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S 
tories have the power to 
CHANGE us. They make 
us laugh, make us cry, 
make us yearn for excite-

ment and adventure... We love 
stories because we resonate with 
the characters: with their hopes, 
dreams, failures and struggles. 
Stories empower us. Stories in-
spire us. Stories give us permis-
sion to live life DIFFERENTLY. 

As the owner of Portland School 
of Music & Dance, I got to think-
ing, what if we could harness the 
power of story in a kids summer 
camp? The stories that kids 
seemed to resonate with were all  

 

 

 

 

 

 

related to superheroes, princesses, 
and rock stars. 

And then I started asking myself, 
why these stories? What do these 

(see SUMMER CAMPS , page 11) 

Summer Camps: What Superhe-
roes, Princesses, and Rock Stars 
All Have in Common 
By Brooke Baker 
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 Have any questions?   

Want to volunteer? We need people the day of the event to 

unload materials into dumpsters, to sort, direct traffic, etc.  

There is also a walking trash pick-up event that day and we 

need volunteers for that too.  Pitch in and help clean up  

Eliot! You’ll be so glad you did!    Contact Sue: 971-255-0697  

Need help hauling 

your materials?   

Pick-up assistance is 
available for our Sen-
iors and disabled resi-
dents. Call ahead to  
arrange for pick up.  

  
**One Load Limit** 

 
Contact Sue  

971-255-0697 

It’s time for the Eliot Neighborhood  
Spring Clean-Up! 

 
Organize your garage, de-clutter your shelves,  

clean out your closets…  

Sunday May 22   ●   11am-2pm 
Location:  Legacy Emanuel parking lot at  

N Graham between Vancouver and Williams 

YES!!  PLEASE BRING 

Furniture 

Junk 

Scrap Metal 

Books 

Toys 

Bicycles and Parts  

Clothing  

Household items 

Tires 

Electronics (anything with a cord) 

  

NO!    DON’T BRING 

Yard Debris, Dirt, Stumps 

Wood (treated or painted) 

Hazardous Materials 

Household Garbage 

Curb-side Recyclables 

Flooring: vinyl tiles, vinyl sheet, 

cove base molding, mastic 

Walls: plaster, decorative plaster 

Siding: cement siding shingles 

(e.g., “Transite”) 

Ceilings: acoustical tiles, 

"popcorn” and spray-on texture 

Insulation: spray-applied, blown-
in, vermiculite, pipe, HVAC and lag-

ging 
Electrical: wire insulation, panel 

partitions 

Other: fire doors, fire brick, fire 
proofing 

Fees 

Trunk load to  $5-10 

Pick-up truck $20 and up 

Oversize loads $25 and up 

Donated Bikes—Free 

Tires— $3 each  

Scrap Metal -varies by 

quantity  

TV—$12 

CRT Monitor $7 

Donations support  

neighborhood projects 

Eliot Neighborhood Association 

Spring General Membership Meeting 

April 18, 2016 -  6:30 PM - 8:30 PM 
St. Philip the Deacon Church, 120 NE Knott St  

(corner of Knott St. and Rodney Ave.) 

Eliot Neighbors, please join us for the Eliot Neighbor-
hood Association  Spring General Membership Meeting. 
Find out about what’s new in the neighborhood, what’s 
happening and how you can get involved, and discuss im-
portant neighborhood issues.  
 
For the complete agenda see http://eliotneighborhood.org/  
or email  chair@eliotneighborhood.org 



2 

 

Eliot Neighborhood Association 

The Eliot Neighborhood Association is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization whose members 
are the residents and business owners of the Eliot Neighborhood. Its purpose is to inform 
Eliot residents about issues affecting the neighborhood through meetings, newsletters 
and other activities. Members of the neighborhood association must be over 14 years old 
and live, own property, have a business, or represent a nonprofit within the 
neighborhood. The Eliot Neighborhood Association was founded in 1969. It is recognized 
by the City of Portland, is a member of the Northeast Coalition of Neighborhoods, Inc., 
and its members represent Eliot on other committees. 

Eliot Board 
 Co-Chair - Jere Fitterman – Jerefit@gmail.com 503-504-9308 

 Co-Chair - Patricia Montgomery - needacange@comcast.net 503-758-1263 

 Secretary - Kristin Yates – kyates@voaor.org 503-802-0299 

 Treasurer - Annie Rudwick – anniestemwedel@gmail.com 503-460-3078 

 News Editor - Sue Stringer – news@eliotneighborhood.org 971-255-0697 

 Webmaster - Clint Lundmark – clintlundmark@gmail.com 503-552-8678 

 NECN Rep - Joan Ivan – ivan0117@comcast.net 503-265-5868 

 Jeri Stein “Bee” - originalelements@gmail.com 503-522-9136 

 Jim Hlava – jim.hlava@cascadiabhc.org 503-998-3406 

 Johnny Engleheart Noel –johnengleheart@gmail.com 

 Joe Entler - jlentl@yahoo.com  

 Angela Kremer – angelahkremer@gmail.com 503-284-9136  

 Ronnie Blocker - ro66ie25025e7@outlook.com 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 
 LUTC Chair - Allan Rudwick – arudwick@gmail.com  503-703-3910 

 LUTC Vice Chair - Mike Warwick – mike.warwick@pnl.gov 503-284-7010 

 Paul Van Orden – pvossicles@gmail.com 503-522-3648 

 Laurie Simpson – laurie@mosiarch.com 503-280-1005 

 Phil Conti – pconti@lwocorp.com 503-281-1378 

 Mike Faden – mike@mikefaden.com 503-284-6315 

 Alise Munson - alisemunson72@gmail.com  

 Clint Lundmark – clintlundmark@gmail.com 503-552-8678 

 Montse Shepherd– montsearribillag@gmail.com  

Eliot Monthly Meetings 

Meetings of the Eliot Neighborhood Association are held on the third Monday of 
each month at 6:30 pm St. Philip the Deacon Church, 120 NE Knott Street 
(unless noted otherwise). It’s a great opportunity to meet your neighbors, stay 
informed, help build a stronger community, and have input into city decisions 
that may effect you. 

All meetings are open to the Public. All meetings are held at St Philip 
the Deacon Church 120 NE Knott Street.  

General Meeting - April 18 

Land Use Meeting - April 11, 7:00-8:30pm 

Neighborhood Meeting - April 18, 6:30-8:30pm  

Land Use Meeting - May 9,7:00-8:30pm 

Neighborhood Meeting –May 16, 6:30-8:30pm 

Land Use Meeting - June 13 , 7:00-8:30pm 

Neighborhood Meeting - June 20, 6:30-8:30pm 

For agendas and more information, see www.eliotneighborhood.org 

Directions: St. Philip the Deacon Church - southeast of the Matt Dishman        
Community Center on the corner of NE Rodney Avenue and NE Knott Street 

Eliot News 
Eliot News is published four times a year by the Eliot Neighborhood Association. 
It is mailed free of charge to every address in the neighborhood. It does not 
have an ISBN or ISSN. 

 ● Editor and Layout -Sue Stringer - news@eliotneighborhood.org 971-255-0697 

 ● Delivery - Susan Bailey baileywick97212@msn.com 503-284-7010  

Rights to articles are retained by the author. Opinions of the authors do not 
necessarily reflect the official positions of the Eliot Neighborhood Association. 

ELIOT NEWS AD RATES 

The Eliot News is a quarterly with circulation of about 3,000 and is mailed             

to all of the homes and businesses in the Eliot neighborhood.                                 

Ad deadlines are 3/15, 6/15, 9/15, and 12/15.  

Contact Sue Stringer at news@eliotneighborhood.org or 971-255-0697 

Category Size  1x 2x 3x 4x 

1/16 Page 4.9” W x 1.8” H $32  $61 $88  $112 

1/8 page 4.9” W x 3.8” H $64  $122  $173  $220  

1/4 page 4.9” W x 7.8” H $128  $244 $347 $440 

1/2 Page 10” W x 7.8” H $268  $510 $728 $924 

Full Page 10” W x 15.8” H $534 $1019 $1455  $1848 
Printed on recycled paper 

Website: eliotneighborhoood.org ◊       :@EliotNeighborhd  
: Eliot Neighborhood ◊       : eliotneighborhood 

Letter from the Editor 

S pring has sprung in Eliot and  

visions of sunshine and warmer 

weather permeate my daydreams.  

As I look at all the articles in this 

issue, there seems to be a lot about 

dreams both hoped for and ful-

filled.  Two local churches, one  

dreaming of a neighborhood with 

less social and racial barriers and 

more unity, and the other hoping 

that a recent wave of development 

doesn’t end its decades long resi-

dency in Eliot. Next, there are the 

two new restaurants both owned 

by women which have come into 

Eliot and also just outside our 

neighborhood’s boundary.  Addi-

tionally, there is a theater that is 

bringing high caliber theater while 

bringing the diverse population of 

Northeast Portland together to 

share the complexity of shared 

human experience. And a music 

and dance school that helps em-

power kids by acting out their 

dreams of being super heroes, bal-

lerinas and rock stars. 

The Eliot Neighborhood Associa-

tion has dreams too.  We envision 

a clean, well-cared for neighbor-

hood with residents showing their 

pride in the place they live by get-

ting rid of trash and debris around 

each business and residence. 

There are opportunities to work 

together during the new litter pick 

up events and also to feel good 

about purging all that unwanted 

“stuff” from your garage or attic at 

the annual Neighborhood Clean-

up on May 22. It’s the one fund-

raiser and proceeds to go fund 

neighborhood projects.  

We also would like to look to the 

future and work on breaking down 

the barriers of our different back-

grounds and experiences by shar-

ing stories with one another.  Just 

stopping to talk with a neighbor 

you haven’t met before is a great 

first step.  Or watch for our panel 

discussion that is in the planning 

stages for a deeper conversation.  

If we all work together, Eliot’s 

dream of a cleaner, closer knit 

community could come to fruition 

just like the dreams of so many 

people sharing their stories in this 

issue.   

If you have a story to share, please 

email or call me so we can include 

it in an upcoming issue.  

Email stories, letters, and photos 

to news@eliotneighborhood.org  

By Sue Stringer 

Active Listings Bed Bath Sq Ft Price 

424 NE Morris St 3 3 1292 $349,900  

Pending Listings         

107 NE Fargo 2 1 1490 $325,000  

204 NE Thompson 3 1.1 1838 $465,000  

54 NE Stanton 4 3.1 2998 $749,900  

Sold Listings     

433 NE Sacramento 5 2 2740 $395,000  

57 NE Morris 2 1.2 2648 $400,000  

2743 NE Rodney 4 3.1 3070 $638,000  

4206 NE Mallory 3 2 1387 $375,000  

4221 NE 6th  3 2.2 1427 $405,000 

mailto:angelahkremer@gmail.com
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I n the midst of changes… 
 

 
I gaze at the stream of traffic, the 
watch the bicycles zipping past, 
and smell the fresh aroma of the 
cafés nearby. New faces, new 
places, a mix with the old, and I 
wonder how do we maintain a bal-
ance to give us strength, maintain 
some tradition and expand through 
all this growth.  
 
The vision has been here with me  
for some 27 years. Some going 
faster than others, but  changing 
how I feel. My choice to get in-
volved, be involved, be active is to 
be a part of the change, not sitting 
on the sidelines wasting time com-
plaining.  
 

Community conversations brought 
out many ideas, so getting in-
volved is a starting point like tack-
ling that hill. To reach it we look 
at it sometimes and we think it's to 
steep to climb, but we must always 
remember when we reach that top 
it a coaster ride down. Doors are 
opening to be a part of this change. 
There’s something for everyone to 
become involved in from clean-
ups, neighbor watch, diversity out-
reach, beauty committee, intersec-
tion painting, concerts in the 
parks, tree planting and much 
more. So come on out and get in-
volved. Strength, they say, always 
comes in numbers, lets make our 
quadrant one to remember.   
 
Meetings every 3rd Monday 6:30 
to 8:30 St Philip the Deacon Epis-
copal Church 120 NE Knott St.  
 

Letter from the Board Chair 
By Patricia Montgomery 

F 
rom its early beginnings as a 
community mental health 
clinic in the 1980s, neighbors 
have relied on Garlington 

Center as a place to get help for loved 
ones experiencing mental health and 
addictions challenges. 
 
“The heart of the Garlington Center is 
respecting diversity,” said Kalindi Ka-
padia, Clinical Director of Garlington 
Center.  
 
Kapadia, who joined the clinic last fall, 
witnessed early in her start how staff 
work together, providing hope and 
healing to hundreds of men, women & 
children. 
 
“The experiences of the staff are very 
nuanced and the skill level that you get 
with that kind of diversity is quite un-
paralleled,” said Kapadia. 
 
Addictions counselor David Eubanks 
grew up in the neighborhood. He’s 
practiced as an addictions and mental 

health counselor in Portland for almost 
25 years. “The people here, that’s what 
keeps me,” said Eubanks.   
 
Eubanks brings a sensitivity to the stig-
ma attached to mental illness and ad-
dictions, especially within communi-
ties of color. He says building trust is a 
key component to his approach. 
 
“When mental health is in the way and 
drug and alcohol is in the way, some-
times the only thing to hold on to is the 
relationship before you can then ad-
dress those other issues,” said Eu-
banks. 
 
Cascadia’s Garlington Center is locat-
ed at 3034 NE Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Blvd. For more information about ser-
vices the center provides, neighbors 
are invited to call Kalindi at: 503-889-
2522. Read more about Garlington 
Center’s connections in the neighbor-
hood and plans for renovation of the 
clinic, by visiting: CascadiaBHC.org/
Projects.  ● 

Resiliency, Respect and Trust at the 
Heart of Garlington Center 
By Amy Lewin 

David Eubanks works closely with staff at Cascadia’s Garlington Cen-
ter to ensure his clients are getting the help they need. 

F orgotten Realms is just one of 

several legal homeless camps set-

ting up throughout Portland with 

permission from the city as part of 

the homeless state of emergency.  

The site is behind Legacy Emanuel 

Medical Center and received a 500 

gallon water donation.  

Legacy Emanuel is working with 

the mayor's office and some resi-

dents of the Eliot neighborhood in 

this effort.   ● 

Forgotten Realms– One of Many 
New Homeless Camps 
By Vicki Guinn, Legacy Health, Public and Community Relations 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/3034+NE+Martin+Luther+King+Jr+Blvd,+Portland,+OR+97212/@45.5453292,-122.6611696,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x5495a73870e3e5d5:0x9639da10ad9632bd
https://www.google.com/maps/place/3034+NE+Martin+Luther+King+Jr+Blvd,+Portland,+OR+97212/@45.5453292,-122.6611696,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x5495a73870e3e5d5:0x9639da10ad9632bd
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O 
n the transportation 
side, a few things are 
heating up. City staff 
hosted a meeting about 

a future NE 7th or 9th avenue 
bikeway.  There was a strong 
preference to use 7th in Eliot’s sec-
tion of the greenway due to it be-
ing cheaper and being able to ad-
dress other safety concerns on 7th 
avenue at the same time. There is 
concern from the City’s perspec-
tive about diverting many of the 
cars from 7th to other routes alt-
hough they have some tools to 
help this.  7th is a neighborhood 
street by policy but it currently 
serves a lot more car trips than it 
should. This will need to be re-
duced substantially and to accom-
plish that, putting some diverters 
on NE 7th avenue is on the table.  
Additionally, MLK, Jr Blvd may 
get some signal upgrades to help 
serve some of the car trips that 
have currently been using 7th.  A 
big part of the reason to support 
the 7th avenue route is that it is 
flatter, has smoother pavement 
and is already being used by a lot 
more bicycles than NE 9th avenue. 
This project is currently unfunded. 
 
Another transportation note with-
out too much detail is that ODOT 
is contacting parties about the In-
terstate 5 / NE Broadway intersec-
tion project.  It remains to be seen 
what their timeline is for starting 
that project.  Eliot has been vocal-
ly against this project due to the 
large construction impacts that it 

will have. I personally think those 
plans should go on a shelf and af-
ter the big earthquake we’re due 
for comes, we can build out what 
is currently in the plans. 
 
A few new developments in the 
Land Use arena this quarter. A 
new large public housing building 
is being proposed on the east side 
of MLK between Ivy and Cook 
streets.  It looks like it’ll have one 
alley of parking in the back, a 
playground and 5 stories of hous-
ing units. The project by itself 
seems like a good one although it 
is somewhat concerning that 
North and Northeast Portland are 
getting most of the public housing 
in the city instead of it being 
spread around evenly as studies 
have shown to be most effective 
in helping create a pathway out of 
poverty. There is still a long list of 
projects in the pipeline, which you 
can find at our website at the end 
of any Land Use Committee 
minutes section. 

W 
hat if I were to tell you 
that for less than one 
minute a week you 
could help your com-

munity, feathered friends, and the en-
vironment all while adding to your 
good karma.  Too good to be true you 
say, but I assure you, it is more than 
possible to do. The only caveat (I 
know, there always is one, right?) is 
that we need our entire community on 
board.  
 
A little back story......I've lived in the 
same house in this Eliot neighborhood 
for over 25 years.  As you can imag-
ine I've witnessed more than a few 
changes.  I miss the diversity, the qui-
et, and the ability to wonder who is 
parking in front of my house.  Eliot 
was not the magnet it is now, and any-
one pulling up to your curb invited 
curiosity.  We knew all our neighbors, 
and the cars they drove, and everyone 
had their own space. Fast forward to 
2016.... Luckily, I have access to a 
driveway and can always take refuge 
there on busy evenings.  Others don't 
have that luxury and may have to seek 
parking blocks away.  Our little com-
munity has become a bustling destina-
tion for foodies, concert goers, and 
Air BNB providers.  Density has in-
creased considerably, and there seems 
to be no end to the construction frenzy 
in and around our area.  There are 
some days I long for the quiet and 
simplicity of the early 90's but my 
nostalgia is tempered by a three mi-
nute walk for coffee, two minute walk 
for great wine, music or salt-cod frit-

ters, and a 12 minute walk to New 
Seasons.  Anyway, back to that karma
-promoting idea... 
 

In addition to more of everything, I've 
noticed a lot more trash than in years 
past.  A whole lot more.  On occasion 
there would be a community trash 
pick-up, or you would spy the same 
good Samaritans picking up litter as 
they walked along. Things would look 
better for a while, but eventually it 
would revert back to the same sorry 
state.  There were a few good battles 
on the side of beauty, but the debris 
was definitely winning the war.   

Actually, you might think I had the 
wrong neighborhood if you'd taken a 
leisurely stroll in the middle of 
March. "Trash? What trash?"  And, 
indeed there would be little to discov-
er because on Saturday, March 12th a 
group of volunteers from the Eliot 
beautification committee teamed up 
with SOLVE and New Seasons and 
canvassed your 'hood to the tune of 30
(!) bags of garbage weighing in at 
over 400 pounds.....a pretty impres-
sive and also disturbing haul for our 
small neighborhood!  And yes, I was 
one of those volunteers, and yes, I'm 
finally getting to where your 9 sec-
onds per day comes in.   
 
Those volunteers who picked up trash 
in the driving rain picked up in aban-
doned lots, around schools, business-
es, and churches, around community 
gardens, playgrounds and storm sewer 
drains but we also picked up trash in 
front of almost every home we can-
vassed.  Please be assured, we aren't 
blaming any one person!  We realize 
that additional density, not enough 
trash cans, a homeless crisis, and the 
just plain clueless who didn't get the 
littering-is-bad memo are all part of 
the problem.  And what would make 
this manageable (and winnable) is if 
every homeowner, renter, apartment 
dweller, and business owner decided 
they would take those few seconds a 
day, and rather than step over some-
one else's discarded cigarette package, 
candy wrapper, fast-food container, or 
empty bottle, dispose of it into their 
own trash-containers instead.  Conse-

quently, we might not have to work so 
hard in the future as it would be more 
of a shared endeavor.  Most of us 
know it wasn't ME who did the litter-
ing, but if you take YOUR 9 seconds, 
and your neighbor takes HIS 4 or 5 
seconds, and your neighbor down the 
street takes HER 15 seconds.....why, it 
might be possible that we can win this 
war.  If done daily you can usually 
keep it under the 10 second 
rule.  Once a week, more of a mi-
nute.  I know some of you are waiting 
for the city to step up, but unfortu-
nately they no longer have the man-
power to street-sweep, and the few 
times it does occur our lack of off-
street parking prevents it from getting 
anywhere near the curb.   
 
We really need our business commu-
nity and churches to get on board as 
well!  There are some that take the 
time to sweep every day, and it does 
not go unnoticed. I'd just like to give a 

 

(see TRASH, page 5) 

Land Use and Transportation Roundup  
By Allan Rudwick 

I 
n honor of our 40th anniver-
sary, the Metropolitan Com-
munity Church of Portland 
(MCC) is organizing a new 

event designed to help break down 
social and racial barriers while 
mentoring a true feeling of “Unity 
in the Community”.   
 
On May 21st at Dawson Park, the 
“Unity in the Community” event is 
the brain child of our Resource 
Team and our Social Justice 
Group.  The goal is to reach across 
social barriers by providing an ex-
ample of family and community 
working together for a higher pur-
pose: One of service to our neigh-
bors, our community and our 
world.    By increasing awareness 
and educating ourselves about oth-
er cultures, we can only grow as a 
people in our walk of service. 
 
With the catalyst of an all inclusive 
social environment that includes 
diverse entertainment, food & fun, 
while celebrating our diverse popu-
lation, we can grow a spirit of true 
“Unity in our Community” and 
effect social change in how we 
treat one another today and every 
day. 
 
All proceeds of the event go to 
benefit MCC’s community food 
programs.  Our premier program, 
The People’s Pantry, distributed an 
estimated 3000 bags of food in 

2015 with a 40% increase expected 
in 2016.  We also collaborate with 
other local organizations such as, 
the Sunnyside Methodist Church, 
Peace House, and Meals on 
Wheels/Fishes & Loaves with The 
Hard Times Supper that feeds 100-
120 people weekly, as well as our 
Food Fairies that serve monthly 
meals with the Women of Wisdom 
at Quest Center and also, at the 
HIV Day Center. 
 
Our first “Unity in the Communi-
ty” event is planned for May 
21st and will be held at Dawson 
Park at N. Williams Avenue  
from 12:00 -5:00 pm. 
 
If you have any questions, please 
feel free to email us 
at resourceteam@mccportland.com
 or you can leave your name and 
number on the church voicemail at 
503-281-8868 and we will return 
your call as soon as possible. 
 
We express our sincerest apprecia-
tion for your support with this ex-
citing new unifying event and we 
look forward to working together 
in unifying our communities for 
many years to come. 

Unity in the Community  
By Mike Whitaker,  MCC Resource Team 

Three cyclist checking out the 
condition of NE 7th Avenue as a 
proposed Greenway. 

Trash Talk 
By Jody Guth 

A messy concoction of leaves and 
trash creating flooded gutters 
and blocked drainage grates 

Trash dumped on an Eliot side-
walk 

mailto:resourceteam@mccportland.com
tel:503-281-8868
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O 
vershadowed though it 
may be today by the 
Cook Street Lofts apart-
ment complex currently 

under construction across the 
street, the Vancouver Avenue 
Baptist Church (3138 N Vancou-
ver Avenue) is an institution of the 
Eliot neighborhood and of African 
American history in Portland . The 
Church appears similar to most 
others across Portland, with a 
brick  facade, stained glass win-
dows, and a mid-sized wooden 
steeple. However, it is one of the 
few remaining structures 
from  Vancouver Avenue in the 
1950s, and a link to the era when 
the area was known as “Black 
Broadway”: the hub of African 
American life and culture in Port-
land. Redevelopment in the 1960s-
-including the construction of the I
-5 trench, the Emanuel Legacy 
Hospital, and the Coliseum--
spelled disaster for the black com-
munity in North Portland, and 
modern construction threatens the 
few structures that have survived 
thus far. As one of the last stand-
ing monuments to Portland’s Afri-
can American community in the 
1940s and 1950s, the story of the 
Vancouver Avenue Baptist 
Church is a vital thread in the tap-
estry of Eliot’s past. 
 
The Church’s roots, like many Al-
bina institutions, began with the 
“Kaiser Caravans” that brought 
thousands of shipyard workers to 
the Northwest during World War 

II. Most of these new arrivals were 
Southern, many were black, and as 
these migrants settled into their 
new homes in Portland, the North-
west received an injection of 
Southern culture. For the first 
time, barbeque, jazz music, and, of 
course, Southern Baptism  thrived 
in Oregon and Washington. The 
Church itself originally formed in 
1944 in a shipyard worker’s hous-
ing project in Vancouver called 
Burton Homes. One year later, it 
had a new leader who would 
prove to be the driving force be-
hind the Church’s whole story: the 
Reverend Oliver Booker “O.B.” 
Williams. 
 
Under Rev. Williams and his wife 
Willa Ida Jackson-Williams, the 
next decade saw the Church relo-
cate  no fewer than six times. As 
World War II ended, the housing 
projects closed, and the Church 
moved into Albina in 1946. In 
Portland, the congregation quickly 
outgrew each new space they 
moved into, even renovating a 
condemned structure in 1947, only 
to find that they were too large for 
it by the time they had finished. 
The Vancouver Avenue Baptist 
Church finally moved into its cur-
rent location in 1951: a Lutheran 
church built in 1909 that could 
hold 600  people. Even this was 
eventually found to be inadequate, 
and in 1958 Rev. Williams reno-
vated the space to hold 800, mak-
ing his the largest African Ameri-
can congregation in the North-

west. 
The Church’s most famous mo-
ment came in 1961. As a central 
pillar of Portland’s black commu-
nity, the Urban League selected it 
as one of the stops on Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr’s national speaking 
tour. He met with the clergy and 
delivered a speech entitled “The 
Future of Integration” to the con-
gregation, commenting that “if 
democracy is to live, segregation 
must die. Segregation is a cancer 
in the body of democracy that 
must be removed if the health of 
the nation is to survive.” Albina--
still a heavily segregated neigh-
borhood in the 1960s, and just be-
ginning to feel the Civil Rights 

Movement’s arrival in Portland--
must have felt the weight of 
King’s words. Alongside the rest 
of Eliot, the Church saw most of 
its community displaced over the 
next decade, and today its congre-
gation is a fraction of its old size. 
Now flanked by redevelopment 
along Vancouver and Williams 
Avenue, its continued existence is 
under constant threat. The Van-
couver Avenue Baptist Church 
still stands as a direct line from the 
present back to the old Albina of 
the 1940s and 50s, but, like many 
other historic institutions, could 
fall victim to the waves of demoli-
tion across North Portland.  ● 

personal shout-out to two of my fa-
vorites, Toro Bravo on Russell, and 
Evermine on Hancock.  They are dif-
ficult areas to keep clean, but I see 
nary a cigarette butt whenever I pass, 
they each set a high bar, and they and 
others like them perhaps should be 
acknowledged.  Additionally, I'd like 
to thank businesses that allowed us to 
proudly place our SOLVE volunteer 
signs in their front windows.  They 
each do a great job keeping their pub-
lic spaces clean of debris....and our 
appreciative thanks go out to Pizza, 
Pub, Tiny's, Pine State Biscuit and 
Gold Rush Coffee house.  Additional 
thanks to Little Gem, Tiny's and New 
Season's for providing great coffee, 
juice and snacks for all those hard-
working volunteers.  And a special 
thank you to all 60 volunteers.  You 
are REALLY amazing! 
 
Another problem with leaving trash in 

the street or sidewalks is that it will 
eventually find its way via wind or 
water down to the sewer drains of 
your neighbor, and he in turn will 
have to struggle with the accumulated 
detritus of all his upstream neigh-
bors.  That was truly the most de-
pressing part of our clean up.  We 
realized that if everyone would scoop 
up those lingering leaves, that flooded 
corner would be a thing of the 
past.  (Psst....here's where the karma 
comes in...) Noticing that flooding 
has ceased and his drains are remain-
ing remarkably clear, that neighbor 
will most certainly decide to bake 
cookies for everyone upstream on his 
side of the block.  The take away 
here, is that so much of what we de-
cide to do or not do can really impact 
others who share that street with 
you.  Wouldn't you rather live with 
cookies?!  This will take a few more 
of those minutes, I know, but if you 
stay on top of it - maybe 2 or 3 times 
a year - it won't be THAT many 
more. 
 
Hopefully this is resonating with 
some and you’ll look with renewed 
passion at the next empty Popeye's 
wrapper that lands at your curb. Now, 
I'm sure you're wondering how any of 
this helps our "feathered 
friends".  The answer, I'm afraid, has 
to do with the increasing amount of 
cigarette butts littering our walkways 
and parking strips. In addition to the 
unsightliness, each butt contains toxic 
chemicals that leach into groundwater 
and soil.  The filter, composed of 
plastic, (no, it’s not cotton as one 
would guess) can take up to 15 years 

to decompose, and if ingested by 
birds can cause digestive block-
ages.  Many get washed into storm 
sewers, and eventually make their 
way to rivers and streams where they 
can poison fish.  No longer allowed to 
smoke in public places, some smok-
ers consider the streets and curbs to 
be their ashtrays and aren't aware of a 
filter's lingering footprint.  Although 
small, their negative environmental 
impact is huge, and keeping them out 
of our storm water is important.  Eve-
ry neighbor picking up one, two or 
three a day from their personal space 
would be an incredible boost for their 
ol' mother earth.   
 
 I realize little can come from an 
idea or suggestion to improve 
one’s area without the entire com-
munity flexing its collective pow-
er.   We don't need perfection in 
our little area, but we should not 

accept the idea that we cannot 
have a more inviting, pleasant Eli-
ot ourselves.  Extend that caring to 
your neighbor with a gift of trash-
scanning their walkways if they 
are elderly or home-bound. Take 
your trash cans in at Tuesdays' 
end, and make sure you pick up 
blowing bits that got away from 
the haulers.  This is more of an 
awareness plea and delivered in a 

spirit of hope. 
 
Finally, I know it’s hard to find 
enough time to do all the things we 
desire, even if it's only to sit quietly 
on our porches and watch the day go 
by.  We are varied and diverse in our 
jobs and motivations, but I'm guess-
ing that as a community we are close 
in our shared commitment to a 
healthy, beautiful environment.  We 
should be relentless in protecting it, 
and our precious little corner of Port-
land.   ● 

(TRASH,  from page 4) 

The Vancouver Avenue Baptist Church: A Link to Albina’s Past  
By Stan Fonseca 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at the Vancouver Ave Baptist Church in 
1961, meeting with the clergy from the church and its neighbors. Pho-
to courtesy Portland Observer.  

William Smith does his part 
cleaning up curb debris 

...and still more trash 

A plethora of cigarette butts left 
behind for others to pick up 
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This new column will feature busi-
nesses in Eliot and just beyond 
our neighborhood’s borders to 
help our residents learn what ex-
citing businesses and opportuni-
ties are located in and around  
our amazing neighborhood.   

Within  Eliot… 

The Pocket Pub 
 

I 
t started as a conversation be-
tween friends and ended as 
the fulfillment of a dream  

that the residents of Eliot and Ir-
vington get to benefit from.  
 
Kara Lammerman and Jennifer 
Cale  have been friends for over 
15 years and have pooled their 
energy and enthusiasm to create 
the warm, inviting Pocket Pub that 
offers a reasonably priced menu 

and a creative list of cocktails in a 
great place to sit and catch up 
with old friends and also get to 
know new neighbors. 
 
Kara Lammerman grew up in the 
Portland area going to Tigard high 
school and then working at many 
of the local restaurants in Portland 
and also in New York.  She al-
ways wanted to own a restaurant 
but after having kids she had to 
put that dream on hold for a while. 

Jennifer Cale moved to Portland 
in 1995 and has lived in the Eliot 
neighborhood for the last three 
years. She has also worked in 
food service from fine dining and 
music venues to dive bars in Port-
land.  She was working at  
Momo’s and Kara was working at 
Cassidy’s when a long term 
friendship was born. 

They first discussed opening a  
restaurant together 15 years ago 
but had to put it on hold until 
about a year ago when the topic 
came up again and the timing 
seemed right.  After looking at a 
few other options that didn’t seem 
quite right, they saw an ad on 
Craigslist placed by the owner of 
Slice Pizza.  They answered the 
ad, purchased the restaurant in 
October and took possession in 
November. Then they spent two 
months adding their personal 

touch to the space and opened in 
January.   

“The neighborhood has really em-
braced us and patrons have said 
that they like being able to stop by 
and see neighbors come by,” says 
Lammerman. “We just wanted it to 
be a really nice option where you 
can go a couple times a week and 
not spend a lot.  It is a really good 
option for the neighborhood that 
isn’t a dive bar or a really nice res-
taurant.”  

“We needed a middle of the road 
(restaurant). It’s one extreme or the 
other (here in Eliot) and we needed 
a kind of neighborhood, come in 
for a beer during happy hour and 
grab something to go option. I 
think the prices are really reasona-
ble,” says Cale. 

Since the pizza ovens were already 
installed they kept the pizza pub 
concept even though they weren’t 
searching out a pizza restaurant.  
“A pizza place was the last thing I 
thought we’d ever do but I guess 
we’re doing it,” says Cale laugh-
ing.   

Their chef is Tim Alves who 
worked at Higgins restaurant so he 
comes with lots of great restaurant 
experience.   

They hope to open for brunch and 
lunch soon.  Also, they are in the 
process of getting their liquor li-
cense for the sidewalk  café seating 
and plan to set up some nice out-
door seating for the summer with 
planter boxes to enclose the space 
for a more outdoor patio feel.  

Some of the creative menu items to 
check out besides the delicious piz-
zas are the Roasted Garlic Knotts 
( a nod to the cross street   nearest 
to the pub), and the “Cale” Caesar 
Salad, a play on words with Jen-
nifer’s last name.  Also try the cre-
ative cocktails the Pinky Swear or 
Red Rum.  

The Pocket Pub is located just 
north of NE Knott Street on NE 
7th Avenue.  Be sure to stop by 
soon—you’ll probably see some of 
your friends.   

The Pocket Pub 
2719 NE 7th Avenue 
503-287-3645 
www.pocketpubpdx.com 

Beyond the borders 
of Eliot… 

Bread and Honey 
Café 

 

A 
lthough Bread and Honey 
Café has only (officially) 
been open since March 

12th, it has lived in the mind of 
owner and chef Dyani Walden 
since she first began working in 
kitchens 20 years ago. Dyani’s vi-
sion has been and continues to be 
the creation of a beautiful, friendly 
and open space where the commu-
nity can come together and experi-
ence healthy and delicious food as 
well as excellent customer service. 
She, along with Trevor Rhoads the 
sous chef and co-owner, are striv-
ing to create a communal environ-
ment that will have a positive im-
pact on the community and in turn 
hope to be impacted by the com-
munity.  
 
Dyani and Trevor have worked 
together for the past 5 years and in 
that time have become an incredi-
ble team with a common goal and 
passion for food. They are excited 
to share their knowledge and abil-
ity with the neighborhood.  
 
“If we can make and serve good 
simple food, with people that we 
care about, to people that we care 
about, then we haven't just created 
a good job, we have created a good 
life.” - Dyani Walden 
 
The Bread & Honey Café 
3526 N Vancouver Ave 
503-444-7114  
readandhoneycafe.com 

Within and Beyond the Borders of Eliot 
By Sue Stringer and Krish Reed 

 
ALBINA COOPERATIVE GARDEN 

N Russell St at N Flint Ave 

WORK DAYS: Saturday 10am-1pm 

www.albinacooperative.org  
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Dining and Drinking in Eliot 
Breakfast/Coffee/Cafés     

Bridges Café  2716 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 288-4169 

Eliot E-Mat Café  2808 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 280-8889 

Goldrush Coffee Bar  2601 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 331-5955 

Little Gotham Coffee 722 N Page St  

Pine State Biscuits 125 NE Schuyler  (503) 719-5357 

Tiny’s Café  2031 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 467-4199 

TwentySix Café 2723 NE 7th  (503) 284-6033  

Bars/Taverns      

820 820 N Russell  (503) 284-5518 

Bill Ray’s Dive  2210 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 287-7254 

Bunk Bar  128 NE Russell  (503) 327-8234 

Ex Novo 2326 N Flint (503) 894-8251 

La Brewatory 670 N Russell (971) 271-8151 

Reverend Nat's Taproom 1813 NE 2nd (503) 567-2221 

Secret Society 116 NE Russell  (503) 493-3600 

Sloan’s Tavern  36 N Russell  (503) 287-2262 

Waypost  3120 N Williams  (503) 367-3182 

White Eagle Saloon 836 N Russell  (503) 282-6810 

Widmer Gasthaus 929 N Rusell (503) 281-3333 

WineUp On Williams  3037 N Williams  (503) 616-1918 

Groceries    

Cathay Market 2858 N Williams  (503) 288-0330 

Chuck’s Market, J&S Grocery 2415 N Williams  (503) 281-6269 

New Seasons Market  3445 N Williams  (503) 528-2888 

Knott St Grocery 2709 N 7th  (503) 284-7490 

Super Market 2322 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 281-0844 

Lunch/Dinner    

Broder Nord 2240 N Interstate  (503) 282-5555 

Izakava Kichinto 102 NE Russell (971) 255-0169 

Mint  816 N Russell  (503) 284-5518 

OX  2225 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 284-3366 

Pizza A Go Go 3240 N Williams  (503) 335-0300 

Popeye’s  3120 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 281-8455 

The People’s Pig 3217 N Williams (503) 347-2357  

Queen of Sheba 2413 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 287-6302 

Russell St Bar-B-Que 325 NE Russell  (503) 528-8224 

Sizzle Pie 125 NE Schuyler (503) 234-7437 

Pocket Pub 2719 NE 7th Ave (503) 287-3645 

Sparky’s Pizza  2434 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 282-3000  

Toro Bravo  120 NE Russell  (503) 281-4464 

 

Are you fond of cleaner streets and sidewalks? Are you irked by ram-

pant litter? Come help us to beautify our neighborhood!  

On the same day as the Eliot Neighborhood Annual Clean-Up, we will 

hold our second Eliot Litter Pick Up volunteer event. Last month, more 

than 60 volunteers of all ages, from our neighborhood and around Port-

land showed up on a rainy, windy day to collect 410 pounds of litter 

and transport them to the city dump.  

Please join us 11 AM - 2 PM on Saturday, May 22nd! We will provide 

bags and supplies as well as refreshments to keep ourselves motivated.   

To become a member of the Beautification Committee contact Angela 

Kremer at 503-284-9136 or angelahkremer@gmail.com 

Beautification Committee 
Wants You! 
By Kara Gostnell 
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Join the fun as Eliot neighbors,  

potluck and paint, block party style.  

This is a family friendly event with 

live music, free food and drink from 

local businesses, kid activities  

and more!  

Celebrate as we bring the Eliot  

Community Crossing intersection  

crossing back to life! 

 
 

For more information, help with  
coordination or to make a donation: 

eliotpainting@gmail.com 
 

 Join the Facebook Group: 
Eliot Neighborhood - Intersection 

Painting 

Eliot Annual Neighborhood 
Intersection Repaint Block Party   
NE Corner Tillamook and Rodney  

Saturday  

July 9th  

9:00a-10:00p  

Sponsored By:  

 The Eliot Community Cross-

ing is the recognizable painted 

intersection spanning the two 

major bike routes at the cor-

ner of NE Tillamook St. and  

Rodney Ave.   

The annual repainting block 

party tradition keeps our 

neighborhood looking bright 

and brings neighbors together 

celebrating our unique and  

diverse COMMUNITY 

mailto:eliotpainting@gmail.com
https://m.facebook.com/groups/428027907333949?ref=bookmark
https://m.facebook.com/groups/428027907333949?ref=bookmark
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Portland Play House  

O 
n a residential street 

corner in the old 

Mount Sinai Baptist 

Church in the middle 

of the King neighborhood lies a 

hidden gem.  The Portland Play-

house theater is celebrating its 

eighth year but it hasn’t come with 

out challenges and subsequent vic-

tories.  However, through it all, the 

theater has remained an important 

fixture of the King neighborhood 

in Northeast Portland and has con-

tinued the discussion of diversity 

and the issues that surround gentri-

fication.   

Three members of the Weaver 

family, Brian, Nikki and Michael, 

are responsible for the birth and 

continued life of the Portland Play-

house.  In 2008, Brian and his 

wife, Nikki got married, moved 

from Virginia to Portland and 

opened a theater all in the span of 

a couple of weeks.  A life long 

dream was coming to fruition until 

zoning issues threw a stone into 

the spokes of the young theater 

company.  Because the former 

owner of the church did not keep 

up the conditional use permit for 

the building, it reverted, in the cit-

ies eyes, back to a single family 

residence.  Therefore, in 2010 the 

doors were shuttered temporarily 

until the playhouse could get a 

permit.  This was no easy task and 

the city at first refused to grant the 

permit.  A church can have a con-

ditional use permit but a theater 

cannot be granted one.  In fact, “in 

the history of Portland a theater 

had never been granted a condi-

tional use permit,” says Artistic 

Director, Brian Weaver. They ex-

hausted every possible angle but 

the Bureau of Development Ser-

vices refused to grant the permit.  

However, the King Neighborhood 

Association, along with a few oth-

er neighborhoods, appealed the 

decision.  At no cost, Neighbor-

hood Associations are allowed to 

appeal a decision denying permits.  

So about 250 supporters showed 

up at City Council to appeal the 

BDS decision.  Sam Adams, the 

mayor at the time, at the beginning 

of the meeting asked how many 

people were present that opposed 

the conditional use permit.  Not 

one person raised their hand.  But 

when asked how many were pre-

sent that were in favor of the per-

mit, all 250 residents stood up with 

signs displaying an overwhelming 

show of support.  After about 40  

testimonials, the council voted to 

approve the permit and policy was 

changed.  This shows the signifi-

cant power that neighborhood as-

sociations have in changing policy 

and effecting change in a city.  It 

paves the way for more theater 

companies to obtains permits. But 

more importantly, “it opens the 

doors for creative expression, crea-

tive organizations and people and 

artists and all kinds of creative ex-

pression to energize these old 

buildings that otherwise, as would 

have happened here and have hap-

pened on other sites, would have 

been torn down and 16 condos 

would have been built in its 

place,” says Weaver. “It was a 

precedent setting move displaying 

that we, the city, believe in the this 

art culture and even though the 

city code says it is not allowed we 

want to make an exception for this 

theater.  It really taught us what it 

means to be a member of the com-

munity, to connect with the com-

munity and what it means to be 

good neighbors and to reflect the 

history and culture of the neigh-

borhood.  How to arrive as new-

comers but also learn from the 

people that were here.”  

There has been no push back from 

the community other than one 

By Sue Stringer 

parking complaint which was one 

of the thing that triggered the cities 

involvement.  That person was not 

against the theater but since then 

the playhouse has worked really 

hard to lessen the impact on the 

neighborhood and has partnered 

with the King Elementary School 

to use their parking lot for theater 

parking on show nights as well as 

encouraging people to bike and 

walk.   

Weaver says, “The kind of pro-

gramming we do and with the kind 

of artistic vigor in combination 

with being in a small environment 

and a neighborhood environment, 

a lot of people are excited about 

doing this high caliber of artistic 

work in such a small community 

space. So that’s our niche.”   

Fans that come up from Salem and 

fly down from Seattle but more 

than sixty percent of their audience 

is from the northeast neighbor-

hoods. 

Their mission is two fold. One is 

celebrating community and cele-

brating the creative expression that 

is in the neighborhood.  Also a lot 

of the programming reflects the 

African American experience as 

well as using that as an anchor to 

talk about the diverse experiences 

of all the people that live in the 

community.  It’s meaningful to 

have that celebration of history 

and culture and creative expres-

sion in the community and have it 

housed in a historic church build-

ing.  The building itself has been 

used for people who have come 

together to make meaningful con-

nections and relationships and 

worship, but really as just as a 

community space to create a 

shared identity and a shared work-

ing for good.  “So its been that for 

120 years.  It’s only been a theater 

for 8 years but  even though we’re 

doing something different we like 

to see that it’s tied to the history of 

the building,” says Weaver. 

The other facet of the theater is 

their extensive education program.  

Nikki Weaver is the head of the 

education program.  In any given 

year she works with about 10 

schools doing in-school residen-

cies, after school programs and 

also a region wide Shakespeare 

Fall Festival. Teams of guest di-

rectors are sent into anywhere 

from 6-8 schools and they produce 

a Shakespeare play that is per-

formed at the school and then all 

the shows come together and per-

form downtown at the Win-

ningstad Theater.  It’s a diverse  

(see PLAYHOUSE, page 12) 
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Building a Better Broadway Street 
By Allan Rudwick 

 

 

N 
ortheast Broadway 

and Weidler Streets 

between the 

Willamette River and 

Northeast 24th Avenue are streets 

that are looking for traffic.  Cur-

rently, the number of cars on 

Broadway and Weidler do not, 

even during the busiest rush hours, 

meet even 70% of the designed 

capacity of the streets. That is to 

say that the streets are bigger than 

they need to be in terms of the 

number of lanes that are striped on 

them.  What are the consequences 

of this?  Cars can speed down 

Broadway and Weidler streets 

quickly all day and all night. This 

is great, some might say, a few 

streets in the city that are actually 

good for driving on.  However 

there are some negative conse-

quences as well.  Consider that 

trying to cross the street feels like 

an unsafe maneuver at almost all 

of the intersections that don’t have 

traffic signals and even at some of 

the intersections that do have sig-

nals. Consider that bicycling down 

a street with speeds means that 

only the fastest riders will consider 

using it as a route.  Consider that 

for businesses on NE Broadway 

and Weidler they have less cus-

tomers because there isn’t a com-

pelling ‘place’ drawing people to 

the area to enjoy their days, eve-

nings and weekends due to the 

street feeling unsafe and unwel-

coming.  A great street feels like a 

public room where a busy road 

feels like an impenetrable wall.  

Broadway is more towards the lat-

ter. 

In that same vein, a presenter at 

the Better Blocks Kickoff Party 

asked a number of folks “Who 

here would take their out of town 

guests to Division street to spend 

time?”  Many hands went up.  

“What about Williams? Haw-

thorne? Alberta? Mississippi?”  

Many hands.  ‘NE Broadway’ – no 

hands.  People don’t think of 

Broadway as a place to go to for 

fun, a place to spend their money, 

or a place to show off.  Why is 

that?  Well there are a number of 

factors that go into making a suc-

cessful place.  Creating an inviting 

environment for people requires a 

lot of hard work and cultivating all 

the right ingredients.  Street seat-

ing, people window shopping, a 

friendly pedestrian environment, 

many eyes and ears on the street 

keeping it a safe place are all im-

portant pieces of the puzzle.  A 

street with extra pavement is unin-

viting, but a street with wider side-

walks can help make it a fun place 

to be. Currently, we have a bunch 

of vacant storefronts, empty lots, 

car dealership holding lots, and 

drive-thru windows along Eliot’s 

stretch of Broadway (west of 7th).  

A bit farther east there is a destina-

tion in the Safeway, the mall is a 

block off of Weidler, and there is a 

bit of a successful commercial 

node around 15th Avenue.  But 

that’s about it as far as continuous-

ly used store frontage.  There are a 

few fun shops on Broadway but 

they aren’t at the density needed to 

create a thriving commercial dis-

trict.  

This summer, a relatively new 
Portland street activation group 
called ‘Better Block PDX’ will be 

transforming 4 spaces around the 
city to be less car-dominated than 
they currently are. Previously they 

repurposed the east-most lane of 
Naito Parkway along the Rose 

Festival for several weeks last 
year, and they did a big demon-

stration along NW 3rd avenue that 
has become a permanent bicycle 
lane and roadway narrowing pro-

ject.  The group has had quite a bit 
of success and is now partnering 
with Portland State University stu-

dents to install demonstrations of 
street reconfigurations.  On NE 
Broadway, 1 lane of car traffic 

will be repurposed for 3-10 days 
during May so that 2 travel lanes 
will exist instead of 3.  Maybe this 

will be the start of permanent 
changes on NE Broadway that will 
help bring revitalization to the cor-
ridor.  It might even be easier to 

walk across the street.  My daugh-
ter and I would like that.  ● 

T 
he Albina Neighborhood 
Tree Team, started in 
2014,has just received the 

2016 Bill Naito Community Trees 
Award from the Portland Urban 
Forestry Commission https://
www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/
article/96929. The commission 
"recognizes groups and individuals 
for their stewardship, advocacy 
and commitment to trees in Port-
land." ANTT has received this 
award for their "exemplary actions 
and achievements as a group" 
working in this endeavor. 

The fledgling group’s activities 
have included: 1) inventorying all 
the street trees in Eliot and Boise, 
2) holding neighborhood street 
pruning events (proper pruning 
leads to healthier trees and a better 
canopy for all), 3) tree plantings in 
public spaces (e.g. the Oregon De-
partment of Transportation proper-

ty along the west side of Mississip-
pi Ave. south of Fremont St.), and 
4) a street tree remove and replace 
ReLeaf Event, in association with 
Urban Forestry and Friends of 
Trees for our low income neigh-
bors who have dying or dead street 
trees. 

The group is presently pursuing 
funding to continue and expand 
this program in an effort to im-
prove the chronically poor tree 
canopy in Albina which includes 
Eliot, Boise and Humboldt Neigh-
borhoods. 

New members are always wel-
come and the team can be reached 
at jerefit@gmail.com  ● 

“ReLeaf” event photos taken by 
Jim Gersbach  

Neighborhood Tree Team 
Wins Award  
By Matt Morrissey 
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stories have in common that make 
them stand out from other stories?  

Here’s what I discovered: 

 They have a fighting spirit 
(fueled by passion, drive, and 
adventure) 

  They make a difference (by 
using their voice, their posi-
tion, their influence) 

 They inspire others (by their 
strength, their character, their 
creativity, etc.)  

So, Portland School of Music & 
Dance built summer camps 
around these stories! Of course 
there’s music and creative move-
ment in there, but the camps are 
built on the foundation that we are 
changing lives -- empowering kids 
to discover their passion, use their 
voice to make a difference, and 
inspire others along the way.  

For us, empowering kids IS our 
story.  

Portland School of Music & 
Dance (formerly MusicWerks Stu-
dio) has 3 locations, with the Eliot 
Neighborhood location being in-
side St. Philip the Deacon Church.  

We offer regular weekly music 
and dance lessons, as well as out-
standing full-day thematic sum-
mer camps designed to fuel the 

imagination and encourage crea-
tivity and fun for your child!  

We offer FREE Before Care, flex-
ible After Care, and 3 convenient 
locations! Our camps are $289 for 
a full-day camp, ages 4 - 14, and 
run June 20 - Sept 2. Space is lim-
ited, so register now at:  

PortlandMusicAndDance.com 

 

 

At our Creative Movement Super-
hero Moves Camp, we develop 
Superhero Techniques like 
strength, speed, flexibility, focus, 
and stamina!   We learn Superhero 
Skills like running, jumping, 
crawling, and climbing!   We dis-
cover Superhero Defense Moves 
like dodging, blocking and cam-
ouflaging!   We learn Superhero 
Character Traits like bravery, hon-
esty, and compassion!   Boys and 

girls will even meet some real life 
Superheroes like firemen, police-
men, and doctors!   

 

 

 

 

At our Creative Movement Tutus 
& Tiaras Camp, we develop Prin-
cess Ballerina techniques like 
poise, agility, flexibility and 
strength! We learn Princess Balle-
rina skills like coordination, bal-
ance, and creative expression! We 
learn Princess Ballerina character 
traits like confidence, cooperation, 
gratitude, and kindness! And our 
Princess Ballerinas get to twirl 
across the stage for a final perfor-
mance for our adoring subjects, in 
a Tutu & Tiara that was inspired 
by her own imagination designed 
with her own hands! 

 

 

At our Junior Rock Star/Rock Star 
Camp, kids get the perfect start to 
learning music or digging deeper 
in the instrument they already 
know! The week is jam-packed 
with indoor and outdoor fun, with 
our Rock Stars exploring all the 
rock instruments, discovering how 
to build a band and name a band, 
and working together to design 
posters and press kits!  We devel-
op Rock Star techniques like orig-
inal song-writing, rhythm patterns, 
and music fundamentals!  We 
learn Rock Star character traits 
like taking initiative, having integ-
rity, working hard, and respecting 
others! And we have a rockin’ 
final concert at the end of the 
week for all our family, friends, 
and adoring fans! ● 

 

 

(SUMMER CAMPS from page 1) 
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Eliot Events Calendar 

Community Events 

Land Use and Transportation Committee (LUTC) Meeting 

St. Philip the Deacon Church, 120 NE Knott St 

7:00pm Monday  April 11, May 9, June 13 

 

Neighborhood Association Meeting 

St. Philip the Deacon Church, 120 NE Knott St 

6:30pm Monday April 18, May 16, June 20 

 

Northeast Coalition of Neighborhoods  

4815 NE 7th Ave  

Meetings/events- www.necoalition.org, 503.388.5004  

Neighbors for Housing Affordability—6:30pm, 1st Wednesday of 
month 

Safety and Livability Meeting—6:30pm, 3rd Monday of month  

NECN Board Meetings—6:30pm, 3rd Tuesday of month 

Community Police Relations Committee—5:30pm, 3rd Wednes-
day of month  

NECN Land Use Transportation Committee—7:00pm, 4th 
Wednesday of month 

 

Unity in the community 

May 21 at Dawson Park 12:00-5:00pm 

 

Good in the Hood  

June 25 and 26th At Lillis Albina Park 

 

 

Entertainment 

Lloydean Presents Art Gallery 

www.lloydeanpressents.com, 503-951-8234 

 

Secret Society Ballroom 

www.secretsociety.net, 503-493-3600 

 

The Waypost 

www.thewaypost.com, 503-367-3182 

 

Wonder Ballroom 

www.wonderballroom.com, 503-284-8686 

 

Portland Playhouse 

Peter and the Star Catcher April 27-May 29 

www.portlandplayhouse.org, 503-488-5822  

 

Recurring Events  

Wednesdays 

8pm Know and Tell Trivia at Waypost 

Thursdays 

9pm Quizzy Trivia at Billy Ray’s Dive 

Sundays 

7pm FIRST SUNDAYS Live chamber jams at Waypost  

 

Did we miss something? Email news@EliotNeighborhood.org 

to submit something for the next  edition 

group of schools like Lincoln, 

Catlin Gabel, Jefferson, Franklin, 

De La Salle, and Fort Vancouver.   

In addition to meeting all together 

at the festival, the students have 

three common classes or master 

classes where all the students 

come together at one high school.  

The classes are fight, dance and 

performance.  One of the goals of 

the festival is to create a collective 

of artists all working together as 

opposed to the typical high school 

competition model . This is a col-

laborative model to enable the 

aesthetic of the festival where the 

audience is just as much a part of 

the performance as the actors. In 

Shakespeare's time there was no 

forth wall, lights were up, and the 

actors talked to the  groundlings.  

The groudlings, or audience, were 

the other army and they would 

cheer and were part of the show.  

The students in the audience have 

been coached to be active partici-

pants.  So there are 30 kids on 

stage performing Hamlet but there 

are 150 kids in the audience who 

have built relationships with the 

other students on the stage. In the 

same way, one of the genius 

things about this model is that it 

casts the other students in the role 

of the groundlings and they love 

it.  They boo, hiss, and swoon 

when there is a kiss.   

The pedagogy of the program is 

oral learning so rather than the 

play as a scripted text it is learned 

by call and response or as it’s 

called “dropping in”. It tends to 

level reading achievement gaps or 

rote memorization.   

Portland Playhouse usually stages 

four plays a year.  The current 

play is “Peter and the Star Catch-

er” which is adapted from a young 

adult novel and is a prequel to Pe-

ter Pan.  The play works for all 

ages but it is not children’s thea-

ter.  “It was a hit on and off 

Broadway and it was nominated 

for many Tony awards one being 

a nomination for best play of the 

year. It barely lost to Clybourne 

Park,” says Weaver. “It s a satire, 

its very theatrically fun, it takes 

the idea of Peter Pan which is not 

growing old and the fun and play-

fulness of being a kid and applies 

that to the lens of professional the-

ater.  Every fun theatrical trick 

and convention are included and 

the effect for audiences is drop 

dead hilarious.  It is also very fast 

moving and action packed from 

love scene to chase scene to com-

edy.  It’s very much like vaude-

ville the way it moves.” 

Peter Pan is a hero’s journey.  Pe-

ter and the Star Catcher has the 

traditional arc of a hero’s journey.  

However, it is Molly, who is the 

“Wendy” figure in this play, who 

is in charge amongst all of these 

boys and she is the one who has 

the hero’s arc.   

As well as being really fun and 

full of adventure it is also a really 

moving story.  Weaver says, “You 

go on this adventure with these 

orphans and at the end the way 

they overcome the obstacle to sac-

rifice and stand up for each other 

is very heartwarming and beauti-

ful.” One of the reasons why it 

was so successful in New York is 

that it works for all people from 

hard core crusty theater critics to 

theater buffs, to Broadway lovers 

because of all the humor, perspec-

tive and theatrical tricks.  But it is 

also fun and fast moving with 

great costumes and then it is just a 

beautiful story of self discovery 

and triumphing over adversity.” 

“It is a real coup for us to get it in 

the small theater.  It has gotten 

bumped off the tour of Broadway 

across America multiple times.  It 

just so happened that Portland 

Plahyouse got picked over many 

other playhouses so we’re quite 

proud to get it.” 

Peter and the Star Catcher opens 

April 27and runs through May 29.  

Tickets can be purchased on the 

website at portlandplayhouse.org.  

You can also find more infor-

mation there about the theater and 

education programs.  ● 

(PLAYHOUSE, from page 9) 
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