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Eliot Growing Food and Community 

By Sue Stringer 

E liot is home to two coop-

erative gardens offering 

opportunities to learn how to grow 

amazing produce, meet wonderful 

neighbors, reap the benefits of the har-

vest, as well as give back to your 

neighbors in need. Unlike community 

gardens, where everyone has separate 

plots which are rented for a fee and 

planted, tended and harvested by the 

individual gardener, in cooperative gar-

dens members make decisions, work, 

plant and harvest together. Both Albina 

Cooperative Garden and Green Table 

Cooperative Farm are non-profits under 

the umbrella of OSALT, Oregon Sus-

tainable Agriculture Land Trust, 

providing insurance, agricultural water 

rates and the non-profit status so they 

can take donations and use them for 

necessary supplies.  Any harvested pro-

duce that is not taken by the members 

is given to Urban Gleaners to distribute 

to people facing food insecurity.  Both 

gardens have passionate volunteers 

working hard to maintain the farms and 

who are available to teach new mem-

bers the skills to work on a cooperative 

farm.  Both gardens require a 3-5 hour 

commitment per week and have a read-

er board with tasks that need to be 

completed.  As any gardener knows, 

there’s always weeding to be done. 

Albina Cooperative Garden is  

located on N Russell St at N Vancouver 

just south of Legacy Emanuel Medical 

Center.  It is situated on almost an acre 

of land leased from Legacy Emanu-

el.  Founders James Ragsdale and Tim 

Donovan started the gardens in con-

junction with Portland Grow which is a 

program for disabled adults.  The cur-

rent project coordinator is Keith Lar-

son,  He got involved with the garden 

back at its inception in 2010.  The sole 

purpose of the garden is to bring people 

together and being able to offer, 

through a membership, affordable nu-

tritious produce.  Albina Cooperative 

Garden currently has approximately 18 

members who hope to grow to 40-50 

members once spring and summer roll 

around.  Membership is on a sliding 

scale that averages $50 and helps to 

cover costs for compost, the green-

house, tools, and gloves.  Offering 

guidance, Larson is at the garden on 

Wednesday and Saturday from 10am-

2pm, but members can show up any 

time to pitch in.  Virtually any crop can 

be planted and he’s open to sugges-

tions.  They are even planting kiwi this 

year. In addition to growing crops for 

the members to harvest, this year the 

garden will be growing some produce 

for Toro Bravo and some other local 

restaurants. 

Besides the members working in the 

garden, the 4th-6th grade students from 

SEI Academy come over two days a 

week to work in their portion of the 

garden.  They are eager to learn and are 

a wonderful addition to the 

for the garden goes until September and 

then Alexander will check to see if they 

are willing to extend the agreement for 

another year or if they are ready to de-

velop the property.   

The membership for this cooperative 

garden is free, but a 3-5 hour per week 

commitment is requested.  As Alexan-

der calls it, “farm church” on Sundays 

goes from 9am-12pm now and then 

Wednesdays from 6-8pm will be added 

around March 18th.  Currently there are 

10 committed members with 3-4 show-

ing up each weekend and as spring rolls 

around as many as 10-15 gardeners are 

expected to dig in.  You can sit and 

watch, come and learn, become a mem-

ber, or just show up and join in.  There 

is a partnership with Ivy Montessori 

and the middle school did some plant-

ing recently.  However, more members 

are always welcome as many hands 

make light work. 

Communication is vital in a cooper-

ative garden since all members are not 

present at the same time, so signs iden-

tifying plants and a reader board with a 

task list keep everyone in-

formed.  Alexander also sends out a 

weekly email to all members, which 

rounds up what was done last week , 

what’s happening this week, and great 

gardening tips members can use in their 

own gardens. 

There’s no budget for either of these 

gardens and they operate on very little 

labor as well, so it’s like a scavenger 

hunt for everything you need trying to 

find free resources from anywhere to 

solve the problems.  The Green Table 

Cooperative Farm has flourished with 

free seeds from seed banks, free wood 

chips from tree service companies, and 

free cardboard from Widmer Brewing 

Company.  A vast variety of produce is 

grown here including cilantro, fava 

beans, apple trees, figs, jostaberry, Ko-

rean cherry, herbs, honey berry, kale, 

and red Brussels sprouts, tomatoes, gar-

lic, and onions.  In addition to the pro-

duce, there are the resident chickens 

who are laying a couple dozen eggs a 

week.  As more eggs are laid in the 

spring, to help offset the cost of the 

chicken feed, members can purchase a 

dozen eggs for $5 and non-members 

can buy some eggs for $6 a dozen. 

 

For questions or to become a mem-

ber, contact Shara Alexander at 

greentablecoopfarm@gmail.com and 

check out their Facebook page Green 

Table Cooperative Farm 

 

farm.  There is lots of tutoring here and 

they can choose what to plant. 

The garden would not be able to 

continue were it not for the generosity 

of a number of businesses such as New 

Seasons and quite a few restaurants 

including Toro Bravo. Baker Creek 

Heirloom Seed Company supplies all 

the seeds for the garden including 

unique varieties like tomatoes from 

Ukraine, and other produce from Ar-

gentina and Chile.   Therefore these 

businesses and Legacy Emanuel Medi-

cal Center are able to give back to the 

community. 

Just come and roll up your sleeves. 

Everything is here for you to work in 

the garden.   

 

For more details, questions, or to 

become a member, please contact Keith 

Larson at keithlarson63@gmail.com 

and learn more on their website at 

www.albinacooperative.org 

 

Green Table Cooperative Farm is 

the other cooperative garden in Eliot 

and it is located on NE Tillamook be-

tween NE Rodney and N Wil-

liams.  This garden was started in 2007 

by Project Grow to help disabled adults 

learn about gardening.  It was then tak-

en over by Albertina Kerr who pared 

down the program.  Shara Alexander 

got involved in 2011 with Portland 

Grow, but now runs the garden on her 

own as a cooperative garden and with 

her background in horticulture, garden 

design and management, and her love 

of giving back to the community is 

finding a perfect extension of all her 

talents and passions.  This garden is 

situated on private property and has a 

year to year verbal agreement with the 

property owner.  The current agreement 
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Eliot Neighborhood Association 
The Eliot Neighborhood Association is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization whose members are 
the residents and business owners of the Eliot Neighborhood. Its purpose is to inform Eliot 
residents about issues affecting the neighborhood through meetings, newsletters and other 
activities. Members of the neighborhood association must be over 14 years old and live, own 
property, have a business, or represent a nonprofit within the neighborhood. The Eliot 
Neighborhood Association was founded in 1969. It is recognized by the City of Portland, is a 
member of the Northeast Coalition of Neighborhoods, Inc., and its members represent Eliot 
on other committees. 

Eliot Board 
 Chair - Angela Kremer – angelahkremer@gmail.com 503-284-9136  

 Vice Chair - vacant 

 Secretary - Kristin Yates – kyates@voaor.org 503-802-0299 

 Treasurer - Annie Rudwick – anniestemwedel@gmail.com 503-460-3078 

 News Editor - Sue Stringer – news@eliotneighborhood.org 971-255-0697 

 Webmaster - Clint Lundmark – clintlundmark@gmail.com 503-552-8678 

 NECN Rep - Joan Ivan – ivan0117@comcast.net 503-265-5868 

 Jeri Stein “Bee” - originalelements@gmail.com 503-522-9136 

 Alan Sanchez - alanrsanchez@gmail.com 503-381-4703 

 Jim Hlava – jim.hlava@cascadiabhc.org 503-998-3406 

 Allan Rudwick -  arudwick@gmail.com 503-703-3910 

 Pamela Weatherspoon Reed – preed@lhs.org 503-413-4630 

 Joe Entler - jlentl@yahoo.com  

 Rose St. John - rosestjohn@comcast.net 

 Patricia Montgomery – needachange@comcast.net 503-758-1263 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 
 LUTC Chair - Allan Rudwick – arudwick@gmail.com  503-703-3910 

 LUTC Vice Chair - Mike Warwick – mike.warwick@pnl.gov 503-284-7010 

 Paul Van Orden – pvossicles@gmail.com 503-522-3648 

 Laurie Simpson – laurie@mosiarch.com 503-280-1005 

 Phil Conti – pconti@lwocorp.com 503-281-1378 

 Mike Faden – mike@mikefaden.com 503-284-6315 

 Alise Munson - alisemunson72@gmail.com  

 Clint Lundmark – clintlundmark@gmail.com 503-552-8678 

Eliot Monthly Meetings 
Meetings of the Eliot Neighborhood Association are held Mondays at 6:30 p.m. St. 
Philip the Deacon Church, 120 NE Knott St. It’s a great opportunity to meet your 
neighbors, stay informed, help build a stronger community, and have input into 

city decisions that may affect you. 

All meetings are open to the Public. All meetings are held at St Philip the 

Deacon Church 120 NE Knott Street.  

General Meeting - Board Elections - October 13 - MOB West 

Land Use Meeting - March 9, 6:30-8:00pm 

Neighborhood Mtg - March 16, 6:30-8:00pm 

Land Use Meeting - April 13, 6:30-8:00pm 

Neighborhood Meeting - April 20, 6:30-8:00pm 

Land Use Meeting - May 11, 6:30-8:00pm 

Neighborhood Meeting - May 18, 6:30-8:00pm 

For agendas and more information, see www.eliotneighborhood.org 

Directions: St. Philip the Deacon Church southeast of the Matt Dishman Communi-

ty Center on the  corner of NE Rodney Avenue and NE Knott Street.  

Eliot News 
Eliot News is published four times a year by the Eliot Neighborhood Association. It 
is delivered or mailed free of charge to every address in the neighborhood. It does 

not have an ISBN or ISSN. 

 ● Editor - Sue Stringer - news@eliotneighborhood.org 971-255-0697 

 ● Layout - open  

 ● Delivery - Susan Bailey baileywick97212@msn.com 503-284-7010  

Rights to articles are retained by the author. Opinions of the authors do not neces-

sarily reflect the official positions of the Eliot Neighborhood Association. 

ELIOT NEWS AD RATES 

The Eliot News is a quarterly with circulation of about 3,000 and is hand delivered 

or mailed to nearly all of the homes and businesses in the Eliot neighborhood. Ad 

deadlines are 3/15, 6/15, 9/15, and 12/15.  

Contact Sue Stringer at news@eliotneighborhood.org or 971-255-0697 

Category Size  1x 2x 3x 4x 

1/16 Page 4.9” W x 1.8” H $24  $44  $60  $72  

1/8 page 4.9” W x 3.8” H $40  $73  $100  $122  

1/4 page 4.9” W x 7.8” H $68  $123  $168  $204  

1/2 Page 10” W x 7.8” H $114  $207  $283  $343  

Full Page 10” W x 15.8” H $191  $348  $475  $576  

Printed on recycled paper 

eliotneighborhoood.org 

E 
liot Neighborhood Associa-

tion has a very diverse 

board.  It consists of men 

and women who care about our neigh-

borhood. We want to share a little bit 

about some of them this issue and we 

will share with you the bios of the rest 

of the board members in the April is-

sue. 

 Jeri Stein “Bee” has lived in Port-

land since 2001 but has been an Eliot 

resident for the 

last six 

years.  She loves 

the people who 

live in Eliot, the 

access to public 

transportation, 

downtown and 

parks but mostly 

the many newly formed friend-

ships.  During the day for the last 15 

years she has worked for Providence 

Health System in an administrative 

role.  However, she has a goal to move 

into a project coordinator role within 

the nonprofit sector in the next few 

years. Jeri joined the board to make a 

difference – be  a beating drum for 

community connection and engage-

ment, to gain non-profit board experi-

ence, and connect more deeply with 

our community building meaningful 

relationships for her family and her-

self.  She looks forward to seeing many 

of the projects brainstormed from the 

recent Eliot Conversations series come 

to fruition… Pub night anyone?  She 

also looks forward to the repainting of 

the Eliot Community Crossing and an-

ything that brings the neighborhood 

together.  In her free time she loves to 

hang out with her two little red headed 

people, hike, bike, bird watch and fos-

ter her green thumb.  She’s been on the 

board for only 4 months but already 

has become the project coordinator for 

the Eliot community crossing intersec-

tion repainting, a beautification project, 

and also was involved with the com-

munity conversation projects. She’s 

definitely a roll up your sleeves and 

jump in kind of gal!  

 

Jim Hlava, a Portland resident for 

the last 32 years, has lived in the Hol-

lywood District for 25 years. His con-

nection to the Eliot neighborhood is 

through his employment as a social 

worker with Cascadia Behavioral 

HealthCare, Inc .  Cascadia owns the 

building at 3034 NE Martin Luther 

King Jr. Blvd, 

which is the 

home of the 

Garlington 

Center, which 

is one of three 

of their outpa-

tient mental 

health and ad-

diction treat-

ment programs 

in Multnomah 

County.  He 

has worked for Cascadia for 28 years 

and currently is the VP of Hous-

ing.  Jim likes the Eliot neighborhood 

because of its rich history and has 

joined the board to stay connected with 

the neighborhood where he works.  In 

his free time Jim likes to spend time 

with his family, bicycle, walk with his 

dog, garden and read.  He has a vision 

for Eliot to have more outreach to the 

neighbors in order to get more people 

involved with activities, events and is-

sues in Eliot.  Jim has been a board 

member since 2008, is a committee 

member for the Neighborhood Out-

reach for the Eliot Conversations and is 

planning on participating in the Diversi-

ty/Equity/Inclusion committee.  

 

Allan Rudwick has lived in Eliot for 

the last 7 of  his 8 years living in Port-

land. He spends his days working for a 

tech company on the Westside and likes 

that Eliot has such easy access to the I-

405 freeway. 

Also conven-

ient are the 

Matt Dish-

man Com-

munity Cen-

ter, the new-

ly renovated 

Dawson Park 

and Irving 

Park. Allan 

joined the 

board to try 

to improve the traffic around N Van-

couver and N Cook Streets but also 

wanted to see what was going on in his 

neighborhood.  As a vision for the fu-

ture, he would love to see the empty 

lots on Emanuel Hospital’s property 

and the vacant lots along MLK get de-

veloped. Rudwick thinks it is depress-

ing walking past empty property when 

the rest of the land is so valuable. In his 

spare time he likes to play ultimate 

Frisbee and is always up for playing a 

board game.  

 

Alan Sanchez is a Portland native who 

has owned property and a business in 

Eliot since 2006.  He is a real estate 

broker in his family business.  Alan 

likes the convenience of the Eliot 

neighborhood and the diversity in our 

community.  He joined the Eliot Neigh-

borhood Association board to connect 

with more of the neighbors in and 

around Eliot.  Alan has been on the 

board for about 6 years and last year he 

was the Chair of the board.  In his free 

time he likes to spend time with fami-

ly.    

 

 Patricia Montgomery is a native 

Oregonian and has lived in Eliot for 26 

years.  Her favorite things about the 

neighborhood are the accessibility to 

the city, the diversity of the neighbor-

hood and the sense of a caring commu-

nity. Patricia is self-employed as a 

transportation provider and consultant 

so if anyone 

needs a ride 

somewhere, be 

sure to give 

her a call.  

When she’s  

not working 

she 

Get to Know Some of Your Eliot 
Neighborhood Association Board 

Continued on page 3 

mailto:angelahkremer@gmail.com
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volunteers at her church, St. Philip the 

Deacon, at NE Rodney and Knott. She 

assists with the the Saturday commu-

nity lunch program and also the youth 

group.  When she is not driving or 

working at her church Patricia loves to 

swim, play tennis and also basketball. 

St. Philip is now the meeting place for 

both the Land Use and Transportation 

Committee meetings as well as our 

Eliot Neighborhood Association meet-

ings.  One of the reasons she volun-

teers on the board is so that her church 

would have a voice in the community 

and also because she lives in the 

neighborhood and wanted to stay in-

formed and be a part of the changing 

community.    

 

Sue Stringer is fairly new to Eliot. 

She has lived in the neighborhood for 

the last 3 years but has 

lived in Portland on and 

off for 17 years.  She is 

also new to the board 

joining in January as the 

Eliot News Editor.  She 

joined the board because 

she wanted to get more 

connected with the neighborhood and 

meet new neighbors. Working on the 

newsletter, with a team of equally en-

thusiastic collaborators, she looks for-

ward to learning about the history of 

Eliot, what it now has to offer and 

share those stories with the communi-

ty at large.  Her favorite part of Eliot is 

the rich history and how it was one of 

the first eastside neighborhoods of 

Portland actually stemming from the 

city of Albina.  She also has met some  

wonderful neighbors who are also 

concerned about maintaining the char-

acter of the neighborhood.  During the 

week Susan works as a business man-

ager for a family run business selling 

rehabilitation products.  When she’s 

not working she likes to garden, read, 

cook with her daughter, hike and bike 

and go camping with her husband and 

two kids.  Susan sees the future Eliot 

as a more connected neighborhood 

with a larger number of neighbors par-

ticipating in events like the neighbor-

hood clean-up, and music events at 

Dishman Park.    

Oregon Climate Declaration - 
Signatures and Supporters 
Needed 
  
 From the 8 hour work day to the bottle 
bill, from land use planning to public ac-
cess to our beaches, Oregon has been a 
leader.  
 The Oregon Climate Declaration strives 
to make visible the more than one million 
Oregonians who are very concerned about 
climate change. Our goal is 100,000 Ore-
gonians signing on to help make Oregon a 
national model in responding to climate 
change.  
 More specifically, the declaration is 
asking state and local governments to di-
vest from fossil fuels and invest in renewa-
ble energy and energy efficiency which will 
reduce emissions while providing jobs and 
a strong, equitable economic foundation for 
the state. 
 350PDX is a local chapter of the inter-
national 350.org, a climate change organi-
zation.  To sign on to the declaration 
please visit thewebsite www.350pdx.org. 

 
Please contact Mark Darienzo 
at markdari@pacifier.com  
or 503-891-6635 if you have any questions. 

Continued from page 2 

mailto:markdari@pacifier.com
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Rich Past Shares with Future Generations 
By Sue Stringer 

Letter from the Editor “Getting to Know 
Eliot: Past, Present and Future” 

I 
t’s wonderful to learn about the 

history of our Eliot neighborhood. 

Here are three ways you can find 

out more about Eliot, its founders, its 

architecture and some of its elders.   

Eliot Oral History Project 

 The Eliot neighborhood is a unique 

and  diverse community that struggles 

to preserve its history as it feels the 

pressure of fast track development 

within its boundaries.  There are still 

many long time residents that recall 

Eliot’s history, but they are quickly 

disappearing.  Documenting their sto-

ries and passing them onto our children 

is an important step in retaining the 

neighborhood's cultural continuity. The 

EOHP has recorded 40 people telling 

their Eliot Story—stories about early 

European traditions, rich community 

bonds between African American resi-

dents, red lining, the Vanport Flood, 

and stories about the neighborhood’s 

challenges with urban renewal (and 

removal), and triumphs over poverty, 

discrimination and drugs. 

 Laurie Simpson and Arlie Somer 

are  the project creators that have, and  

will continue implementing the vision. 

Throughout the last two years the team 

partnered with a multitude of organiza-

tions and created lasting community 

connections. The project has helped 

empower and validate the community 

and reaffirm Eliot’s identity.  

Check out the transcripts and audio 

files at eliotoralhistories.com. 

The History of Albina by Roy E Roos 

©2008 ISBN: 0-966222-2-3 

 Bankers, lawyers, railroad develop-

ers and publishers set the stage for what 

was known as the city of Albina until 

the late 1880’s. In 1891 Albina, East 

Portland and Portland were consolidat-

ed into what we know today as our 

wonderful city of Portland. There is a 

rich history in our Eliot neighborhood 

and some very influential people 

helped form the east side neighborhood 

into a city with roots older than the ma-

jority of Portland neighborhoods.  The 

History of Albina is the second book by 

Roy Roos and it chronicles the history 

of Eliot and surrounding neighbor-

hoods which were originally the city of 

Albina.   In addition to cataloging most 

of the homes with some amazing pho-

tos, Roos tells us the story about  the 

key individuals who helped create Eli-

ot. Hopefully this book will help to 

stop the demolition of the century old 

homes in Eliot and maintain its charac-

ter and diversity.   

This book can be found at the local 

Multnomah County Libraries.  

 
 

 

Your Memories 

 

We know that you, our neighbors, probably have some wonderful stories 

and memories of Eliot so we ask you to share your memories with us. Please 

send your memories or stories about people, buildings or past events in Eliot 

to be published in upcoming issues of the Eliot News and on our web-

site.  You can email them to news@eliotneighborhood.org or mail them to 

Eliot News, 2529 NE 7th Avenue, Portland OR 97212.  

 

We can’t wait to share them with the rest of the neighborhood.    

Hello Eliot neighbors;  

 

 I am the new editor for the Eliot 

News.  However, I am not working 

alone.  In December a committee took 

over the newsletter from Allan 

Rudwick, the previous editor, and I’d 

like to introduce you all to them as we 

have been working diligently behind 

the scenes to bring you our first issue 

of the newsletter. The committee 

consists of me, Jere Fitterman, Becca 

Pollard, Maggie Gardener, and Nathan 

Thomas.  We are dividing up the 

responsibilities of content, advertising 

and layout.  

 Hopefully you are as excited as we 

are to start a new year and think that 

2015 will be a great one.  Our theme 

for this issue is “Getting to Know 

Eliot: Past, Present and Future” and 

we have focused on reconnecting with 

our neighbors and neighborhood as 

well as delving into some history and 

looking to what the future holds.  The 

Eliot Neighborhood Association has 

been working through the fall to find 

out what the neighbors of Eliot want 

to see as the future of the 

neighborhood through a series of 

meetings with focused discussions and 

brain storming sessions called the 

Eliot Conversations.  There is a recap 

in this issue of those conversations 

that shows where we want to be 

heading and we hope you want to get 

involved with us.  Check out the 

neighborhood association’s website 

eliotneighborhood.org often for more 

articles, updates and upcoming events. 

You can even join the email list to be 

notified when new posts are uploaded. 

 I know that my motivation to join 

the neighborhood association and 

specifically the newsletter was to get 

to know my neighborhood better and 

also to meet more of my neighbors.  I 

have been more than pleasantly 

surprised by all that is going on here in 

Eliot, and the amazingly generous, 

kind,  and  giving people I’ve met in 

the process has made all the work it 

takes to put together a newsletter seem 

minor compared to what I’ve received 

in return.  It has been exponentially 

more rewarding than I could have  

ever imagined.  I look forward to 

meeting more of you, my neighbors, 

and can’t wait to hear any feedback 

you have about our Eliot News.  We 

want this to be a give and take of 

information so anything you would 

like to share with us will be welcomed.   

 

— Sue Stringer 

 news@eliotneighborhood.org 

 

Enter our contest and your photo could appear in 

the next issue of the Eliot News! 

 

To enter email your photo of something you love 

about the Eliot Neighborhood to: 

 

News@EliotNeighborhood.org or post it on Insta-

gram with the hash tags #EliotPDX and 

#ENPhotoContest. 

YOUR PHOTO HERE 

mailto:news@eliotneighborhood.org
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“I 
t’s a work in progress,” An-

gela Kremer says of the inte-

rior paint of her home. Like 

many residents of Eliot she and her 

husband chose the location in part be-

cause of its affordability relative to 

other close-in Portland neighborhoods. 

She spotted the three bedroom Victori-

an house on the corner of Rodney and 

Hancock in 1998 when she was riding 

by on her bike. “It needed a lot of 

work, but I just fell in love with it. It 

really appealed to me to fix it up and 

make it something that people could 

enjoy from the outside.” 

 Kremer’s spirit of long-term com-

mitment to change and improvement 

extends beyond the vi-

brant walls of her home. 

While working on afford-

able housing strategies for 

the Portland Development 

Commission she devel-

oped an understanding of 

the connection between 

diversity of housing types 

and diversity of people 

and took an interest in 

how her own neighbor-

hood, one with a rich and 

complex history, was af-

fected by these issues. “I 

liked the diversity [of the 

neighborhood]” Kremer 

explains, “but I didn’t 

fully know what that 

meant and now we’ve lost a lot of it in 

terms of ethnicity.” Demolition and 

lack of affordable housing, she says, 

are major contributing factors. 

 She began attending some neigh-

borhood meetings and learned that 

some area businesses and residents 

were resistant to the idea of adding 

more affordable housing. 

 “As a mom I kind of realized I need 

to make a difference here in my own 

neighborhood, because that’s how kids 

learn. They see what you’re doing. 

They see if you’re making positive 

improvements or not. They see that 

and they can take part in that,” Kremer 

says. She decided she needed to get to 

know her neighbors better and find out 

how they could work together to bring 

about change. 

 When former Mayor Sam Adams 

proposed a nearby baseball stadium in 

2008 she began asking neighbors on the 

street how they felt about it and learned 

that traffic, parking, and trash from 

Trail Blazers games were all major con-

cerns for Eliot residents. She saw a 

need for more neighborhood involve-

ment in city plans for the Rose Quarter 

and Lloyd District and from there 

joined the Eliot Neighborhood Associa-

tion and went to City Council with a 

resolution. Kremer worked with The 

Trail Blazers, the neighboring Lloyd 

District, and the Office of Neighbor-

hood Involvement to create an agree-

ment wherein a phone line was estab-

lished for neighbors to call with com-

plaints, and the Trail Blazers provided 

funding for neighborhood beautifica-

tion, including the planting of street 

trees and decorative street painting to 

discourage littering. 

Kremer started a Beautification Com-

mittee with the Eliot Neighborhood 

Association and recruited volunteers to 

carry out these ongoing projects. “I’ve 

been able to get to know people be-

cause of problems. The problems bring 

people together,” Kremer says. 

The committee is currently working on 

getting sign caps made to help better 

establish the neighborhood’s identity. 

Since being elected chair of the Eliot 

Neighborhood Association in Novem-

ber, Kremer has identified a number of 

issues she wants to focus 

on.  Addressing the impacts of gentrifi-

cation and loss of ethnic diversity in 

the neighborhood is a major concern, 

which the organization’s Land Use and 

Transportation Committee hopes to 

address by working with the City to 

make changes to the Comprehensive 

Plan. Kremer has also made it her goal 

to make the organization more inclu-

sive and welcoming and to work to 

retain new members. Encouraging 

more young people and renters to get 

involved and realize they can have an 

impact is among her priorities. 

“We don’t pay attention to neighbor-

hoods and yet that’s the first line of 

involvement to have early planning 

impact in Oregon” Kremer explains. 

Up Close and Personal: Neighborhood Association Chair,  
Angela Kremer  
By Becca Pollard 

Want More? 

Find additional content, advertising 
rates and Eliot News archives dating 
back to 2009 on our website at http://
eliotneighborhood.org where content 
is updated every few days.   

Join our email list so you can be 
notified of new articles as they are 
posted.   

Continued on page 11 
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Active Listings bed bath sq ft price

33 N Monroe 4 2.1 3153 $549,000

Pending Listings

2428 NE Rodney 4 1 1526 $259,000

623 NE Fremont 3 2.1 2250 $294,900

318 NE Morris 2 2.1 1328 $299,900

71 NE Graham 4 4.1 2480 $449,500

Sold Listings

528 NE Tillamook 3 1 1835 $271,000

89 NE Stanton 2 1 1632 $275,000

2743 NE Rodney 3 1.1 3070 $300,000

312 NE Stanton 3 2 2752 $405,000

Envisioning Eliot’s Future 
By Mike Warwick 

“I t is difficult to predict, espe-

cially about the future.”  This 

quote is rooted in a Danish proverb 

according to the ever- reliable internet, 

although it has been attributed to a 

number of notables.  Regardless, it is 

true.  I personally subscribe to the max-

im “the more things change, the more 

they stay the same.”  One of Eliot’s 

predominantly German residents from 

the 1920s would still recognize many 

of Eliot’s homes, but would miss the 

streetcars along MLK and other streets, 

and the residential community that used 

to exist west of the gulch occupied by   

I-5.  The number of automobiles would 

be a shock as would the lack of live-

stock in rear yards.  Even indoor 

plumbing would be novel.  But, their 

Eliot would still look a lot like 

ours.  Many of the houses would be the 

same along with the streets, but the 

street names have changed over the 

years.   

In the 1970s and 1980s,  the pre-

dominance of residences was not the 

plan the City had envisioned for Eli-

ot.  Their view was residential Eliot 

would be replaced with warehouses and 

distribution centers serving the Oregon 

Convention Center, the Rose Quarter 

and inter-city truckers supplying goods 

and services via readily accessible free-

way ramps.  Enraged Eliot residents 

banded together to reverse that trend 

by challenging the City’s proposed 

Comprehensive Plan.  After three 

years of effort the plan the City adopt-

ed not only preserved Eliot’s residen-

tial zoning, it recognized it as a histor-

ic conservation district.  

Planning and zoning is poorly un-

derstood by most homeowners and 

residents.  It is typically seen as limit-

ing private property rights, which it 

does.  But contrary to what many plan-

ning opponents claim, its primary pur-

pose is to manage growth and develop-

ment so what your neighbor does 

doesn’t affect your use of your proper-

ty.  Houston Texas is the poster child 

for lax zoning.  In theory, an oil refin-

ery could locate next to a daycare; the 

resulting toxic pollution be 

damned!  Those Eliot residents 25 

years ago recognized this power and 

harnessed it to protect Eliot’s historic 

character.  Although the resulting Eliot 

Plan (included within the Albina Com-

munity Plan/Portland Comprehensive 

Plan), includes predictions of how Eliot 

might look in the future, that Plan did 

not dictate Eliot’s future appearance.  It 

could only identify where residences 

should be and separated those from 

areas zoned for commercial develop-

ment.   It mostly succeeded, although 

recent develop-

ments have high-

lighted new threats 

inherent in that 

plan.  Fortunately, 

a new Comprehen-

sive Plan is about 

to be adopted.   

Once again, Eliot 

residents working 

through the Neigh-

borhood Associa-

tion and Land Use 

Committee have 

proposed Eliot’s 

own plan for our future.  Eliot is alone 

among Portland’s 90 plus neighbor-

hoods to have submitted a plan for the 

entire neighborhood.  This proposal 

addresses the obvious flaws in the prior 

plan and requests additional protections 

for Eliot’s historic core while allowing 

innovative development along our busy 

north-south streets.  The proposal has 

earned the support of the vast majority 

of reviewers, including city planning 

staff.  It has also attracted criticism 

from the usual chorus of developers 

and other neighborhoods that would see 

Eliot sacrificed for development for 

their profit or to prevent development 

in their neighborhood.  Which of these 

views wins the day will be decided by 

City Council late this year and by the 

State of Oregon sometime next year.   

If the proposed Eliot plan survives 

intact, the future Eliot should not sur-

prise our early German or later black 

residents from the 1940s and 

50s.  Most of our existing homes 

should survive another 20 

years.  Unfortunately, our expansive 

rear yards are likely to disappear under 

new in-fill; however infill  that is more 

in scale than most recent infill con-

struction.  Our streets will become 

more congested with parked vehicles, 

in part because the currently sleepy 

commercial strips along MLK and Wil-

liams will attract visitors citywide and 

be active until late at night.  And, with 

luck, we may see a new streetcar on 

MLK so Eliot residents once again 

won’t have to rely on our personal ve-

hicles for transportation.  I can’t predict 

what Eliot might look like, but I think it 

will still feel like Eliot. 

 

Read  the Eliot Neighborhood Plan, 

referenced in this article, which is  

posted on Portland’s Bureau of Plan-

ning and Sustainability website at:  

 

https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/

article/92132 

  

 

 

 T 
he Portland Comprehensive 

Plan is a long range 20 year 

plan for land use and infra-

structure in the city.  The plan is cur-

rently undergoing an update as mandat-

ed by the state of Oregon.  Last fall, the 

deadline was extended for input so you 

still have time to submit written com-

ment on the plan until March 13th 

2015.  The easiest way to comment is 

using the Map App. (http://

www.portlandmaps.com/bps/

cpmapp2/) 

 For Eliot Neighborhood specifically, 

the Land Use and Transportation Com-

mittee along with the Portland Bureau 

of Planning have proposed adjusting the 

residential zoning slightly by “down   

zoning”  to help protect our historic     

housing inventory.   It also proposes 

changing some of our non-residential to 

mixed use and a few modifications to 

high density zoning. 

 For more information see the comp 

plan related articles that have been post-

ed on our site, or visit the 

city’s Comprehensive Plan up-

date page.  Also, don’t forget to visit 

the Map App to leave your comments! 

Comprehensive Plan  
Comment Period Extended 
By Clint Lundmark 

Comprehensive Plan map app: http://www.portlandmaps.com/bps/cpmapp2/ 

http://eliotneighborhood.org/author/clundmark/
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Eliot Eateries 
Breakfast/Coffee/Cafés     

Bridges Café  2716 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 288-4169 

Eliot E-Mat Café  2808 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 280-8889 

Goldrush Coffee Bar  2601 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 331-5955 

Tiny’s Café  2031 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 467-4199 

TwentySix Café 2723 NE 7th  (503) 284-6033  

Bars/Taverns    

820 820 N Russell  (503) 284-5518 

Bill Ray’s Dive  2210 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 287-7254 

Broder Nord 2240 N Interstate  (503) 282-5555 

Bunk Bar  128 NE Russell  (503) 327-8234 

Reverend Nat's Taproom 1813 NE 2nd (503) 567-2221 

Secret Society 116 NE Russell  (503) 493-3600 

Sloan’s Tavern  36 N Russell  (503) 287-2262 

Tavin’s Pub 102 NE Russell  (503) 719-4890 

Waypost  3120 N Williams  (503) 367-3182 

White Eagle Saloon 836 N Russell  (503) 282-6810 

Widmer Gasthaus 929 N Rusell (503) 281-3333 

WineUp On Williams  3037 N Williams  (503) 616-1918 

Groceries    

Cathay Market 2858 N Williams  (503) 288-0330 

Chuck’s Market, J&S Grocery 2415 N Williams  (503) 281-6269 

New Seasons Market  3445 N Williams  (503) 528-2888 

Knott St Grocery 2709 N 7th  (503) 284-7490 

Super Market 2322 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 281-0844 

Lunch/Dinner    

Mint  816 N Russell  (503) 284-5518 

OX  2225 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 284-3366 

Pizza A Go Go 3240 N Williams  (503) 335-0300 

Popeye’s  3120 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 281-8455 

The People’s Pig 3217 N Williams (503) 347-2357  

Queen of Sheba 2413 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 287-6302 

Russell St Bar-B-Que 325 NE Russell  (503) 528-8224 

Slice Pizzeria 2719 NE 7th Ave (503) 287-3645 

Sparky’s Pizza  2434 NE MLK Jr.  (503) 282-3000  

Toro Bravo  120 NE Russell  (503) 281-4464 

By Allan Rudwick 

April 9th A-WOL Dance Collective will open the doors of its new perfor-
mance space in Eliot for its original spring production of “Closed Doors.” 
 
How do you act in public? Do you act the same when the curtains are 
drawn at home? What are you afraid to reveal? What are you keeping se-
cret? 
 
In this new, original aerial dance production, A-WOL invites you to go 
where you’re not always allowed: behind closed doors. Through dance and 
aerial expression, A-WOL will expose audiences to a unique portrayal of 
those things that happen when we think we are safe behind our walls. 
From obsessive rituals to embarrassing feelings to surreal behaviors, A-
WOL’s collective Pandora’s Box is about to be opened for all to see…. 

 
Peek into a woman’s obses-
sion with love, a female’s 
gossip gathering, the love-
hate relationship between 
roommates, and one’s per-
sonal grappling with OCD. 
 
As always, audiences can 
expect inventive apparatus-
es, awe-inspiring choreogra-
phy, and a trip inside the 
inner psyche that may leave 
you thinking more about 
what is hidden behind your 
closed doors…. 
 
Come see why A-WOL has 
grabbed the attention of 
OPB's "Oregon Art Beat," 

Travel Portland, and thousands of arts enthusiasts! 
 
“Closed Doors” will run April 9-12. A-WOL’s Warehouse Theater is located 
at 513 NE Schuyler St.  
Tickets can be purchased online at http://www.awoldance.org  
or by phone at 503-351-5182.  
 
For more information see our Events Calendar. 

V 
acant Land in Eliot has 

been one of my biggest 

annoyances since moving 

here in 2008.  I realize many of you 

have lived here longer than I have and 

some of you have even gotten permis-

sion to use the vacant land that you 

experience around you every 

day.  However some of the bigger 

pieces really leave holes in the urban 

fabric that surrounds us.  Some of the 

vacant land is used for parking, but at 

its worst some of our land is used for 

nothing at all.  The places strongest in 

my mind are the three empty lots on 

MLK between NE Cook Street and 

NE Fremont – 2 big pieces on the east 

side and a smaller one on the 

west.  Next I think of the two-and- a 

half large blocks on the southeast cor-

ner of Legacy Emanuel’s property that 

have been sitting vacant since the 

1970s, occasionally used for parking 

but mostly for empty space.  A pair of 

soccer fields sitting there would get 

tons of use by the people I know, but 

sparing that, a few buildings that real-

ly anchor the Russell and Williams 

Avenue commercial corridors together 

would make a huge impact.   

 

The block west of Vancouver on Rus-

sell could use a makeover as 

well.  Next I think to the vast parking 

lots around Broadway Toyota and the 

smaller scattered ones throughout 

southern Eliot.  What if all of this land 

were used for people to enjoy instead 

of just storing cars for future 

sale?  Perhaps one day the citizens of 

Eliot will reach out to the owners of 

this land and encourage them to put 

their assets to use.  Maybe there is a 

vacant lot that you would like to see 

something happen to.  You can find the 

details of who owns the lot, its zoning, 

and much more at 

www.portlandmaps.com 

 

 

The land use committee meets the 

2nd Monday of the month at 6:30pm at 

St Philip the Deacon Church.  See eli-

otneighborhood.org for meeting agen-

das, minutes, and details.   

 

Allan can be reached at arud-

wick@gmail.com  

Letter from the Land Use Chair 
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Eliot Repaints the Street this Spring 
By Jeri  Stein “Bee” 

T 
his spring, Eliot neighbors 

will once again gather to 

refresh the landmark 

intersection painting 

“Eliot Community Crossing” is at 

the corner of NE Rodney Avenue and 

NE Tillamook Street  It will be an 

experience you will not want miss, 

filled with painting, eating, music, and 

fun for the whole family.   Join us and 

invite your friends and family to share 

in this memorable and unique Portland 

experience.   

This is a great opportunity for 

young and old to help create a beautiful 

community project. Lunch will be 

provided and also there will be live 

acoustic music from local musicians. 

Bring your instrument to play along! 

Why paint the street? 

  
 The intention of the Eliot 

Community Crossing is twofold. First, 

serving to encourage and create an 

opportunity to deepen neighborly 

relationships in our quickly densifying 

neighborhood.  Second, it naturally 

elicits a sense of pride and identify for 

all that pass through while speaking to 

Eliot’s urban model for integrating art, 

enhancing neighborhood values and 

improving the quality of life in the 

neighborhood.  

  

What does the image represent? 

 

The floral center design represents 

the growth, friendship and beauty in 

our community. In the southern 

quadrant of the painting, musical notes 

remind us of our neighborhood’s 

vibrant jazz culture. The western and 

eastern quadrants depict the gears of 

the bicycles that flow through this 

intersection which is the convergence 

of two greenways.  Finally, the 

northern quadrant represents the 

community gardens that have sprung 

up along our streets, as well as those 

we cultivate in our own yards. 

SAVE THESE DATES: 

 

The weekends of Saturday, May 

23rd to Sunday, May 24th and 

Saturday, May 30th to Sunday, May 

31st have been identified as the 

potential dates for the re-paint block 

party.The official identified date once 

solidified will be listed on the Eliot 

Neighborhood website: http://

eliotneighborhood.org/Rain dates 

Saturday, June 6th and Sunday, June 

7th. 

How can you help? 

This fun event requires much in the 

way of volunteer hands, supplies and 

equipment to make it a success: 

 

-Canvassing leads to knock on 

doors, acquire signatures, and 

distribute event information 

 

-Painting leads throughout the 

weekend 

 

-DJ/MC and Musicians to spin and/

or perform 

 

-Setup, paint and logistics 

volunteers 

 

-Volunteers to help with kids 

directed activities 

 

-Large yogurt containers and tofu 

tubs (start saving them now) 

 

-Old tarps 

 

-Large pieces of cardboard 

 

-Large folding tables 

 

-Use of trash and recycle bins 

 

-And much more! 

 

It takes months of planning and the 

involvement of the many within our 

Eliot village to make this fun event a 

success.  We look forward to sharing in 

the rich experience bringing back to 

life this community space! 

 

For more information, or if you are 

interested in working with us, please 

contact Jeri at: 

 

Email: EliotPainting@gmail.com 

Text: (503)522-9136 

Facebook Group: Eliot 

Neighborhood – Intersection Painting: 

 

“Eliot Community Crossing” Intersection painting at NE Rodney and Tillamook 

 

Want more?  
 

Meet people from all over the country 

who are participating in similar events 

throughout Portland neighborhoods 

via the Village Building Convergence:  

 

http://vbc.cityrepair.org/ 
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Albina Neighborhood Tree Team Counts on Trees 

 E 
liot and Boise neighbor-

hoods were among the 12 

neighborhoods where Port-

land's Urban Forestry Dept organized 

citizen teams to inventory during the 

spring and summer of 2014. 17 neigh-

borhoods and 70,000 trees have been 

inventoried since the project began in 

2010. 

 Eliot volunteers helped to conduct 

our street tree inventory during the 

summer of 2014. Urban Forestry staff 

provided training, tools and event or-

ganization. Information collected in-

cluded tree species, size, health, site 

conditions, and available planting spac-

es. Data was analyzed by Urban Forest-

ry staff, and findings were presented to 

neighborhood stakeholders at an annual 

Tree Summit on November 22, 2014. 

 At the summit, Eliot and Boise 

neighbors formed a working tree group, 

ANTT, Albina Neighborhood Tree 

Team, which set achievable strategies 

to improve existing trees, expand tree 

canopy, and connect the neighborhood 

with city and nonprofit resources. They 

began developing a Tree Plan based on 

the inventory's current status and health 

of Eliot street trees and developing rec-

ommendations for specific neighbor-

hood actions to improve canopy. 

 Two pruning workshops were 

scheduled. Eliot had the first pruning 

workshop on January 10, 2015. Boise 

pruning workshop is planned later in 

the summer around June 20. Arborists 

say spring budding out season is not a 

good time to prune. Street trees less 

than 3 inches will be considered for 

pruning. Trees are tagged, giving resi-

dents the opportunity to choose to par-

ticipate and have their trees pruned for 

free. The Eliot event resulted in about 

100 trees pruned to encourage benefi-

cial growth. The benefits include con-

siderations for sidewalk and street 

traffic as well as shade and long 

term health of the tree. 

 Walking around your neighbor-

hood, do you see spaces to plant a 

tree, street trees in need of mainte-

nance, and neighbors who are con-

cerned about their trees but don't 

know where to begin? Join or con-

tact your neighborhood Tree Team. 

Also, look for Albina Neighborhood 

Tree Team on Facebook.  

 Urban Forestry is helping Port-

landers take action to improve their 

community's street trees, one neigh-

borhood at a time. Join them at the 

Albina Tree Team Pruning Work-

Tree Pruning Workshop  

Inventory  

Findings: 
 
Eliot’s street tree population 

consists of 2,793 trees of 76 

types. 

 

Diversity in species and 

functional type is a concern; 

2 families Sapindaceae and 

Rosaceae, compose 49% of 

all families and 1 genus 

Acer, makes up 30% of Eli-

ot’s street tree population. 

Broadleaf deciduous trees 

account for 95% of all street 

trees. 

 

Medium size trees between 

6.1” and 18” diameter at 

breast height have thrived 

through establishment to 

make up nearly 50% of Eli-

ot’s street tree population. 

Arborist care should be en-

listed to maximize tree ben-

efits as they gain maturity. 

 

Thirty-six percent of trees 

are young at less than 6” 

diameter at breast height 

and will benefit from tree 

maintenance activities to 

promote a healthy popula-

tion for the future. 

By Jere Fitterman 

April Arbor Day activities at Boise Eliot/Humboldt Elementary 

School: 
 

ANTT is planning classroom activities with students at Boise Eliot/Humboldt 

Elementary School to introduce concepts of ecology and the bigger canopy pic-

ture which the Tree Inventory data support. ANTT wants to encourage kids to 

plant evergreens. They want to show kids how to find and report neighborhood 

right of way spaces where trees can be planted. They want to have a contest, 

sponsor donation, and tie geography into the school activities by using the Tree 

Inventory Map. 

shop at Unthank Park on June 20, 

2015.  

 

For more information: 

contact Elizabeth Specht at Portland 

Parks & Recreation Urban Forestry at 

(503) 260-5876 or  

elizabeth.specht@portlandoregon.gov 

Some of the participants on the tree inventory team 

The tree inventory in action 
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 I 
n October 2014 Eliot Neighbor-

hood Association reached out to 

everyone living or working in 

the neighborhood for three Community 

Conversations around the past, present 

and future of Eliot neighborhood. For 

the first Conversation on October 8th 

an array of photos, maps, and open 

ended questions were set up at the St 

Philip the Deacon Church on 120 NE 

Knott St. Folks had a great time meet-

ing neighbors, chatting and discussing 

the neighborhood. 

 Our United Villages (OUV) helped 

facilitate discussions. OUV, a nonprofit 

organization, is independently funded 

by the ReBuilding Cen-

ter.  OUV believes that every commu-

nity, no matter how it is defined, has 

tremendous capacity for enriching the 

day-to-day lives of everyone within 

it.  OUV inspires people to value and 

discover existing resources to strength-

en the social and environmental vitality 

of communities. You can find out more 

about OUV and their programs at 

ourunitedvillages.org. 

 The second round of Community 

Conversation on October 22, 2014 gen-

erated much enthusiasm for action. 

Folks wanted to become involved to 

improve their community. Com-

ments  gathered from the first Conver-

sation were categorized and presented 

as table topic discussions, intending to 

deepen the  Conversation. Groups had 

one of four topics: Pride and Identity; 

Safety; Social Engagement; and Re-

Development.  They were given all the 

comments from the previous conversa-

tion gathering. Their ideas and wishes 

were further prioritized by the folks 

who attended the 3rd Community Con-

versation on November 5, 2014. Priori-

ties for action, strengths and concerns 

follow in the chart. 

 From these conversations the Board 

concluded that folks want leadership to 

facilitate their involvement, acknowl-

edging and respecting diversity. They 

want clean safe neighborhoods. They 

are concerned about the direction and 

control of redevelopment, and desire 

consciousness of affordable housing. 

Folks want to have ways to become 

involved, have social events and to stay 

Priority issues and metrics from 3rd ENA Community Conversation 
*(#) are the number of comments 

 

Neighborhood strengths and Community Leadership *(32): 

• Residents are willing to help (10) 

• Strong functioning NA (6) 

• Cultural diversity (race, income, historical) (17) 

 

Clean neighborhood *(28):  

• Volunteer groups for cleanup days, patrol, maintain (14) 

• Yard sale along with ENA Annual Cleanup (7) 

• Don't litter/Pick up your trash campaign (10) 

 

Land Use and Redevelopment *(27): 

• Use empty lots for higher quality development (14) 

• What is the job of Land Use Committee? (4) 

• Development west of freeway (1) 

• Community input around development (8) 

 

Community enriching events and programs *(26): 

• History Pub night (reference science night Meetup) (9) 

• Events: intersection painting, music/theater, farmer's market or festivals, pop-up 

workshops (10) 

• Programs: Project grow or green spaces, skill sharing, Eliot soccer team (7) 

 

Affordability *(23): 

• Mixed income/affordable housing development (14) 

• Land trust or community help sustain/increase home ownership (9) 

 

Historic homes: save them *(17) 

Neighborhood Identity, Landmarks, public spaces *(15):  

• sign caps (6) 

• Dawson Park & Dishman (4) 

• Library micro branch, Fred Meyer or Safeway (5) 

 

Welcoming-Hospitality *(15): 

• Include apartment rental occupants to feel a part of the neighborhood (8) 

• Good neighbor behavior (7) 

 

Safety *(14): 

• Increase crosswalks and instant flashers (7) 

• Control speed (7) 

 

Business development *(13): 

• Increase businesses on MLK to attract pedestrians for a community feel (10) 

• Help diverse business owner start-ups and jobs for locals (3) 

 

Communications: Newspaper/Internet *(12) 

• Newspaper interviews of longtime resident families (7) 

• More digital presence: calendar on website, Facebook page, social networking 

(5) 

Parking concerns *(10) 

 

Beautification* (6): 

• Sustain/increase healthy trees (3) 

• Beautify Rodney (3) 

“Community Conversations” of Oct-Nov '14  

“Folks want to have ways to become involved, 

have social events and to stay informed.” 

By Jere Fitteman 

Eliot Community Conversation meeting  at St Philip the Deacon Church, fall of 2014  

informed. 

 

Actions Planned by the ENA Board 

 

The ENA Board has spent the months 

since these Conversations digesting the 

input and, with the election of new 

members in October, organizing them-

selves and setting priorities for 2015. 

For the February meeting the ENA 

Board invited folks who indicated at 

the Conversations that they wanted to 

be contacted for action. ENA Board 

member are intending to chair action 

groups around the following goals: 

 

*May Clean up and regular Saturday 

Clean up committee 

 

*History Pub Night Social Engagement 

committee 

 

*Beauty and Identity Sign Caps and  

Parking Group 

 

*Tree Committee and Tree Planting 

 

*July Concerts committee with Emanu-

el 

 

*The standing Land Use and Transpor-

tation/Redevelopment committee with 

ongoing meetings the 2nd Monday of 

each month at St. Philip the Deacon 

Church 
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Larrabee and Albina Then  
and Now 

T 
his building on the corner of 

Larrabee (Interstate) and Albina 

was originally built as a hotel in 

the late 1890’s or early 1900’s.  The 

building looks like it was a triangle, 

however it was actually shaped like a 

“V”.  At the top of the building, over 

the corner entrance, are the words “The 

Albina”.  It appears there is additional 

text above in the shadows, but it is un-

readable – or perhaps it is ornamenta-

tion.  In 1929, The Albina was home to 

the “Ideal Cafeteria” and the “Baxter 

Apartments”.  

 By 1945 there were a few 

changes to the building.  The 

name of the building was 

removed, the corner entrance 

was gone, and the primary 

businesses were “Hotel 

Medley” and the “Medley 

Cafe”.  Due to the depres-

sion, in 1931 William D Al-

len and his wife Lillian 

Medley closed their hotel for 

African American guests in 

Northwest Portland and re-

opened it here naming it af-

ter Lillian.  During World 

T 
hese twin houses on the corner 

of Union and Knott were built 

in 1900.  By 1929 Union had 

already become a busy street and the 

houses had started the transition from 

residential to commercial.  “Dr Muck 

Dentist” occupied the second floor of 

the house on the corner.  Over the 

course of his dental career Dr Earl C 

Muck had his office in different near-

by locations on Union.  

 Believe it or not, all three houses 

By Clint Lundmark 

The Albina Building, Larrabee and Albina, 1927. Portland Archives A2009-009.2471.  

Hotel Medley 1945. Portland Archives A2005-001.318 

Interstate and Albina 2015  

Union (MLK) and Knott Then 
and Now 
By Clint Lundmark 

pictured in the 1929 photo are still 

standing today.   It appears the houses 

may have been lowered at some point, 

or the grade of MLK and Knott raised. 

MLK has also since been widened so 

the street and sidewalk are a lot clos-

er.  The twin houses are now connect-

ed by a street level storefront probably 

built in the 30’s or early 40’s with a 

great cafe on the corner.  The third 

house to the far left is still residential.  

War II it was owned by Stephen 

Wright and provided hard-to-find 

lodging for African Americans work-

ing for the war effort. 

The building to the right is the Gotham 

Building which is still standing.  To 

the left you can see a few houses. 

The wonderful building was demol-

ished and is now just an empty lot.  At 

times it has served as parking, or a 

Christmas tree stand around the holi-

days.  

Get involved with YOUR  
neighborhood! 
 There are numerous ways to get involved in the Eliot neighborhood.  As more 

neighbors become active in the neighborhood association we can plan more events 

so there will be something for everyone.   

 

1. Attend a neighborhood association meeting and share your thoughts on the 3rd 

Monday of each month from 6:30-8:00pm at St Philip the Deacon Church, 120 

NE Knott Street (and maybe join a committee?) 

2. Check out the website to stay informed by reading articles, meeting minutes 

and staying up to date on upcoming events and volunteer opportunities 

3. Check out our Facebook page—Eliot Neighborhood 

4. Follow us on Twitter—Eliotneighborhd 

5. Join Nextdoor.com to see what’s happening with your neighbors, sell or buy 

furniture, find a babysitter, and much more 

6. Meet your neighbors—say hi to someone you’ve never met before, you might 

be surprised how many wonderful people live in Eliot and they all have inter-

esting stories to share 

7. Go to a concert at Dawson Park this summer—our neighborhood association is 

a sponsor of these events. 

 

 So what are you waiting for?  We can’t wait to meet you! 

Originally posted on the Eliot Neighborhood Association website 
Originally posted on the Eliot Neighborhood Association website 

Union (MLK) and Knott 1929 

MLK and Knott 2015 

 There are many ways to be a part 

of improving Eliot while learning 

more about the neighborhood and get-

ting to know your neighbors, even for 

those who don’t have time to attend 

meetings regularly, for example, Kre-

mer points out, volunteering to help 

paint a street intersection or working 

with a neighborhood business to build 

decorative trash receptacles using 

grant money from the Northeast Coali-

tion of Neighborhoods. In addition to 

the Neighborhood Association, there 

are many other organizations in Eliot 

that are in need of volunteers or do-

nors, such as Boise-Eliot/Humboldt 

School, Terwilliger School, Volunteers 

of America, Friends of Children, Dish-

man Community Center, and the col-

lective gardens. 

“There’s a sense of investment in each 

other and that’s what makes an extraor-

dinary group,” Kremer says. 

Up Close and Personal,  continued from page 4 
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T wo representatives from the steer-

ing committee of Demand Rede-

sign, Susan Stringer and Montse Shep-

herd, presented a statement to city 

council on Wednesday, January 28th 

regarding the development by Dan 

Neal of Paradigm Properties at NE 7th 

Avenue and NE Russell Street.  Mayor 

Hales and all four commissioners were 

present and were very attentive to the 

issues, concerns and recommendations 

they presented.  They addressed the 

potential impact on street parking, dan-

gerous congestion at the entrance and 

exit to the parking garage, traffic speed 

issues South of Knott Street and the 

lack of a visible crosswalk at Brazee 

Street.  They  also requested that the 

city ask the developer to reduce the 

height of the building to 45 feet which 

is the maximum allowed  per the pro-

posed Portland Comprehensive Plan’s 

down zoning of the lot to  R1 medium 

density .  Without any action from the 

city council the neighborhood is facing 

a 6 story 62 unit apartment building 

which is grossly out of scale and char-

acter with the rest of the neighbor-

hood.   

 They are awaiting a response from 

the Mayor’s office but in the meantime 

we urge residents to email or call the 

city council members and express their 

concerns.  Also, the comment period 

for the Portland Comprehensive Plan 

has been extended to March 13th so if 

anyone has not commented on the  

anyone has not commented on the zon-

ing for that lot (2603 NE 7th Ave), 

please take a moment to do so.  De-

mand Redesign thanks the community 

for its ongoing support and future up-

dates can be found on their website 

www.demandredesign.org. 

Portland Comprehensive Plan map app 

for comments -  www.portlandmaps.com/

bps/cpmapp2/ 

Charlie Hales -     

 mayorcharliehales@portlandoregon.gov    

503-823-4120 

Amanda Fritz - 

 amanda@portlandoregon.gov    

503-823-3008              

Nick Fish -            

nick@portlandoregon.gov      

503-823-3589 

Dan Saltzman -     

dan@portlandoregon.gov        

503-823-4151 

Steve Novick -    

novick@portlandoregon.gov   

503-823-4682 

Demand Redesign: Update on the  
Development at NE 7th Ave and NE Russell St 
By Sue Stringer  T he new One North develop-

ment has a community court-

yard. Help make it a neighborhood 

space. Submit your ideas for quotes! 

 One North is a neighborhood devel-

opment on Fremont between Williams 

and Vancouver with a courtyard nestled 

between three office buildings. The 

design plan includes laser-cut quotes in 

weathered steel bands located through-

out the courtyard. What should they 

say? Your input is welcomed! 

 Send a short quote, phrase, or anec-

dote to onenorthpdx@gmail.com. Sub-

missions can be about what the charac-

ter and history of the Boise-Eliot neigh-

borhood means to you, what inspires 

you or just what you love about this 

place. Please be sure to include your 

name and the author. 

You can also drop your ideas in person 

at one of our suggestion boxes located 

at the New Seasons grocery across the 

street from the site (at Williams & 

Fremont), the Urban League on Wil-

liams Avenue, or the ReBuilding Cen-

ter on N Mississippi Avenue           

 Once the submissions are collected, 

the One North team will select entries 

that reflect the intent and values of the 

project. 

 

 

To find out more about One North visit 

onenorthpdx.com.  

Quotes Needed for One North Courtyard Installa-

ELIOT EVENTS CALENDAR 
Sun March 1 
7pm Classical Revolution PDX at Waypost 
7pm Rob Johnston New Solutions at White Eagle 
Tues March 3 
7pm ¡Repartay! at Waypost 
8pm Caribou at Wonder Ballroom 
8pm Big Feelings The Dirty Looks Egg Plant at White Eagle 
Wed March 4 
8pm GreyDogz at White Eagle 
Thu March 5 
6pm JUMPTOWN! WITH BABY & THE PEARL BLOWERS, THE HOT CLUB TIME MACHINE at Secret 
Society 
8pm Windus Mount Joy Mouth Feels at White Eagle 
Fri March 6 
6pm PINK LADY & JOHN BENNETT JAZZ BAND at Secret Society 
8:30 CEDAR TEETH DEDRIC CLARK AND THE SOCIAL ANIMALS at Secret Society 
9pm Garcia Birthday Band at White Eagle 
Sat March 7 
6pm THE LIBERTINE BELLES at Secret Society 
8pm The Infamous, The Stringdusters and Keller Williams at Wonder Ballroom 
8:30pm The CRY!, Wild Bells, The Zags THE CRY! WILD BELLS THE ZAGS at Secret Society 
9pm Pete RG The Cabin Project at White Eagle 
Sun March 8 
7pm Rob Johnston Walking Stalking Robots at White Eagle 
Mon March 9 
6:30pm Land Use Committee Meeting at St Philip the Deacon Church 
8pm Broods at Wonder Ballroom 
Tues March 10 
8pm Silver Sink & Swim Heartwood at White Eagle 
Fri March13 
6pm PETE KREBS AND HIS PORTLAND PLAYBOYS at Secret Society 
8:30 REDRAY FRAZIER CONDITION WHITE THE GET AHEAD at Secret Society 
Sat March 14 
6pm JACOB MILLER AND THE BRIDGE CITY CROONERS at Secret Society 
8pm Common Kings at Wonder Ballroom 
8:30pm MOD Club PDX featuring RAF, The Cool Whips, DJ Hippie Joe MOD CLUB PDX FEATURING 
RAF, THE COOL WHIPS, DJ HIPPIE JOE at Secret Society 
Sun March 15  
7pm Muse:forward's "Emerging Music Salon at Waypost 
Mon March 16 
6:30pm Eliot Neighborhood Association Meeting St. Philip the Deacon 
Tues March 17 
8pm Bayside at Wonder Ballroom 
8pm White Eagle Blues Jam, hosted by Travers Kiley at White Eagle 
Wed March 18 
8pm Reverb Brothers at White Eagle 
Fri March 20 
6pm THE SPORTIN' LIFERS at Secret Society 
8pm Echosmith at Wonder Ballroom 
Sat March 21 
6pm EVERYTHING'S JAKE at Secret Society 
8pm Gaslight Anthem at Wonder Ballroom 
8:30 LA RIVERA BIG E AND THE STOMP LOWLIGHT at Secret Society 

Sun March 22 
7pm GRIDLORDS Movie Club at Waypost 
7pm Rob Johnston Doc Brown Experience at White Eagle 
Tues March 24 
8pm Perils Trash Island at White Eagle 
Wed March 25 
8pm Dan and Shay at Wonder Ballroom 
8pm Heavy Gone Acoustic Monica Nelson and The Highgates at White Eagle 
Thu March 26 
8pm Of Montreal at Wonder Ballroom 
Sun March 29 
7pm Rob Johnston at White Eagle 
Thu April 2 
9pm Polecat Lil' Smokies at White Eagle 
Sat April 4 
8:30pm MATTHEW ZELTZER BLIND WILLIES HEARTS OF OAK at Secret Society 
Sun April 5 
7pm Classical Revolution PDX 
8pm Andrew Jackson Jihad at Wonder Ballroom 
Wed April 8 
8pm George Ezra at Wonder Ballroom 
Thu April 9 
8pm A-WOL Dance Collective presents "Closed Doors" 
Fri April 10 
8pm A-WOL Dance Collective presents "Closed Doors" 
Sat April 11 
5pm A-WOL Dance Collective presents "Closed Doors" 
8pm A-WOL Dance Collective presents "Closed Doors" 
Sun April 12 
4pm A-WOL Dance Collective presents "CLOSED DOORS" 
Mon April 13 
6:30pm Land Use and Transportation Committee Meeting St Philip the Deacon Church 
Thu April 16 
5pm Meet Your Makers” Special Beer Release at the White Eagle at White Eagle 
Sat April 18 
8pm Blue October at Wonder Ballroom 
Sun April 19 
8pm Dead Milkmen at Wonder Ballroom 
Mon April 20 
6:30pm Eliot Neighborhood Association Meeting St. Philip the Deacon 
Thu April 23 
8pm Clean Bandit at Wonder Ballroom 
Tue April 28 
5pm Benefit for Blueprint Arts Friends and Family Night at White Eagle 
Recurring Weekly Events 
Wednesdays 
2pm North Portland Community Market at Emanuel Hospital Campus 
8pm KNOW & TELL TRIVIA 
Thursdays 
7pm Live Jazz Jam Session at WineUpon Williams 
9pm Quizzy at Billy Ray's Dive 
Fridays 
8pm Live Music at WineUp on Wiliams 
Saturdays 
8pm Live Music at WineUp on Wiliams 


