured at the 
end of October.  The panels came 
from Austria, which has decades 
of experience with CLTs; conse-
quently, they are better quality and 
less expensive than locally made 
ones, even with the shipping.  
Plus, they meet the higher Europe-
an standards for chemicals in the 
glue and the sustainability of the 
wood.  They arrived in November.  
Erection was scheduled for mid- to 
late-December but waiting until 
after Christmas was favored by the 
construction crews.  Unfortunate-
ly, that was just about the last dry 
period we had for construction! 
 
Part of the street was closed to 
public parking as was the sidewalk 
for two weeks starting January 
21st.  The first panels were lifted 
into place by a very large mobile 
crane on the 22nd.  Panels contin-
ued to be installed for two more 
days and the crew got a couple of 
workdays to play catch up.  The 
crane returned the 28th and the 
final panel was placed at 4 PM the 
29th.  Five days to erect the build-
ing shell and only two weeks of 
parking restrictions.  Unfortunate-
ly, the Park Department’s required 
“tree protection zone” around the 
lone street tree will keep the side-
walk closed for the duration of 
construction.  The roof trusses 
were installed in the first week of 
February, so the building shell was 
essentially complete in three, very 
rainy, weeks!  The shell was ready 
for siding and roofing the first 
week of March.  Finishing con-
struction will take a while longer 
to coordinate among the different 
building trades.  The result will be 
four, new 2-bedroom townhomes 
in place of the original 2-bedroom 
home.   

End of Day One  at 19 NE Morris 
using CLT panels. Photo credit 
Mike Warwick 

Day Five—Final Day of CLT Panel 
Erection. Photo credit Mike   
Warwick 

Three weeks from the start of 
construction. Photo credit Mike   
Warwick 

I 
 am Corey Kaster, with Insurance 
Masters NW (directly behind the 
Nike Factory Store), and want to 
share with you an exciting trans-

formation coming to the Eliot Neigh-
borhood!  
 
The present state of the neighborhood 
with graffiti, crime, and litter doesn’t 
work. Business owners and residents 
have been taking the only action they 
know how and adding lighting, fenc-
ing, cameras, etc. While this may be 
somewhat effective, it also hasn’t made 
the neighborhood feel like a better 
place to  live/work.  
 
Not only are things bad, but without 
action I foresee them getting worse re-
sulting in more incidents, disconnec-
tion, fear, and reactionary actions.  
 

I envision a new future…. one where 
there is a vibrant, connected, and en-
gaged business community that is a 
powerful force in transforming our 
neighborhood into something currently 
unimaginable. Imagine spotless streets, 
connected business owners that power-
fully engage with the Neighborhood 
Association and Sustainable Eliot, and 
a neighborhood we are excited to live 
and work in with a sense pride!  
 
If you have a business in the neighbor-
hood and are inspired by this future 
please email me to connect 
at corey@im-nw.com.  
 
The new Eliot Business District Face-
book Group that can be accessed here 
to build this community is at this link -
 eliot.im-nw.com  

Introducing the Eliot Business District! 

By Corey Kaster 

mailto:corey@im-nw.com
http://eliot.im-nw.com/
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Dining and Drinking in Eliot 
Breakfast/Coffee/Cafés     

Bridges Café  2716 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 288-4169 

Compass Coffee Roasting 3290 N Vancouver (888) 723-2007 

Dawn Patrol Coffee 670 N Russell (971) 271-8151 

Little Gotham Coffee 722 N Page St  

Memoz Dessert Café 3494 N Williams (503) 477-6030 

Pine State Biscuits 125 NE Schuyler  (503) 719-5357 

Tiny’s Café  2031 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 467-4199 

TwentySix Café 2723 NE 7th  (503) 284-6033  

Bars/Taverns      

820 820 N Russell  (503) 284-5518 

Bill Ray’s Dive  2210 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 287-7254 

Cliff’s PDX 128 NE Russell  (503) 327-8234 

Ex Novo 2326 N Flint (503) 894-8251 

Game Knight Lounge 3037 N Williams  (503) 236-3377 

Labrewatory 670 N Russell (971) 271-8151 

Legion Motorcycle Co. 2145 NE MLK Jr. (503) 945-1546 

Reverend Nat's Taproom 1813 NE 2nd (503) 567-2221 

Sloan’s Tavern  36 N Russell  (503) 287-2262 

Waypost  3120 N Williams  (503) 367-3182 

Whey Bar 2225 NE MLK Jr. (503) 284-3366 

White Eagle Saloon 836 N Russell  (503) 282-6810 

Groceries and Markets    

Awash Ethiopian Market 2322 NE MLK Jr. (503) 281-0844 

Cathay Market 2858 N Williams  (503) 288-0330 

Chuck’s Market, J&S Grocery 2415 N Williams  (503) 281-6269 

Knott St Grocery 2709 N 7th  (503) 284-7490 

Merkato Ethiopian Food Store 2605 NE MLK Jr. (503) 331-9283 

New Seasons Market  3445 N Williams  (503) 528-2888 

Super Market 2322 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 281-0844 

Lunch/Dinner    

Brick and Motor Pizza 2222 OR 99E (MLK) (971) 988-6575 

Broder Nord 2240 N Interstate  (503) 282-5555 

Izakaya Kichinto 102 NE Russell (971) 255-0169 

OX 2225 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 284-3366 

Pepe Chile Taqueria & Catering 3441 N Vancouver  (503) 281-3340 

Pizza A Go Go 3240 N Williams  (503) 335-0300 

Popeye’s  3120 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 281-8455 

The People’s Pig 3217 N Williams (503) 347-2357  

Queen of Sheba 2413 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 287-6302 

Sizzle Pie 125 NE Schuyler (503) 234-7437 

Pastas 3441 N Vancouver (503) 832-8197 

Pocket Pub 2719 NE 7th Ave (503) 287-3645 

Sparky’s Pizza  2434 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 282-3000  

Tamale Boy 668 N Russell (503) 477-6706 

Thai Palace Food Cart 3441 N Vancouver (503) 954-8011 

Toro Bravo  120 NE Russell  (503) 281-4464 

T 
here’s a new place to hang out in 
Eliot. Whether or not you are 
into motorcycles, Legion Motor-
cycle Company has something 

for everyone. Need to repair your motorcy-
cle? Legion can help with that. Want a 
place to hang out, drink a beer or grab a 
snack with your friends? Legion can help 
with that. Want to take a class or hold an 
event? Legion can help with that. Or may-
be you need a haircut? Legion can help 
with that… well, actually the barber that is 
located in Legion Motorcycle Company’s 
shop can help with that.  
 
Gabriel Court and Alex Glover opened 
Legion Motorcycle Company last August. 
The two, who met while working with 
homeless veterans, wanted to open a shop 
that supported the motorcycle community 
but with less of a cliquey and exclusive feel 
and making it comfortable and accessible 
to anyone interested in cycling. After set-
tling on their current location at 2145 NE 
MLK Jr Blvd across from Billy Ray’s Tav-
ern and next to Jayne dispensary, the two 
envisioned a DIY motorcycle repair shop, 
but it has morphed into a full service mo-
torcycle repair shop/bar/barber shop com-
plete with events, classes and a relaxed 
space to hang out. This is not a motorcycle 
club but is open to the public and is a place 
for anyone to come check out, hang out, 
and enjoy.  
 
Gabriel and Alex were both combat veter-
ans. Alex was a master of arms in the Navy 
and Gabriel was an airborne medic in the 
Army. After their military service, both 
ended up working with homeless veterans 
in Portland which is how their paths 
crossed. Alex worked for Transition Pro-
jects and was the director of housing. Ga-
briel worked for Multnomah County as an 
Emergency Operations Manager. They 
worked together and ended up opening 
several homeless shelters across the city. 
Spending time together and becoming 
friends they discovered that they both liked 
motorcycles and were getting burned out 
on social work. Thus, when they talked 
about their futures, combining what they 
loved about motorcycles and their skills 
with motorcycle repair seemed to lead to 
creating a business that is unique in Port-
land especially with all the additional ser-
vices that Legion Motorcycle Company 
offers. The name is a nod to their military 
service which they credit with their meeting 
each other and fulfilling their future adven-
tures.  
The business started as a DIY motorcycle 

shop where one could work on their bike 
using Legion’s tools and getting advice or 
assistance they needed with repairs. How-
ever, the DIY only format was not sustaina-
ble so Legion has developed into a full ser-
vice shop while still offering a small seg-
ment of their business devoted to do it 
yourself repairs as well as membership 
opportunities. Legion purchased Portland 
Moto Collective and also some machining 
equipment for metal fabrication from the 
onsite scooter rental that recently went out 
of business. Add a barber and a bar and you 
have a unique new business in Eliot. The 
barber, Fabian Redondo, already had his 
station in this location with a prior barber-
shop onsite. Fabian has 11 years of experi-
ence and is available to make you look 
sharp Tuesday through Saturday from 
10am to 6pm. 
 
The addition of the bar makes the business 
even more sustainable and of course, a 
more entertaining place to hang out. What 
started as a few cans of beer and a tip jar 
has jumped to a whole new level with fel-
low veteran Lucas Plant, the bartender and 
mixologist, pouring beer from Labrewa-
tory, serving up vegetarian/vegan snacks, 
and mixing up reasonably priced, creative, 
low ABV wine and beer cocktails such as 
the Misunderstood Genius (red wine and 
Coca Cola) and Paradise City (champagne 
with elder flower and bitters).  
 
Besides motorcycle repair and libations, 
Alex and Gabriel want to focus on educa-
tion and events. They teach classes on mo-
torcycle maintenance and electrical work, 
sell parts and jackets and are starting to 
offer themed parties. On Valentine’s Day 
they projected a movie on the wall, served 
heart shaped pizza and had a tattoo artist 
giving Valentine themed tattoos. Another 
event was a makers market with crafts for 
sale by local crafters and artists. 
 
The most recent event was a restaurant pop 
up on March 15. The event is called Atom-
ic Pickles and they will be serving spicy 
food items.  
Legion currently hosts a women’s motor-
cycle group and offer a women specific 
motorcycle maintenance class. They also 
hope to bring in veterans who are looking 
for a different career path such as working 
in a bar or working on bikes.  
 
It is important to Alex and Gabriel to sup-
port local nonprofits. They particularly 
focus on homeless services for homeless 

(See LEGION,  page 11) 

Portland’s First Motorcycle Shop and 
Cocktail Bar: Legion Motorcycle Co.  
By Sue Stringer 

S 
usan and I were thrilled when our 
friends and neighbors opened the 
Gold Rush coffee shop as it was on 

our regular morning dog-walking route. 
Sadly, it has closed. But we found a new 
walking route and replacement café; Café 
Destino, located on the corner of NE 
Fremont and 14th. For dog owners, it is a 
short walk from the playground at Irvington 
School and a shorter walk from Irving Park. 
Whole Foods is on the adjacent block if 
you need some groceries as is the Irvington 
Library if you need to select or return li-
brary items (or drop off ballots). 
 

Café Destino is family owned and operat-
ed. Holly Higdon became the owner re-
cently after working the counter for over six 
years. You will find her at the counter most 
days.  Her partner, Elias Herrera, works in 
the back making wonderful homemade 
pastries daily as well as hot and cold break-
fast items and sandwiches, soups, and pies 
giving the place the family-friendly feel of a 
neighborhood cafe. Everything is made 
fresh daily. The biscuits and breakfast 

cookies are my favorite treats on our walks.  
 

Café Destino is open at 5:30 am on week-
days and at 7 am on weekends. Hot food is 
available after 7, maybe earlier if it isn’t too 
busy. And, there is pie! They take phone 
orders at (503) 284-9455 and have a Face-
book page and free wifi, which seem popu-
lar among some of the morning crowd. 
They have a loyalty program for regular 
coffee drinkers. They close at 4:00 pm.   

Gabriel Court and Alex Glover, owners of Legion Motorcycle Co.,    
invite you to stop by for a beverage, a haircut, or to repair your bike. 
Photo credit Sue Stringer 

After the Gold Rush 
By Mike Warwick 

Holly Higdon and Elias Herrera of 
Café Destino. Photo Credit Mike 
Warwick 
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ODOT to look at a variety of alterna-
tives to the stated plan.  
 
“There are different options that are 
formally posed, usually five, but not 
always and one of those options is 
always the do nothing option,” said 
Hamilton. The ‘Do Nothing’ option is 
what opponents of the project are 
most interested in, but with so many 
government contracts on the line, it is 
unlikely. 
 
Still, No More Freeways and other 
community organizations have made 
enough noise for government officials 
to take notice. Governor Kate Brown 
slowed the process last December 
when she asked the Oregon Transpor-
tation Commission to “table the deci-
sion on the environmental review 
path for a few months.” 
 
An important cohort of voices has 
been the youth movement against the 
project from the environmental justice 
club at Harriet Tubman Middle 
School to the direct action of Sunrise 
PDX, the local chapter of a national 
youth organization focusing on stop-
ping the climate crisis. 
 
The students have stood on the bridge 
near their school in opposition, stood 
outside of ODOT offices in the rain, 
and have spoken many times before a 
variety of state and local governing 
bodies to add their opinions to the 
public record.  
 
Students at Harriet Tubman are al-
ready affected by the current amount 
of traffic that passes dozens of feet 
from their classroom. The school has 
a multi-million dollar air filtration 
system that is tasked with cleaning 
the fine particulate matter exhausted 
by thousands of diesel trucks every 
day. Expanding the capacity of the 
interstate for even more trucks would 
spell greater health risks to their stu-
dents and staff.  
 
Opponents of the project have vary-
ing reasons for their objections, with 
overlapping interests. 
 
For Aaron Brown, ODOT’s safety 
argument is misguided. He got his 
start as a transportation advocate as 
the Board President for Oregon 
Walks, a pedestrian advocacy organi-
zation. “Spent too much time speak-
ing at traffic vigils after traffic fatali-
ties and seeing all these vulnerable 
people died, because we couldn’t get 
money for an ODOT crosswalk,” said 
Brown. Meanwhile, Brown says the 
section of I-5 in question hasn’t seen 
a traffic fatality in over a decade.  
 
A large amount of the finances for the 

project would be used to build caps 
over the freeway to reconnect parts of 
the community that were bisected by 
the original I-5 construction, which is 
a critical component of the design for 
the Albina Vision Trust, a community 
partner in the project. Don Hamilton 
admits this project will not repair the 
scars from the devastation in the last 
half-century but said the caps, “will 
help improve connections and rebuild 
and reconnect the two sides of I-5...” 
Hamilton paused, “...to a certain ex-
tent. We can’t fix the damage that 
was done in the past but we can help 
improve conditions and circumstanc-
es.” ODOT also plans to address this 
impact by contracting with minority-
owned businesses. 
 
However, the current plans for the 
highway caps would be unable to sup-
port the affordable housing and other 
large structures included in Albina 
Vision’s idea for the future of our 
neighborhood. Rukaiyah Adams, 
chair of Albina Vision, wrote to Gov-
ernor Kate Brown, “The ground is 
special. It is a place where the racial 
inequity of urban renewal came, then 
came again, and again. Promises were 
made and broken. Black people and 
immigrants were displaced. Wealth 
was taken. The construction of I-5 
was central to this unjust history and 
any future investment in the area 
should strive to repair the damage 
done.” 
 
The criticisms of the project point in 
different directions, but all seem to 
overlap.  Harriet Tubman students are 
not only concerned about air quality, 
but as a school where 60% of the stu-
dents are non-white, the effect on 
their lungs is also a racial justice is-
sue. One concern rolls into the other 
and together the project has little sup-
port in the neighborhood. Still, it con-
tinues on.    
 
The 'Rose Quarter Improvement Pro-
ject' is based in our backyard, but 
businesses from around the state have 
connections to the economic artery of 
our state and the west coast. They 
stand to benefit from their products 
moving via freight through our neigh-
borhood efficiently. These large eco-
nomic interests have made themselves 
clear to state legislators that approved 
funding for this project in 2017.  
 
The future is unknown. With elec-
tions approaching for Mayor, City 
Council and Metro positions, the part-
nership ODOT needs from other gov-
ernment agencies could potentially 
look very different this time next 
year. The only thing that seems cer-
tain is it is a long road ahead. 

(I-5, from page 1) 

cue and the Bureau of Emergency 
Management, while Ted Wheeler 
is the police commissioner. Port-
land voters have considered updat-
ing our government structure in 
the past and the City Club of Port-
land is considering advocating for 
a ballot measure on the issue in 
November.  
 
The Metro Council is responsible 
for the Oregon portion of the Port-
land metropolitan area. Among 
other responsibilities, the regional 
government manages waste issues 
(including illegal dumping), coor-
dinating the growth of the cities 
and town in the Portland metropol-
itan area, and overseeing such civ-
ic institutions as the Oregon Con-
vention Center, the Oregon Zoo, 
and Portland’s Centers for the 
Arts. As it happens, Metro is the 
only directly elected metropolitan 
planning organization / regional 
government in the United States. 
 
The Multnomah County Commis-
sion handles managing local elec-
tions, public health, and local 
criminal and civil courts for Port-
land and some surrounding cities.  
 
At the state level, this year’s secre-
tary of state election is particularly 
important. Beverly Clarno was 
appointed to complete Dennis 
Richardson’s term, after Richard-
son’s death in 2016, and is not 
running. If that wasn’t enough to 
make for an exciting race, the sec-
retary of state’s role is especially 
important in 2020. After the com-
pletion of the 2020 U.S. census, 
Oregon’s secretary of state will be 
a key part of the redistricting pro-
cess.  
 
This election is also the first to 
implement some major changes in 
how the city of Portland and the 
state of Oregon handle elections. 
First, and perhaps most important, 
voters in the state no longer need 
stamps to mail in ballots. 
 
The current election cycle is the 
first for the city of Portland’s 
Open and Accountable Elections 
program. For local candidates 
willing to forego large campaign 
contributions (such as those from 
corporations, rather than individu-

als), the city of Portland will 
match donations of up to $50 six 
times. Many candidates for mayor 
and city commissioner are partici-
pating in the program. Mayoral 
candidates Teressa Raiford and 
Sarah Iannarone, for instance, are 
only accepting donations of $250 
or less. In contrast, incumbent Ted 
Wheeler has announced that he 
will accept donations of up to 
$5,000 from individuals and up to 
$10,000 from organizations, there-
by failing to qualify for the Open 
and Accountable Elections pro-
gram. 
 
Make sure you’re registered to 
vote. If you want to vote in either 
the Democratic or Republican pri-
maries, you need to be registered 
as a member of the appropriate 
party. If you register as a member 
of a third party or as an independ-
ent voter, you’ll still get a ballot in 
May, covering non-partisan posi-
tions, as well as ballot measures. 
 
To check if you’re registered, as 
well as to register, visit the Secre-
tary of State’s website at 
sos.oregon.gov.  

(PRIMARY, from page 3) 

Important Dates! 

April 4 — Ballots mailed to 
voters currently overseas 

April 20 — Ballots mailed to 
voters currently out of state 

April 22 — Voters’ pam-
phlets mailed to voters in 
Oregon 

April 28 — Deadline to regis-
ter to vote or to change 
party affiliations 

April 29 — Ballots mailed to 
voters in Oregon 

May 11 — Don’t have your 
ballot yet? Contact the 
Board of Elections 

May 14 — Last day to safely 
mail ballots 

May 19 — Ballots are due by 
8 PM 

conditions. 
 Providing leadership in education 

to families, community pediatri-
cians, and emergency personnel.  

 Participation in a national data 
registry that yields semiannual 
reports of quality for processes 
and outcomes and identifies op-
portunities for continuous quality 
improvements. 

 A robust research program that 
brings evidence-based science 
into clinical practice at the bed-
side. 

 
Randall Children’s participates in on-
going performance improvement ef-

forts to ensure each patient experienc-
es the best possible surgical outcome 
from the emergency department to the 
inpatient rehabilitation program. 
Throughout the Pacific Northwest, 
Randall Children’s is known for its 
excellent communication with refer-
ring pediatricians and families. 
 
The American College of Surgeons is 
a scientific and educational associa-
tion of surgeons that was founded in 
1913 to improve the quality of care 
for the surgical patient by setting high 
standards for surgical education and 
practice. Longstanding achievements 
have placed the ACS in the forefront 
of American surgery and have made it 
an important advocate for all surgical 
patients. 

(RANDALL, from page 5) 
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T 
here were three small old houses 
inside our wonderful Eliot neigh-
borhood that were demolished 
quickly last fall in a peculiar quiet 

fashion and not to the notice of most of our 
residents.  Well, this rapid and hasty act 
appears to be deliberate and turns out to be 
a tragedy for our neighborhood and diverse 
cultural history.  At this time, the author is 
not clear on the details of what happened 
on the west side of the block of NE 1st Ave-
nue between Broadway and Hancock 
Streets on that late fall day back in 2019.  
What happened may not be the total blame 
to the developer and much of it rests on the 
City of Portland and their policies that se-
verely lack an incentive for historic preser-
vation.  What is a bigger travesty is that 
these houses may only be replaced by a 
parking lot to serve the Toyota dealership 
on this block.   
 
As of until recently, these 3 houses were 
owned by Pauline Bradford, a long-time 
resident of the Eliot neighborhood since 
1945 who was very active for many years 
in the Eliot Neighborhood Association.  
She was a critical force in trying to make 
our neighborhood a better place for resi-
dents and made an impact on thwarting 
much adverse development.  She was also 
one of the longest living African-American 
residents of our neighborhood and worked 
hard to help improve the living standards 
and rights of black residents.  She also was 
a strong force in helping put together an 
inventory of buildings significant in African
-American history back in the 1990s that 
was backed by the Bosco-Milligan Foun-
dation (now Architectural Heritage Center).  
Known by the author for many years, she 
mentioned the many times that there were 
strong efforts by the property owners of the 
dealership (formerly Coliseum Ford) to 
pressure her and her husband in selling as 
far back as the 1970s.  Sadly, since the 
1970s, adjacent houses all around them 
were gobbled up as the building and park-
ing lots were expanded.  Now the entire 
block that goes west to N Victoria and 
north to Hancock may be completely in 
their ownership.  It is not known if Mrs. 
Bradford recently passed away or relocated 
for health or other reasons.  The last time 
the author made personal contact with her 
was in late 2017.  The destruction was 
swift, and apparently, no parts of the houses 
were even salvaged or recycled.  It is possi-
ble the owner(s) knew of the great historic 
significance of two of these houses as being 
associated with Allen Flowers, one of the 
first African-Americans who came to Port-
land and stayed.  It is also tragic that the 
small houses could have been relocated in 
the general proximity at not too high of a 
cost due to their smaller size.  Recent tax-
break economic incentives by the Federal 
government to encourage rehabilitation of 
historic buildings would have made it sus-
tainable and economically practical.  There 
are many young ambitious homeowners to-
be in the community and investors that 
would have been interested to save these 
houses and taken it on in short order.  It 
could be that the new ownership acted on 
panic. 
 
Now backing things up to the 1800s, Allen 
Flowers came to Portland in 1865 by jump-
ing ship from a steamship where he was 
employed when it docked here.  He man-
aged to get by with many service-oriented 

jobs including the Lincoln Hotel in lower 
NW Portland for a number of years.  Later, 
he became an operator for ships that deliv-
ered goods up and down the Columbia 
River and managed to secure a homestead 
in the Mount Scott vicinity.  In 1884 and 
85, he had a wife Louisa M. and purchased 
2 lots in Elizabeth Irving’s First Addition of 
East Portland, now the block with the deal-
ership on it.  Interestingly at this early date, 
people of color were not excluded from 
purchasing at this location.  He commenced 
construction of 3 houses, for his own new 
family and other relatives. Flowers chose 
this location due to his new occupation as a 
porter-in-charge for the Northern Pacific 
Railroad between Portland and Seattle.  He 
remained in one of these houses for the 
remainder of his long life until 1934.  He 
had 4 sons who also lived in these 3 houses 
with their families.  One of his sons, Ervin 
M. Flowers remained and became the pres-
ident of the NAACP during the 1920s.  The 
entire family was very instrumental in im-
proving the lives of black residents of Port-
land and their success in business and ca-
reers was also a motivating factor for en-
couragement to others.   
 
At the present time, it is apparent that the 
two Flowers Houses that stood here were 
the oldest known in all of Portland that 
were black-built.  In the historic photo tak-
en just before 1900, all three are clear and 
very similar.  Two of these remained until 
recently. It is a possibility that there could 
be a few other survivors of near the 1885 
vintage in the general close-in North Port-
land proximity that are still unknown that 
could have been moved to other locations 
during the course of the 20th Century.  So 
far, research has not produced anything 
known.  It was discovered by the author 
back in the 1990s that the decorative Queen
-Anne style cottage that stood at 1745 NE 
1st Avenue was built in 1888 by James Cur-
ran in McMillens Addition to East Portland 
and moved to this spot in 1910 due to con-
struction of an apartment building.  McMil-
lens Addition also allowed people of color 
and Chinese to purchase and build. That 
replacement building was torn down in 
1960 along with many adjacent structures, 
for construction of Memorial Coliseum. 
Pauline Bradford lived in this house since 
1979 and the interior was adorned with 
gorgeous woodwork and very tall ceilings 
and was in excellent condition.  This was 
such a waste that we residents hope to nev-
er see happen again in our diverse neigh-
borhood and a loss of a cultural resource 
that cannot be replaced. A tidbit from the 
book “The History of Albina”, available at 
Powell’s Books downtown and Broadway 
Books at NE 17th. 

This column features businesses or people in Eliot and just beyond our neigh-
borhood’s borders to help our residents learn what exciting businesses and op-
portunities are located in and around our amazing neighborhood.  This issue 
we focus on two perspectives about two properties that were demolished recent-

ly. Roy Roos is a neighborhood historian, wrote the book The History of Albina, 
lived in Eliot for years, and is still a property owner here. Monique Haskins is a 
newer resident of Eliot who has been on our LUTC committee and is an Eliot 
News reporter.  

Within and Beyond the Borders of Eliot:  

By Monique Gaskins 

U 
ntil last summer, two Vic-
torian houses, both built by 
a Black family, stood near 
the southern border of the 

Eliot neighborhood. Allen and Louisa 
Flowers built and owned these houses, 
which may have been the oldest 
standing houses built by Black people 
in Portland. The buildings had initial-
ly been part of a larger group of iden-
tical houses built by the Flowers fami-
ly in 1885, but one of the other homes 
had been demolished in favor of a 
Ford owned parking lot in the 1970s. 
In an ironic example of history repeat-
ing itself, OB Portland Properties 
LLC - according to Portland Maps the 
same group that owns the land under 
the Broadway Toyota Dealership - 
bought and demolished the remaining 
houses in 2019. Presumably, these 
houses will also become a parking lot 
or some other car-focused infrastruc-
ture. 
 
Although many of our cities’ streets 
and parks bear the name of previous 
residents, I hadn’t heard of the Flow-
ers family until a neighbor mentioned 
that we were losing an important part 
of Portland history with these houses. 
Allen Flowers moved to Portland in 
1865 after jumping ship from the 
Brother Jonathon where he’d been 
employed. Mr. Flowers became a por-
ter for the Portland to Seattle route of 
the Northern Pacific Railroad and lat-
er married Louisa. Mrs. Flowers 
moved to Portland from Boston in 
1882 after marrying Allen. At this 
time, Portland’s Black community 
numbered fewer than 500 members, 
which is not too surprising given con-
temporary politics. Oregon’s citizens 
included a Black exclusion law in 
their 1857 constitution, paving the 
way for Oregon to enter the Union in 
1859 as a “whites-only” state. It was-
n’t until 1959, that Oregon officially 
ratified the 15th amendment, allowing 
all people the right to vote, regardless 
of their race.  
 

In this environment, the Flowers fami-
ly built their version of the American 
dream. They maintained a farm near 
Mount Scott which became a hub for 
Black Portlanders and they were ac-
tive members of their church. Allen 
Flowers developed NE Schuyler 
Street, supposedly to provide the only 
through street to the river for Louisa 
and their baby stroller. Louisa became 
a founding member of the Williams 
WMCA (now the Billy Elks Lodge) 
and active in the NAACP. The Flow-
ers demonstrated leadership and com-
passion while living in a city that did-
n’t always welcome them. The Flow-
ers family seemed like they would 
have been ideal neighbors.  
 
The site of the former Flowers houses 
is designated as a Commercial Mixed-
Use 3 zone. According to Portland’s 
Bureau of Planning and Sustainabil-
ity, land with this designation should 
have buildings that are six stories high 
and are intended to be pedestrian ori-
ented. For a civic minded family with 
a history of pedestrian improvements, 
increasing walking accessible housing 
seems like a potential extension of the 
Flowers legacy. However, since the 
current buyer’s portfolio includes a 
car dealership on the neighboring 
property, it isn’t likely that these sites 
will provide homes for new neighbors 
or pedestrian focused infrastructure.  
  
After some thoughtful research, Home 
Forward, Portland’s housing agency, 
named its newest site the Louisa 
Flowers. Financed by low-income 
housing tax-credits, the building pro-
vides 240 affordable apartments and 
honors the impact that Mrs. Flowers 
had on Portland. Although the Flow-
ers houses no longer exist in Eliot, 
The Louisa Flowers building contin-
ues the family’s work towards build-
ing a more welcoming Portland.  

The Loss of the Allen Flowers Houses: The 
Oldest Black-Built Known in Portland  

Allen Flowers Houses – Score Another 
Point for Cars 

By Roy Roos 

The Allen Flowers Houses 1803, 1811, 1815 NE 1st Avenue, circa 1885. 
Photo courtesy  of Oregon Historical Society  

Ralph Flowers, son of Allen and 
Louisa Flowers, his wife Ruth 
Flowers, and their son Clifford in 
front of the Flowers houses circa 
1920. Photo courtesy  of Oregon 
Historical Society. 
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J 
essica Mehta, one of this year’s 
Open Signal fellows, is current-
ly showing her work “emBODY 
poetry” at Open Signal. The 

show, which opened March 10, com-
bines Mehta’s poetry with perfor-
mance to examine body image and 
eating disorders.  
 
The first iteration of the show opened 
in Washington D.C. last spring. In it, 
Mehta led attendees in painting words 
on the body of a nude model. Mehta 
chose a human body as a canvass as a 
conscious break from stereotypical 
sexualization in poetry. 
 
For Mehta, “emBODY poetry” is just 
one work out of many that give audi-
ences more ways to experience poet-
ry. Her work, “Red/Act” uses virtual 
reality to create an immersive encoun-
ter with indigenous poetry. Mehta is 
the author of more than a dozen 
books. More information about her 
writing and art is available at jessi-
camehta.com. 
 
Her fellowship with Open Signal isn’t 
the first time Mehta’s worked in Eliot. 
Her first job was with the African-
American Health Coalition then locat-
ed in the neighborhood. “The majority 
of my hours were spent in Eliot at one 
point.” Mehta, who is a citizen of the 
Cherokee Nation and was born in 
southern Oregon, draws deeply on her 
own experiences in her work. She 
says, “Space and place play a huge 
role in my work.” 

Mehta will present at The Native 
Voices Speaker Series from 12:30 – 
2:30 at Pacific Northwest College of 
Art (PCNW) on Friday, April 17. 
 
Showing through May 11 
Open Signal 
https://www.opensignalpdx.org/ 
2766 NE Martin Luther King, Jr Blvd 

Open Signal Fellow: Jessica   
Mehta and “emBODY Poetry” 
By Thursday Bram J 

uneteenth, also known as 
Juneteenth “Independence Day” 
or “Freedom Day”, is a holiday 
that commemorates the June 19, 

1865 announcement of the abolition 
of slavery and the emancipation of 
African American slaves. 
 
On September 22, 1862, President 
Abraham Lincoln issued the Prelimi-
nary Emancipation Proclamation ef-
fectively ending slavery on January 1, 
1863, however, the Proclamation had 
little effect in the State of Texas until 
two and half years later. It was on 
June 19, 1865, that Union General 
Gordon Granger read General Orders 
No. 3 to the people of Galveston, 
Texas: 
“The people of Texas are informed 
that in accordance with a proclama-
tion from the Executive of the United 
States, all slaved are free. This in-
volves an absolute equality of person-
al rights and rights of property be-
tween former masters and slaves, and 
the connection heretofore existing 
between them becomes that between 
employer and hired labor.” 
 
Juneteenth in Oregon 
In Oregon, Juneteenth Oregon Cele-
bration was founded 45 years ago by 
the late and beloved community lead-
er Clara Peoples. The celebration of 
Juneteenth Oregon dates back to 1945 
when Peoples introduced the tradition 
from Muskogee, Oklahoma, to her co-
workers at the Kaiser Shipyards in 

Portland. Upon moving to Portland in 
1945, Clara Peoples was surprised to 
learn that the Juneteenth holiday was 
unknown in this part of the country. 
She introduced the holiday to her co-
workers at the Kaiser Shipyards dur-
ing their break being the first 
Juneteenth Celebration in Oregon. 
 
Later Clara helped to initiate Port-
land’s annual citywide Juneteenth 
celebration in 1972. Juneteenth Ore-
gon’s celebration starts with a parade, 
followed by the festivities which in-
cludes live music and entertainment, 
art, food, educational booths, cultural 
booths, community resources and a 
children’s play area. 
 
Juneteenth OR has many opportuni-
ties to get involved. We’re looking for 
event sponsors, vendors, volunteers, 
and parade participants for our up-
coming event. We count on support-
ers like you to help make our 
Juneteenth Oregon Celebration suc-
cessful. Make a donation to show 
your support.  
 
Juneteenth Celebration 
June 20, 12-6 pm 
Legacy Emanuel Field 
N Williams and N Russell St 
 
Parade start: Safeway  on NE MLK 
and Ainsworth—9:30 am 
 
Juneteenthor.com 
info@junteenthor.com  

Don’t Miss the Juneteenth Celebration   
From Juneteenth Oregon website 

Jessica Mehta performing her poetry. 
Photo courtesy Jessica Mehta veterans and will soon offer a motorcycle 

tour of all the affordable housing facilities 
in the city. Also, they will be offering clas-
ses like earthquake preparedness, first aid, 
and CPR.  
 
The Legion bar space can be rented for 
events. For pricing and availability email to 
luckyyou@legionmoto.co or call 503-954-
1546.  
 
Starting any new business can be both frus-
tratingly challenging and pleasantly sur-
prising. Alex and Gabriel say that the per-
mitting process for food service was partic-
ularly challenging because there is not one 
specific place that the requirements can be 
found. However, the biggest surprise was 
how welcoming the neighborhood has 
been and how active the neighborhood is.  
Many residents have come by and said 
how glad they are that Legion is here and 
what great neighbors they have been so far. 

Keeping the noise down at night and re-
specting the neighbors is important to the 
motorcycle company owners.  
 
So when looking for a place to spend an 
afternoon or evening, waiting for a table at 
a nearby restaurant, or want to explore the 
world of motorcycle maintenance, stop by 
Legion Motorcycle Company and join 
your neighbors in welcoming Alex and 
Gabriel to Eliot. I know I’m glad they 
chose our neighborhood to make their 
dream a reality. 
 
Legion Motorcycle Co. 
2145 NE MLK Jr Blvd 
Wednesday – Sunday 10am-8pm 
503-954-1546 
www.legionmoto.co 
 
Fabian Redondo 

503-206-9215 

@Barber_Fabian 

Tuesday – Saturday 10am-6pm 

(LEGION, from page 8) 

Eliot Neighborhood Welcomes New  
Veterinary Practice  

I 
n January 2020,  Grateful Heart Vet-
erinary Hospital will be providing 
North and Northeast Portland with the 

highest quality, compassionate, and cutting
-edge veterinary care.  Dr Katy Felton and 
her team are opening a small animal prac-
tice at 3334 North Vancouver Ave. There 
is a rear entrance and ample parking at 107 
N. Cook St, Suite B, right across from New 
Seasons and Mud Bay stores.  
 
Dr. Felton’s focus is on comprehensive 
whole-life care of cats and dogs.  With over 
13 years in practice, including her role as 
Medical Director of a thriving Portland 
clinic, Dr. Felton practices caring, high-
touch, and customized medical care.She 
loves surgery and dentistry, and is a certi-
fied canine rehabilitation practitioner, 

bringing her care of seniors, athletes and 
pets recovering from procedures to a new 
level. She is bringing Portland’s best certi-
fied team of vet care professionals with her 
to North Portland. The entire staff is Fear 
Free Certified, dedicated to making veteri-
nary visits as low stress as possible for pets 
and their families.  
 
Stop by the clinic in January, visit our web-
site at www.gratefulheartvethospital.com, 
or call us at 503-813-2050 to meet our 
team, see our vision, and share in the best 
veterinary experience possible.  We think 
anyone who loves their pets as much as we 
do will enjoy the gorgeous space, culture, 
and phenomenal care we’re bringing to 
North Portland and the Eliot neighborhood. 

By Alex Simpson 

https://www.juneteenthor.com/be-a-supporter/
https://www.juneteenthor.com/be-a-supporter/
http://www.gratefulheartvethospital.com/
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Community Events 
 

Land Use and Transportation Committee (LUTC) 
Meeting 
St Philip the Deacon 120 NE Knott St 
7:00pm Monday– April 13, May 11, June 8 
 

Neighborhood Association Meeting 
St Philip the Deacon 120 NE Knott St 
6:30pm Mondays– April 20, May 18, June 15 
 

Northeast Coalition of Neighborhoods  
4815 NE 7th Ave  
www.necoalition.org, 503.388.5004  
 

Meetings: 
 Safety and Livability Meeting—6:30pm, 3rd 

Monday of month  
 NECN Board Meetings—6:30pm, 3rd Tuesday 

of month 
 Community Police Relations Committee—

5:30pm, 3rd Wednesday of month  
 NECN Land Use Transportation Committee—

7:00pm, 4th Wednesday of month 
 

Events 
 

Boise Eliot Humboldt Elementary School  
Blue & Gold 2020 Gala/Fundraising Event 
Skyrise -3303 N Mississippi Ave, Suite 500 
April 17, 6:30-9:30 pm $20 21 & over event 
Details—see ad page 5 
 
Good in the Hood Multicultural Festival 
June 26-28, Parade June 27 11am 
King School Park  
NE 6th Ave & NE Humboldt St 
Goodnthehood.org 
 
Juneteenth 
June 20 12-6pm 
Legacy Emanuel Field 
N Williams and N Russell St 
Juneteenthor.com 

Vanport Mosaic Festival 
May 22-June 7  
Vanportmosaic.org 
 

Entertainment 
 

Civilian Studios 
2210 N Lewis Ave 
503-476-2716  
 

Fisk Gallery 
3613 NE Martin Luther King Jr Blvd 
Wednesday-Friday 12-6 
Saturday and Sunday 12-4 
fiskgallery.com, 661-733-3521  
 

Game Knight Lounge 
3037 N Williams Ave 
Pdxgameknight.com, 503-236-3377 
 

Lloydean Presents Art Gallery 
2728 NE Martin Luther King Jr Blvd 
lloydeanpresents.com, 503-951-8234 
 

Open Signal 
2766 NE MLK Jr Blvd   
opensignalpdx.org, 503-288-1515 
 

Union Knott Gallery 
2726 NE Martin Luther King Jr Blvd 
971-207-1231 By Appointment 
 

The Waypost 
3120 N Williams Ave 
thewaypost.com, 503-367-3182 
 

White Eagle 
836 N Russell St 
mcmenamins.com/WhiteEagle 
503-282-6810 
 

Wonder Ballroom 
128 NE Russell St 
wonderballroom.com, 503-284-8686 
 

Recurring Events 
 

Mondays - 11:00 am-12:30 pm Healthy Eating              
Class  at  Garlington  Health Center 

         - 7-9 pm reading group at Black Hat  
          Books  
 
Tuesdays    -  4-5 pm Book Club Garlington     
                            Health Center  
         - 5pm Labrewatory brewery tour,    
                           5:30 pm new beer release 
         - 6-8 pm live music at Labrewatory 
         -  7 pm Trivia at The Waypost 
         - 7 pm Trivia at Reverend Nat’s 
         

Wednesdays  - Karaoke at The Waypost 
                          - Neighborhood Knight at Game 

Knight Lounge (no cover charge for 
residents of Eliot) 

 
Thursdays- - 11:30 am-12:30 pm Walking group 

at Garlington Health Center 
 - 1:30-2:30 pm Music Meet Up at 

Garlington Health Center  
 - 6-8pm FIRST THURSDAYS 

Game night at Garlington Health 
Center 

  
Saturdays - -2 pm Public Speaking class at Black 

Hat Books 
 

Sundays- -12:00-1:30 pm Refuge in the Park 
at Dawson Park 2926 N Williams 
@refugeportland on Facebook 

         -5-8 pm Free jazz music at Billy  
          Webb Elk’s Lodge  
 
 
Did we miss something?  
Email news@EliotNeighborhood.org  to   
submit something for the next edition 

mailto:news@EliotNeighborhood.org

