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eliot neighborhood association
The Eliot Neighborhood Association Board meets the 

second Monday of each month. General membership 

meetings are held in April and October.

7–9 p.m.

Emanuel Hospital, 501 N. Graham St.
Medical Offi  ce Building, West Conference Room

Please Join Us!

I n Eliot there’s little left to see 
of the neighborhood’s compli-
cated past. Once the vibrant, 

if sometimes dilapidated, center of 
Portland’s Black community, today 
almost all the landmarks are gone. 
The drugstore that anchored the 
busy intersection of Williams and 
Russell was beheaded and razed, its 
beautiful dome transplanted to Daw-
son Park. The Prince Hall Masonic 
lodge is now a tapas bar; the Cot-
ton Club, fl ourishing in the sixties, 
sits abandoned behind a chain link 
fence; and the Black Panther medical 
clinic, which provided free health 
care to the community throughout 
the seventies, is long closed.

The changing character of Eliot was 
due to a series of man-made disasters 
known as “progress” downtown:  Black 
homes and businesses were demol-
ished to make way for the Memorial 
Coliseum, built in 1961; then the I-5 
freeway; the proposed (and never real-
ized) Emanuel Hospital expansion; and 
fi nally the district offi ce for Portland 
Public Schools. 

Neighborhood historian Pauline 
Bradford, now 81, has been keeping 
track: a total of 1,379 homes, the ma-

jority housing Black families, were 
eliminated in a 25-year period. “But re-
member the new MAX line,” Bradford 
points out, looking on the bright side. 
“One route they proposed would have 
taken out more of Eliot, but instead 
it’s running on Interstate. We fi nally 
fought back.”

Now there’s another victory, espe-
cially meaningful to the Black com-
munity: if you’ve taken a walk to the 
intersection of Williams and Tillamook 
in the last 10 months, you’ve seen a lot 
of activity there on the southwest cor-
ner. Rubbish fi lls a big dumpster out 
front while roofers, drywallers, plumb-
ers, electricians and painters in cover-
alls come and go. That Colonial Revival 
building they’re working on, with its 
new brown cedar shingles, is the old-
est surviving social structure built for 
African Americans in Portland.

Originally built in 1926, the building 
was sorely in need of some loving at-
tention. For the last 50 years, in which 
it has operated as an Elks Lodge, mem-
bers have had no resources to fi x it up. 
The Elks boarded up the windows 
against vandals and watched with dis-
may as the original roof sprang leaks 
that spread dry rot below.

Histor ic  Elks Lodge 
Grateful  for Volunteers

Now, as volunteers show up to pitch 
in—by no means all of them Elks nor 
Black—the community has come to 
appreciate with pride—sometimes 
even astonishment—how much can 
be accomplished when the spirit is 
there.

 * * * 

The idea for this project goes back 
a few years, when Wanda Broadous-
Mills got permission from the Elks to 
try and raise money for the building’s 
most conspicuous problems. While not 
an Elks member, Mills recognized the 
unique role the historic building played 
in the lives of local Blacks. “I guess I 
was about 19 when I found out that’s 

T wo white ladies, both remem-
bered as “angels” in Portland’s 
Black community were, im-

probably, both named Collins—
though unrelated.

Mary Laff ey Collins (1872–1972), was 
raised on her family’s farm in Catlin, 
Washington (today East Kelso), and 
attended business college in Oakland, 
California. Spirited and independent 
as a young woman, she was wooed by 
a young man from Pennsylvania,  but 
was not easily persuaded to marry. 
Everell Stanton Collins, who was mak-
ing a fortune in the forests of Cowlitz 
County, persisted, and the two were 
fi nally wed in 1899, the year she was 
27 and he 33. 

Their three children were born in 
Ostrander, Washington, headquarters 
for the company Collins had built, Os-
trander Railway and Timber. Mary’s 
civic work began there when she or-
ganized, in 1910, the second Camp 
Fire group in the nation. The Camp 
Fire lodge, at Camp Singing Wind, 

Continues on page 4

By Martha Gies

Two Ladies 
Named
Collins

Mrs. E. S. Collins 
(Photo: WWW.Collinswood.com

Continues on page 8

(Photo: Faye Burch)
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eliot monthly meetings
If  you live or work in Eliot, you are welcome and encouraged to attend the 
monthly meetings of  the Eliot Neighborhood Association, which are held 
the second Monday of  each month at Emanuel Hospital.

It’s a great opportunity to meet your neighbors, stay informed about 
what’s going on in Eliot, help build a stronger community, and have input 
into decisions that may affect you. Also consider joining a committee or 
becoming a board member (we have vacancies).

Emanuel Hospital, 501 N. Graham St., Medical Office Building West 
Conference Room

eliot neighborhood association
The Eliot Neighborhood Association (ENDA) is a nonprofit corporation 
whose members are the residents and business owners of the Eliot Neigh-
borhood. Its purpose is to inform Eliot residents about issues affecting 
the neighborhood through meetings, newsletters and other activities. 
Members of the neighborhood association must be over 14 years old and 
live, own property, have a business, or represent a nonprofit within the 
neighborhood. The Eliot Neighborhood Association was founded in 1969. 
It is recognized by the City of Portland, is a member of the Northeast 
Coalition of Neighborhoods, Inc., and has representatives on several other 
groups and committees.

2008–2009 enda board members
Chair Gary Hampton, 503.282.5429, garybhampton@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Clint Lundmark, clundmark@myrealbox.com

Treasurer Kirsten Jenkins, 503.515.6633, 
 kirstenjenkins@hotmail.com

Recorder Julia Peters, Volunteers of  America

Newsletter Editor Tony Green, 503.221.8202, eliotnews@gmail.com

Eric Aronson, 503.282.4126, earonson@ch2m.com 

Howie Bierbaum, The Wonder Ballroom
 503.284.8686, howie@wonderballroom.com

Pauline Bradford, 503.287.7138

Brian Fugate
Co-board Members Matt Gilley and Vickie Walker
 503.233.0929, gilley67@msn.com or vw63@excite.com

Pete Helzer, Portland Police

Jim Hlava, Cascadia Behavioral Mental Health 

Joan Ivan
Aurora Lora, Harriet Tubman Leadership Academy

Naomi Sacks
Laurie Simpson, 503.280.1005, lauriejane63@hotmail.com

Co-board Members Jennifer and Ryan Wilson
Co-board Members Chris Yeargers and Marie D’Hulst
 503.284.4392, cyeargers@yahoo.com or dhulstml@yahoo.com

2008–2009 enda land use committee
Chair Mike Warwick
 503.417.7555/503.284.7010, mike.warwick@pnl.gov

Vice Chair Clint Lundmark, clundmark@myrealbox.com

Pauline Bradford, 503.287.7138

Matt Gilley, 503.233.0929, gilley67@msn.com

Gary Hampton, 503.282.5429, garybhampton@yahoo.com 

Kirsten Jenkins, 503.515.6633, kirstenjenkins@hotmail.com

Laurie Simpson, 503.282.1005, lauriejane63@hotmail.com

eliot news is published four times a year by the Eliot Neighborhood 
Association. It is delivered or mailed free of charge to every address in the 
neighborhood. It does not have a ISBN.

Editor: Tony Green, 503.278.0473     • eliotnews@gmail.com 
Layout: Peter Donley • 503.348.5389 • peterdonley@mac.com
Advertising: eliotnews@gmail.com
Delivery Coordinator: eliotnews@gmail.com

Rights to articles are retained by the author. Opinions of the authors do not
necessarily reflect the official positions of  the Eliot Neighborhood Association

Around the NeighborhoodB By Ashbel Green

I picked this headline for the column 
because it seemed apt given to focus 
of my musings. I soon found out it 

has been in use in the Irvington news-
paper for years under the byline of Dick 
Levy. I have known Dick for many years 
through our mutual neighborhood ac-
tivities. Sadly, Dick died recently after an 
unsuccessful cancer surgery. In homage 
to Dick, I will continue to use “his” head-
line as long as I write this column.. 

S
occer it to me! You may have 
glossed over the headlines about 
the City Council’s infatuation with 

new arenas for minor sports. The deal 
being crafted is for public fi nancing and 
subsidy to convert the current baseball 
stadium (PGE Park) into a soccer venue 
and to construct a replacement stadium 
in either Lents, or at the Rose Quarter. 
The Rose Quarter is the leading contend-
er, in part because the Blazer organiza-

tion is able to put a deal together and in 
part because public funds could be found 
in the budget of the Oregon Convention 
Center urban renewal district (OCC). I 
am on the OCC citizen advisory commit-
tee because the OCC area includes part 
of Eliot across from the Rose Quarter and 
extends down MLK. As a result, I have 
seen preliminary plans the Blazer’s have 
for a stadium. Why here? Why now, af-
ter the Blazer’s let the land sit idle for so 
long? Well, the Blazer’s option with the 
City to develop the property around the 
Rose Garden expires in a couple of years. 
Previous suggestions to demolish Memo-
rial Coliseum were opposed by veteran’s 
organizations for which it, or some part 
of it, is a memorial. The Blazer’s are con-
sidering two proposals. One is for the 
stadium. That will require demolition of 
the Coliseum. That would be part of any 
deal for soccer so the City would bear the 
burden for that fi ght. The other option is 

eliot news ad rates
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Eliot News has a per issue circulation of 3,000 and is hand-delivered or 
mailed to nearly 100% of the homes and businesses in the Eliot neighbor-
hood. It is also distributed to residents and businesses in surrounding neigh-
borhoods, including Irvington, Sabin and Boise.
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Knott Street Health Center

relief from chronic pain
many ailments treated
small group setting

443 NE Knott Street

call for appointments
Tuesdays & Wednesdays  503.432.3322
Friday clinic coming soon

Kunlun Community Acupuncture
$20
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Active ListingsActive Listings bed bath sq ft price
216 NE Tillamook 3 1 1,336 $269,000
3021 NE Rodney 3 1 2,616 $299,999
130 NE Morris 3 3 2,208 $329,000
536 NE Cook 3 1 2,179 $364,900
69 NE Graham 4 4.1 2,272 $419,000
516 NE Cook 4 2 2,453 $457,500

Pending ListingsPending Listings bed bath sq ft price
2728 NE 7th  4 1 1,912 $309,000
443 NE Tillamook 4 3.1 2,772 $379,000

Sold ListingsSold Listings bed bath sq ft price
438 NE Fargo 3 2.1 1,290 $275,000
236 NE Monroe 4 2 2,218 $335,000
41 NE Cook 3 1 2,320 $345,000
42 NE Monroe 3 1 2,064 $349,000
632 NE Russell 4 2.1 3,356 $430,000
608 NE San Rafael 3 2 2,006 $450,000
65 NE Graham 6 6.1 3,660 $549,000

to “repurpose” the shell of the Coliseum 
to create a covered, but open-air “square” 
for live entertainment events. The square 
would be surrounded by new retail out-
lets catering to entertainment audiences. 
The goal of the Blazer’s is to bring more 
people into the Rose Quarter. Of course, 
that means more people coming through 
Eliot, more parking, more car prowls and 
litter, and, stadium or square, more noise 
from open-air events. The Blazer’s have 
been good neighbors over the years, but 
Eliot is paying a price for their success 
and our location in the heart of the city. 
Of course, the rest of the city gets to pay 
too because funds for services of greater 
value will be diverted to this purpose. 
That includes funds the OCC would 
otherwise invest in businesses and de-
velopment along MLK. 

What makes a neighborhood? This is 
a recurring theme in this column. Typi-
cally it is about “imports” of low-income 
and special needs populations from the 
parts of the city who refuse to accommo-
date them in their own neighborhoods. 
At times it is about new construction 
that ignores the historic character of El-
iot simply to express an architect’s ego or 
a developer’s greed. Almost always, it is 
preaching to a powerless choir because 
the City refuses to take the complaints of 
inner-N/NE seriously. There have been 
some successes in Irvington however 
and I am trying to network with folks 
there and other eastside neighborhoods 
to come up with a united front for deal-
ing with the pending Portland Plan. The 
outline of our position is slowly coming 
together. It is based on accepting that 
growth, infi ll, and change will occur, but 
that it should be better integrated into the 
existing neighborhood fabric than almost 
all of it has been to date. This has been 
a diffi cult case to make under current 
design guidelines mostly because devel-
opers have cowed the city into watering 
down design review because they (de-
velopers) think it is “too subjective” and 
they can’t fi gure out what is and isn’t 
allowed. What has emerged in some of 
the recent cases is a need for new proj-
ects to engage with the neighborhood. 
For example, most of the older homes 
in Eliot and Irvington have front yards, 
porches and driveways the let you and 
your neighbors see each other. That facil-
itates conversation and a sense of belong-
ing and caring. It is also well established 
that it deters crime and provides good 
models for our children and new immi-
grants; however almost all new infi ll is 
a zero-lot line box with a garage hidden 
behind. The occupants drive home and 
never see a neighbor. Porches, if there 
are any, are two or three fl oors up where 
the new residents can stay hidden while 
they spy on long time residents. There are 
also elements that make a neighborhood 
unique. In Irvington it is the gracious 
homes and lawns. In Eliot it is the deep 
lots (for gardens) fronted by small homes 
oriented towards the streetcar lines that 
use to exist to transport working-class 
residents around town. In Eliot’s core 
residential areas it is the old homes that 

are reminders of a time when Eliot was 
the heart of the independent city of Al-
bina in the 1800s and in the early 1900s 
when it was the heart of Portland’s black 
community. Hopefully City planners feel 
these are virtues worth protecting other-
wise they will almost certainly be lost in 
the next few decades.

Speed me to my sprawling home in 
Washington. Speaking of poor design, 
how about that 12-lane bridge to no-
where; I mean Vancouver? The lone 
“neighborhood” voice in City Council 
was frozen out when she tried to raise 
environmental justice issues, since the 
congestion that will be “relieved” will be 
at the Columbia moving the current con-
gestion further into inner N/NE includ-
ing Eliot. This is an area that is already 
overloaded with toxic air emissions and 
poisoning adjacent schools and it will 
only get worse with the bridge. As the 
Portland Mercury pointed out, appar-
ently we feel a need to kow tow to the 
desires of Washingtonians to live on 5 
acre plots and commute in single occu-
pant SUVs. As the Oregonian opines, it 
is a legitimate “lifestyle choice.”  I only 
wish they were as supportive of other 
lifestyle choices; Ones that don’t destroy 
the environment, ruin farmland and 
waste natural resources. The only way to 
solve pollution problem in inner N/NE is 
to eliminate the “swerve” that connects 
I-84 to I-5. Bringing the conversation 
full circle, the Portland Plan is expected 
to broach that subject in the context of 
eliminating the east bank freeway. If 
that connection were simply eliminated 
it would solve problems with congestion 
at the swerve and associated air pollu-
tion in close-in neighborhoods. Traffi c 
from the south would be diverted north 
over I-405 and east bound traffi c would 
continue directly to I-84. Eliminating the 
merge with southbound I-5 traffi c would 
speed fl ows on I-84 as well. Of course, 
drivers in close-in N/NE neighborhoods 
would have to circle downtown on I-405 
in lieu of using the on ramps at Broad-
way. But that would reduce commuting 
traffi c on Broadway, which is something 
the adjacent neighborhoods want as 
well. Simple solution! For more on this 
or any of the above topics, visit the Eliot 
Neighborhood web page at http://www.
eliotneighborhood.org/.

Saving and Improving Housing in Eliot 
Neighborhood for 25 Years.

Houses and Apartments for rent. 
(503) 806-3502

BAILEY & WARWICK 
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Oregon, most of them in Portland and 
originally on the west side of the riv-
er, near the railroad, then their largest 
source of employment. The social cen-
ter of the community was in the Black 
churches, according to Elizabeth McLag-
an’s history, A Peculiar Paradise. Outside 
the churches, social life was centered in 
the fraternal lodges, women’s auxiliaries 
and other clubs.

But in 1942, the YWCA turned the 
Williams Avenue branch over to the 
United Service Organizations (USO) 
for the use of “colored” soldiers, a way 
of maintaining strict separation in the 
Jim Crow army of that time. While the 
building served as a USO club, pro-
gramming for Williams Avenue mem-
bers was moved downtown, and many 
African American members just quit 
participating.

In 1947, when the Y got their building 
back, the branch was not as successful 
as before the War, in part because an at-
tempt at inter-racial programs had mixed 
results. Rose Murdock, writing in the 
Journal of Women’s History, describes 
the problem:  “Moments of unity across 
lines of color developed, [such] as… a 
Christmas vesper service at Williams in 
which the ‘thrill of real beauty and real 
friendship’ was evident among a diverse 
group of celebrants. Yet these glimmers 
of unity and friendship did not survive 
the postwar racist backlash of white Port-

where a lot of the old people went and 
had birthday parties and played cards 
and celebrated,” says Mills, now 62. “It 
was the only legal place we could rent 
that was considered ours.”

She wrote letters to other Elks lodges, 
citing the building’s special history and 
even went on the radio along with Melva 
Holmes, Exalted Daughter Ruler of the 
Elks auxillary, asking for help. Small 
donations, plus admissions from eight 
dances that Mills produced, starting in 
the fall of 2007, raised enough cash to fi x 
the spongy fl oor behind the bar.

“We rebuilt that area so that the bar-
tender wouldn’t fall through the fl oor,” 
Mills says. 

Jennifer Dishman, a Daughter Elk who 
manages the bar, agrees there was a lot 
of dry rot from decades of drink spills. 
Not exactly a hole: “But I would kind of 
feel the fl oor give,” Dishman says.

“I didn’t think it would fall through,” 
says former Elks Exalted Ruler, Royce 
Warren. “But if it had, she’d have fallen 
into the basement into another meeting 
room.”

That’s an apt image for the complex 
history of the building: beneath meeting 
rooms are other meeting rooms, going 
back more than 80 years.

The story of the building—“I still call 
it the Y,” says Pauline Bradford—begins 
just after the First World War, when lo-
cal Black women determined to start a 
branch of the YWCA, given that Oregon’s 
white women’s clubs had voted, back in 

1902, to exclude Black women from their 
organizations. In late 1918, Mrs. C.A. 
Jenkins wrote to the national offi ce in 
New York asking for direction.

It was two decades after the vote to 
segregate, and the community had a 
friend in one particular board member 
at the downtown Y, then located at SW 
Taylor and Broadway: Mrs. E. S. Collins 
(see sidebar), who chaired the Commit-
tee of Color, helped get a portable struc-
ture established on the northeast corner 
of Williams and Tillamook in 1921, so 
that the Black women could organize 
their own branch.

Within a few years, Mrs. Collins made 
an anonymous gift of $12,000 to enable 
the branch to build a permanent struc-
ture. Some white people in the neigh-
borhood challenged the construction of 
a building for the Black community, and 
wanted the City to refuse them a building 
permit. But the city attorney ruled in fa-
vor of the project, and it went forward. 

On Sunday, June 13, 1926, the new 
Williams Avenue branch of the YWCA 
was dedicated to much fanfare, with 
Bishop J. W. Martin of the Los Angeles 
A.M.E. Zion Church preaching the ser-
mon. Two days later, regular program-
ming resumed in the Y’s new home:  boys 
club on Tuesday nights and girls club on 
Thursday afternoons. Other meetings 
included the high school Girl Reserves, 
the Blue Triangle Club and the Birthday 
Matrons Club. 

The puzzle of the cornerstone, with its 
two different dates, is hereby explained:  
the Williams Avenue branch YWCA be-
gan in 1921 and the building went up in 
1926. It had a gymnasium and locker 
rooms, an auditorium with a stage, a 
kitchen and a lounge.

According to YWCA records, classes 
were offered in Bible study, gymnastics, 
general athletics, Spanish, hat making, 
sewing, business, singing and dancing. 
For 16 years, the branch thrived, with 
membership soaring to over 1,000.

Eventually the NAACP had an offi ce 
in the basement. 

Pauline Bradford reports that the Na-
tional Association of Colored Women’s 
Clubs held their annual scholarship tea 
there. Today, Bradford is still a member 
of the Harriet Tubman Club, which was 
meeting at the Williams Avenue Y as 
early as 1927, according to a  newspaper 
article of that year. 

By 1940, 2,565 Black people lived in 

landers or prevent the decision of the 
downtown YWCA board of directors to 
sell the Williams Avenue building…”

The buyer, of course, was the Elks, and 
that is its own story.

When the WW II ended and shipyard 
workers were laid off, over half moved 
out of Vanport City, once the largest pub-

lic housing project in the country. Those 
workers who were African Americans 
found a limited welcome in Portland:  
most settled in a long rectangle between 
Interstate and Union Avenue (now MLK), 
north of Oregon Street and south of Fre-
mont. Then, in 1948, with 17,000 people 
still left at Vanport (out of a mixed race 
population that once had been as high 

ELKS LODGE, from page 1

Jennifer Dishman (Photo: M. Gies)

Wanda Broadous-Mills (Photo: M. Gies)

Before the remodel
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as 40,000), a massive fl ood engulfed it. 
During the ensuing days of sorrow, cha-
os and emergency, the Williams Avenue 
Y served as a switchboard for locating 
family members separated in the fl ood 
and also a place where people could get 
something to eat: with the help of the 
Red Cross 515 meals a day were served 
to people fl ooded out of their homes. 

It was then, in the late fi fties, that 
houses and businesses in the southern 
end of the Black district were demol-
ished to make way for the Coliseum.

In 1958, Fraternal Hall, then at 1412 
N Williams, was bulldozed, leaving 
many Black fraternal organizations 
without a place to meet. So the following 
year, the Elks purchased the Williams 
Avenue branch from the YWCA, whose 
efforts at this point were turned toward 
raising money to build a new downtown 
Y at SW 10th and Main. Resources and 
enthusiasm for the fl agging branch had 
been scarce.

This Elks lodge is affi liated with Im-
proved Benevolent Protective Order of 

Elks of the World (IBPOE of W), head-
quartered in Winton, North Carolina, 
the Elks organization for people of 
color. It was fi rst organized in Cincin-
nati in 1898 by a Pullman Porter, and 
the fi rst Portland IBPOE lodge dates 
from 1906. 

Billy Webb, after whom IBPOE Lodge 
#1050 is named, was a pianist whose 
quartet of Black Elks Club members 
played on steamships in the 1920s. Ex-
alted Daughter Ruler Melva Holmes says 

not a lot is known about Webb, whom 
she describes as a “jazz ambassador.”  
She has read that he was a mulatto, 
originally from Mobile, Alabama, that 
he came to Portland with his mother 
in 1906, that the fi rst reference to him 
is in the 1911 City Directory where he 
is described as a music teacher, that he 

married Laura Smith Singleton of Al-
bany, with whom he had no children, 
and that he died in 1925.

 * * *

When the rehab fi nally began in ear-
nest, in June of 2008, it was not through 
the efforts of Wanda Mills, but because 
the National Association of Minority 
Contractors (NAMCO) had begun to 
have their monthly meetings at the Elks 
and NAMCO president James Posey 
was appalled by the condition of the 

building. Today, he ticks off the prob-
lems:  “Roof leaking, boiler ineffi cient, 
the building cold in winter and hot in 
summer. When the rain came in, dry 
rot all over the place. The toilets were 
miserable. Smoke ridden. Shingles fall-
ing off.”  

For him it was a matter of African 
American pride. 

“You don’t want that building to look 
like somebody should have bulldozed it 
last week,” Posey says. “It’s disrespectful 
not to take up the issue of being repre-
sented the way we want to be.”

No one was more thrilled than Mills, 
who’d been banging her head against 
the problem for three years. “I just knew 
McMenamins was going to have it in 
a minute,” she says. “And then all our 
memories would be gone.”

 * * *

James Posey isn’t even from 
Portland. 

A native of Indianapolis, an Air Force 
veteran of Vietnam and a social worker 
turned personnel manager, he took early 
retirement from the U. S. Forest Service 
and bought a dump truck. “My very 
fi rst job was digging out the atrium at 
Emanuel Hospital.”

Right away he noticed how little work 
fell to minority companies. “Nibbling 
around the edges and taking token proj-
ects will do us no good,” Posey insists. 
“We’re already behind.”

After documenting the fact that the 
City consistently fell short of its mi-
nority-contracting goals, Posey began 
sending letters to Mayor Vera Katz. Her 
response—Posey shakes his head to 
recount—was to put his name on a ter-
ror watch list!

In 1997 he sued the Port of Portland 
over the same issue: sidestepping fed-
eral regulations meant to provide jobs 
to minority contractors. His suit won 
him a fi nancial settlement without  get-
ting what he really wanted: a fair shot 
at the work. 

In 2004 Posey ran for mayor, losing 
to Tom Potter. 

In 2006, he turned his efforts to re-
building NAMCO, which had lapsed in 
Portland. That was when he moved their 
meetings to the Elks. Looking around 
him at the dilapidated building, he de-
cided that, precious as it may be as a 
piece of history, it wasn’t good enough to 
represent Black people—and certainly 

not Black people in the construction 
trades. He persuaded NAMCO mem-
bers—35 African American, Hispanic 
and  Asian generals and subs—to fi x 
up the building themselves. 

“I attempted to raise the respect quo-
tient,” he says today. “That’s what that 
building is all about.” But from there, 
he steps back, insisting that all he did 
personally was to grade out the back lot. 
“Even though I got it started, there is 
one lady who is killing herself to make 
it happen: Faye Burch. She’s the one try-
ing to keep everyone’s spirits up.”

Burch’s personal involvement with 

the building predates her NAMCO 
membership: “I can remember going 
there with my mother, Beatrice Gordly, 
in the 1950s,” she says. A photograph 
of her maternal grandmother, Alberta 
Randolph, hung on the wall. 

Burch has managed to impart that 
feeling of personal involvement to peo-
ple who may never have stepped inside 
the Elks until the present work began. 

Burch recruited Bill Hart, one of a very 
few Black architects in Portland, to pro-
vide drawings of the existing structure. 
An “outsider” like Posey, Hart came to 
Portland from Boston 20 years ago and 
has tried to support local African Ameri-
can projects. While the Carleton Hart 

fi rm mostly works with affordable hous-
ing, they have done a feasibility study for 
Black United Fund and are working on 
a new design for Miracles Club on MLK. 
The drawings Hart contributed enabled 
the whole orchestration of subcontrac-
tors who would volunteer their work on 
the Elks lodge. Like everyone else on the 

Billy Webb Quartet (Photo: Oregon Historical Society)

James Posey (Photo: T. Green)

Bill Hart 
(Photo: Carleton Hart Architects)

Faye Burch (Photo: Faye Burch)

Calvin Jackson of CJ Construction 
(Photo: M. Gies)

Williams Avenue Branch YWCA (Photo: Oregon Historical Society)

Continues on page 7
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eliot eateries 
Breakfast/Coff ee/Cafés 
Bridges Café 
2716 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd. 
503-288-4169

Eliot E-Mat Café 
2808 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd. 
503-280-8889 

Goldrush Coffee Bar 
2601 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd.
503-331-5955 

Tiny’s Café
2031 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd.
503-467-4199

Waypost 
3120 N. Williams St. 

Bars/Taverns
820 
820 N. Russell St., 503-284-5518 

Alu
2831 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-ALU-WINE

Bill Ray’s Dive 
2210 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd.

Gotham Tavern
2240 N. Interstate Ave.

McGinns Russell Street Wine Merchants
807 N. Russell St.

McMenamin’s White Eagle Café & Saloon 
836 N. Russell St., 503-282-6810 

Sloan’s Tavern 
36 N. Russell St., 503-287-2262 

Waypost 
3120 N. Williams St. 

Widmer Gasthaus Pub 
929 N. Russell St., 503-281-3333 

Lunch/Dinner 
Café Wonder 
128 N.E. Russell St., 503-493-0371 

Chuck’s Market, J&S Grocery 
2415 N. Williams Ave. 
503-281-6269

Echo
2225 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-460-3246

Mint 
816 N. Russell St., 503-284-5518 

Pizza A Go Go
3240 N. Williams St., 503-335-0300

Popeye’s Famous Fried Chicken 
3120 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd. 
503-281-8455 

Queen of Sheba 
2413 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd. 
503-287-6302 

Russell Street Bar-Be-Que
325 N.E. Russell St., 503-528-8224

Sparky’s Pizza
2434 N.E. MLK Jr Blvd

Toro Bravo
120 NE Russell St.,
503-281-4464

Tropicana Bar Be Cue 
3217 N. Williams Ave. 
503-281-8696 

Venue Cuban Habana and Salsa Bar
2808 N.E. MLK Jr Blvd
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ble for the lights. Both work for Afford-
able Electric and both are members of the 
Electrical Workers Minority Caucus.

The electrical system—like everything 
else—got a major overhaul. “Before, it 
wasn’t unusual for the Elks to turn on 
two pieces of equipment—say the air 
conditioner and the television—only to 
have the lights blow,” Posey explains.

From Tualatin, a “guest client”—Dish-
man’s name for people who patronize 
the bar but don’t belong to the Elks—
came to donate uncountable hours of 
demolition.

Meanwhile, well-known Black con-
tractor Calvin Jackson, owner of CJ Jack-
son Construction, has been there every 

ELKS LODGE, from page 5

project, Hart has a high regard for Burch. 
“I have to give her a lot of credit, both 
for her energy and her integrity in bring-
ing people together.” (This is Hart’s code 
for not playing favorites.) “Faye wanted 
to clearly demonstrate a model for how 
people could work together.”

The club remained open while exterior 
work was going on last summer. The 
fi rst order of business was the new roof, 
provided by Kaleidoscope Construc-
tion. “They are a Russian-and- Ethiopi-
an-owned business,” says bar manager 
Jennifer Dishman, excited by the ethnic 
diversity at work on this project. 

When the boards over the windows 
were popped off and the cedar shin-

gles—years ago painted white -- were re-
placed, suddenly the building looked like 
the original photos from the 1920s.

Then work began inside and the lodge 
had to close. Since it is such an important 
hub, especially for Black seniors, every-
one is anxious for them to once again 
have a place to go. And besides that, the 
African American Men’s Club, the Ar-
kansas Club, and the Elks themselves are 
now homeless while the work proceeds. 
But choreographing so many people, all 
of them volunteer, is not easy, and the 
project has found its own pace.

On any given day, Faye Burch is on the 
phone. She has the responsibility of par-
celing out the $50,000 that PDC chipped 
in, money earmarked for materials and 
supplies that NAMCO members can’t 
otherwise pony up. She has also asked 
lumber companies and other vendors for 
contributions. As she takes a call from a 
contractor putting in the new furnaces 
(Northwest Natural donated four new 
energy-effi cient gas furnaces that will 
permit them to heat the building in 
separate zones), she notices someone else 
is texting her saying, “I can put up the 
doors for you.”

From Gresham came Viktor Vakar-
chuk, a young Ukrainian man in the 
U.S. since 2001, to put the nine new wall 
sconces in the social hall on dimmer 
switches, working alongside Portlander 
Ricky Booker who was running MC ca-

Here for you...
every day.

Here for you...
every day.

It’s 10:18 a.m. on a Wednesday and the Oregon Burn Center

staff at Legacy Emanuel Hospital is doing what no one else

in the region can do—care for burn patients.

The only unit of its kind between Seattle and Sacramento,

the Burn Center is just one of the outstanding services at

Emanuel, a leader for intensive and critical care. Emanuel also

features leading doctors for trauma, heart, surgery, cancer,

high-risk births, pediatrics and more.

Here for you, every day.

Region’s only burn center

www.legacyhealth.org

To find a doctor, 
503-335-3500

2801 N. Gantenbein
Portland, Oregon, 97227

503-413-2200

Legacy Health System, a nonprofit organization, includes Emanuel Hospital & Health Center, Emanuel Children’s Hospital, Good Samaritan Hospital & Medical Center, Meridian Park Hospital,
Mount Hood Medical Center, Salmon Creek Hospital, Legacy Clinics and CareMark/Managed HealthCare Northwest PPO. © 2007

Legacy Emanuel Hospital

Ricky Booker of Affordable Electric
(Photo: M. Gies)

Exalted Daughter Ruler Melva Holmes 
(Photo: M. Holmes)

single weekend to volunteer.

These—and many more too numerous 
to name in this article—are the people 
whom  NAMCO and the Elks hope to 
honor at a grand opening one day soon. 
They want music playing when people 
walk through the door at 6 North Til-
lamook and see the new gas fi replace in 
the bar, the ADA bathroom on the main 
fl oor, and the handicapped ramp on the 
southwest corner of the building lead-
ing to the Social Hall. Because there’s a 
groundswell of gratitude for all the peo-
ple who made this possible.

NAMCO also wants the general pub-
lic to see the miracle they’ve pulled off. 
Just inside the foyer, visitors will fi nd 
an antique bronze drinking fountain 
(formerly hidden from view inside an 
add-on cloakroom), and above it the 
original 1935 bronze plaque of apprecia-
tion to Mrs. C. E. Collins, who paid for 
the original building, “From the Negro 
Citizens of Portland.”

The Billy Webb Elks Lodge #1050 has 
always been open to guests. As Melva 
Holmes, Exalted Daughter Ruler, best 
puts it: “The book is right there for visi-
tors to sign. All we do is ask the gentle-
men to please remove their hats.”
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COLLINS, from page 1

in Toledo, Washington, is named 
after her.

In 1918, after having purchased 
forests in California and Oregon, 
E. S. Collins moved his family to 
Portland, where his wife dedicated 
herself to Goodwill Industries, Wil-
lamette University and Camp Fire. 

For the downtown YWCA, then 
located at SW Taylor and Broadway, 
Mary Collins served on the Board 
of Directors and chaired the Com-
mittee of Color. She made a gift, 
originally anonymous, of $12,000 
to replace the portable structure 
that served as the Williams Av-
enue branch with a permanent 
building.

Widowed at the age of 68, Mary 
Collins continued her philanthrop-
ic work. She founded the Collins 
Foundation in 1947 and served as a 
director. In 1961, she was honored 
by the Conference of Christians 
and Jews with their Brotherhood 
Award for her outstanding leader-

ship in promoting goodwill and 
understanding in the community. 
When she died, in 1972, she was 
100 years old. 

Miss Collins, as Evelyn Collins 
(1913–2000) was always known 
in Eliot, was raised on her family’s 
farm in Milton Freewater, Oregon. 
After working brief ly as a mission-
ary in Washington, D.C. youth 
camps, she moved to Portland, 
where she earned a teaching de-
gree at Cascade Christian College 
(defunct since 1969, and not to be 
confused with Cascade College, 
the Portland branch of Oklahoma 
Christian University). 

She taught brief ly at a school near 
Salem and served as pastor of the 
Hoyt Street Methodist Church be-
fore finding her true vocation in af-
fordable Christian daycare to help 
working mothers. 

Together with her own mother, 
Miss Collins started a daycare center 
on Rodney Avenue, and within two 
years it outgrew its space. In 1956, 
she purchased the old Hibernian 
Hall at 128 NE Russell (today the 
Wonder Ballroom) and re-opened 
the daycare there the following 
year.

When her mother died, in 1970, 
Miss Collins gave the center a new 
name—the Grace Collins Memorial 
Daycare—and continued the min-
istry on her own, working 13-hour 
days with latchkey kids, meanwhile 
raising the money to keep the pro-
gram going. 

She received numerous communi-
ty service awards over the years, in-
cluding KOIN-TV’s Jefferson Award, 
and the Humanitarian Award from 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority.

Miss Collins is widely remem-
bered by people of all ages in El-
iot—by the parents who were able to 
work, knowing their children were 
in safe hands, by kids who attended 
the daycare and by teenagers whom 
she encouraged to use the build-
ing’s gymnasium—Bible stories and 
snacks included.

“She cared about some kids that 
others threw away,” says Ralph Da-
vis, who remembers with gratitude 
the basketball court and Bible study 
she provided. “Being a white person, 
it was unheard of what she did in the 
Black community.”

Ralph’s wife, the former LaVerne 
Hudson, managed the daycare dur-
ing the last years before Miss Collins 
death in 2000. LaVerne, like many of 
the other “Collins kids,” sometimes 
gets a catch in her voice when speak-
ing about Miss Collins. “She was an 
angel in our midst,” LaVerne says, 
and she looks away.

T he Eliot neighborhood may soon 
be losing a historic home at 216 
NE Tillamook. A demolition 

permit was fi led by the company who 
purchased it two years ago but the city 
required a 120-day demolition delay on 
the house due to the fact that it is inside 
a historic zone and the age of the house. 
The delay is designed to provide some 
opportunity for someone to move the 
house to another location and restore 
it. Fortunately for the house, the own-
ing fi rm who planned a condominium 
development on the site had fi nancial 
problems and the property entered 
foreclosure recently. On the outside, 
the house does not look like much due 
to neglected maintenance for years and 
aluminum siding applied about 30 years 
ago. It is likely that the original siding 
remains underneath in good shape. The 
house has charm with a simple bay win-
dow in front. Two colorful stained-glass 
windows of note were stolen last year 
from the transom over the front door 

and the upper window sash in the front 
living room. These windows may have 
been added to the house in the early 
1890s and made by the Povey Brothers 
Art Glass Company here in Portland. 
Most of the Victorian-era millwork re-
mains intact inside around doors and 
windows. The picture moulding railing 
below the ceiling in the front rooms 
has decorative patterns embossed into 
the wood. This is what people used to 
hang pictures from avoiding nails in 
the plaster.

In 1883, Andrew J. Rockafellow, an 
early Albina area building contractor, 
built this home for his family. He was 
born in Illinois in 1833 and worked his 
way to Albina around 1880. This was 
one of the fi rst houses built on this block 
and the oldest dwelling surviving today. 
Sometime around 1890, Mr. Rockafel-
low added on to the rear of the house. A 
round bay window was also added to the 
back of the house for a good panoramic 
view of the large backyard. In 1906, 
he was a widower, and moved into the 
home of his son-in-law in Rainier, Ore-

gon and sold this house to Mrs. T. Smith 
St Claire. She was one of the earliest Af-
rican-American businesswomen in the 
Portland area representing a signifi cant 
minority at that time. Since the 1890s, 
she managed the Arcadia Saloon and 
Club at NW 2nd & Everett. It is likely 
she lived in this home but was not listed 
in directories, as women and minorities 
were usually not posted. During the 
1910s & ‘20s, the house was the resi-
dence of Edward & Ida Freeman, also 
early African-American arrivals to the 
neighborhood. They opened and oper-
ated Freeman’s Second Hand Goods. 
This early thrift store was successful 
and remained on Martin Luther King Jr. 
Blvd. for many years. They were grand-
parents to Judge Clifford Freeman, who 
passed away recently.

 At the present time, this house has 
fallen into disrepair but could be re-
stored as some original integrity re-
mains intact. It is likely that it can be 
purchased for a very reasonable price 

and hoped that the house is purchased 
by owners who will do a restoration as 
it is a signifi cant piece of cultural his-
tory that can never be replaced. It is 
on a block dominated by single-family 
residences. Its cultural history makes it 
eligible for the National Register of His-
toric Places and restoration would yield 
signifi cant tax breaks for 15 years to the 
new owners.

This is another excerpt of the book 
The History of Albina, published by 
the author. The book is 248 pages with 
500 photos and illustrations. It can be 
purchased at Broadway Books at 1714 
NE Broadway and Powell’s Books down-
town plus Refl ections Books and Cof-
feehouse at 446 NE Killingsworth. An 
autographed book can be purchased 
from the author postage paid. Early 
purchases are highly recommended as 
it will be a limited printing. The author 
can be emailed at reroos@juno.com or 
contacted at 503-282-9436.

*Some information from Bosco-Mil-
ligan Foundation studies on African-
American history.

Historic Homes and 
Buildings of Eliot

By Roy E. Roos

216 NE Tillamook

AN 1883 HOUSE ON THE ENDANGERED LIST 

434 N. Tillamook Street
Portland, Oregon 97227

Phone (503) 281-1238 CCB0040364

Miss Collins (Photo: LaVerne Davis)


