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The Eliot Neighborhood Association Board meets the 
second Monday of each month. General membership 
meetings are held in April and October.

7–9 p.m.
Emanuel Hospital
Medical Office Building West Conference Room
501 N. Graham St.

E very morning, Sundays except-
ed, a man and his dog stand 
outside of the pretty Spanish 

Renaissance Revival building at 216 
NE Knott, waiting for the doors to 
open at 10:00 am.

Originally a library designed by  
Ellis Lawrence in 1912, it now houses 
Title Wave, one of the most unique 
bookshops in Portland, where the 
videos, DVDs, music CDs and books 
retired from the Multnomah County 
Library (MCL) system are sold.

The man on the front porch, rain 
or shine, is Fred Nemo, artist, activist 
and archivist of dissident literature, 
and he is waiting to have a first look 
at the morning’s new inventory.
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Please Join Us!

By Martha Gies

Title Wave:
Out Of Circulation,  
Though Not For Long

Wave as supervisor in 2001. Here he  
delights in working with the vol-
unteers. “The oldest is now 82, 
the youngest would be my son, 
David, 18, who works here on an 
occasional basis. Eight people have 
been here ever since Title Wave first 
opened.”

At any given time, there are usu-
ally four or five people in the rear 
workroom, along with a couple of 
cashiers on the floor. In the back, 
volunteers will begin by unloading 
a bin of incoming books and check 
them for damage. Since everything 
that is withdraw from MCL is fun-
neled through Title Wave, they must 
decide whether an item is in good 
enough condition to be resold or 
whether it gets recycled.

New Neighborhood Website
Now there is a website dedicated to the Eliot 
neighborhood. Go to eliotneighborhood.org and 
find information about the Eliot Neighborhood 
Association, the “Eliot Guide”—your resource 
for what is happening in Eliot, history of the 
neighborhood, recent news, and more.

Visit www.eliotneighborhood.org today!

The dog, Betty, a white-and-tan 
pointer-terrier mix, waits outside 
while Fred shops. “They sell beef-
sticks at the counter and I always 
bring her one,” Fred says. In fact, 
they also sell coffee, tea, soft drinks 
and assorted sweet and savory 
snacks, but it’s the beefsticks Betty 
likes best.

What Fred likes best is the abso-
lute surprise of what could show up 
on the truck—the wheeled cart vol-
unteers use to shelve books—though 
like Betty, his taste is specific: he was 
scouting for 20th century literature, 
especially poetry, when he first be-
gan his visits ten years ago. In the 
last decade Fred has bought six or 
seven thousand books from Title 

Wave, and his shopping 
has expanded to include 
art criticism, photography, 
blues and jazz. 

 “I am interested in the 
quality of the literature 
and the art,” Fred insists. 
How important is the con-
dition of a book? “Zilch!” 
Fred shoots back. On this 

subject, he points out that serious 
collectors are uninterested in retired 
library books, because of the library 
markings and the usage. “I think 
they are more interesting because 
Multnomah County readers have 
enjoyed them,” he says with amiable 
defiance.

Title Wave staff are fond of Fred 
and also of Betty, whom they might 
slip outdoors to pet. One or two 
of them—Fred refuses to name 
names—will even let Betty get as 
far as the tiny vestibule on a wet or 
snowy day; especially if supervisor 
Rod Richards is gone. Not that Rod 
is a heartless man; but his job, as 
the only paid staffer, is precisely 
to bring order to a project that is a 
labor of love for the dozens of vol-
unteers who have run Title Wave 
since it first opened, in 1988.

Rod, whose list of jobs reads like 
the back of a book jacket—lumber 
mill, bakery, bookstore, baseball 
cards, cook, plus a stint in the 
Navy—has a degree in advertising 
and marketing. He started with MCL 
as a clerk at the Woodstock branch 
in 1998 and moved over to Title 

Continues on page 6

“I just want to go there 
(Title Wave) more often than 
we do… I like getting books 
cause I like reading.” 
— Lulu Green, 4th-grader at Winterhaven

“ I am interested 
in the quality of 
the literature and 
the art.” 
— Fred Nemo
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elIoT moNThlY meeTINgS
If  you live or work in Eliot, you are welcome and encouraged to attend the 
monthly meetings of  the Eliot Neighborhood Association, which are held 
the second Monday of  each month at Emanuel Hospital.

It’s a great opportunity to meet your neighbors, stay informed about 
what’s going on in Eliot, help build a stronger community, and have input 
into decisions that may affect you. Also consider joining a committee or 
becoming a board member (we have vacancies).

Emanuel Hospital, 501 N. Graham St., Medical Office Building West  
Conference Room

elIoT NeIghborhood ASSoCIATIoN
The Eliot Neighborhood Association (ENDA) is a nonprofit corporation 
whose members are the residents and business owners of the Eliot Neigh-
borhood. Its purpose is to inform Eliot residents about issues affecting 
the neighborhood through meetings, newsletters and other activities. 
Members of the neighborhood association must be over 14 years old and 
live, own property, have a business, or represent a nonprofit within the 
neighborhood. The Eliot Neighborhood Association was founded in 1969. 
It is recognized by the City of Portland, is a member of the Northeast 
Coalition of Neighborhoods, Inc., and has representatives on several other 
groups and committees.

2007–2008 eNdA boArd memberS
Chair  Gary Hampton, 503.282.5429, garybhampton@yahoo.com

Vice Chair  Clint Lundmark, clundmark@myrealbox.com

Treasurer  Carol Kennedy, 503.331.1312, carolkennedy1@juno.com

Recorder  Julia Peters, Volunteers of  America

Newsletter Editor  Tony Green, 503.221.8202, eliotnews@gmail.com

Eric Aronson, 503.282.4126, earonson@ch2m.com 

Howie Bierbaum, The Wonder Ballroom 
  503.284.8686, howie@wonderballroom.com

Pauline Bradford, 503.287.7138

Brian Fugate
Co-board Members  Matt Gilley and Vickie Walker 
  503.233.0929, gilley67@msn.com or vw63@excite.com

Pete Helzer, Portland Police

Jim Hlava, Cascadia Behavioral Mental Health  
Joan Ivan
Kirsten Jenkins, 503.515.6633, kirstenjenkins@hotmail.com

Aurora Lora, Harriet Tubman Leadership Academy

Naomi Sacks
Laurie Simpson, 503.280.1005, lauriejane63@hotmail.com

Co-board Members Jennifer and Ryan Wilson
Co-board Members  Chris Yeargers and Marie D’Hulst 
  503.284.4392, cyeargers@yahoo.com or dhulstml@yahoo.com

2007–2008 eNdA lANd uSe CommITTee
Chair  Mike Warwick
  503.417.7555/503.284.7010, mike.warwick@pnl.gov

Vice Chair  Clint Lundmark, clundmark@myrealbox.com

Pauline Bradford, 503.287.7138

Matt Gilley, 503.233.0929, gilley67@msn.com

Gary Hampton, 503.282.5429, garybhampton@yahoo.com 
Kirsten Jenkins, 503.515.6633, kirstenjenkins@hotmail.com

Laurie Simpson, 503.282.1005, lauriejane63@hotmail.com

elIoT NeWS is published four times a year by the Eliot Neighborhood 
Association. It is delivered or mailed free of charge to every address in the 
neighborhood. It does not have a ISBN.

Editor: Tony Green, 503.221.8202 • eliotnews@gmail.com 
Layout: Lisa Joy Switalla • 503.460.2558 • ljswitalla@comcast.net
Advertising: eliotnews@gmail.com
Delivery Coordinator: Kirsten Jenkins • 503.515.6633

Rights to articles are retained by the author. Opinions of the authors do not 
necessarily reflect the official positions of  the Eliot Neighborhood Association

Save time, raise money!
Donate your empty  
bottles and cans to 
Volunteers of America
By Clint Lundmark  

D on’t want to deal with the 
hassle of returning cans 
and bottles to the store? 

Want to support local teens toward 
higher education? Now, you can do 
both! Volunteers of America is now 
accepting cans and bottles to be 
used toward a scholarship fund.

The money collected from the 
cans and bottles will go to the 
Al Forthan Memorial Recovery 
Scholarship Fund. The scholarship honors Al Forthan, the first alumnus to work 
at the Men’s Residential Center. This year VOA will be awarding three $1,000 
scholarships—one to a Jefferson senior, one to a Centennial senior, and one to a 
senior from the other Portland Public high schools. The scholarship honors the 
amazing work that Al did. It encourages students to explore both how addiction 
has impacted our communities and schools and possible solutions.

To participate, drop off clean cans and bottles at the Volunteers of America 
(VOA) Men’s Residential Center at 2318 NE MLK Jr. Blvd between Sacramento 
and Brazee. VOA cannot accept “Store Brand” labels or cans that are smashed 
or flattened. The office is open 24 hours a day.

Call Julia at 503-802-0299 for more information. •

elIoT NeWS Ad rATeS

Category Size (h x w) 1x 2x 3x 4x
1/16 page 2.25" x 5"  $ 25  $ 42  $ 63  $ 84 
1/8 page 4.5" x 5"  $ 37  $ 68  $ 97  $ 122 
1/4 page 8.25" x 5"  $ 58  $ 108  $ 154  $ 194 
1/2 page 8.25" x 10.25"  $ 105  $ 195  $ 277  $ 349 
Full page 16.25" x 10.25"  $ 188  $ 353  $ 502  $ 632 

Please make checks out to eliot Neighborhood association and mail to:  
Susan Bailey, 535 N.E. Thompson St., Portland, OR 97212.
Questions? Call Tony Green at 503.221.8202 or email eliotnews@gmail.com

Eliot News has a per issue circulation of 3,000 and is hand-delivered or 
mailed to nearly 100% of the homes and businesses in the Eliot neighbor-
hood. It is also distributed to residents and businesses in surrounding neigh-
borhoods, including Irvington, Sabin and Boise.
Eliot News is an 8-page tabloid (11" x 17") newspaper and is published four 
times a year. Ad deadlines are March 1, June 1, Sept. 1, Dec. 1.

Did you know?

D awson Park (at N Stanton St & Williams Ave) is named in honor of an 
Episcopal minister, the Rev. John Dawson, who was an advocate of child 
welfare and civic improvement in the 1920s. This space was once a cow 

pasture and then a ball field used by the Immaculate Heart Church and School. 
It was also a frequent stopping place for small circuses and medicine shows. 

The gazebo, added in 1978, features the landmark dome of a business and 
residential building formerly located at N. Williams & Russell, the commercial 
heart of the former city of Albina, which merged with Portland in 1892. The 
dome’s original building and many others 
near it were torn down in the 1970s for a 
proposed expansion of Emanuel Hospital 
that did not take place once Congress 
failed to provide the funding. • 

The Dawson Park gazebo, as seen on it’s original 
building at N. Williams & Russell
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        equity group, inc.

Kirsten Jenkins
503.515.6633

RE/MAX Inc., Realtors
Office: (503) 287-8989

Active Listings Bed Bath Sq Ft Price

204 NE Stanton 3 1.1 1,440 $299,900
78 NE Stanton 3 1.1 2,652 $319,000
427 NE Monroe 3 1.1 2,242 $325,000
103 NE Sacramento 3 2 2,706 $359,900
54 NE Sacramento 2 1 2,569 $365,000
317 NE Sacramento 3 1.1 2,252 $379,000
325 NE Graham (condo) 2 1 1,301 $395,000
126 NE Fargo 3 1 2,072 $399,900
2164 NE 7th 2 3 2,336 $539,000
325 NE Graham (condo) 3 2 2,380 $625,000

Pending Listings Bed Bath Sq Ft Price

3016 N Williams 3 1.1 1,130 $229,000
636 NE Knott (condo) 2 2.1 1,285 $349,000

Sold Listings Bed Bath Sq Ft Price

629 NE Morris 2 1 1,854 $339,900
624 NE Knott (condo) 2 2.1 1,285 $343,000

Kirsten Jenkins’ Real Estate Report

Want to know about:
  Great new capital gains tax laws?
  Current market information on your home?

I know your neighborhood.

XER

Around the NeighborhoodB

Saving and Improving Housing in Eliot 
Neighborhood for 25 Years.

Houses and Apartments for rent. 
(503) 806-3502

BAILEY & WARWICK 

By Mike Warwick

T he real estate slump is hitting 
Eliot, gently so far. Two major 
developments have been put 

on hold for now including The Kaiser 
Group (Ben Kaiser, architect/devel-
oper) projects at Fremont and Van-
couver and the planned development 
on the Wonder Bread site across the 
street. According to both developers, 
they intend to move forward with the 
projects when the market firms up. 
Both are dependent on residential 
condos at present and that market is 
in bad shape in Portland right now 
due to overbuilding and rampant 
speculation by condo buyers. Ben is 
moving forward with construction 
the Fremont Lofts project behind 
Grand Central Baking. This project 
is an innovative live/work project 
with small spaces expected to be 
affordable to “creative” types and to 
attract a large number of them (50 
housing units) to one place to foster 
collaboration. 

Emanuel Hospital has announced 
plans to expand its children’s wing 
and add a large new parking struc-
ture. The expansion follows that of 
other area hospitals and will allow 
the hospital to eliminate shared 
rooms and a small increase in the 
number of beds. The new wing will 
occupy a surface parking lot. Eliot 
and the City implemented a campus 
planning process with the hospital 
years ago. Under terms of this agree-
ment construction on the campus is 
designed to go up rather than out into 
the neighborhood. This proposal is 
consistent with that plan. The new 
building will, however, be the tallest 
on the campus when complete (seven 
stories are proposed). The lost park-
ing will be replaced and additional 
parking provided in a new structure 
located were Morris runs into the 
eastern edge of the campus. The 
structure will be three stories to start 
with the ability to expand to six. At 
present it is expected to look very like 
the last parking structure built two 
blocks further south on Vancouver. 
Construction of the parking facility 
will precede the hospital wing begin-
ning later this year or early next.

Development along the Interstate 
Max line has not met expectations 
thus far, so the City asked Planning 
staff to look at the current zoning 

to stimulate it. Staff held an open 
house in the fall to provide a first 
look to area residents. Gary and I 
both attended separately. However, 
we both came away with the same 
impression, namely there was not a 
lot of support for the proposal. What 
I find interesting is that large areas 
between the freeway and Interstate 
are zoned EX. The EX zone has been 
a boon to development elsewhere as 
it allows just about any kind of light 
industrial, commercial, or residential 
development with few restrictions. 
However this area along Interstate is 

primarily small homes. Homes the 
current residents and neighbors ap-
parently want to preserve. The staff 
plan preserved almost all of that 
zoning and increased zoning density 
elsewhere. My own view is that staff 
should have reduced the allowed 
density in the viable residential areas 
and increased it along the rail line so 
as to focus density and development 
at key stations and intersections. 
The plan was developed under the 
shadow of Measure 37. Now that it 
has been partially lifted, the staff 
may feel they have more freedom to 
“down” zone from EX to a more ap-
propriate, but arguably lower value, 
residential zone. Eliot has argued for 
a similar “re-look” at zoning in Eliot 
as part of the revision of the Central 
City Plan. 

The city has also undertaken a 
comprehensive look at potential new 
streetcar routes. This process is a first 
step to identify possible routes poten-
tially as a way to begin a longer term 
planning effort to designate preferred 
routes and plans to expand the sys-
tem. Two routes through Eliot were 
identified, the Williams/Vancouver 
couplet and MLK. Because they are 
so close together, both would not be 
developed. Preferred routes will be 
designated based on potential devel-
opment that would result from street-
car and neighborhood support for the 
route in addition to how the route fits 

with the overall streetcar circulation 
plan. Of the two Eliot routes, MLK 
probably has greater development  
potential and is better situated to 
attract riders from adjacent neighbor-
hoods give its proximity to Irvington 
and the proximity of light rail to Wil-
liams and Vancouver residents. An 
MLK route also facilitates better con-
nections to PCC and other attractions 
along Alberta and Killingsworth. 
Gary and I also separately attended 
an open house for this process. Gary 
understood staff seemed to favor the 
Williams/Vancouver route over MLK 
because it is a couplet and they are eas-
ier to implement. Routing along MLK 
would likely result in the loss of some 
of the recently replaced parking.

Finally, Central City Concern is 
moving forward with redevelopment 
of the old Ramada Inn at the Rose 
Quarter into workforce housing. At 
least that is what it is supposed to 
be. Recent news articles indicate it is 
being used for a shelter for homeless 
women and is planned to host Hoop-
er Detox. Although there is clearly a 

need for these facilities, this is yet 
another example of Central City and 
the City steering them to Eliot and 
the inner-NNE instead of spreading 

them across the City in a more fair 
manner. It is also another example of 
how once an organization like Cen-
tral City Concern gets a toehold in 
an area, it expands to dominate land 
use in the area. Fortunately, interests 
in Lloyd District are unhappy with 
this project. Unfortunately, the one 
person who probably could influence 
events here, namely Paul Allen, is not 
doing so. •

‘	Development along the 
Interstate Max line has 
not met expectations 
thus far… ’

‘	It is also another 
example of how once 
an organization…gets 
a toehold in an area, it 
expands to dominate 
land use in the area. ’ 
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E liot lost a historic building in October 2007, but to 
the relief of some residents as it had been an eye-
sore in recent years. The two-story wood framed 

structure was at 2240-2248 NE MLK Jr. Blvd. on the 
corner of NE Sacramento St. Over the last 50 years, it 
suffered insensitive alterations and neglect. In its last 
years, structural problems became more apparent as 
the elements took a toll on the exterior. It was the last 
of several turreted Victorian structures that formerly 
lined a busy Union Avenue (MLK Jr. Blvd. today) during 
the 1890s. Under the present ownership, a future new 
mixed use building is planned for the site since it is a 
prime location for retail development.

The building originally was a handsome Queen Anne 
styled commercial structure built in 1897 to house a 
billiards hall and carpet weaving shop. George P. Wall-
ing operated the businesses and lived in an apartment 
upstairs at the corner. The partial turret on the corner 
was unique providing a better vantage view. Walling 
remained in the building until 1906 when he moved 
and the building was sold to new investors who had leased the commercial space 
to a restaurant and two other businesses. 

During the late 1920s, “The Alley Cat” Restaurant was a hip spot in the corner 
unit. The 1929 photo (above) shows the beauty this building once had with the 
original cornices and bay windows upstairs of fish scale shingles. At this time, 
Union Avenue became severely congested due to a double streetcar track and 

increased automobile traffic. It was the 
main artery from Portland to Vancou-
ver since the first Interstate Bridge was 
finished in 1917. 

In 1930, the street was widened 
10 feet on each side affecting every 
building up and down the street. This 
structure was jacked up and moved 
back instead of having the front façade 
cut back. The street widening invest-
ment paid off well as it became busier 
during the 1930s and congested again 
before the close of the decade. In 1940, 
an improved N Interstate Avenue was 
opened as the main thoroughfare to the 
north diverting most of the traffic and 
retail business soon declined on Union 
Avenue over the next several decades.

Around 1931, Davisson’s Bicycle 
& Key Shop opened in the building 
remaining until 1940. Soon, Jim Yow 
Restaurant opened but did not stay 
long. In the late ‘40s, Jackson’s Jew-
elry opened on the corner. By 1960, 

there was LaBells’ Café on the south 
end, Day & Nite TV Sales & Service 
in the middle, and Allied Appliance 
Service Company on the corner, which 
expanded into the middle space by the 
1970s. In the 1980s, the building was 
vacant most of the time. Sometime 
during the 1940s or ‘50s, the building’s 
exterior had stucco applied all over 
diminishing the former architectural 
appeal. Eventually water worked its 
way underneath causing failure. Resto-
ration would have been a great benefit 
to the neighborhood but costly in its 
recent state of disrepair. •

This is another excerpt of the book The 
History of Albina, being published in late 
2007 by the author. Roos still seeks old 
photographs and historic stories of the 
Eliot neighborhood and also conducts 
historic research on homes in the Eliot & 
Boise neighborhoods at very reasonable 
rates. He can be contacted at 503-282-
9436 or reroos@juno.com

Historic Homes and Buildings of Eliot. By Roy E. Roos

Historic Building 
Bites the Dust
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elIoT eATerIeS 
Breakfast/Coffee/Cafés 
Bridges Café 
2716 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-288-4169

Eliot E-Mat Café 
2808 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-280-8889 

Goldrush Coffee Bar 
2601 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
503-331-5955 

Tiny’s Café
2031 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
503-467-4199

Waypost 
3120 N. Williams St. 

Bars/Taverns
820 
820 N. Russell St., 503-284-5518 

Bill Ray’s Dive 
2210 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

Gotham Tavern
2240 N. Interstate Ave.

McGinns Russell Street Wine Merchants
807 N. Russell St.

McMenamin’s White Eagle Café & Saloon 
836 N. Russell St., 503-282-6810 

Sloan’s Tavern 
36 N. Russell St., 503-287-2262 

Waypost 
3120 N. Williams St. 

Widmer Gasthaus Pub 
929 N. Russell St., 503-281-3333 

Lunch/Dinner 
Café Wonder 
128 N.E. Russell St., 503-493-0371  

Chuck’s Market, J&S Grocery 
2415 N. Williams Ave. 
503-281-6269

Echo
2225 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
503-460-3246

Mint 
816 N. Russell St., 503-284-5518 

Pizza A Go Go
3240 N. Williams St., 503-335-0300

Popeye’s Famous Fried Chicken 
3120 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-281-8455 

Queen of Sheba 
2413 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-287-6302 

Russell Street Bar-Be-Que
325 N.E. Russell St., 503-528-8224

Sparky’s Pizza
2434 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr Blvd

Toro Bravo
120 NE Russell St., 
503-281-4464

Tropicana Bar Be Cue 
3217 N. Williams Ave. 
503-281-8696 

Venue Cuban Habana and Salsa Bar
2808 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr Blvd

FH
How’s the food at The Café Wonder or Tiny’s?
Who pulls the best espresso shots in Eliot?
Where is the happiest “Happy Hour” in the neighborhood?
We need reviews for our Local Food Finds column. 
Visit your favorite haunt, write up a review and send  
it to The Eliot News at Eliotnews@gmail.com

Calling all Foodies!
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TiTLE WAVE, from page 1

Rod Richards keeps a special 
bin—he’s not sure what to call it— 
of items too fascinating to let go of. He 
sifts through it: a CD fractured into 
maybe 15 pieces and painstakingly 
scotch taped back together; a dog-
chewed Bill Gates biography; a book on 
polygamy densely annotated in ink; a 
Harry Potter book duct taped together 
on all four sides; a melted plastic VHS 
cover; books with tire tracks and one 
with a circular burn mark the shape 
of an electric stove burner. A copy of 
Binge Eating actually has some bites 
out of it. “Maybe I should call it the 
box of Why-Did-They-Ever-Bother-to- 
Even-Turn-it-In,” Rod says. 

But most items make it to the next 
stage: volunteers stamp the front page 
PURCHASED FROM / Multnomah 
County Library / Title Wave Book-
store, and sort the books into sections 
by Dewey Decimal number for the 
pricing volunteers. 

The week of our interview, vol-
unteers went through 75 incoming 
crates of books. Rod estimates that 
there are about 20,000 titles for sale 
at any given time, with overstock in 
the workroom and unsorted bins on 
the dock and in storage.

“I have 68 volunteers and need ten 
or twelve more,” Rod says. Volunteers 
work as little or as often as they wish: 
once a month, three times a week or 
anything in between. Rod is inter-
ested in recruiting people of all ages 
and is sensitive to differences in what 
someone might consider an ideal as-
signment. “Some people like to do the 
exact same thing, day in and day out,” 
he points out. “Others want variety.” 

One interesting assignment is pric-
ing. Six or eight volunteers price within 
specialty areas, determining whether 
a book will be marked at 20%, 25% 
or 33% of retail price. Even at these 
prices, Title Wave sales put nearly a 
quarter of a million dollars back into 
the library system last year.

Four times a year, Title Wave has a 
big 55%–off sale, and regulars pretty 
much know the dates: the Anniver-
sary Sale on March 26; the Ginour-
mous Sale, always on a Saturday in 
July; Rod’s birthday, September 13; 
and Customer Appreciation Day on 
Thanksgiving Friday. In order to 
keep inventory rotating, Rod recycles 
any item that goes through two of 
these big sales without a buyer.

Title Wave attracts buyers from all 
over the county and beyond. “We 
have a doctor from Lake Oswego who  

comes every Wednesday and Satur-
day. He drives his red Corvette over 
here and loads it up with science 
books and sometimes it’s hard for 
him to get back into the car, it’s so 
full,” Rod marvels. “And we have at 
least two patrons who have had to 
build additional rooms!”

Rod is aware of how much these 
books can help a cash-shy school sys-
tem. “Next week I have three classes 
of fifth graders coming from Duniway 
school,” he points out. “And one el-
ementary school teacher told me she 

got a sub and took the day off to come 
to my birthday sale this year.”

Melissa Marsland is one of the 
many teachers who haunt Title Wave. 
“In 2001, when I began teaching at 
Cleveland High School, I started 
buying Spanish books and audio cas-
settes and videos for the classroom,” 
Melissa says. These purchases—she 
estimates maybe 250 items over her 
first five years of teaching—came out 
of her own pocket. “At Cleveland we 
each got a $75 allowance and I used 
it on supplies.” This school year, she’s 

—Rod Richards, Title Wave Supervisor

 —Melissa Marsland, Roosevelt High 
School teacher, displays some of her 
favorite Title Wave finds.

“ I love that it’s a scavenger 
hunt. You never know what 
you’re going to find. You can’t 
go in there 
with a set 
idea of what 
you want; 
it’s all about 
happen-
stance.”

at Roosevelt High School, teaching 
Spanish and helping other teachers 
use the arts across the curriculum. 
The most ethnically diverse school 
in the Portland Public School system, 
Roosevelt serves students who come 
from homes representing 20 differ-
ent languages. Fortunately, Melissa 
brought her Spanish language re-
sources with her, since there is not 
even the customary $75 available. “At 
Roosevelt, we get nothing.”

To her interview, Melissa brought 
six of her favorite Title Wave trea-

“The oldest (volunteer) is now 82, the 
youngest would be my son, David, 18, 
who works here on an occasional basis. 
Eight people have been here ever since 
Title Wave first opened…” 

“I have 68 volunteers and need ten or 
twelve more.”
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Shop our Flagship Store at
3964 N Mississippi Avenue

sures, three in English (including 
Mexican Papercutting: Simple Techniques 
for Creating Colorful Cut-Paper Projects) 
and three in Spanish (Los cuadernos 
de Juan Rulfo, a 1996 paperback from 
Mexico with plates showing the hand-
writing of Mexico’s beloved novelist; 
the copiously illustrated Veinte años de 
Comic; and the hefty Reader’s Digest 
Spanish edition of the Illustrated Atlas 
of World History). 

“Usually my limit is around eight 
dollars,” Melissa says. “Most of my 
best books I didn’t get at the sale 
because you can’t count on them still 
being there.” But of course she still 
goes to the sales. “Once I was there 
waiting to get in at 8:00 in the morn-
ing on a sale day.

“I love that it’s like a scavenger hunt. 
You never know what you’re going to 
find. You can’t go in there with a set 
idea of what you want; it’s all about 
happenstance. 

“But I feel sometimes that some-
body is not paying attention to the 
long-term historical value of the 
works they get rid of.” She points to 
Contemporary Mexican Artists, a 1937 
volume by Agustín Velásquez Chávez 
that contains thumbnail biographies 
of 25 artists, along with 100 full-
page, black & white reproductions.

“Or I feel like a thief, like I’ve just 
gotten something that is way too 
good.” By way of illustration, she lov-
ingly opens one of the books she’s 
brought, The Bazaar: Markets and 
Merchants of the Islamic World (London, 
1994). “The pictures capture a lot of 
individual aspects of markets. I love 
the fact that the maps also show trade 
routes and how those routes connect 
and integrate cultures, how holy 
places connect with markets. There’s a 
glossary and a chronological table and 
separate chapters on craftsmen work-
ing in metal, glass, wood, leather.”

To ease her anxiety, we went online 
and, sure enough, MCL still has three 
copies of this book in their system.

“We aren’t looking to have every-
thing, everywhere,” says Ty Thomp-
son, Assistant Manager for Collec-
tions and Technical Services, “ just 
that it be somewhere in the system.” 
Ty is head of the team that visits the 
branches—each month a different 
branch—and, working in concert 

434 N. Tillamook Street
Portland, Oregon 97227
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with branch staff, tries to weed the 
collection according to the guidelines 
developed for removal.

“The choices are to keep the book, 
remove the book, or replace the 
book,” Ty says. “The goal being to 
keep each branch’s collection fresh, 
current and appealing. Not so crowd-
ed on the shelf that it’s a chore just 
to pull out a book.” 

The guidelines sound easy but 
quickly get complex. “Let’s say non-
fiction,” Ty explains. “If it’s older 
than a certain date and it’s no longer 
useful, maybe new information has 
come out, we get rid of it. But if it’s 
Northwest history or another field 
like that where the date doesn’t mat-
ter, we keep it. Also, something we 
can’t update or replace, we keep.”

I asked about neglected classics—
say a Goethe novella in English that 
no one has checked out for ten years. 
“We’d probably keep that at Central,” 
Ty replies. (In fact, Central does have 
two copies of Goethe’s collected no-
vellas, and one is checked out.)

Title Wave customer Lulu Green 
spends not one minute worrying 
about the policies of what is or is not 
withdrawn. “I just want to go there 
more often than we do,” she says with 
mild impatience. “I like getting books 
cause I like reading,” explains Lulu, 
who is nine and a fourth grader at 
Winterhaven. 

In fact, Lulu’s appetite for books is 
so enormous that her family has had 
to devise a system to keep her sup-
plied: Lulu and her mother go online 
to choose books from MCL and her 
father picks up her choices at Central 
on his way home from work.

On her most recent visit to Title 
Wave, which is five blocks from her 
house, Lulu selected the Random 
House Book of Ghost Stories, a lavishly 
illustrated hardcover that she was 
thinking to read to her sister Francie, 
who is four. “Francie says she’s going 
to read a book,” Lulu explains, “but 
she just looks at the pictures.”

After a moment, Lulu confides 
that she did not read until she was 
five and a half. “Before that,” Lulu 
recalls, “I’d pretend to read. I’d tell 
my stuffed animals, ‘This is Japanese,’ 
and I’d just make up a language.’” 

But Fred Nemo shares Melissa 
Marsland’s worry that his good luck 
may be the system’s loss. A fan of 
Isaac Asimov’s Lucky Starr series 
when he was a kid, his taste ran to 
science fiction for many years, until 
he discovered Yevgeny Zamyatin’s 
1921 novel, We, a model for both 
Huxley and Orwell. “That launched 
me into Soviet dissident literature,” 
says Fred, who is inclined to choose, 
as his greatest Title Wave treasure, a 
ten-pound volume of Samizdat art 
and writings, entirely in Russian. 

Who could ever get rid of that?

Title Wave is open 10 am–4 pm, 
Monday–Saturday. And lest you 
worry that the Lulus and Melissas 
and Freds of the city are buying up all 
the best books, consider this: if the 
book is already in their collection you 
only need wait for it to come through 
again. And it will. 

There are about 20,000 
titles for sale at any given 
time, with overstock in the 
workroom and unsorted bins 
on the dock and in storage.

While you’re waiting, you might 
consider becoming a volunteer, 
which gives you an inside edge. 
As Rod Richards likes to say, “This 
could be the most expensive volun-
teer opportunity you ever had.”

To volunteer, phone 988-5461 or 
988-5731. •

Portland writer Martha Gies teaches at 
Marylhurst University and at a summer 
writing workshop in Veracruz. The last book 
she bought from Title Wave was A Taste of 
Old Cuba, which has a wonderful recipe 
for the very same carne con papas that 
the boy uses to revive the old fisherman in 
Hemingway’s Old Man and the Sea. 

Boise-Eliot parents and neighbors, 
please join us for the Boise-Eliot 
Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) 
meetings. Find out about what’s new 
at the school and how you can be 
involved. 

Meeting dates: February 12 , 
March 11, April 8, May 13 

Time: 5:30 p.m.
Location: 620 N Fremont, in the 

school library
Childcare is provided.

Boise-Eliot PTO
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O ne Sunday in November the 
Seahawks were not playing 
football. My wife and I were 

shopping, however midway through 
the day I was burned out and she 
continued. With no football to watch 
I needed something to do so I fol-
lowed the signs on the corner of Rus-
sell and MLK to the Columbia Gorge 
Model Railroad Show.

I wasn’t sure what to expect once I 
got inside. Like many kids I had my 
own toy railroad set. I used to con-
nect the track pieces—usually in an 
oval—then place the engine and cars 
on the track. After a while I would fill 
the train cars with stuff or find a way 
to torment the cat. I had one neighbor 
that used a sheet of plywood and made 

a nifty little railroad scene complete 
with buildings, trees and little people. 
I was always jealous of that kid.

After going inside and paying the 
$5 fee for adults I still was not sure 

what was behind the curtain. Then 
I walked in. The “conductor” greeted 
me on the other side and explained 
the layout. The layout is 60 feet by 70 
feet— much larger than a 4 x 8 piece 
of plywood. It is a loose representa-
tion of the Columbia Gorge between 
Portland and Wishram, Washington 
including a rail line “up” the De-
schutes river to Bend.

The first thing I noticed, beyond an 
engine terminal is a fabulous repre-
sentation of the Broadway bridge and 
Union Station. The bridge looks very 
“real.” Union Station is to scale and 
is very detailed. Street cars traverse 
the bridge and stop at Union Station. 
In the distance is Portland Heights 
and across the “Willamette” is Albina 
Yard. Just beyond Albina Yard is a 
working model of the Steel Bridge. 
The bridge goes up and down just 
like the real one.

On the other side, tracks wind up 
hills and mountains and pass through 
small towns. There are several tun-
nels and bridges and a model of the 
Crooked River Bridge.

The tour continues through Trout-
dale where there is a working model 
of coal dumping station and several 
buildings. At the drive-in on a very 
small LCD TV representing the movie 
screen, the “Wizard of Oz” is featured. 
Behind Troutdale is the Operators 

The Columbia Gorge Model Railroad

Platform. There, about six people 
are controlling the trains and other 
mechanics of the model. It obviously 
takes a lot of coordination to make it 
all work—not too much unlike a real 
rail system. Behind the operators are 
the Dalles Yards.

Continuing along the “river” is the 
Logging Branch where there are moun-
tains, bridges, small buildings and 
houses. The engines are smaller so they 
can navigate the steep windy tracks. 
On the other side is the Wishram Yard 
with a very detailed switching yard 
layout. In the distance, though slightly 
out of place, the tracks lead up the De-
schutes River to the Bend Yard.

The scenes are amazing! Based on 
the automobiles and the architecture 
it looks like the model represents the 
1940s or 1950s. The buildings and 
houses have incredible detail. I sus-
pect not every building actually exists 

or existed, but it is very believable 
they could have. The scenes also in-
clude railway crossings, cars, people, 
animals, and vegetation. Like the real 
world, there are traffic accidents and 
a house fire where the emergency 
vehicle’s lights are actually working.

I went near the end of the day and I 
am glad I did. The lights in the room 
adjusted while I was there to represent 
the sunset and eventually nightfall. 
Some details of course are lost in the 
dim lights, but others, like engine 
headlights, working street lights and 
neon signs really stand out.

The show closed in early December. 
But the next time you see the white 
signs with the black letters around 
the neighborhood letting you know 
there is a new show, stop by. It is a 
family-friendly event that will appeal 
to the kid in all of us. •

By Clint Lundmark

‘	The layout is 60 feet 
by 70 feet… It is a 
loose representation of 
the Columbia Gorge 
between Portland and 
Wishram, Wash. ’


