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Please Join Us!

New Neighborhood Website
Now there is a website dedicated to the Eliot 
neighborhood. Go to eliotneighborhood.org and 
find information about the Eliot Neighborhood 
Association, the “Eliot Guide”—your resource 
for what is happening in Eliot, history of the 
neighborhood, recent news, and more.

Visit www.eliotneighborhood.org today!

Spring is Here!
Boise-Eliot School Earns 2008 
Celebrating Student Success Award

S tate Schools Superintendent 
Susan Castillo named sixteen 
Oregon public schools that 

have made significant progress in 
closing the achievement gap. The  
announcement was made in April 
at a press conference at Boise-Eliot 
School in Portland.

Each school named for the award 
has demonstrated significant im-
provement in student achievement 
for minority and/or low income 
students. This is the fourth year 
that Castillo has recognized schools 
for the Celebrating School Success 
Awards. This year there are six 
Champion Schools, six Rising Star 
Schools and four Continuing Suc-
cess Schools. The champion schools 
will each receive a $3,000 award and 
the Continuing Success Schools will 
each receive a $1,000 award.

All sixteen schools will receive 
trophies and recognition at the Cel-
ebrating Student Success Banquet 
on May 9 at the Oregon Conven-
tion Center.

“There is a great deal we can learn 
from these schools about the power 
of high expectations, about the im-
portance of strong leadership, and 
about what we can accomplish when 
we keep our eyes on the goal,” Cas-
tillo said. “These awards highlight 
the successes and growth of schools 
from around the state that, despite 
great challenges, are showing us that 
it can be done—we can reduce the 
achievement gap and ensure success 
for all of Oregon’s students.”

Castillo initiated the Celebrating 
Student Success Award in 2004 to 
recognize leadership within Ore-
gon’s K–12 public school system 
and highlight schools that have 
made significant progress toward 
closing the academic achievement 
gap.

Special thanks go to the Portland 
Schools Foundation, whose work 
inspired these awards.

Selected schools made it through a 
“data screen” that identified schools 
where student subpopulations (mi-
nority groups, students with limited 
English, special education students, 
etc) made significant progress com-
pared to the comparison groups 
(white students, English speaking 
students, non-special education, 
etc.). Student cohorts were analyzed 
using data from 2003–04 through 
2006–07. A team reviewed the data 
and examined both school to state 
comparisons and within school com-
parisons. Statewide report card and 
AYP data was also analyzed. Schools 
demonstrating the strongest subpop-
ulation growth (and hence the most 
progress in closing the achievement 
gap) were invited to submit an ap-
plication for further review. A Blue 
Ribbon Panel composed of educators, 
business leaders, and community 
members reviewed the data and the 
applications and made recommenda-
tions to Superintendent Castillo.

The 2008 Celebrating Student Success Champion Schools are:

•  Boise-Eliot School, Portland Public Schools
•  Centennial Elementary, Springfield School District
•  Gilbert Park Elementary, David Douglas School District
•  Grant Community School, Salem-Keizer School District
•  McLoughlin High School, Milton-Freewater Unified School District
•  Merrill Elementary, Klamath County School District

The Educational Credit Management  
Corporation Foundation (ECMC Founda-
tion) is the title sponsor for the banquet.
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elIot moNthlY meetINGS
If  you live or work in Eliot, you are welcome and encouraged to attend the 
monthly meetings of  the Eliot Neighborhood Association, which are held 
the second Monday of  each month at Emanuel Hospital.

It’s a great opportunity to meet your neighbors, stay informed about 
what’s going on in Eliot, help build a stronger community, and have input 
into decisions that may affect you. Also consider joining a committee or 
becoming a board member (we have vacancies).

Emanuel Hospital, 501 N. Graham St., Medical Office Building West  
Conference Room

elIot NeIGhborhood ASSoCIAtIoN
The Eliot Neighborhood Association (ENDA) is a nonprofit corporation 
whose members are the residents and business owners of the Eliot Neigh-
borhood. Its purpose is to inform Eliot residents about issues affecting 
the neighborhood through meetings, newsletters and other activities. 
Members of the neighborhood association must be over 14 years old and 
live, own property, have a business, or represent a nonprofit within the 
neighborhood. The Eliot Neighborhood Association was founded in 1969. 
It is recognized by the City of Portland, is a member of the Northeast 
Coalition of Neighborhoods, Inc., and has representatives on several other 
groups and committees.

2007–2008 eNdA boArd memberS
Chair  Gary Hampton, 503.282.5429, garybhampton@yahoo.com

Vice Chair  Clint Lundmark, clundmark@myrealbox.com

Treasurer  Kirsten Jenkins, 503.515.6633,  
 kirstenjenkins@hotmail.com

Recorder  Julia Peters, Volunteers of  America

Newsletter Editor  Tony Green, 503.221.8202, eliotnews@gmail.com

Eric Aronson, 503.282.4126, earonson@ch2m.com 

Howie Bierbaum, The Wonder Ballroom 
  503.284.8686, howie@wonderballroom.com

Pauline Bradford, 503.287.7138

Brian Fugate
Co-board Members  Matt Gilley and Vickie Walker 
  503.233.0929, gilley67@msn.com or vw63@excite.com

Pete Helzer, Portland Police

Jim Hlava, Cascadia Behavioral Mental Health  
Joan Ivan
Aurora Lora, Harriet Tubman Leadership Academy

Naomi Sacks
Laurie Simpson, 503.280.1005, lauriejane63@hotmail.com

Co-board Members Jennifer and Ryan Wilson
Co-board Members  Chris Yeargers and Marie D’Hulst 
  503.284.4392, cyeargers@yahoo.com or dhulstml@yahoo.com

2007–2008 eNdA lANd uSe CommIttee
Chair  Mike Warwick
  503.417.7555/503.284.7010, mike.warwick@pnl.gov

Vice Chair  Clint Lundmark, clundmark@myrealbox.com

Pauline Bradford, 503.287.7138

Matt Gilley, 503.233.0929, gilley67@msn.com

Gary Hampton, 503.282.5429, garybhampton@yahoo.com 
Kirsten Jenkins, 503.515.6633, kirstenjenkins@hotmail.com

Laurie Simpson, 503.282.1005, lauriejane63@hotmail.com

elIot NeWS is published four times a year by the Eliot Neighborhood 
Association. It is delivered or mailed free of charge to every address in the 
neighborhood. It does not have a ISBN.

Editor: Tony Green, 503.221.8202 • eliotnews@gmail.com 
Layout: Lisa Joy Switalla • 503.460.2558 • ljswitalla@comcast.net
Advertising: eliotnews@gmail.com
Delivery Coordinator: Kirsten Jenkins • 503.515.6633

Rights to articles are retained by the author. Opinions of the authors do not 
necessarily reflect the official positions of  the Eliot Neighborhood Association

Saving and Improving Housing in Eliot 
Neighborhood for 25 Years.

Houses and Apartments for rent. 
(503) 806-3502

BAILEY & WARWICK 

elIot NeWS Ad rAteS

Category Size (h x w) 1x 2x 3x 4x
1/16 page 2.25" x 5"  $ 25  $ 42  $ 63  $ 84 
1/8 page 4.5" x 5"  $ 37  $ 68  $ 97  $ 122 
1/4 page 8.25" x 5"  $ 58  $ 108  $ 154  $ 194 
1/2 page 8.25" x 10.25"  $ 105  $ 195  $ 277  $ 349 
Full page 16.25" x 10.25"  $ 188  $ 353  $ 502  $ 632 

Please make checks out to eliot Neighborhood association and mail to:  
Susan Bailey, 535 N.E. Thompson St., Portland, OR 97212.
Questions? Call Tony Green at 503.221.8202 or email eliotnews@gmail.com

Eliot News has a per issue circulation of 3,000 and is hand-delivered or 
mailed to nearly 100% of the homes and businesses in the Eliot neighbor-
hood. It is also distributed to residents and businesses in surrounding neigh-
borhoods, including Irvington, Sabin and Boise.
Eliot News is an 8-page tabloid (11" x 17") newspaper and is published four 
times a year. Ad deadlines are March 1, June 1, Sept. 1, Dec. 1.

G rowing up in New York, I remember my dad bring me to New York Jets 
games in Shea Stadium.

Shea is in Queens. It is close to LaGuardia Airport, but it’s also close to the 
Flushing neighborhood.

Wikipedia informs me that Flushing is “home to large Chinese, Taiwanese, 
Korean, Filipino, Indian, Hispanic, and African American communities.”

I don’t remember what Flushing was like in the 1970s when my dad and I 
went to see Jets games, but I do remember the routine: drive from Manhattan 
and find a parking space as close to Shea as possible. There was no way my dad 
was going to pay the exorbitant prices to park in the stadium parking lot. We’d 
usually end up in front of somebody’s house and walk a half mile.

At the time, I didn’t think much about the neighborhood or what the people 
who lived there thought about strangers flooding their neighborhood for what 
was then seven home games plus exhibitions (the Jets were crummy and never 
made the play-offs in those days). Then add the 81 home games the Mets played 
in Shea.

So maybe it’s appropriate that I live in Portland’s version of Flushing (at least 
when it comes to major sport team parking issues).

The Portland Trailblazers are popular again, thanks to a talented team of play-
ers who don’t carry guns or hang out in strip clubs.

And when the team is popular, there are lots of people like my dad who do 
not want to pay exorbitant parking prices.

So they park in front of our houses (at least those of us who live between Til-
lamook and Broadway).

Which is fine—as long as they are considerate.

But they are not always considerate. 

Perhaps the most consistent complaint is about parking. It’s not against the 
rules for Blazer fans to take the parking space in front of your house, but it is 
illegal to block your driveway.

So what do you do?

Call the parking enforcement hotline: 503-823-5644.

I have never had to use the hotline, but a parking bureau official told me they 
will respond quickly and either ticket the car or—if a driveway is completely 
blocked—order it towed.

So, go Blazers!

And go Parking Patrol!

Editor’s NoteU By Tony Green
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Around the NeighborhoodB By Mike Warwick

I recently found out that the Irvington 
newsletter has featured a column of the 
same title for years. My apologies to Dick 
Levy, but I’m using this title anyway. 

T his column is for Earth Day. One 
of my pet peeves in land use/
development is how politicians 

and businesses market themselves as 
“green” when they are anything but. Re-
cent articles have extolled the “green” 
virtues of Oregon and Portland. Also, 
several recent housing developments  
in Eliot have made the same claim. The 
combination finally set me off. 

My simple definition of sustaina-
bility is living within your ecological 
means. I am a realist, so I don’t mean 
living off the land literally. I believe in 
the global economy and modernism, 
but impose sustainability responsibili-
ties on it. Following this vision would 
lead to unique economies, cultures, 
and lifestyles within each ecosystem. 
This more or less is where Oregon was 
before WWII, when our economy was 
largely shaped by the agricultural, for-
estry and fishing industries and trade 
in those commodities within a fairly 
limited market area. It led directly to 
the types of wood frame houses we 
currently live in, the location and size 
of our urban areas, our regional trans-
portation networks, and so on. In a 
word, it made Oregon, Portland and 
Eliot what they are today and what we 
find familiar and value in them. Any-
thing calling itself “green” or “sustain-
able” should reinforce these features 
rather than alter them. 

With respect to land use and devel-
opment, I offer these guidelines:

Save the Earth. The State, Metro, 
and Portland have embraced planning 
as a way to preserve land for food, 
forests, and wildlife by concentrat-
ing development in urban areas. In 
Portland and Eliot, this means higher  
density zoning of land that is close-in 
and along transit corridors. No lots in 
Eliot are zoned “single family” despite 
the fact less than half of our housing 
units are still individual homes. In-
stead, out lots are mostly zoned for up 
to 3 units. Developing to that density 
is “green.” Doing otherwise is “waste.” 
The Sacramento Lofts currently un-
der construction and Bill Reed’s proj-
ects maximize density. The Holst 12.5  
development on Knott and 7th didn’t 
even meet the minimum density re-
quirement of 13 units (hence the name 
12.5). That site could have hosted over 
30 units, and probably would have 
looked better if it did. But, Holst still 
bills it as a “green” development.

Save our past. The greenest building 
is one that is reused. Almost all infill 
development in Eliot demolished the 
structures on the site. I am not aware 
of any that even bothered to salvage or 
recycle period woodwork. Instead the 
building and its bit of Eliot’s history 
went to the landfill. I see this as the  
expression of architects egos, and 
developer laziness. But there are  
exceptions. Ben Kaiser’s “tree house” 
development on Stanton preserved the 

houses on the site and added another 
behind. I and other Eliot residents 
have relocated buildings targeted for 
demolition and repurposed them for 
housing in Eliot. This is important 
for several reasons. An older building  
integrates more readily into the histor-
ic fabric of Eliot than a new structure 
does. It also saves the construction 
materials needed to duplicate the same 
unit and reduces landfill waste. That 
said, not every old building should 
be saved. But, it is worth noting that 
roughly 5% of Eliot’s older homes  
were vacant in 2000 (the latest data I 
have) and at risk of demolition or at 
least deterioration.

Save our trees. Almost every in-
fill project in Eliot starts by clearing 
the lot of trees. In many cases these 
trees could be preserved simply by  
reorienting the structures on the lot 
or changing the location of driveways. 
The Sacramento Lofts removed at  
least three mature trees that could have 
been saved. That said, not all trees  
need to be saved. Some are non-na-
tive, others a danger to neighboring 
buildings or unhealthy. 

Save energy. The most common 
measure of “green” buildings is the 
LEED rating system. Unfortunately, it 
values energy efficiency the same as 
using low fume paint. Buildings can 
be made to use almost no energy for 
heating and cooling, but most “green” 
infill projects opt instead for showy 
energy features such as Energy Star 
appliances that are often larger than 
necessary and solar water heaters  
that are a poor match for Oregon and 
Oregonians hot water morning bath-
ing habits. They also tend to rely on 
extensive window area that is not  
oriented to avoid winter heat loss 
or summer overheating because the 
buildings are designed for maximum 
size not minimum energy demand.

Save our neighborhood “feel.” 
Most infill is of a modern design.  
Typically of the “etch a sketch” style 
(so called by me because they consist 
of boxes that could be drawn on an 
etch a sketch). These structures are 
usually 3-story towers that lack the 
features called for in “The 10 Essen-
tials of N/NE Portland Housing.” The 
10 Essentials characterize N/NE hous-
ing by pitched roofs (versus modern 
flat roofs), covered front porches (ver-
sus modern doorways with no porch), 
detached garages or parking (versus 
first floors dedicated to a garage), and 
other details. There is sufficient vari-
ety of housing styles, sizes, and so on 
in Eliot that capable architects should  
be able to match modern designs to 
the current building fabric. Instead, 
it appears they would rather build 
the same design in all neighborhoods  
judging from the variations on the 
MODA and Holst buildings evident 
throughout Portland. The Irvington 
Commons between Knott and Rus-
sell and Irving Townhomes across 
from Irving Park show how dense 
development can be both modern 
and fit in.

Save the rest of the world. 50 
years ago homes were built using local  
materials—be that wood from forests, 
stone from local quarries, or brick in 
treeless regions. A lot of green devel-
opers are using exotic woods import-
ed from someone else’s forests instead  
of using indigenous materials. I don’t 
see what is green about hauling wood 
from a forest 2,000 miles away when 
you can find wood nearby. I also don’t 
trust the “green” credentials of that 
wood, just as I am wary about the 
source of building materials from local 
forests. Best to leave those resources 
where they are for use by the locals for 
their homes and furniture I think.

To shift gears a bit, let’s talk about 
transportation options in a “green” 
world. It should be obvious to every-
one by now that the petroleum age is  
at an end and along with it, the auto  
age as we have known it. Eliot devel-
oped as a streetcar neighborhood. That 
is why a lot of our homes don’t have 
driveways. People didn’t need them. 
The metro region has more transit  
options today than it did then, yet 
most of us have at least one car per 
person and expect our transportation 
infrastructure to accommodate its use 
and parking in front of our home or 
business. While that is a reasonable  
expectation, trying to accommodate 
it in light of the pending end of the 
auto age seems unnecessary to me.  
For context, I am assuming conven-

tional vehicles will be replaced by 
electric or plug-in hybrids within 
10–15 years, at least for daily use. 
These will be smaller than current 
cars and need less space on the road 
and for driveways and parking. The 
high cost of fuel and high “carbon” 
taxes will mean we will mostly use the 
available transit resources, walk, bike, 
and otherwise avoid autos as much as  
possible. Thus, we will have less use  
for roads, bridges, parking strips, and 
so on. If this is the case, then it has 
three implications to me. 

First, we shouldn’t be expanding 
transportation capacity. Adding lanes 
to an interstate bridge to Vancouver 
is unnecessary. Despite claims to the 
contrary, it will increase traffic volume 
on I-5, defeating the goal of reducing 
congestion. For Eliot, that means worse 
air quality since our neighborhood is 
one of the hardest hit with petrochemi-
cal emissions and soot from vehicle ex-
haust wafting over us from I-5. 

Second, expansion isn’t needed for 
trucks either. As diesel prices continue 
to climb, it will become clear that it 
makes more sense to ship goods from 
China to ports in Portland and Seattle 
rather than to Los Angeles and ship-
ping them north in trucks on I-5 as is 
currently the case. If that doesn’t make 
economic sense, then shipping north 
by train will, because that is more  
economical today. But that would hurt 

Continues on page 6

Active Listings	 Bed	 Bath	 Sq	Ft	 Price
325	NE	Graham	 2	 1	 1,065	 $324,000
2645	NE	7th	 2	 2.1	 1,312	 $329,900
54	NE	Sacramento	 2	 1	 2,569	 $330,000
628	NE	Knott	 2	 1	 1,285	 $349,900
325	NE	Graham	 2	 1	 1,190	 $355,000
632	NE	Russell	 4	 2.1	 3,356	 $495,000
325	NE	Graham	 3	 2	 1,797	 $625,000

Pending Listings	 Bed	 Bath	 Sq	Ft	 Price

528	NE	Russell	 2	 1	 1,128	 $244,000
640	NE	Knott	 2	 2.1	 1,209	 $299,000

Sold Listings	 Bed	 Bath	 Sq	Ft	 Price
2737	NE	7th	 2	 2	 1,302	 $290,000
427	NE	Monroe	 3	 1.1	 2,242	 $315,000
2403	NE	7th						 4	 2.1	 2,397	 $424,900
56	NE	Fargo							 4	 2	 3,541	 $589,000
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I t’s Saturday night. Armed with a 
belly full of brown rice and a wad 
of cash, I embark with a compan-

ion on an obscure “Evening in Eliot.” 
Our goal is to explore a few places that 
we have been curious about, but never 
got around to going to. We weren’t 
sure if we were even allowed to go into 
one of our destinations.

We weren’t allowed into our first 
stop, Sloan’s, which is located on the 
corner of Russell and Vancouver. Its 
a place I’ve driven by a million times. 
Cleverly decorated with a sawed off 
semi-truck, it’s difficult to miss. Yet 
for some reason, I’ve never stopped. I’d 
always imagined the bar full of  older 
men in striped engineer hats who 
stumbled over from the model train 
museum across the street. They’re a 
fairly unassuming clientele that, ex-
cept for an occasional nod, tend to 
keep to themselves.

We had no problem finding parking, 
but noticed that it looked ominously 
dark for 9 p.m. on a Saturday. Alas, 
it was CLOSED—Denied right out 
of the gate. No hours posted. No ex-
planation. No model-train engineers! 
Must be a day-drinking crowd. I can 
work with that another day.

Determined to succeed and ready 
for a drink, we hopped back into the 
car and proceeded to the Elk’s Lodge 

An Evening in Eliot By Polly Bangs

on Tillamook and Williams. We  
approached the large white, and some-
what dilapidated building. It, too,  
appeared dark. But, when we spot-
ted a large red OPEN sign perched at 
the top of the stairs, we both let out a 
gleeful whoop.

It was open, but open to us? We 
didn’t know any secret handshakes, 
but rang the bell as directed by the 
hand-written sign. A middle-aged, 
petite woman looked surprised to see 
us, but opened the door and offered 
us a smile as we entered. Inside sat 
about seven jovial people lounging 
on couches in front of a big screen 
TV. The bar had a good amount of li-
quor to choose from as well as bottled 
beer. I made a mental note right away  
after spotting the “profanity jar” full of 
money behind our bartender. Above 
the profanity jar hung a photo of  
thirteen distinguished women wear-
ing the same regal black and white fur 
cape. We ordered a couple of bottles of 
beer from Jennifer Dishman, our once 
greeter and now bartender. She no-
ticed we were looking at the pictures 
and pointed out that she was Queen of 
the Elk’s Lodge in 1995 and that she 
and her daughter had made history 
as the first mother-daughter queens 
when her daughter was crowned a 
few years ago.

The place felt good. The heat was 
cranked and the crowd was friendly. I 
checked out the jukebox and promised 
the crowd watching TV that I wouldn’t 
put any music on. They encouraged me 
to play some songs. The jukebox had  
a great selection from Little Milton to  
Al Green. My friend put in a couple 
bucks and we played some songs.

We wandered to the other side of 
the lodge with our beers to discover 
an awesome dance hall with hard-
wood floors, a raised stage and ban-
quet tables. The vaulted ceiling gave 
off and impressive echo, but it wasn’t 
daunting.

As our songs and beers finished up 
at remarkably the same time, we said 
our thanks and good-byes. Jennifer 
invited us back any time and with-
out lying we told her we would see 
her soon.

Our last stop was the Dunes, which, 
I have to admit, I have never been 
to either sober or before 1 am. I can 
recall two things: One is a rocking, 
“old-school” jukebox with real 45s 
and very stable tables for dancing!  
The other is that it has no sign on 
the door, which turned my first few 
drunken visits into a kind of one-
eyed treasure hunt. But for the “map-
quester”, it’s located at 1909 NE MLK 
Jr. Blvd. next to the Dirty Little Secret 
hair salon.

So this time, walking into the 
dimmer than dimly lit room was  
enlightening. As usual, the always 

friendly and forgiving owner, Mark, 
was stationed behind the long bar. DJ 
Tre Slim was doing his thing in be-
tween his i-book and the laser-light 
show. The 21-ish crowd was rhythmi-
cally moving their heads to the beats. 
We joined right in, simply because it 
was too loud not to. We screamed our  
orders at Mark who knowingly nod-
ded and served us two very full 
shots—a real talent. The chalkboard 
behind him is a little worldly and a 
little suspect, claiming menu items 
such as pizza, quiche, soup, tamales 
and calzone. With no apparent kitch-
en in sight, we opted out.

The Dunes, opened for a few years 
now, is smartly nestled between no 
businesses open in the evening. The 
nearest business is the gas station 
across four lanes of MLK Jr Blvd. So 
it makes sense that this place can be 
louder, longer and later. It’s important 
to note that there are not always DJs 
in there, they’ve also had some great 
acts play like Pink Mountain Top and 
Glass Candy. A great place to feel like 
you’re part of a little club that doesn’t 
need such a brazen announcement 
like a silly old sign!

As we finish up our drinks and 
thank our lovely host, I realize that  
the Dunes is not just a great place for 
last-call, but also, if you’re in the mood, 
a pretty fun hang. My companion and 
I made our way to our party, but will 
probably be stopping back into the 
Dunes sooner than we think!

Shop our Flagship Store at
3964 N Mississippi Avenue
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elIot eAterIeS 
Breakfast/Coffee/Cafés 
Bridges Café 
2716 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd. 
503-288-4169

Eliot E-Mat Café 
2808 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd. 
503-280-8889 

Goldrush Coffee Bar 
2601 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd.
503-331-5955 

Tiny’s Café
2031 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd.
503-467-4199

Waypost 
3120 N. Williams St. 

Bars/Taverns
820 
820 N. Russell St., 503-284-5518 

Alu
2831 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-ALU-WINE

Bill Ray’s Dive 
2210 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd.

Gotham Tavern
2240 N. Interstate Ave.

McGinns Russell Street Wine Merchants
807 N. Russell St.

McMenamin’s White Eagle Café & Saloon 
836 N. Russell St., 503-282-6810 

Sloan’s Tavern 
36 N. Russell St., 503-287-2262 

Waypost 
3120 N. Williams St. 

Widmer Gasthaus Pub 
929 N. Russell St., 503-281-3333 

Lunch/Dinner 
Café Wonder 
128 N.E. Russell St., 503-493-0371  

Chuck’s Market, J&S Grocery 
2415 N. Williams Ave. 
503-281-6269

Echo
2225 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-460-3246

Mint 
816 N. Russell St., 503-284-5518 

Pizza A Go Go
3240 N. Williams St., 503-335-0300

Popeye’s Famous Fried Chicken 
3120 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd. 
503-281-8455 

Queen of Sheba 
2413 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd. 
503-287-6302 

Russell Street Bar-Be-Que
325 N.E. Russell St., 503-528-8224

Sparky’s Pizza
2434 N.E. MLK Jr Blvd

Toro Bravo
120 NE Russell St., 
503-281-4464

Tropicana Bar Be Cue 
3217 N. Williams Ave. 
503-281-8696 

Venue Cuban Habana and Salsa Bar
2808 N.E. MLK Jr Blvd
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AROUND THE NEIGHBORHOOD, from page 3

For nearly seven years, Eliot resi-
dents have wondered about the 
future of the building that housed 

the Cleo-Lilliann Club. At the corner of 
N Williams & Monroe, it was a fixture 
for social gatherings in the neighbor-
hood until closing in 2001. Since that 
time, it has sat vacant—a target for tag-
gers as no real estate deals have been 
worked out between owners and buy-
ers. This fine building at 3037–3041 N 
Williams is one of the last of the many 
commercial buildings that used to line 
the central business district of Albina. 
In spite of its present condition, it  

retains the most integrity of the sur-
viving commercial buildings that line 
the Williams & Vancouver corridor. 
Most of the original buildings in the 
corridor were demolished in the 1970s 
for an expansion of Emanuel Hospital. 
The expansion never took  place and 
today, most of the property is far under 
utilized. The results of this “urban re-
newal gone wrong” were disastrous for 
the Eliot neighborhood both socially 
and economically.

In 1909, owner James H. Rinehart 
hired the building firm of Brooks & 
Downing to construct a two-story  

masonry building for commercial  
retailing downstairs and apartments 
upstairs. William Downing was the 
draftsman/architect and drew up an 
interesting design to harmonize with 
the other elegant commercial build-
ings that lined Williams Avenue along 
a busy streetcar route. Of note in this 
building is a polygonal corner bay  
upstairs giving the dweller an extra 
vantage view up and down the street. 
The masonry contract was given to 
Peter Jeppeson, a Danish-born brick 
mason and cement contractor. He 
came to Portland in 1891 and achieved 
a reputation for excellent work. This 
may explain the good condition of the 
brickwork today with its interesting 
designs of high-temperature fired red 
and blonde bricks on the walls facing 
the streets. Jeppeson lived in a brick 
bungalow he built at 4107 N Albina 
in the Boise neighborhood that was 
listed on the National Register about 
15 years ago. He was responsible for 
masonry work on many fine buildings 
throughout the north and east sides of 
Portland for nearly 40 years.

When the building was completed,  
a grocery store specializing in fresh 
produce became the main tenant and 
was operated by T. H. Crowley, who 
also lived upstairs in the spacious 
apartment on the corner above his 
store. In about 1920, the Elijah Rog-
ers Confectionery & Fruit Company 
opened in the main retail space and 
also started making candy inhouse. 
In 1924, the business was bought out 
by Adah & John Hohenleitner, who 
expanded the candy-making business. 
It must have been a popular hang out 
for the neighborhood children. 

Historic Homes and Buildings of Eliot. By Roy E. Roos

The Rinehart Building,  
a Historic Cultural Landmark

Around 1927, the building was pur-
chased by Joseph and Robert Menefee, 
prominent real estate and insurance 
businessmen in Albina. They set up 
an office in the adjacent retail space, 
which remained open through 1934. 

In the 1940s, the main tenant was 
Rudy’s Tavern & Billiards at the cor-
ner space, operated by African-Ameri-
cans and a popular gathering place. In 
1952, another gathering place called 
Cleo’s Social Club opened in a building 
next door that was torn down in the 
1990s. It was also called Cleo-Lilliann 
Charitable Organization and in 1956, 
they moved the club into the Rinehart 
Building. Soon, they became a notable 
social institution in the neighborhood. 
During the next two decades, the club 
became popular for many Portlanders 
and hosted performances by popular 
African-American artists such as B.B. 
King and George Foreman. 

It is hopeful that the future will bring 
this building back to life. There is a 
pending sale on the building and the 
buyers intend on listing the building 
on the National Register of Historic 
Places. This would give them prop-
erty tax breaks and business tax cred-
its  and a sensitive renovation could 
completed.

This is an excerpt of the book The History 
of Albina, being published by the author. 
It is planned for release in June 2008 and 
will be sold at Broadway Books at 1714 NE 
Broadway and Powell’s Books plus other 
retail outlets in the Eliot and Boise neighbor-
hoods. Roos still seeks old photographs and 
historic stories of the Eliot neighborhood and 
also conducts historic research on homes 
in the Eliot & Boise neighborhoods at very 
reasonable rates. He can be contacted at 
503-282-9436 or reroos@juno.com

the trucking and highway building 
industries who are lobbing for highway 
and bridge construction. 

Third, looking locally, Portland  
cannot maintain the streets it has. New 
taxes are proposed to do so. Rather 
than invest in infrastructure that may 
not be needed today and all of which 
probably won’t be needed in 15–20 
years, the City should simply cede use 
of parking strips to adjacent property 
owners for them to use as they will. 
The City would be responsible just 
for the center of the street for local 

access and access for fire and safety 
equipment. Finally, although off-street 
parking is not a requirement for new 
developments in Eliot currently, per-
haps the City should go further and 
provide an incentive not to provide 
it. The idea being the lack of parking 
will discourage auto ownership, en-
courage transit use and patronage of 
shops and services within walking and  
biking distance and increase reliance 
on services like Zip Car. 

Well, that’s it for this Earth Day.
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N ew recycling roll carts 
are coming to Port-
land neighborhoods 

between May and July. The 
heart of the new system is 
replacing the two yellow re-
cycling bins currently used 
with a single roll cart. All 
material currently placed in 
the yellow bins can be com-
bined in the roll cart, except 
glass. A lid keeps recyclables 
dry and sturdy wheels make the cart 
easy to set out. The carts also are easier 
and safer for trash haulers to collect, 
since mechanized trucks can tip the 
carts into the truck. Glass should be 
placed in one of the remaining yel-
low bins.

Last August the Portland City Coun-
cil adopted the residential portion 
of the Portland Recycles! Plan which  
includes changes that will help people 
recycle more by making it easier and 
more convenient.

Here’s what you need to know:
• Between May and July, you will 

receive your new roll carts (one 
for recycling, one for yard debris) 
and an information packet. 

• Everything you currently recycle 
—paper, cans, cardboard, scrap 
metal, plastic containers—can be 
mixed together in the recycling 
roll cart, except glass. 

• Glass bottles and jars still need to 
be kept ON THE SIDE! You’ll be 
able to use one of your old yellow 
bins, or any rigid container, for 
your glass.

• You’ll be able to recycle some 
plastics at the curb that you 
haven’t previously been able to: 
yogurt-type tubs, plastic buckets 
and rigid plant pots. (Sorry, plastic 
lids and plastic bags still are not 
allowed; these cause problems for 
the recycling processors.)

• The large roll cart has a lid to keep 
your recyclables dry—you may find 

The Urban League of Portland, 
Adult & Senior Services Program 
is excited to announce opportu-

nities for seniors age 60 and up to have 
fun with their peers by going on field 
trips, having lunch, playing games, 
going shopping, watching movies, at-
tending Bible study, volunteering, and 
participating in health and education 
classes every weekday at the Urban 
League Multicultural Senior Center. 
Seniors are healthier and happier when 
they engage in fun activities. 

All of our activities are wheelchair 
accessible and open to those with dis-
abilities and our van will transport 
seniors to and from activities. We also 
offer case management services that 
link seniors to other agencies for trans-
portation, in-home and personal care 

you only need to set your cart out 
for collection every other week.

• In July, your garbage bill will go 
up by about $2.60 a month to 
help pay for the new carts, double 
the yard debris volume and greatly 
expand plastics recycling.

Elements of the Portland 
Recycles! Plan
Faced with a growing waste stream, 
a stalled recycling rate and concerns 
about energy use and global warming, 
the Portland City Council set the fol-
lowing goals for Portland’s waste and 
recycling system:

• Zero growth in the waste stream. 
• Increase the recycling rate to 75 

percent by 2015. 
• Make the whole system more  

sustainable. 
• Reduce toxics and greenhouse 

gases. 

The Office of Sustainable Develop-
ment, working closely with citizens, 
recycling advocates and solid waste 
industry representatives, created the 
Portland Recycles! Plan. New roll carts 
for recycling and yard debris, and the 
addition of more plastics, are included 
in the first phase of the Plan. The Plan 
also calls for using 20 percent biodiesel 
fuel in collection vehicles and installing 
diesel filters to reduce pollution.

Learn more about the Portland  
Recycles! Plan at www.portlandonline.
com/osd

Get ready for Recycling 
Roll Carts services, food and nutrition services, 

respite for caregivers, grandparent sup-
port groups, tax and legal assistance, 
and utility assistance. Most of these 
services are at no cost to seniors.

The purpose of The Urban League 
of Portland, Adult & Senior Services 
Program is to promotes the health, 
well-being, and economic security of 
seniors by providing opportunities and 
services that enable them to live inde-
pendently and safely in their homes for 
as long as possible. 

If you would like to obtain more in-
formation, fliers, cards, or brochures, 
please contact us by calling our in-
formation and assistance line at 503-
280-2632 or Arleta Ward, Activity 
Coordinator at the Senior Center at 
503- 988-5470.

New Senior Activities at 
The Urban League of Portland

A little bit of this

K ids can experience action packed 
camps filled with exciting ac-
tivities this summer at Matt 

Dishman Community Center.  While 
attending they will build cooperation 
confidence and teamwork skills while 
making new friends.

Nanette from Matt Dishman Com-
munity Center announced the Summer 
Camps Schedule.

Courses include:
Course: 267114 
TiTle: Environmental Detectives 

—Going Green 
DaTes: 6/16–6/20 

Course: 267125
TiTle: Summer Survivor Challenge
DaTes: 6/23–6/27 

Course: 267117 
TiTle: Hometown Heroes 
DaTes: 6/30–7/3 

Course: 267120 
TiTle: Gumshoes & Private Eyes 
DaTes: 7/7–7/11 

Course: 267122 
TiTle:  Nature Lovers 
DaTes:  7/14 - 7/18  

Course: 267123
TiTle: Summer Science Safari 
DaTes: 7/21–7/25 

Course: 267124 
TiTle: Animal Adventures 
DaTes: 7/28–8/1 

Course: 267115
TiTle: Olympic Challenge
DaTes: 8/4–8/8 

Course: 267126
TiTle: Beat The Heat
DaTes: 8/11–8/15

For more information visit www.port-
landparks.org or call 503-823-3673. 

Youth Summer Camps        
By Clint Lundmark



El Día de los Muertos
the Mexican feast of the Day of the Dead 

october 24 - November 3, 2008

Study writing in Mexico
ten-day workshop in Papantla, Veracruz

with Portland author Martha gies
– enrollment limited to 10 students – 

$1,200 covers tuition, hotels, meals & museum admissions
 – everything except airfare – 

Traveler’s Mind Writing Workshops 
 For further information:

www.veracruzworkshops.com

O n February 16, Friends of Trees 
held a planting event for the 
Boise, Eliot, Humbolt, King, 

Piedmont, and Overlook neighbor-
hoods. In all 280 trees were planted in 
the 6 neighborhoods—28 trees in Eliot. 
On a bright, crisp Saturday, volun-
teers met at Friends of Trees and 
the Cascadia parking lot along MLK 
at 6:30 am. The morning was per-
fect for coordinating the largest 
Friends of Trees planting of the year.  
Planting crew volunteers—both prop-
erty owners who purchased trees and  
neighbors —arrived around 9 am. 
Neighborhood truck drivers, who vol-
unteered their trucks as well as their 
time, were paired with crew leaders 
to form planting crews. As plant-
ing volunteers arrived they were as-
signed to creatively named crews such 
as “Apple”, “Butterfly” and “Cloud”. 
As the event was being coordinated, 
New Season’s Market provided orange 
juice, bagels, cake, fruit and yogurt for 
the hungry volunteers. Goldrush and 
Starbucks provided coffee.

By Clint Lundmark 

After a few inspiring words from 
Friends of Trees, Sam Adams, and  
the neighborhood coordinators the 
volunteers split up and started the 
bulk of their daily work—planting 
trees. Several media outlets including 
the Portland Tribune, Portland Observ-
er, KGW and KOIN, joined planting 
crews to cover the story. A plant-
ing crew from Eliot made the eve-
ning news on both KGW and KOIN. 
Once finished planting, crews came 
back to the Friends of Trees office 
for lunch. Pizza-a-Go-Go donated 
pizza and Widmer donated beer. 
Many neighbors provided wonderful  
homemade dishes and deserts.

At the end of the day Friends of 
Trees made a difference in sustainabil-
ity, fresh air, livability and also helped 
neighbors get to know each other. 
Eliot and the surrounding neighbor-
hoods are a little bit better places to 
live thanks to Friends of Trees and 
more importantly all the volunteers 
who made it happen.

New Trees in Eliot

Boise-Eliot School parents and neighbors, please join us for the Boise-
Eliot Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) meetings. Find out about what’s 
new at the school and how you can be involved. Childcare is provided.

May 13 • 5:30 p.m • 620 N Fremont, in the school library

Boise-Eliot PTO


