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Flurry of Development Changing Eliot 
By Allan Rudwick 

D 
uring the great reces-

sion of 2008, many 

construction projects 

nationwide halted. New project 

proposals slowed to a rate that 

has not been seen in recent 

memory. Property values fell na-

tionwide, but some interesting 

trends were associated with those 

changes. More Americans are 

starting to value walkable, close-

in neighborhoods, like Eliot, over 

more car-dependent areas. And 

these preferences are not just 

with their hearts but also with 

their dollars. This was a trend 

that has been going on in Port-

land for quite a while, but it is 

having some real results on the 

ground in Eliot in the ‘10s.  

Over the past twenty years, 

Eliot has become an area where 

people like myself are buying 

property and moving in to enjoy a 

high quality of life. Recently, we 

have hit a tipping point, and de-

velopers are noticing that the de-

mand for close-in housing is ex-

ceeding the supply. Plans are sur-

facing to create more housing 

units. With our great walk- and 

bike-ability, easy access to transit 

and the freeway network, Eliot 

and inner Northeast Portland are 

prime targets for new buildings.  

The MLK corridor has recent-

ly seen the first construction dur-

ing my five years of living in Eli-

ot with two five-story buildings 

going up on opposite sides of the 

boulevard from each other, along 

with two smaller, two-story 

apartment buildings on the west 

side. Another proposal for an 11-

unit micro-apartment building at 

436 N.E. Ivy Street has recently 

surfaced. 

The Williams corridor has 

seen even more proposals and 

construction. With New Seasons 

just opening, a number of other 

developers are ready to spring 

into action with proposals for five 

4-8 story buildings on the adja-

cent blocks. Some of the build-

ings are being proposed between 

Vancouver and Williams, giving 

a buffer to neighboring proper-

ties. The two big proposals in Eli-

ot include underground parking: 

the Bakery block site at  115 N. 

Cook and the Backbridge Lofts at 

2 NE Fremont street.  

The Backbridge Lofts pro-

posal garnered the most attention 

in recent months with a zone 

change hearing that was at City 

Council being a point of conten-

tion. The developer, Ben Kaiser, 

has come to the Eliot Land Use 

Committee a number of times 

regarding this property over the 

past five years. This time, he ap-

pears much closer to constructing 

a building on the property. 

Armed with a condition-laden 

zone change to RX, he can build 

a building up to 85 feet high on 

the northwest portion of the site 

and is working with a Floor Area 

Ratio of 4.3 to 1 so he could 

build a 4-story building on the 

entire site or build a taller one a 

piece of the property. 

A large group of nearby neigh-

bors and Eliot Land Use mem-

bers is working with Ben to cre-

ate a project that will be profita-

ble for him while fitting in nicely 

with the neighborhood and not 

impeding too much on the nearby 

houses.  

To stay informed on incoming 

development, attend a Land Use 

meeting. Allan Rudwick has 

stepped down from the Chair po-

sition on the Eliot Board but is 

continuing to edit the Eliot News. 

news@eliotneighborhood.org ● 

Some of the recent and proposed development in and around Eliot. 

D 
id you know that the 

Portland Firefighter's 

Association is organ-

izing a fundraiser for neighbors 

affected by the August 8 five-

alarm fire on Martin Luther King, 

Jr. Boulevard? The fire reduced 

to rubble a 46-unit apartment 

building that was under construc-

tion, rendering uninhabitable 

some of the adjacent residential 

buildings in the process. Several 

of the tenants displaced by the 

fire do not have the financial 

means to rent a second apart-

ment; some have found them-

selves with nowhere to sleep but 

the couches of friends. 

The Portland Firefighter's As-

sociation has generously offered 

to use its resources and volunteer 

power to raise funds for those 

affected by the fire. Their goal is 

to provide 6 months of transition-

al housing to each person who 

was displaced. The Association 

will accept donations and oversee 

their distribution directly to hous-

ing providers.  

Oregon Senator Chip Shields 

has already made a generous per-

sonal donation to the fund, and 

you can, too. All donations go 

directly to helping your neighbors 

right here in Eliot, and they are 

fully tax deductible.  

In additional to taking cash 

donations, the Firefighter's Asso-

ciation plans to hold a fundraiser 

to benefit those displaced by the 

fire. Date and time are to-be-

determined, but rumor has it that 

Eat Oyster Bar or a similar local 

restaurant will be donating 10-

20% of its receipts on September 

18 or thereabouts. Please check 

with the Portland Firefighter's 

Association at http://iaff43.org/. 

For more information, please 

contact Alan Fershweiler at 

aferschweiler@iaff43.org, or 503

-774-4302 ● 

Firefighters Raise Money 
for Displaced Residents 
By Nancy Zimmermann Chung 

Eliot Neighborhood Association  
Fall General Membership Meeting 

 

October 8th 2012 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM 
Emanuel Hospital, Medical Office Building  

West Conference Room, 501 N. Graham St Portland OR 
 

Eliot Neighbors, please join us for the Eliot Neighborhood Associa-
tion Fall General Membership Meeting. Find out about what’s new 
in the neighborhood and how you can be involved. All positions on 
Eliot’s board are open and up for election. If you represent a busi-
ness or live in the neighborhood, you can be elected to the board.  

 

For the complete agenda see http://eliotneighborhood.org/  
or email chair@eliotneighborhood.org 
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Eliot Neighborhood Association 
The Eliot Neighborhood Association is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organiza-
tion whose members are the residents and business owners of the 
Eliot Neighborhood. Its purpose is to inform Eliot residents about 
issues affecting the neighborhood through meetings, newsletters 
and other activities. Members of the neighborhood association must 
be over 14 years old and live, own property, have a business, or 
represent a nonprofit within the neighborhood. The Eliot Neighbor-
hood Association was founded in 1969. It is recognized by the City 
of Portland, is a member of the Northeast Coalition of Neighbor-
hoods, Inc., and its members represent Eliot on other committees. 
 

Eliot Board 
 Allan Rudwick - Acting Newsletter Editor 

chair@eliotneighborhood.org (503) 703-3910 
 Angela Kremer – Acting Chair 

angelahkremer@gmail.com (503) 284-9136 
 Kristen Yates - Recorder 

kyates@voaor.org (503) 802-0299  
 Nancy Zimmermann – Treasurer  

treasurer@eliotneighborhood.org (503) 758-4856  
 Alan Sanchez – alanrsanchez@gmail.com (503) 288-4489 
 Jim Hlava – jim@cascadiabhc.org (509) 998-3406 
 Joan Ivan – ivan0117@comcast.net (503) 265-5868 
 Johnny Engleheart-Noel – johnengleheart@gmail.com  

(503) 875-1213 
 Kayla Mullis – kaylalenay@gmail.com  
 Pamela Weatherspoon - paweathe@lhs.org (503) 413-4630 
 Pauline Bradford – 503.287.7138 (fax) (503) 281-6635 
 Clint Lundmark – clintlundmark@gmail.com (503) 552-8678 
 Annie Rudwick – anniestemwedel@gmail.com (503) 460-3078 
 Patricia Montgomery – needachange@comcast.net (503)758-1263  
 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 
 Mike Warwick – LUTC Chair 

mike.warwick@pnl.gov (503) 284-7010  
 Allan Rudwick - LUTC Vice Chair arudwick@gmail.com  
 Laurie Simpson – laurie@mosiarch.com (503) 280-1005 
 Clint Lundmark – clintlundmark@gmail.com (503) 552-8678 
 Jason Franklin – jasonwfranklin@gmail.com 
 

Eliot Monthly Meetings 
If you live or work in Eliot, you are welcome and encouraged to 

attend the monthly meetings of the Eliot Neighborhood Association, 

which are held the second Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at 

Emanuel Hospital. It’s a great opportunity to meet your neighbors, 

stay informed about what’s going on in Eliot, help build a stronger 

community, and have input into decisions that may affect you.  
 

All meetings at Legacy Emanuel Hospital on Mondays 

Board Meeting   - September 9 - MOB West 

Land Use Committee - September 16 - Room 1035 

General Membership Meeting - October 14 - MOB West 

Land Use Committee - October 21 - Room 1035 

Board Meeting - Officer elections - November 11 - MOB West 

Land Use Committee - November 18 - Room 1035 

Board Meeting - social - December 9 - MOB West 

Land Use Committee - December 16 - Room 1035 

For agendas and more information, see eliotneighborhood.org 
 

Directions: MOB West Conference room is across the driveway 

from the Atrium of the Emanuel Medical Office Building at 501 N. 

Graham St. To get to the numbered rooms listed, enter at Stanton and 

Gantenbein and turn left past the security desk. Go up the half flight 

of stairs and turn right.  
 

Eliot News 

Eliot News is published four times a year by the Eliot 

Neighborhood Association. It is delivered or mailed free of charge to 

every address in the neighborhood. It does not have a ISBN. 
 

 Editor: Allan Rudwick - news@eliotneighborhood.org  

 Advertising & Layout: Allan Rudwick - (503) 703-3910 

 Delivery: Susan Bailey - baileywick97212@msn.com 

(503) 284-7010  
 

Rights to articles are retained by the author. Opinions of the 

authors do not necessarily reflect the official positions of the Eliot 

Neighborhood Association. 

www.eliotneighborhood.org 
Printed on recycled paper. 

Category Size  1x 2x 3x 4x 

1/16 Page 4.9” W x 1.8” H $24 $44 $60 $72 

1/8 page 4.9” W x 3.8” H $40 $73 $100 $122 

1/4 page 4.9” W x 7.8” H $68 $123 $168 $204 

1/2 Page 10” W x 7.8” H $114 $207 $283 $343 

Full Page 10” W x 15.8” H $191 $348 $475 $576 

ELIOT NEWS AD RATES 
 

The Eliot News has a per issue circulation of about 3,000 and is hand deliv-

ered or mailed to nearly 100% of the homes and businesses in the Eliot neigh-

borhood. The Eliot News is an 11” x 17” black and white tabloid newspaper 

published four times a year in January, April, July and October. 

 
 

Ad deadlines are December 1, March 1, June 1, and September 1.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ad rates and sizes effective January 1st 2012 

Contact Allan Rudwick at news@eliotneighborhood.org or (503) 703-3910 

Now Open– Pasta Allegro 
By Clint Lundmark 

A 
 few weeks ago while 

running an errand to 

Hankins Hardware, 

my wife and I noticed a new res-

taurant had opened on the corner 

of Fremont and MLK. Technical-

ly, that particular corner is just 

outside of the Eliot Neighbor-

hood, but it is close enough to 

visit. 

Pasta Allegro specializes in, 

well, pasta but that’s not to say 

there is not more on the menu. 

For example, on a recent return 

trip, they had a Tuscan Burger 

special, and their regular menu 

includes panini, wood fired pizza, 

and calzone as well. What makes 

Pasta Allegro a bit unique is that 

you can design your own pasta 

dish. Pick your pasta, pick your 

sauce, and then pick your 

“protein,” vegetables, and cheese. 

In the end, it’s your masterpiece 

with your favorite ingredients. 

The first time there, I selected 

a pappardelle pasta off the spe-

cials menu that included capers. 

It was good. The second time, I 

ordered my own calzone creation 

with peperoni, Italian sausage, 

pepperoncini, and Sicilian green 

olives. To keep it healthy I had a 

whole-wheat crust. It was also, 

well, darn good, The next time I 

go I will be a bit more creative 

for no other reason than I can. 

Pasta Allegro is located 

at 3500 NE MLK Blvd. There’s 

public parking a block north if 

you’re not on foot or pedal. 

Check out their brunch on Sun-

days. As of this printing, Pasta 

Allegro was temporarily closed 

and will be reopening soon.  

Clint Lundmark is a Board 

Member and former Editor of the 

Eliot news. You can reach him at 

clintlundmark@gmail.com ● 

Pasta Allegro at MLK and Fremont 

Useful  
Links 

chair@eliotneighborhood.org          www.eliotneighborhood.org 

http://pasta-allegro.com/
http://pasta-allegro.com/
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=3500+NE+Martin+Luther+King+Jr+Blvd,+Portland,+OR&hl=en&sll=44.145447,-120.583402&sspn=5.392441,9.788818&oq=3500+NE&t=m&hnear=3500+NE+Martin+Luther+King+Jr+Blvd,+Portland,+Multnomah,+Oregon+97212&z=16
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Fire in Eliot 
By Jackie Sandquist 

I 
 froze as I looked at the 

building ablaze across the 

street. The crackling noise 

woke us up and the strange or-

ange glow coming from the front 

of the house got us out of bed. 

Questions blazed through my 

head: Is that building really on 

fire? How can this be? What do 

we do? I felt its raging heat from 

a half block away as I frantically 

shut the windows that faced the 

five-storey wall of flames. Right 

out there on NE Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Boulevard, one of the 

biggest of the four new apartment 

complexes was burning to the 

ground at four fifteen on a Thurs-

day morning. 

The commanding steel girders 

were my first clue to the enormity 

of the new Monroe Street Apart-

ments under construction. Watch-

ing the muscular frame reach 

higher and higher reminded me 

of how our neighborhood was 

changing. The EkoHaus Apart-

ments were the first of the new 

buildings on our stretch of MLK 

between Morris and Fremont 

Streets. License plates from 

Maine, Florida and Utah ap-

peared on our street. Predictably, 

the cars from these new style eco-

apartments crowded the once 

open streets. The days of easy 

parking were over. And as much 

as I didn’t want to like these peo-

ple taking all the street parking in 

our cozy community, I eventually 

came to enjoy getting to know the 

newcomers. I shared the story of 

how Bill Wainwright, the land 

owner of the empty lot on Morris 

Street, let us put in a community 

garden in exchange for maintain-

ing the property. I listened to 

their stories of what drew them to 

our city. The newcomers and I 

talked about our tree lined streets, 

eco-roofs, and solar panels in this 

rainy and quirky city.  

The Monroe Apartments 

blocked my view of the very fea-

tures that drew people to our city. 

I loved to watch the eco-roof of 

the Friends of Tree’s office 

change over the seasons. I no-

ticed it along the treeline when I 

first moved into the neighbor-

hood eight years ago. Eco-roofs 

were still novel then and I loved 

watching sparrows and finches 

pick at the bugs on the grassy 

roof. The Friends of Trees motto 

is Growing Healthy Communi-

ties. Their roof felt so natural, so 

right, such a part of a healthy and 

growing community. This new 

apartment complex blocked my 

view of the eco-roof, my symbol 

of rightness in this neighborhood. 

Ambivalent as I was about the 

five story, not-enough-parking-

places-for-the-number-of-units- 

Monroe Apartment complex, 

waking up and seeing it engulfed 

in orange, angry flames stunned 

me. Fire, the universal symbol of 

destruction, anger and passion, 

threw me into action. By 4:20 

a.m. a wall of fire had consumed 

the east section of the building 

and flames burst out of every 

window toward the roof. The 

building was burning to death. 

We sprung into crisis mode. We 

called 911, heard a policeman 

yell “Prepare to evacuate!”, and 

wrestled our two terrified cats 

into carrier cases. Were we 

ready? I grabbed the garden hose 

and spent the next two hours 

frantically spraying down the 

stairs, porch, deck, trees, roof, 

and gutters as the burning embers 

from the imploded building 

rained down on us, leaving 

scorched indentations on the 

wood. It smelled of firecrackers 

and wet earth. Within a few hours 

over the twisted, blackened rub-

ble, I could once again see the 

Friends of Trees eco-roof.  

The morning of August 8 was 

horrifying, but tragedy frequently 

unites us. Even though I didn’t 

love the building, I was sickened 

by its demise and the destruction 

of the two houses beside it. I have 

mixed emotions about the tempo-

rary loss of the Monroe Apart-

ments. Our neighborhood is 

changing. Houses will be re-

paired and most likely the Mon-

roe Apartments will be rebuilt 

with the same plan. This fire 

forces us to come to terms with 

change, as old views are blocked 

and then reopened in a brutal and 

unexpected way. It forces us to 

look at where we put our energy 

when we don’t like something. 

And maybe this fire is also asking 

us what we can do to Grow A 

Healthy Community. 

Jackie Sandquist can be 

reached at jackieni-

ge@comcast.net ● 

Neighbors Clean up Vacant Lot at Morris St and Martin Luther King, 
Junior Blvd. January 2010. All photos by Jackie Sandquist 

Vacant Lot cleaned up in preparation for the garden. Notice the 
house on Monroe street.  It was dubbed a “nuisance” after this photo 

was taken January 2010 

Community Garden after “nuisance” house removed. January 2012 
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Observing the MLK-Monroe Fire 
By Clint Lundmark 

A 
s the fire broke out on 

Monroe and 

MLK early Thursday 

morning, much of the neighbor-

hood became aware. It may have 

been the heat, the flames, the si-

rens, the smoke, or a knock on 

the door. Very few didn’t know 

about it.  

This is my experience that 

morning. It is nothing like those 

who lost their homes, but I 

thought I would share anyway. 

Around 4:20, the sound of fire 

trucks racing up MLK, their 

lights flashing, along with, oddly 

enough, the sound of utility 

trucks backing up, woke us up. 

My wife looked out east over 

MLK and saw just the fire trucks. 

Not much to report. Then she 

looked north over the neighbor-

hood, and there it was. I am cer-

tain there was an expletive and 

rightly so. Flames were shooting 

up high in the sky over the tree 

tops and houses. Embers filled 

the sky. It looked like an erupting 

volcano. It instantly reminded me 

of the Morning Star Church 

fire back in 2007. 

Like so many others, we got 

dressed and went to see what was 

happening. Lights were coming 

on all over the street as people 

woke up. Looking up and down 

MLK, fire trucks lined the boule-

vard for six, seven, maybe eight 

or more blocks. Firefighters were 

dragging a hose from a hydrant 

near the Nike store. That seemed 

like a long way away. We decid-

ed to walk up Rodney instead. 

At Morris, people were gath-

ered. We stopped and watched 

for a bit and talked to some 

neighbors. We learned it was the 

new “Yellow” apartment building 

on the corner of Monroe and 

MLK. Water was falling from the 

sky like a light mist. While walk-

ing, I heard crunches and thought 

dried leaves or similar. Turned 

out it was embers from the fire – 

not burning but noticeable none-

theless. 

Many more people were gath-

ered at the corner of Monroe and 

Rodney, some who had been 

evacuated from their homes. It 

was easy to see the truck ladders 

high in the air shooting water 

from above. It was also easy to 

see just how enormous the fire 

was. Soon a rush of water in the 

street reached the corner and 

doused the shoes of a reporter 

interviewing a neighbor. Looking 

back I think that neighbor was 

probably among the few seriously 

impacted. 

A short walk up Monroe and it 

was obvious at least one house 

was going to be lost. It turns out 

it had been converted to a duplex. 

A firefighter walked up to the 

door of the second house in from 

the burning building. A neighbor 

ran to tell him that his family was 

out, and the door was unlocked; 

then we were all asked to move 

back to the corner. 

After talking with neighbors, 

watching the firefighting and 

watching reporters scramble for 

an exclusive, it was time to return 

home. All the local TV station’s 

early morning news or morning 

shows were covering the 

BREAKING NEWS. What really 

struck home was a shot over the 

city from a downtown camera 

that showed just how high the 

flames were out in the distance. 

Then, presumably, when the 

building collapsed, they shot up 

twice as high for several seconds. 

While walking to work along 

7th Avenue several hours later, 

there was time to reflect on the 

morning’s events. It’s great to see 

neighbors supporting each other 

in a time of crisis, but at the same 

time, it is sad that often a time of 

crisis is the only time we see our 

neighbors. As I was noticing em-

bers as far south as 7th and Han-

cock; I was sad that yet another 

historic structure – if not 2 – were 

lost. Is it fair to note a house was 

already destroyed when the de-

velopment started? I thought of 

all the time, energy, and money 

spent and lost. I thought of our 

new neighbors who, after only a 

few weeks, or even days, now 

start the search for a home all 

over again and have to do so hav-

ing lost so much. 

Clint Lundmark is a Board 

Member and former Editor of the 

Eliot news. You can reach him at 

clintlundmark@gmail.com ● 

Flames engulfing building at MLK and Monroe. August 2013 

Adopt A Neighbor 
REACH Resident Services is 

seeking Eliot residents who are 

able to adopt a neighbor for the 

holidays. Families living with 

low income are often left out of 

gift-giving, receiving and even 

necessities such as food. Albina 

Corner Apartments (409 NE 

San Rafael) is home to over 20 

children living below median 

income and our current econo-

my has local service agencies 

unable to meet the increased 

demand. This is where you can 

make a difference in your own 

neighborhood. To start receiv-

ing Adopt-A-Neighbor updates 

or for more information about 

REACH Resident Services, con-

tact Erica Tucker, MSW- Resi-

dent Services Coordinator 

at (503)546-1662  

etucker@reachcdc.org Neighbors Gathering in the Morris Street 
Community Garden. June 2013 

http://eliotneighborhood.org/2013/08/08/fire-destroys-buildings/
http://eliotneighborhood.org/2013/08/08/fire-destroys-buildings/
http://eliotneighborhood.org/2013/08/08/fire-destroys-buildings/
http://eliotneighborhood.org/2007/02/06/eliot-loses-historic-church/
http://eliotneighborhood.org/2007/02/06/eliot-loses-historic-church/
tel:%28503%29546-1662
mailto:etucker@reachcdc.org
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Community Preparedness 
By Tim Cook 

T 
he recent 5 alarm fire 

in our neighborhood 

reminds us of the 

importance of community and 

working together to improve 

emergency preparedness. Many 

who had to evacuate homes 

during the fire felt a sense of 

vulnerability, which sparked new 

discussions about individual 

resilience. 

During the fire, we saw the 

community come together to help 

neighbors. The concern for each 

other was visible, from neighbors 

hosing off each other’s homes to 

prevent embers from starting new 

fires, to people opening their 

homes for evacuees to stay.  

While the fire was completely 

unexpected, there are other likely 

catastrophes that we can prepare 

for ahead of time.  

In the case of the fire, the fire 

department was able to get to us 

in a reasonable time period. In an 

event like a major earthquake, 

streets will need to be cleared of 

debris first before trucks and 

assistance will be able to reach 

us. The fire department will be 

overwhelmed and maybe not 

visible on each street that needs 

help for days or weeks. 

What is one of the most 

effective steps we can take to 

prepare for an earthquake? 

In a recent press release, City 

Council Commissioner Steve 

Novick has encouraged all 

Portland citizens to ensure their 

homes are bolted to the 

foundation. 

Like a tree, a wood home can 

withstand an incredible amount 

of flex and return to neutral if it’s 

well rooted. Most pre 1976 

homes are not attached to their 

foundations. 

In 1960, during the largest 

earthquake ever recorded, the city 

of Valdivia, Chile lost 

approximately 40% of its 

commercial and residential real 

estate. The housing stock from 

this town looks eerily like NE 

Portland’s turn of the century 

wood framed homes. Many of the 

homes would have fared much 

better if they were anchored to 

the ballast that the foundation 

provides. A famous photo from 

the disaster looks like it could 

have been taken from Rodney St. 

in Boise-Eliot. 

 As Portlanders improve the 

strength of our homes, we reduce 

the reliance on city services 

during a catastrophic mega 

quake, in addition to improving 

recovery time of the economy.  

Tim Cook lives in Eliot and 

works for Earthquake Tech. You 

can reach him at 

tim@earthquaketech.com ● 

A street in Valdivia Chile after the large earthquake May 22nd 1960  

 

Breakfast/Coffee/Cafés 

Bridges Café 

2716 NE MLK Jr. (503) 288-4169 

Eliot E-Mat Café 

2808 NE MLK Jr. (503) 280-8889 

Goldrush Coffee Bar 

2601 NE MLK Jr. (503) 331-5955 

Tiny’s Café 

2031 NE MLK Jr. (503) 467-4199 

TwentySix Café 

2723 NE 7th (503) 284-6033  

Bars/Taverns 

820 

820 N Russell (503) 284-5518 

Bill Ray’s Dive 2210 NE MLK Jr.  

Gotham Tavern 

2240 N Interstate (503) 517-9911 

McMenamin’s White Eagle Café & Saloon 

836 N Russell (503) 282-6810 

Secret Society 

116 NE Russell (503) 493-3600  

Sloan’s Tavern 

36 N Russell (503) 287-2262 

Tavin’s Pub 

102 NE Russell (503) 719-4890 

Widmer Gasthaus Pub 

929 N Russell (503) 281-3333 

Lunch/Dinner 

Chuck’s Market, J&S Grocery 

2415 N Williams (503) 281-6269 

Pepper Box 2737 NE MLK Jr. 

Mint 816 N Russell (503) 284-5518 

OX 2225 NE MLK Jr. (503) 284-3366 

Pizza A Go Go 

3240 N Williams (503) 335-0300 

Popeye’s Famous Fried Chicken 

3120 NE MLK Jr. (503) 281-8455 

Queen of Sheba 

2413 NE MLK Jr. (503) 287-6302 

Russell Street Bar-B-Que 

325 NE Russell (503) 528-8224 

Sparky’s Pizza 2434 NE MLK Jr. (503) 282-3000  

Toro Bravo 120 NE Russell (503) 281-4464 

Tropicana Bar Be Cue 3217 N Williams(503) 281-8696    

Trigger 128 NE Russell (503) 493-0371 

Waypost 3120 N Williams (503) 367-3182 

Eliot Eateries 

There is a “Wheel Need” for Volun-

teer Drivers! 

  

Join hundreds of volunteers who are 

offering life-sustaining and life-

enhancing transportation services to 

older adults and those with disabilities 

throughout the tri-county area by using 

their own wheels (and vehicles)! The 

needs are huge and the rewards are even 

greater! For more information call Ride 

Connection at 503.528.1738 or go to 

the Ride Connection Network at: 

iwanttodrive.org. To request a ride 

please call 503.226.0700. 
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Active Listings bed bath sq ft price

2428 NE Rodney Ave 4 1 1526 $260,000

526 NE Stanton 3 1.1 2016 $419,900

2926 NE Rodney Ave 3 2 2016 $385,000

126 NE Graham 3 2 2456 $415,000

Pending Listings bed bath sq ft price

601 NE Russell 2 2.1 1302 $265,000

53 NE Cook 3 2 1718 $299,900

77 NE Hancock 4 1 2194 $305,000

89 NE Graham 3 1.2 2196 $364,000

120 NE Graham 3 2.1 2013 $384,900

Sold Listings bed bath sq ft price

320 NE Stanton 3 2 2022 $299,000

16 NE Stanton 3 2.1 1641 $318,000

500 NE Brazee 2 2.1 1748 $374,500

2762 NE Rodney 3 2.1 1665 $384,900

75 NE Graham 4 4.1 2572 $385,000

40 NE Ivy 5 4 2494 $390,000

617 NE Morris 4 2 2561 $475,000

Lee Perlman, left, with his journal for furiously taking down notes.  
Pictured with Mike Warwick 

L 
ee Perlman’s death is a 

personal loss as well as 

a blow to Eliot. I have 

known Lee as a friend and 

activist for around three decades, 

primarily through our mutual 

advocacy for Eliot’s preservation 

both as a residential community 

and historic asset and as a 

reminder of the legacy of 

Portland’s origins and the role of 

its black and immigrant 

communities. I joke that Lee’s 

commitment to historic Eliot was 

so extreme that his house retained 

the original paint and probably 

shingles. Although home 

maintenance was not a high 

priority for Lee, he was always 

willing to volunteer his time 

helping his neighbors and 

unreserved in his contributions to 

the Eliot Neighborhood.  

My initial meeting with Lee 

was at the old Renewable Urban 

Neighborhood Technology 

(RUNT) house. I learned about 

Remembering Lee 
By Mike Warwick RUNT from an early Whole 

Earth Catalogue (a reference 

likely to be lost on younger 

readers). RUNT was a fledgling 

effort at both “urban pioneering” 

and what is now called 

sustainability, especially with 

respect to use of energy and 

water. At that time, “urban 

pioneers” were individuals, 

primarily white, who were 

willing to move into 

impoverished, crime ridden areas 

to invest time and money in their 

rehabilitation. Urban pioneering 

was as much focused on 

community organizing as housing 

rehabilitation. That may be a 

useful distinction between it and 

“gentrification,” which is 

typically a more selfish activity.  

Lee came by his role as a 

community organizer and 

neighborhood activist as an 

extension of his family’s 

enterprise. I was unaware of this 

part of Lee’s background until 

the past few years when I 

revealed some of my own 

background as a leftist activist. It 

turns out Lee’s family includes 

lawyers who represented many 

noted activists in their travails 

with government and corporate 

opponents of social justice and 

civil society. Lee’s activism was 

rooted in his role as a journalist, 

rather than a lawyer. In my view, 

and I think Lee’s, he resembled 

I.F. Stone more than current 

journalists who like to make 

news stories about themselves. 

Like Stone, Lee was a voracious 

reader and news gatherer, which 

allowed him to do in-depth 

research for his articles. His 

preferred topic was the struggle 

for the soul of Portland’s poorer 

neighborhoods against non-

resident developers and City 

policy makers.  

As a journalist, Lee had the 

luxury to attend the numerous 

City meetings where planning 

and development is discussed and 

neighborhood meetings where 

development proposals are 

pitched. That gave him 

invaluable insights into trends 

that he was then able to translate 

into warnings for Eliot and other 

“at risk” neighborhoods. Through 

him, Eliot was much better 

prepared to anticipate proposals 

and policies that would devalue 

Eliot’s character and/or the role 

the Association could play to 

steer City policies and non-

resident developer plans. His 

Eliot Loses one of the 
Greats 

V 
ery sad news last 

month as Lee Perl-

man was found dead 

on Friday, August 9 at his home 

on Brazee Street by Portland Po-

lice. He died of a self-inflicted 

gunshot wound. 

As the news passed through 

the neighborhood, there was an 

outpouring of sadness and sup-

port as neighbors shared memo-

ries of Lee at the Eliot Ice Cream 

Social in Dawson Park last 

month. A memorial service will 

be held Sunday, September 15 at 

Legacy Emanuel Lorenzen Cen-

ter, at 2801 N. Gantenbein. 

A facebook page has been set 

up at https://www.facebook.com/

LeePerlmanMemorial  

Lee is survived by his mother, 

age 99, and his brother.  

A few years ago Lee was in-

terviewed through the Eliot Oral 

History Project with Mike War-

wick. You can listen online at 

www.eliotoralhistories.com/

storiesperlmanwarwick.html 

I will always remember Lee’s 

deep history with and love for the 

Eliot neighborhood, his great sto-

rytelling ability, and his hard-

working personality. Lee had 

been involved with the Eliot 

Neighborhood Association for 

over 25 years and attended neigh-

borhood meetings all over north-

east Portland. 

Lee, you will be missed. 
 

Christine Charneski has been 

in touch with Lee’s family and 

can be reached at chchdober-

man@gmail.com and 503-287-

5428 ● 

By Allan Rudwick 

contributions to the Albina 

Community and Eliot 

Neighborhood Plans and the 

Emanuel Institution Management 

Plans was critical to at least 

slowing efforts in the 1970s and 

1980s to raze Eliot housing for 

further expansion of the Emanuel 

campus and to accommodate 

warehouses to support the 

Convention Center. Lee was 

relentless in reminding City 

policy makers as well as 

development interests that Eliot 

has been much abused by their 

prior ill-fated plans and 

development efforts. It was a rare 

public meeting in which Lee did 

not draw a link between City 

sanctioned displacement of poor 

and minority residents and 

businesses for a legacy of vacant 

blocks and underused public 

facilities in Eliot, a legacy that is 

responsible for the 

impoverishment of Portland’s 

black community to this day.  

Sadly, Lee was well aware 

constant vigilance was necessary 

to restrain the tides of politics and 

commerce that continue to batter 

his beloved Eliot. He was a 

reliable bulwark that will be 

sorely missed as that battle 

continues. I will have Lee’s 

memory in my heart as I soldier 

on with this battle and am 

confident others will, as well. 

Mike Warwick is the Chair of 

the Eliot Land Use Committee. 

mike.warwick@pnnl.gov ● 

https://www.facebook.com/LeePerlmanMemorial
https://www.facebook.com/LeePerlmanMemorial
https://plus.google.com/u/0/103461477349755041702?prsrc=4
tel:503-287-5428
tel:503-287-5428
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Randall Children’s Hospital 
at Legacy Emanuel hosts 
Healthy Kids’ Street Fair 
By Maegan Vidal 

R 
andall Children’s 

Hospital at Legacy 

Emanuel encourages 

kids to be active, play safe and 

stay healthy throughout the year. 

This summer, Randall Children’s 

Hospital is hosting its second 

annual free, fun and interactive 

Healthy Kids’ Street Fair on 

Saturday, September 21 from 10 

a.m. to 2 p.m. on North 

Gantenbein Avenue, in front of 

Randall Children’s Hospital on 

the Legacy Emanuel Medical 

Center campus.  

The Healthy Kids’ Street Fair 

takes place right in front of 

Randall Children’s Hospital. The 

entire street on North Gantenbein 

will be shared with our kids and 

families. Community 

organizations bring the real fun to 

the fair with school yard games, 

hoola hoopers, firefighters, 

karaoke singers, and crafters, 

along with many others. 

We know that safety is an 

important part of any summer 

activity, including bike riding and 

even skateboarding. Discounted 

helmets and fitting from Trauma 

Nurses Talk Tough for toddlers 

to adults along with fittings are 

available for just $6 for bike and 

multisport helmets and $20 for 

snowboarding helmets.  

Kids will get to tour the KIDS 

Team ambulance and a Portland 

Fire & Rescue fire truck and 

Portland Police Bureau police 

car. 

This year is the 15th 

anniversary of National Car 

Safety Seat Check Week. Experts 

will be recycling old car seats, 

checking current car safety seats, 

and teaching parents how to 

install car safety seats correctly.  

Low-cost safety seats will be 

available to qualifying families in 

need, generously funded by the 

Oregon Department of 

Transportation Safety Division.  

Nurses will be educating 

families about immunizations, 

checking children’s 

immunization records to make 

sure their immunizations are up 

to date, and letting parents know 

the immunizations their children 

may need according to their ages.  

The Healthy Kids’ Street Fair 

will give families a day filled 

with fun and opportunities to 

learn about nutrition, health, and 

safety. 

Maegan Vidal works for 

Public Relations at Randall 

Children’s Hospital ● 

A girl gets fitted for a bike helmet at the Healthy Kids’ Street Fair  

Healthy Kids’ Street Fair 
Saturday, September 21 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
Randall Children’s Hospital: 2801 N. Gantenbein Avenue, Portland 
For more information visit: http://www.legacyhealth.org/familyfun 


