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T 
he Eliot Oral History 

Project has concluded 

their spring interview 

series.  The project, sponsored by 

the Nor thea st  C oa l i t ion  o f 

Neighborhoods and the Eliot 

Neighborhood Associa t ion, 

brought elders together with stu-

dents from Boise Eliot‟s middle 

school class to record stories 

about the Eliot Neighborhood.   

Students were asked to reflect 

on the experience.  Here is what 

they said:    

 “I have learned a lot about 

people who have been here for a 

long time and places and so much 

more.  The people I interviewed 

really helped me learn about the 

Eliot neighborhood and its his-

tory.  It was nice talking to these 

people and learning about their 

lives and learning about Portland.  

Some conversations were happy, 

but some made me kind of sad 

and mad.”  Michael Hinago about 

his interview with Kent Ford & 

Percy Hampton and Lafayette 

Keaton. 

 “I expected the oral history 

project to be boring because it 

was about history. But actually it 

was very exciting to listen and 

learn how my community was 30 

years plus back.  I learned a lot 

about Portland‟s black history and 

how it changed.  It was cool how 

many of our interviewee‟s lives 

were all kind of connected to each 

other in many different ways.  It 

was fascinating interviewing Joe 

Nunn because he had a lot of 

good stories.  I remember that he 

said he was helping out at his 

school and the teacher told Joe 

Eliot Oral History Project By Laurie Simpson 

not to pay attention to this one kid 

and how he was surprised that the 

teacher would do that. From there 

on he wanted to be a teacher even 

though he would have never 

thought to be a teacher.” Anthony 

Brown about his interview with 

Joe Nunn. 

 “I enjoyed my interview. This 

project teaches a lot about how 

much you can learn from the past.  

I remember my interview to be 

very revealing.  I  had never 

known so much about Portland.  

So many things happened that no 

one ever talks about.  The person 

I interviewed had to deal with 

neighbors dancing on their porch 

and calling her the „N-word‟.  I 

couldn‟t even fathom how that 

must have been. Sonja Brooks 

was very kind and had much to 

tell.  I remember Sonja to be a 

sweet woman with a pretty voice.  

I thought the elders would be 

mean or crotchety. But Sonja was 

very smart and nice.  She thought 

I was older and since I was Goth I 

was surprised that she didn‟t scru-

tinize me.”  Raven Elder about 

her interview with Sonja Brooks. 

 “This project has helped me 

understand more about the Eliot 

Neighborhood.  I‟m grateful for 

all the people who took their time 

to come and share their lives with 

us.  It was a great opportunity!  I 

know more about the history of 

African Americans in Portland.  

During the interviews, I was so 

surprised how many stories these 

people had and how much they 

care about this community.  The 

best thing I did on this project is 

probably listen, also I learned to 

be grateful.  During the interview 

with Leslie Unthank I thought she 

was very nice and I felt a little 

comfort talking to her.  Her smile 

lit up the room!  Her father was 

one of the first black doctors and 

her stories of being in his office 

were good.”  Faith Lao about her 

interview with Leslie Unthank.   

 “This felt like watching a T.V. 

history special on OPB, but per-

sonal.  Percy had very interesting 

stories, but Kent had more details.  

The good thing was they helped 

each other out and gave each 

other details to other things.” 

Serena Shattuck about her inter-

view with Kent Ford and Percy 

Hampton. 

The series concluded with an 

interview of O.B. Hill conducted 

in front of the entire class.   

Eliot resident interviews will 

continue throughout the summer 

at Project Grow.  If you would 

like to hear the interviews or learn 

more about the project and people 

that were interviewed, please look 

for the web site in a few weeks, it 

wi l l  be  l ink ed to  the E l io t 

Neighborhood Association‟s web 

site.   

If you know someone who has 

stories to share about the Eliot 

neighborhood, and would like to 

be interviewed, contact Laurie 

Simpson at 503-367-8057 or lau-

rie@mosiarch.com 

Thank you for sharing your 

stories Eliot! ● 

Boise Eliot student Anthony Brown during an interview 

Michael, Lafayette  and Faith 

Joe and Anthony 

Raven and Sonja Serena, Leslie and Faith 

Kent and Percy 

O.B Hill 
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Eliot Neighborhood Association 
The Eliot Neighborhood Association is a nonprofit corporation whose 
members are the residents and business owners of the Eliot 
Neighborhood. Its purpose is to inform Eliot residents about issues 
affecting the neighborhood through meetings, newsletters and 
other activities. Members of the neighborhood association must be 
over 14 years old and live, own property, have a business, or repre-
sent a nonprofit within the neighborhood. The Eliot Neighborhood 
Association was founded in 1969. It is recognized by the City of 
Portland, is a member of the Northeast Coalition of Neighborhoods, 
Inc., and has representatives on several other groups and commit-
tees. 
 
 

Eliot Board 
Board Officers 

Clint Lundmark – Board Chair; LUC –  
clintlundmark@gmail.com – 503.552.8678 
Julie Woelfer – Board Vice Chair; juliewol2@hotmail.com 
503.799.6006  
Alex Johnson – Board Recorder – alexmontjohn@gmail.com 
Tamille Lundmark – Board Treasurer –  
tamillelundmark@gmail.com –503.552.8678 

 
Board Directors 

Angela Kremer – Board Member - angelahkremer@gmail.com 
Chris Yeargers – Board Co-Member – cyeargers@yahoo.com 
Marie D’Hulst – Board Co-Member – dhulstml@yahoo.com – 
503.284.4392 
Jim Hlava – Board Member – jim@cascadiabhc.org 
Joan Ivan – Board Member – ivan0117@comcast.net 
Kirsten Jenkins – Board Member; LUC –  
kirstenjenkins@hotmail.com –503.515.6633 
Laurie Simpson – Board Co-Member; LUC –  
laurie@mosiarch.com – 503.280.1005 
Steve Simpson – Board Co-Member 
Pamela Weathersppon - Board Member - paweathe@lhs.org  
Pauline Bradford – Board Member; LUC – 503.287.7138 (fax) 

 
Other 

Mike Warwick – LUC Chair – mike.warwick@pnl.gov 
 

LUC - Land Use Committee 
 
 

Eliot Monthly Meetings 
If you live or work in Eliot, you are welcome and encouraged to at-
tend the monthly meetings of the Eliot Neighborhood Association, 
which are held the second Monday of each month at 7 pm at 
Emanuel Hospital. It’s a great opportunity to meet your neighbors, 
stay informed about what’s going on in Eliot, help build a stronger 
community, and have input into decisions that may affect you. Also 
consider joining a committee or becoming a board member (we 
have vacancies). Emanuel Hospital, Medical Office Building, West 
Conference Room, 501 N. Graham St. 
 

 

Eliot News is published four times a year by the Eliot Neighbor-

hood Association. It is delivered or mailed free of charge to every 
address in the neighborhood. It does not have a ISBN. 

 
Editor: Clint Lundmark - clintlundmark@gmail.com -  
503.552.8678 
Layout:  Clint Lundmark 
Advertising: Clint Lundmark 
Delivery: Susan Bailey - baileywick97212@msn.com 

 
Rights to articles are retained by the author. Opinions of the au-
thors do not necessarily reflect the official positions of the Eliot 
Neighborhood Association. 

www.eliotneighborhood.org 
info@eliotneighborhood.org 

Category Size (H x W) 1x 2x 3x 4x 

1/16 Page 1.8” x 4.9” $25 $42 $63 $84 

1/8 page 3.8” x 4.9” $37 $62 $97 $122 

1/4 page 7.8” x 4.9” $58 $108 $154 $194 

1/2 Page 7.8” X 10” $105 $195 $277 $349 

Full Page 15.8” x 10” $188 $353 $502 $632 

ELIOT NEWS AD RATES 
 

Eliot News has a per issue circulation of 3,000 and is hand delivered or 

mailed to nearly 100% of the homes and businesses in the Eliot neighborhood.  
 
Eliot News is an 8 page 11” x 17” black and white tabloid newspaper 

published four times a year in January, April, July and October. 
 

Ad deadlines are December 10, March 10, June 10, and September 10.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Add rates and sizes effective January 1st 2010. 

F 
etch Doggie Day care is 

located  at 2021 NE 

MLK and has been a 

part of the community since 

2004.  New owners, Britt and 

Adam took the business over in 

2009 and just celebrated their one 

year anniversary.  Fetch provides 

a safe, fun and loving environ-

ment for dogs to stay – whether it 

be just for the day or overnight.  

They have 3,200 square feet of 

play space equipped with cushy 

furniture, play structures, toys, 

and a lot of love.   

Brit and Adam enjoy seeing 

smiling faces and wagging tails 

every day.  “It's so amazing to 

watch their friendships grow, 

watch a shy, reserved dog trans-

form into an out-going dog, and 

experience the trust involved in a 

canine-human relationship.” 

Owning a doggie daycare is not 

all fun and games. They take 

their job very seriously and like 

to be hands on. As you can imag-

ine, there is a copious amount of 

c l e a n i n g  d o n e  c o n s t a n t l y 

throughout the day. It also gets 

loud, sometimes VERY loud. 

There are also many safety regu-

lations to keep all the pets safe.  

Primary concern is on the dogs 

at all times, making sure they are 

being respectful of each other, the 

play space is completely clean 

with enough water, and of course 

they are enjoying themselves.  

Each and every client that walks 

through the doors becomes a part 

of the family.  In addition to con-

tinuously improving the daycare 

and boarding facilities, they are 

striving to expand the grooming 

and retail areas. 

Adam and Brit say they love 

being a part of the Eliot commu-

nity.  “We love the diversity and 

artistic expression we find here.” 

Eliot is a great place for them as a 

business too: it‟s a wonderful and 

tight-knit community, and it‟s 

located near where I-5 and I-84 

come together.   Some customers 

walk their dogs to Fetch from 

nearby neighborhoods while oth-

ers simply pull off the freeway to 

drop off their dog.  

They plan to raise a family in 

the future, and would love to find 

a house in the Eliot neighborhood 

to call home. ● 

Fetch is Home in Eliot 
By Kirsten Jenkins 

Fetch Doggie Daycare 
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meat, cheese, cut flowers, plant 

starts, hot food, cooking demon-

strations, and an adjacent chil-

dren‟s playground. This year, 

Oregon Trail Card users can re-

ceive up to $10 in matching to-

kens for use at the King Farmers 

Market. 

Join your neighbors every 

Sunday to celebrate a new season 

of the freshest local food. ● 

The King Farmers Market  

opened its second season on Sun-

day, May 2, at NE 7th and Wy-

gant.  The market will continue 

every Sunday, 10 am to 2 pm, 

through October 31. 

After a highly successful first 

season, the King Farmers Market 

is back, bigger and better than 

before with more produce ven-

dors, more special events, music, 

King Farmers Market Re-Opens 

T 
he Eliot neighborhood 

has long longed for 

more retail on com-

mercial streets such as Northeast 

Martin Luther King Jr. Boule-

vard, to see activity and commer-

cial services instead of empty lots 

and buildings. Things have im-

proved since our low point in the 

late 1970s, but more is needed. 

Until we capture that dream, 

we have Dreamer‟s Market Place. 

The venture has been occur-

ring weekly in the open space 

around the former American 

State Bank building at 2737 N.E. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

Conceived by the building‟s 

leaseholders, it provides space for 

people with something to sell. 

As manager Eric Starr says, 

the criteria is that the people sell-

ing the product “make it, gather 

it,  grow it or bake it . We‟re 

avoiding re-sellers. We‟re not the 

taste police, I don‟t want to criti-

cize anyone‟s venture or look 

down on Tupperware sales, but 

we want to create a compelling 

market place, with things that are 

new and sustainable.” 

In mid-June, with Father‟s 

Day and other such events as 

competition, the market had what 

Starr says was its slowest day, 

with just 13 booths. They have 

had as many as 19, there is space 

for 30, and he is confident that he 

can attract that many. Part of the 

mix is local musicians, and unlike 

many markets this one pays the 

performers and doesn‟t make 

them rely on money in a hat. 

Still to come are food carts. 

They had not arrived at press 

time, Starr says, because the mar-

ket tried to do the right thing. On 

the advice of City officials, they 

are installing the first permanent 

gray water pod disposal system in 

Portland; wastewater will drain 

through a grease trap, then di-

rectly into the sewer. The catch, 

Starr says, is “it‟s taken longer 

than we ever anticipated. We ex-

pected to have the carts here be-

fore the other vendors, and in-

stead it‟s the other way around.” 

But, he assures us, they‟re com-

ing. 

Dreamers Marketplace Brings More Retail to Eliot 
By Lee Perlman 

The market is the brainchild of 

leaseholders Karen and Peter Dis-

ciascio. Their intent is to eventu-

ally develop the inside the of 

building, which will be re-named. 

“Our plans are still being formu-

lated, but we‟ll have a variety of 

events and activities,” Starr says. 

Meantime there is the market, 

which experience el sewhere 

shows can be a boost to the busi-

nesses and commercial properties 

around them. The late Bill Naito, 

owner of a substantial part of the 

Old Town neighborhood, rented 

space and gave vital support to 

the Portland Saturday Market, 

realizing that it would pay off in 

more activity – and customers – 

for the business area around it. ● 

Dreamers Marketplace - 2737 NE MLK 

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&q=NE+Wygant+St+%26+NE+7th+Ave,+Portland,+Multnomah,+Oregon+97211&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=36.778911,56.601563&ie=UTF8&cd=1&geocode=FT0mtwIdCmGw-A&split=0&hq=&hnear=NE+Wygant+St+%26+NE+7th+Ave,+Portland,+Mult
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&q=NE+Wygant+St+%26+NE+7th+Ave,+Portland,+Multnomah,+Oregon+97211&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=36.778911,56.601563&ie=UTF8&cd=1&geocode=FT0mtwIdCmGw-A&split=0&hq=&hnear=NE+Wygant+St+%26+NE+7th+Ave,+Portland,+Mult
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SolarCity- So Far, So Good 

I 
n late March we contacted 

Solarize Northeast to see 

whether it was feasible to 

put solar panels on our roof. So-

larCity was the contractor se-

lected by Solarize Northeast to do 

the installation and technical sup-

port. The company started in 

Australia, but is currently the 

leading residential installer in the 

U.S. The competition in solar in-

stallation is strong and you do get 

the sense as a residential cus-

tomer that you are being wooed, 

but I was given the information I 

needed from SolarCity without 

too much sales pressure.  

The construction manager was 

the first person to come to our 

house. He looked at the exposure, 

age and orientation of our roof 

and asked about our electrical 

updates. We had a large holly 

tree removed from the front of 

our house a couple of years back, 

so we no longer have any imme-

diate obstructions to the sun. Our 

25 year lifespan roof is about 9 

years old. The solar panels have a 

life span of 30 years, and remov-

ing them to re-roof adds costs to 

the re-roofing. 

Our street is dominated by 

narrow Victorian cottages with 

North-South roof ridges, not 

good for solar panels. Our house 

was modified 10 years back and 

now has two newer sections that 

provide enough South facing roof 

area for 11 panels.  

The Construction manager 

provided calculations to come up 

with the net cost to us of about 

$1,196 after state and federal tax 

credits. Some of those tax credits 

will need to be taken over 4 

years.  

Site audit 

A couple of weeks after the 

construction manager came out, 

two site auditors came to get spe-

cifics. They were two neighbor-

Solar Power in Eliot: A diary 
By Shara Alexander 

hood guys, both with big plug 

earrings and good dispositions. I 

had a great time talking to them 

about the solar system require-

ments,  the loca l scene a nd 

neighborhood, and other non-

relevant topics. One of the addi-

tional benefits of programs like 

this is job creation. They were 

happy with their employer, and 

happy to be employed.  

They got onto the roof to take 

direct measurements, checked out 

the attic access and looked at our 

electrical panel, where the in-

verter will be located. It turns out 

we'll probably have to move our 

freezer which is too close to our 

electrical panel, but other than 

that things checked out. They had 

a bit of trouble scaling our roof, 

which has a steep pitch. A steep 

pitch isn't optimum for solar cap-

ture and makes access trouble-

some, but it's still doable.  

We are now waiting for the 

final phase of this project - the 

installation, which should get 

started in a couple of weeks.  

 

The Payoff 

In summer we don't cook as 

much in the oven, we use the 

laundry line to dry clothes, the 

sun to light our house until night 

and the evening breeze to cool it. 

In the winter we are much less 

thrifty. Unfortunately, much of 

our electricity use is passive. Net 

metering and the system monitor-

ing software will help us track the 

ups and downs of our electricity 

production and use, and may help 

us reduce our use just by giving 

us a tool with which to track it. 

Solar is just one tool for us to be-

come more self-sufficient, and 

we have much more to do to re-

duce and conserve energy.  

Net metering means the utility 

meter will move backwards when 

we produce more energy than we 

use. Net metering is an easy ad-

aptation because it can be done 

with no changes to standard elec-

tricity meters. Net metering also 

allows us to generate electricity 

at a different time from consump-

tion, using the grid as a giant 

storage battery.  

I still am not sure how soon 

the panels will pay for them-

selves. It depends on a number of 

factors including the future in-

creases in the cost of electricity. 

According to the numbers from 

SolarCity, our solar panels will 

offset 19% of our usage, and 

about 17% of our electric bill.  

They calculate it will be 13 years 

before the panels pay themselves 

off, even with the tax credits. 

Over the 30 year lifetime of the 

system they predict we‟ll save 

$9,000 in energy costs. Those 

numbers were generated with our 

specific system in mind and with 

future energy cost increases fac-

tored in. A larger system would  

be more cost effective, since 

much of the cost is installation. 

Two costs don‟t seem to have 

been included though – additional 

costs for re-roofing and yearly 

panel cleaning for maximum effi-

ciency. I don‟t plan to climb on 

the roof, so that‟s something I‟ll 

have to hire out.  

Solar power is just one part of 

a better approach to powering a 

home. For the average household 

there‟s more money in reducing 

use and conserving energy.   

Given the fact we won't be 

turning off our computer, oven 

and refrigerator any time soon, I 

am very thankful that this pro-

gram was there to make the pan-

els affordable for our family. 

Combined with some additional 

changes in our power use, we 

could get closer to the ideal of 

consuming just what we need and 

producing a part of that.  

 

Solar Info 

I read about Solarize North-

east in the January 2010 issue of 

the Eliot news and in March I 

contacted the organization to see 

if our home would be a good can-

didate for electricity-generating 

solar panels. 

Although Solar has been on 

my mental map for about ten 

years (we've owned our home for 

19 years), if it hadn't been for So-

larize NE, I'm not sure I would 

have started this process. Even 

for the most stable Portland resi-

dents who can afford the upfront 

investment and will be in the 

home long enough to reap the 

benefit, a program like this is 

critical. It eliminates some of the 

worries of negotiating one on one 

with a contractor and brings the 

payoff into view.  

While talking to my neighbors 

and friends I encountered many 

misconceptions including the be-

lief that solar panels can't be in-

stalled in Eliot because we're in a 

Historic Design overlay. I hope to 

become an unofficial ambassador 

for solar power in Eliot, and 

through this process get a clear 

idea of the benefits and  limita-

tions of  residential solar at this 

point in time.  

Solarize Northeast is a volun-

teer-driven community effort led 

by the Northeast Coalition of 

Neighborhoods (NECN). Local 

leaders wanted to increase the 

amount of renewable energy gen-

erated in NE Portland by working 

together as a community. Multi-

ple nonprofits and governmental 

organizations have been working 

together to create a campaign that 

will drive the costs of solar down. 

NECN, the City of Portland 

through the Office of Sustainable 

Development, the Energy trust of 

Oregon and the Department of 

Energy have all pushed to get this 

and other programs like it mov-

ing. 

The Solarize Northeast pro-

gram is structured so that the 

price of panels goes down as 

more neighbors join the effort. 

Group purchasing creates up to 

25 percent savings below individ-

ual market prices. The group dis-

count, in addition to federal and 

state tax credits and cash incen-

tives, gives Solarize Northeast 

participants a significant cost sav-

ings.  

April 15th was the deadline 

for enrolling, but the program 

deadline was extended to June 

30th. This program may return to 

Northeast Portland in the future – 

it was a bigger success than the 

organizers predicted. 135 custom-

ers signed up for solar panels for 

a total of 352 kW produced. It's 

very inspirational to think of our 

neighborhood generating its own 

electricity! 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

c h e c k  o u t  S o l a r  N o w ! 

(solarnoworegon.org), SolarOre-

gon.org (independent nonprofit), 

Solarize Portland (through the 

Portland Bureau of Planning and 

S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a t  p o r t -

l a n d o n l i n e . c o m )  o r  t h e  

E n e r g y  T r u s t  o f  O r e g o n 

(energytrust.org), or contact 

Samantha Ames at SolarCity for 

a  site audit and estimate 1 -

888.765.2489 ext 5875. 

Full disclosure: SolarCity says 

they ' l l  pa y $ 40 0  for  every 

“friend” I refer who signs up to 

install a system on their home 

(and $1000 for commercial prop-

erties). That deal goes for every-

one who installs a system with 

SolarCity and could help make 

the payoff even faster for you if 

you have a salesperson in you… 

● 

System Size 2.31kW 

# of Panels 11 

Sticker Price: $13,745 

ETO Incentive: $3,465 

Up Front Cost: $10,280 

Federal Tax Credit: $3,084 

State Tax Credit: $6,000 

Final Price: $1,196 

South Facing Roof 
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A 
t the first signs of 

spring when the cro-

cuses and daffodils 

poke their heads up, my husband 

gets excited about starting to 

plant his “farm” as we like to call 

it.  He scours seed catalogs read-

ing all about the new varieties of 

heirlooms available.  We make 

the first of many quick trips to 

Livingscape Nursery, just north 

of NE Freemont on N Vancouver 

Ave.  They carry our favorite 

brand of seeds, Territorial Seed 

Company, lots of plants, flowers, 

fruit trees, and baby chickens 

which are always fun to see. 

My husband goes through his 

inventory of old seed packets, 

plus seeds he‟s collected from 

our previous year‟s crop, and this 

year, some heirloom tomato 

seeds we gathered last summer 

from the King Farmers Market.  

Since our goal is to grow all our 

vegetables directly from seed, we 

start many of them indoors.  Our 

south-facing spare bedroom turns 

into the “green house” and with 

the help of a germination station, 

my husband plants tomatoes, on-

ions, peppers, basil, and a couple 

flowers - celosia, and marigolds.  

He loves gardening and treats his 

new seedlings with great care, 

getting up early every morning to 

farm (ie: watering, rotating them 

in the window, transplanting to 

bigger pots as needed).  All that‟s 

missing is the overalls. 

By April, we‟re planting let-

tuce, spinach, radishes, potatoes, 

and sweet peas outside directly 

into the raised garden beds we‟ve 

built.  Every morning and eve-

ning we go out and check the 

progress always picking out a 

handful of slugs.  Our neighbor‟s 

chickens often hop the fence to 

come enjoy our yard and hope-

fully to snack on some slugs as 

well. 

By late May, we‟re giving 

away some extra tomato plants to 

friends and neighbors since we 

always seem to grow a few more 

My Urban Farmer 
By Tamille Lundmark 

than we have room for.  We‟re 

given eggs from our neighbor 

with chickens and we give him 

some extra starts.  It‟s a nice 

trade and over the fence we swap 

gardening methods and tech-

niques.  In June the melons and 

squash are planted, the rest of the 

indoor plants are transplanted, 

and salads are readily available 

for consumption. 

It seems such a long time from 

the moment we sow the first seed 

until the first salad I‟m able to 

make, but it‟s well worth it to be 

able to enjoy salads throughout 

the late spring and summer, and 

make our own recipe of salsa 

which can‟t be beat.  In mid-

summer I‟ll make pesto and spa-

ghetti sauce that I‟ll freeze to use 

throughout the winter.  I also re-

cently discovered how to pickle 

mixed veggies which is a great 

way of using end-of-season vege-

tables.  Adding a few hot peppers 

in each jar to spice it up works 

great.  I‟m not much of a cook 

and I‟m certainly not a canner, 

but making freezable sauces and 

pickling is super easy and I‟ve 

found some nice recipes online. 

What I love about Portlanders 

is how we‟ve embraced urban 

gardening and buying locally 

grown food.  So many of our 

neighbor s have gardens and 

chickens, and one neighbor even 

kept bees to produce honey while 

they were busy pollinating our 

fruits and veggies.  I‟ve noticed a 

trend of street and yard trees be-

ing planted that are fruit bearing 

trees.  We have two community 

gardens in Eliot – one on the cor-

ner of MLK Jr Blvd and NE Mor-

ris and one near NE Tillamook 

and N Williams Ave.   Portland 

ha s ma ny  fa rm ers ma rk et s 

throughout the city and several of 

our restaurants buy local ingredi-

ents as well.    Not only do my 

husband and I thoroughly enjoy 

gardening, eating out at our local 

restaurants, and strolling through 

farmers markets on the week-

ends, the end result is our food 

tastes so much better, is healthier, 

and of course the environment 

benefits as well. 

 We are lucky to have a large 

enough lot with room for a gar-

den and a variety of fruit trees 

and berry bushes, but even those 

with little or no yard are still 

finding space for at least a few 

plants.  Some simply have pots 

on the porch and others have 

made their parking strip a vegeta-

ble row. 

If you‟re interested in starting 

a garden or perhaps raising a few 

chickens for fresh eggs, visit The 

L i v i n g s c a p e  N u r s e r y ,  a t  

3 9 2 6  N .  V a n c o u v e r  A v e  

www.livingscapenursery.com.  

T hey offer  fr ee  work shop s 

throughout the spring and sum-

mer, along with books on urban 

farming, and have a nice selec-

tion of plants and gardening tools 

to help you get started.  We‟ve 

found their staff to be helpful and 

knowledgeable.  Happy garden-

ing…and eating!  ● 

Active Listings bed bath sq ft price 

3008 N Williams 3 1.1 1820 $209,900 
607 NE Russell 3 2.1 1356 $275,000 
523 NE Knott 2 1 2900 $329,000 
535 NE Monroe 3 2 2750 $349,000 
505 NE Knott 4 2.1 3486 $595,000 
     
Pending Listings bed bath sq ft price 

210 NE Morris 5 2 2806 $318,250 
69 NE Graham 4 4.1 2272 $354,000 
2520 NE 7th 5 2 3239 $420,000 
528 NE Sacramento 3 3.1 1853 $449,000 
3203 NE Rodney 4 2.1 3855 $470,000 
     
Sold Listings bed bath sq ft price 

538 NE Knott 3 2.1 1308 $260,000 
2841 NE Rodney 3 2.1 1744 $294,000 
501 NE Monroe 3 3 1426 $315,000 
516 NE Morris 4 3 4006 $564,000 

 

Urban Garden 
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Breakfast/Coffee/Cafés 

Bridges Café 

2716 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-288-4169 

Eliot E-Mat Café 

2808 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-280-8889 

Goldrush Coffee Bar 

2601 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-331-5955 

Russell Street Gallery and Pie Diner 

807 N. Russell St., 503-281-0758  

Tiny’s Café 

2031 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-467-4199 

Waypost 

3120 N. Williams St., 503-367-3182 

 

Bars/Taverns 

820 

820 N. Russell St., 503-284-5518 

Alu Wine Bar 

2831 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-262-9463  

Bill Ray’s Dive 

2210 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd. 

Gotham Tavern 

2240 N. Interstate Ave., 503-517-9911 

McMenamin’s White Eagle Café & Saloon 

836 N. Russell St., 503-282-6810 

Secret Society 

116 NE Russell St.,503-493-3600  

Sloan’s Tavern 

36 N. Russell St., 503-287-2262 

Eliot Eateries 
 

Widmer Gasthaus Pub 

929 N. Russell St., 503-281-3333 

 

Lunch/Dinner 

Afrique Bistro 

102 NE Russell St., 503-943-6616  

Chuck’s Market, J&S Grocery 

2415 N. Williams Ave., 503-281-6269 

Echo 

2225 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-460-3246 

Mint 

816 N. Russell St., 503-284-5518 

Pizza A Go Go 

3240 N. Williams St., 503-335-0300 

Popeye’s Famous Fried Chicken 

3120 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-281-8455 

Queen of Sheba 

2413 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-287-6302 

Russell Street Bar-B-Que 

325 N.E. Russell St., 503-528-8224 

Sparky’s Pizza 

2434 N.E. MLK Jr Blvd 

Toro Bravo 

120 NE Russell St.,503-281-4464 

Tropicana Bar Be Cue 

3217 N. Williams Ave., 503-281-8696 

Under Wonder 

128 N.E. Russell St., 503-493-0371 



 

7 7 

D 
uring the early years 

of rapid development 

in the town of Albina, 

which most of is now inside the 

Eliot neighborhood, many well-

known businessmen were in-

volved with the process.  When 

Albina was incorporated in 1887, 

i t  sa w ph eno m ena l  gro wt h 

through 1892.  Much money was 

spent and made on real estate in-

vestments and industrial expan-

sions tied into the railroad indus-

try.  Businesses during these 

years thrived on healthy profits in 

part due to an abundant supply of 

immigrant workers willing to 

work at working-class wages.  

The real estate market was excep-

tionally healthy due to soaring lot 

prices.  After Albina merged with 

Portland in 1891, the value of 

property skyrocketed.  Most Al-

bina businessmen and property 

speculators though lived in to-

day‟s NW and SW Portland, 

which was generally where most 

of the “well-to-do” lived.  Robert 

E. Menefee and his brothers were 

an exception to this rule as they 

resided in Albina during most of 

their lives.  Some of the homes 

they lived in are still standing in 

the neighborhood today. 

Robert E. Menefee was born 

in November 1865 in Santa Rosa, 

California where the family set-

tled in 1864 after leaving their 

previous homestead in Missouri.  

Older brother Joseph P. Menefee 

moved to Portland in 1878 and 

immediately settled in Albina 

where he established a painting 

business.  During the 1880s Al-

bina was booming and he estab-

lished a real estate business and 

prospered.  Brother Robert Mene-

fee joined him here in 1887.  

Soon, father James Menefee and 

younger brother George W. Me-

nefee moved here from Santa 

Rosa and formed a speculation 

home building team.  During the 

next few years, many houses 

were built and sold.  Some of the 

early houses still stand on the 

blocks between NE Hancock and 

NE Tillamook between N Wil-

liams and NE Rodney.  One in-

teresting small house that stands 

today at 16 NE Tillamook is a 

Queen Anne styled cottage built 

for Robert Menefee and his father 

James in 1890.  Joseph Menefee 

purchased a cluster of lots on this 

block in 1888.  In 1889, he built a 

fine home of the Stick-Eastlake 

style for himself at 2054 N Wil-

liams (at the SE corner of Tilla-

mook) but it was replaced by a 

commercial building in 1970. 

In 1890, Joseph and Robert 

Menefee helped found and be-

came part owners of the Bank of 

Albina.  It was housed in a beau-

tiful brick Victorian building that 

stood at the NE corner of N Rus-

sell and Mississippi until demol-

ished in the 1980s.  This banking 

institution was special in the 

community as it served all resi-

dents of Albina and backed many 

of the homes being built.  They 

loaned money to new settlers 

wanting to build no matter what 

their ethnic background was.  

These services were vital in help-

ing young families get estab-

lished in owning their own homes 

in the neighborhood.  During the 

1893 Bank Panic and Depression, 

the Menefees endured financial 

reverses but managed by diversi-

fying into other businesses.  The 

bank was sold out to new owner 

George W. Bates to avoid failure.  

Also during these hard times, the 

family faced tragedy as father 

James was killed in a freak street-

car accident and Robert‟s first 

wife died suddenly.  As property 

values plunged between 1893 and 

1896, they pulled out of the real 

estate business.  For a few years, 

Robert Menefee operated a bowl-

ing alley on Williams Avenue 

with another business partner.  

But by 1898, he got back into the 

real estate game and established a 

new business with insurance ser-

vices and had a new wife named 

Laura.  In 1898, a new Queen 

Anne styled Victorian cottage 

was finished for his family.  This 

attractive house still stands at 

1927 NE Rodney at the corner of 

San Rafael and was restored in 

Historic Homes & Buildings of Eliot 

Robert E. Menefee:  Profile of an Albina Businessman & Resident 

Join the Eliot Neighborhood Email List! 
Get informed on what is happening in the neighborhood via 
email. The “announcement only” Google Group is a notifica-
tion service used to share information from the Eliot Neighbor-
hood Association.  To subscribe send an email to: 
eliotemaillist-subscribe@googlegroups.com or visit  
http://groups.google.com/group/eliotemaillist. 

By Roy E. Roos 

recent years. 

A renewed economy spurred 

home building activity in the 

neighborhood and the speculation 

building business was resumed 

with his brother Joseph.  Their 

speculation homes were quality 

built in a variety of architectural 

styles and sold on very reason-

able terms to suit middle-class 

families.  During the early 1900s, 

their operation was in full stride.  

Groups of these houses still stand 

on the west side of NE Rodney 

from NE San Rafael almost up to 

NE Thompson.  During these 

years, Robert Menefee seemed to 

take a more active role in the 

firm, often referred to as R. E. 

Menefee & Associates. In 1905, 

he was appointed to the Portland 

City Council and served until 

1913.  He was noted in 1906 for 

daring to challenge the local gas 

company monopoly.  It was clear 

by this time that Robert Menefee 

wanted to represent the voice of 

the common working man instead 

of being a puppet for the mo-

nopolies and trusts.  By 1908, the 

family firm was also building 

higher-end speculation homes in 

Irvington. 

In 1905, Robert Menefee built 

a larger home of the American 

Foursquare style across the street 

at 2007 NE Rodney for his fam-

ily. When he retired, he moved 

into a home in the Beaumont 

neighborhood on NE 43rd.  After 

many more years, he died there in 

October 1954 at the age of 88. ● 1927 NE Rodney, Menefee lived 
in this home from 1898 to 1905. 

One Organized Woman 
Need help organizing your home or office 

or a personal assistant? 
Call or text Alexis (503) 866-6620  

 

 Serving Continental Africa Food & Beverages 
 

Open Monday thru Saturday for Dinner 
 

Full Bar  • Happy Hour Daily • Private Parties 

102 NE Russell St. • 503-943-6616 • info@afriquebistro.com 

16 NE Tillamook, oldest surviving 
house where Menefee lived with 
his father from 1890 to 1892. 

2007 NE Rodney 

An excerpt from the book The 

History of Albina, available at 

Broadway Books at 1714 NE 

Broadway, Rejuvenation Inc. at 

1100 SE Grand, and Powells 

Books at NW 10th & Burnside. 
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BAILEY & WARWICK 
Saving and Improving Housing in Eliot 

Neighborhood for 25 Years. 

Houses and Apartments for rent. 

(503) 806-3502 

 

 Dawson Park Summer 
Concert Series 2010 

Free! 
Concerts start at 6:30 pm  
At the Gazebo  
Williams Ave and Stanton St  

Sponsored by:  
Grand Central Baking Company  
Hoffman Construction Company 
Legacy Health 
Widmer Brothers Brewing Company 
Albina Rotary Club Foundation 
Eliot Neighborhood Association 
New Seasons Market 
Portland Trail Blazers 
Brooks Staffing 
Echo Restaurant 
Historic Mississippi Ave Business Association 
National Association of Minority Contractors 
Russell Street Bar-B-Que 

July 7th  Connie Bieberach and Armonia Latina (Latin American pop)  
July 14th  Donna Jose & the Side Effects (folk rock)  
 presented by Grand Central Baking Company  
July 21st  Devin Phillips Band (fusion funk)  

Aug 3rd The Boogie Cat, LaRhonda & Friends (family grooves) 

 National Night Out Concert & Healthy Kids Fest 
 Presented by The Children’s Hospital at Legacy Emanuel 

www.portlandparks.org 

www.eliotneighborhood.org 

I 
n May, 2010, the Volun-

teers of America Men's 

R e s i d e n t i a l  ( M R C ) 

awarded their Al Forthan Memo-

rial Recovery Scholarship.  This 

scholarship has been awarded 

annually since 2006 in honor of 

Al Forthan.  Al was a heroin ad-

dict and crime lord in inner north-

east  Por tland for a lmost  30 

years.  He entered treatment at 

the MRC, took his recovery seri-

ously, and changed everything 

about his life.  He continued on to 

Portland Community College and 

entered their program to become 

a Certified Drug and Alcohol 

Counselor.  After he graduated, 

he was hired by the MRC:  the 

first client to come back and be a 

staff member.  Al was a phe-

nomenal, life-changing counselor 

for ten years before passing away 

in 2006.  He epitomized that any-

one, no matter what his or her 

past, could have a healthy and 

happy life and change the world 

for the better. 

T hi s  y ea r ,  $ 2 0 ,5 0 0  wa s 

awarded to 33 Portland-area stu-

VOA Awards $20,500 to Students 

dents through the scholarship 

fund.  In 2011, scholarships of 

varying amounts will be awarded 

to Portland Public high school 

gra dua ting senior s a nd one 

$4,00 0 schola r ship wi l l  be 

awarded to a graduating senior 

from anywhere in Oregon who 

has been directly affected by ad-

diction (self, parent, or caretaker 

was/is addicted).  

If you'd like to make a tax-

deductible donation, please send 

a check made out to the Al Fort-

han Memorial Recovery Scholar-

ship Fund to 2318 NE MLK Jr 

Blvd, PDX, OR 97212; drop off 

redeemable cans and bottles at 

the above address; attend our 4th 

Annual Larch Mountain Bike and 

Hike on August14th; or contact 

Greg Stone at  

gstone@voaor.org.    

Thanks so much for your sup-

port of local students pursuing 

healthy lifestyles! ● 

By Julia Peters 

Foodshare Fund Northeast, a 

project of the Northeast Coalition 

of Neighborhoods (NECN), is in 

full swing.  For the second year 

they are providing matching 

funds for neighbors using food 

stamps to buy fresh, local food at 

the King Farmers Market. This 

year, in response to a growing 

and urgent need, they've ex-

panded the program.  Nearly one 

in five Oregonians are now re-

ceiving food stamps, 39% of 

them children.  Foodshare Fund 

NE provides funds from the com-

munity -- businesses, community 

groups, neighbors -- to match 

food stamps spent dollar for dol-

lar, up to $10 per week.   Last 

year, the average match was $234 

per Sunday. This year it has been 

$896. 

Foodshare Fund NE feel s 

privileged to be able to support 

neighbors with fresh, local food 

and to support our local farmers 

and food system. If you'd like the 

opportunity to help, contact  

traci17@comcast.net or visit the 

Facebook page "Foodshare Fund 

NE". If you'd like to donate, you 

can do so at the market every 

week, on-line through PayPal at 

portland.necoalition.org (specify 

"Foodshare Fund" in comments), 

or by mail, 4815 NE 7th Ave-

nue, Portland, OR 97211-3939. 

More information is also avail-

able on the Portland Farmers 

Market site, portlandfarmersmar-

ket.org "Healthy Food for All". ● 

Foodshare Fund 
Northeast 

Food Vendors:  

A Street Cart Named Desire 
Gold Rush Coffee Bar 
Hot Dog Ernie’s 


