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O n the 4th of July I stopped 
by Tiny’s for lunch. While 
going inside I noticed a word 

written in chalk on the sidewalk. 
After looking a little closer I saw 
chalk on the sidewalk south down 
MLK Jr. Blvd. as far as I could see. Just 
up a block was the end of the chalk 
along with several people writing on 
the sidewalk. I ate lunch outside then 
went to talk with the chalkers. 

I remembered reading something 
about this project in The Oregonian in 
May. The chalk spells out the names 
of the coalition forces that have died 
in the Iraq war. Walking down the 
street reading the names first-hand 
is an overwhelming and somber  
reminder of the reality of the war and 
the impact it has on the world. 

On Memorial Day 2007 at the Fed-
eral Building in downtown Portland 
Nancy Hiss started “The Iraq Names 
Project.” Nancy and other chalkers, 
write the last names of the men and 
women lost to the war in chronologi-
cal order on the sidewalk. 

On July 4th, after over a month, and 
over 2 miles of names, the list came 
into Eliot neighborhood on MLK Jr. 
Blvd. at Broadway and made it north 
just past Tiny’s. The list stopped 
with the name of “Holleyman” who 
was killed August 30, 2004 followed 
by the words “Iraq names project to 
honor the sacrifice.” 

I talked with Nancy about her proj-
ect. By then she had written about 
900 names on Portland sidewalks. 
The average is around 30 names a 
day—but it varies depending on 
time and weather. Weekday chalking 
is usually only an hour or so in the 
morning. On Saturday and Sunday 
Nancy will chalk for 5–6 hours. 

Seeing the list on the 4th of July 
made it seem all the more relevant. As 
most Americans go camping, hiking, 
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Please Join Us!

By Clint LundmarkThe Iraq Names Project

spent a month in our neighborhood 
covering 1.8 miles. We were lucky to 
have her and I hope she enjoyed her 
time in Eliot. The last name I chalked 
in Eliot was “Morgain” a soldier who 
died May 22, 2005.

Most of the names written in Eliot 
have long since disappeared due to 
the rain. However the project is con-
tinuing in nearby neighborhoods. At 
the beginning of September the Iraq 
Names Project was on NE Alberta 
Street near 17th. 

Wherever you stand politically, this 
project will have a positive impact 
on you. It is a reminder of what so 
many people have given up. The Iraq 
Names Project will continue until all 
the names are written. We hope the 
list stops growing soon. If you have 
time, join Nancy and chalk some 
names —you will be glad you did. 

For information visit the website 
http://www.iraqnamesproject.org. •

Note: This article is based on two posts on  
eliotneighborhood.org in the Eliot Guide Blog. 

New Neighborhood Website

Now there is a website dedicated to the Eliot 
neighborhood. Go to eliotneighborhood.org and 
find information about the Eliot Neighborhood 
Association, the “Eliot Guide”—your resource 
for what is happening in Eliot, history of the 
neighborhood, recent news, and more.

Visit www.eliotneighborhood.org today!

boating, swimming, or 
firework watching it 
is easy to forget what 
others and their fami-
lies have given up for 
our country. 

After an out-of-own 
vacation and a busy 
schedule I volunteered 
chalking late July and 
early August. I’m glad 
I found  time—it was 
a rewarding experience.

On July 27 I took the day off work 
and met up with Nancy and her proj-
ect. She was working on NE Monroe 
after circling Dawson Park heading 
back toward MLK. I intended to 
remember the first name I chalked 
but I have since lost track. I doesn’t 
really matter because they are all 
important. What is more important is 
the feeling of being involved in such 
a wonderful project. 

A few days later on Tuesday and 
Thursday I joined Nancy again. By 
then the path of names had crossed 
MLK at NE Fargo and made it to Ir-
ving Park. I was able to add to the list 
of names along NE 7th Street.

On Saturday my family decided to 
join me as I volunteered again. Nancy 
was working on NE Fremont heading 
West toward MLK. Having experi-
ence, I showed my wife the ropes 
and we began. Oscar, our dog, sat by 
and watched intently. One Oregon 
soldier (Oregon names are written 
in white chalk and are followed by 
their age, city and a quote) was in the 
list. “Simpson,” from Ashland, was 24 
years old when he died May 16, 2005. 
“We’re really proud of the sacrifice 
he made” read the quote from his 
family. I wondered what my family 
would have said if it were me. Three 
and half hours later after 51 names 
had been drawn, all of whom died 

in May 2005, we called it 
a day. Nancy continued. 
She does so every day. 

The reaction and inter-
action with people is very 
rewarding. Some honk 
with support in cars as 
they pass by. Some know 
exactly what the names are. Others 
look puzzled trying to figure out 
what the chalkers are doing. Before 
long Nancy will greet every onlooker 
and share with them what the project 
is all about. The feedback is almost 
always positive. Some even stop and 
chalk a name. 

My chalking experience also served 
as a method to meet Eliot neighbors 
and community members. While on 
NE Monroe several neighbors came 
out and helped. While on 7th joggers 
stopped and took a look. Pedestrians 
almost always stop to ask questions. I 
enjoyed my time with Nancy as well. 
While being around her I can feel her 
passion for this project. That passion 
rubs off on those who take the time 
to chalk a name or even spend a few 
minutes talking with her. 

At about 2:30 p.m. on August 4 
the Iraq Names Project left the Eliot 
neighborhood heading north on MLK  
from Fremont. Except for a few days 
and a few blocks along the east side 
of 7th Street, Nancy and her project 
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eliot moNthlY meetiNgS
If  you live or work in Eliot, you are welcome and encouraged to attend the 
monthly meetings of  the Eliot Neighborhood Association, which are held 
the second Monday of  each month at Emanuel Hospital.

It’s a great opportunity to meet your neighbors, stay informed about 
what’s going on in Eliot, help build a stronger community, and have input 
into decisions that may affect you. Also consider joining a committee or 
becoming a board member (we have vacancies).

Emanuel Hospital, 501 N. Graham, Medical Office Building West  
Conference Room

eliot Neighborhood ASSoCiAtioN
The Eliot Neighborhood Association (ENDA) is a nonprofit corporation 
whose members are the residents and business owners of the Eliot Neigh-
borhood. Its purpose is to inform Eliot residents about issues affecting 
the neighborhood through meetings, newsletters and other activities. 
Members of the neighborhood association must be over 14 years old and 
live, own property, have a business, or represent a nonprofit within the 
neighborhood. The Eliot Neighborhood Association was founded in 1969. 
It is recognized by the City of Portland, is a member of the Northeast 
Coalition of Neighborhoods, Inc., and has representatives on several other 
groups and committees.

eNdA boArd memberS
Chair  Gary Hampton, 503.282.5429, garybhampton@yahoo.com

Co Vice Chairs  Chris Bleiler and Jennifer Jako
503.284.6650, jako@teleport.com

Treasurer  Carol Kennedy, 503.331.1312, carolkennedy1@juno.com

Recorder  Naomi Saks

Newsletter Editor  Tony Green, 503-221-8202, eliotnews@gmail.com

Eric Aronson, 503.282.4126, earonson@ch2m.com 

Howie Bierbaum, The Wonder Ballroom 
503.284.8686, howie@wonderballroom.com

Pauline Bradford, 503.287.7138

Co Board Members  Matt Gilley and Vickie Walker
503.233.0929, gilley67@msn.com or vw63@excite.com

Kirsten Jenkins
503.515.6633, kirstenjenkins@hotmail.com

Clint Lundmark, clundmark@myrealbox.com

Jim Shikany, shikanylaw@hotmail.com

Laurie Simpson, 503.280.1005, lauriejane63@hotmail.com

Matt Svybersky, Volunteers of  America, Men’s Residential Center
503.335.8611, msvybersky@voaor.org

Co Board Members  Chris Yeargers and Marie D’Hulst 
503.284.4392, cyeargers@yahoo.com or dhulstml@yahoo.com

eNdA lANd uSe Committee
Chair — Mike Warwick
503.417.7555/503.284.7010, mike.warwick@pnl.gov

Chris Bleiler, 503.998.8806, cbleiler@fixpdx.com

Pauline Bradford, 503.287.7138

Matt Gilley, 503.233.0929, gilley67@msn.com

Gary Hampton, 503.282-5429, garybhampton@yahoo.com 
Kirsten Jenkins, 503.515.6633, kirstenjenkins@hotmail.com

Jason Mershon, 503.330.0922/503.331.2929,  
   jason_ji_1900@yahoo.com 
Laurie Simpson, 503.282.1005, lauriejane63@hotmail.com

eliot NeWS is published four times a year by the Eliot Neighborhood 
Association. It is delivered or mailed free of charge to every address in the 
neighborhood. It does not have a ISBN.

Editor: Tony Green, 503-221-8202 • Eliotnews@gmail.com 
Layout: Lisa J. Switalla • 503-460-2558 • ljswitalla@comcast.net
Advertising: Eliotnews@gmail.com
Delivery Coordinator: Kirsten Jenkins • 503-515-6633

Rights to articles are retained by the author. Opinions of the authors do not 
necessarily reflect the official positions of  the Eliot Neighborhood Association

Editor’s NoteU

L ike many Portlanders, I was thrilled when the Portland Trail Blazers 
lucked out and won the first pick in the NBA draft. It seemed like the 

franchise was poised to turn it around and return to the glory days of the 
late 1980s and early 1990s when the team made it to the NBA finals.

But then I remembered the other side of the Blazers’ success: parking 
difficulties in the lower part of Eliot.

When 20,000 fans used to show up for games on a regular basis, cars 
parked as far north as Thompson Street. The streets to the south—Tillamook, 
San Rafael and Hancock—were jammed. If you didn’t have a driveway, you 
ended up parking several blocks from your house. Sometimes cars parked 
in front of driveways.

One Eliot resident who lived on the corner of Hancock and Rodney moved, 
and I’m pretty certain it was because of the parking.

He led an effort to create a parking permit program where neighborhood 
residents would have a permit for their cars plus a guest pass. 

I have to confess I fought it—at least on Tillamook, where I live.

The Blazers play 41 home games a year, plus a handful of games in the 
pre-season. If the team is good, there are play-off games. Over the course 
of a season, that averages out to about one game per weeknight. 

But the permit program would have been in place every day. City officials 
claimed it would be illegal to enforce it only on game nights. 

To me, it made no sense to live with the hassle of a permit program 6 
days a week in order to guarantee a parking space in front of your house 
1 day a week.

The program’s drawbacks were several: only one guest permit. If a friend 
drove off with the permit, you had to order another one. If you wanted to 
have more than one guest, you had to give the city several days notice and 
they would print you up some. And the program restricted parking all day, 
not just at night.

Tillamook Street—thanks at the urging of me and a like-minded neighbor 
—opted out of the program. Meanwhile, not enough people on San Rafael 
and Hancock voted for it, and the city did not institute it.

Then the Blazers went down hill. 

Now there are not so many sell-outs and not as many complaints.

If the Blazers do, indeed, start playing well and winning games, Eliot will 
face more traffic and parking frustration.

And I will not be surprised if someone starts talking about a parking 
permit program again. •

By Tony Green

eliot NeWS Ad rAteS

Category Size (h x w) 1x 2x 3x 4x
1/16 page 2.25" x 5"  $ 25  $ 42  $ 63  $ 84 
1/8 page 4.5" x 5"  $ 37  $ 68  $ 97  $ 122 
1/4 page 8.25" x 5"  $ 58  $ 108  $ 154  $ 194 
1/2 page 8.25" x 10.25"  $ 105  $ 195  $ 277  $ 349 
Full page 16.25" x 10.25"  $ 188  $ 353  $ 502  $ 632 

Please make checks out to eliot Neighborhood association and mail to:  
Susan Bailey, 535 NE Thompson St., Portland, OR 97212.
Questions? Call Tony Green at 503-221-8202 or email eliotnews@gmail.com

Eliot News has a per issue circulation of 3,000 and is hand-delivered or 
mailed to nearly 100% of the homes and businesses in the Eliot neighbor-
hood. It is also distributed to residents and businesses in surrounding neigh-
borhoods, including Irvington, Sabin and Boise.
Eliot News is an 8-page tabloid (11 x 17) newspaper and is published four 
times a year. Ad deadlines are March 1, June 1, Sept. 1, Dec. 1.

Saving and Improving Housing in Eliot 
Neighborhood for 25 Years.

Houses and Apartments for rent. 
(503) 806-3502

BAILEY & WARWICK 
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        equity group, inc.

Kirsten Jenkins
503.515.6633

RE/MAX Inc., Realtors
Office: (503) 287-8989

Active Listings Bed Bath Sq Ft Price

504 NE San Rafael 3 3 2,828 $305,000
547 NE Knott 2 1.1 1,960 $327,950
317 NE Sacramento 3 1.1 2,252 $389,000
2608 NE 7th 3 2 2,032 $445,900

Pending Listings Bed Bath Sq Ft Price

540 NE Tillamook 2 1 1,904 $309,000

Sold Listings Bed Bath Sq Ft Price

64 NE Fremont 3 2 2,269 $380,000
33 N Monroe 4 2.1 2,839 $479,000
220 NE Ivy 3 2 2,388 $375,000
26 NE Stanton 3 2 2,181 $380,000
203 NE Ivy 3 2 2,355 $380,000
506 NE Ivy 4 2 3,320 $385,000
446 NE Ivy 2 2 2,018 $385,000
201 NE Fargo 4 2 2,411 $397,000
126 NE Thompson 3 1.1 2,340 $398,700
617 NE Morris 4 2 2,990 $415,000
503 NE Thompson 3 2 2,810 $435,000
103 NE Thompson 5 1.1 3,020 $555,000

Kirsten Jenkins’ Real Estate Report

Want to know about:
  Great new capital gains tax laws?
  Current market information on your home?

I know your neighborhood.

XER

Around the NeighborhoodB

Neighborhood Small Grants Program
Portland has announced the second year of the Neighborhood Small Grants 

Program with $206,600 available to neighborhood and community-based 
organizations. Project proposals must address one or more of the following 
guidelines in order to qualify for consideration:

1. Build capacity in Neighborhood Associations and communities within the 
designated District Coalition’s area. 

2.  Build capacity in community-based organizations working with under-
represented populations within the designated District Coalition area. 

3.  Show partnerships between Neighborhood Associations and community-
based organizations within the designated District Coalition area. 

4.  Show partnerships between Neighborhood Associations and under-represented 
organizations and communities within the designated District Coalition area. 

Proposals are due by 4:00 p.m., Thursday, November 1, 2007. 

Please send your completed application to the Northeast Coalition of Neighbor-
hoods, Attn: Dennis LoGiudice, 4815 NE 7th Avenue, Portland, OR 97211. 

Submissions cannot be submitted by email or fax, and must include six (6) 
copies. •  

Multi-craft make-over     
Daniel Duetsch, the new owner of properties at the triangle where Broadway 

and Weidler split spoke to Eliot’s land-use committee May 21 to discuss 
his plans.

The Multi-Craft Plastics building at 222 N. Broadway once hosted the Dude 
Ranch and other legendary African-American jazz clubs.  Duetsch said he intends 
to preserve the buildings, not demolish them. He is largely finished with 1618 
N. Vancouver and is working on 222 N. Broadway.  He has been upgrading the 
wiring, plumbing, and mechanical systems and making some seismic repairs 
so he can rent space to higher value tenants than the previous warehouse uses.  

He would like to attract retail to the ground floor. People who work in the area 
have asked for restaurants. In the short term, Duetsch wants to get the new 
spaces rented out. But in the long run, he said he wants to get the buildings 
listed historically and do some additional work on 222 N Broadway. •

Morning Star Missionary Baptist 
Church (Update)   
The July 6 issue of The Oregonian features an article about fund-raising  

efforts to rebuilding the Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church, which 
was destroyed by fire in February.

Bottom line: the church needs to raise a lot of money.

Unfortunately, the article did not say where to send donations.

Stay tuned. •

Willamette Week article about Eliot
The July 4th issue of Willamette Week has a very interesting article about 

changes in the Eliot and Boise neighborhoods.

The author, Nancy Rommelmann, is a relatively new Portland transplant who 
lives on NE Cook Street between Rodney and Williams. She talks about the 
significant demographic changes she’s seen on her block in just the few years 
since she bought her house. I appreciated her nuanced attitudes about change 
and the wide range of people she quoted.

Coincidentally, the day before Willamette Week published the article, I bicycled 
along that stretch of Cook Street. I noticed two houses next door to each other, 
both porches full of loud, revelers. One group was African-American; the other 
was white. I thought it was a telling snapshot of our changing neighborhood. 

Postscript: Nancy’s article sparked an ugly on-line debate over gentrification. •
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T he Eliot neighborhood is for-
tunate to have several historic 
churches that were started over 

100 years ago. These graceful buildings 
remind us of the community involve-
ment of neighborhood residents of the 
past. Over decades though, congre-
gations and denominations change. 
Sometimes tragedy strikes, such as 
the Morning Star Baptist Church fire 
in February that destroyed both the 
church building and old schoolhouse 
next to it. Fortunately they had insur-
ance and the congregation plans to 
rebuild. Just a few blocks down Rodney 
Avenue, the St. Mark Baptist Church 
at 103 NE Morris stands as another 
example of a long-time neighborhood 
church that has been always involved 
in the community.

This fine church was originally built 
for the Second German Baptist Church 
in 1904. The church congregation was 
founded during the late 1890s and 
originally met in a smaller building 
that stood at the northwest corner of 
MLK (formerly Union Avenue) and 
Knott Streets, now the site of Gladys 
McCoy Memorial Park. In addition to 

spiritual needs, the congregation also 
provided vital services for German 
transplants in the area—English les-
sons, community functions and job 
placement. 

The First German Baptist Church, 
located downtown, was well-estab-
lished when this congregation spun off 
to serve the Albina community. Due to 
fast expansion of the congregation of 
the Second Church, funds were raised 
for a new building at the northeast 
corner of NE Rodney & Morris. Under 
Reverend Frederick Bueermann, a na-
tive of Germany, the church at the new 
location continued to thrive as a mag-
net for residents of German descent. 
In 1904, the church built a parsonage 
next door at 119 NE Morris. 

Before coming to Portland, Pastor 
Bueermann lived in Michigan with his 
family of five children. Tragically, his 
wife died around 1917 and in 1918, the 
family moved to St. Johns where he was 
active in starting the Third German 
Baptist Church on N. Ivanhoe Street.

Reverend Frederick Hoffman took his 
place as pastor of the Second German 

Baptist Church which remained in 
this building until 1938, when it was 
renamed Immanuel Baptist Church. By 
this time, there were lots of changes 
in the congregational makeup but the 
church remained active until 1956.

In 1957, a new congregation named 
Friendship Baptist Church acquired 
the building and by 1960, they were 
named New Jerusalem Baptist Church 
with an African-American makeup. 

In 1964, St. Mark’s Baptist Church 
was established in the building. In 
November 1996, Pastor Robert Kel-
ley began heading the church that 

remains active today. In addition to 
church services held on Sunday and 
Wednesday, they also conduct Strong-
man Ministries in the community, an 
outreach to local men. They always 
welcome anyone from the community 
to visit and get involved. • 

This is another excerpt of the book The 
History of Albina, anticipated for publica-
tion in late 2007. Roy Roos still seeks old 
photographs and historic stories about  
and also conducts historic research on 
homes in the Eliot & Boise neighbor-
hoods at very reasonable rates. He can be 
contacted at 503-282-9436 or reroos@
juno.com

Historic Homes and Buildings of Eliot. By Roy E. Roos

One of our Remaining Historic Churches

103 NE Morris Street, currently St. Mark Baptist Church, on a rare snowy Portland day.

434 N. Tillamook Street
Portland, Oregon 97227

Phone (503) 281-1238 CCB0040364
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eliot eAterieS 

Breakfast/Coffee/Cafés 
Bridges Café 
2716 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-288-4169

Eliot E-Mat Café 
2808 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-280-8889 

Goldrush Coffee Bar 
2601 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
503-331-5955 

Tiny’s Café
2031 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
503-467-4199

Waypost 
3120 N. Williams St. 

Bars/Taverns
820 
820 N. Russell St., 503-284-5518 

Bill Ray’s Dive 
2210 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

McMenamin’s White Eagle Café & Saloon 
836 N. Russell St., 503-282-6810 

Sloan’s Tavern 
36 N. Russell St., 503-287-2262 

Spice 
2808 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

Waypost 
3120 N. Williams St. 

Widmer Gasthaus 
929 N. Russell St., 503-281-3333 

Lunch/Dinner 
Café Wonder 
128 N.E. Russell St. 
503-493-0371  

Chuck’s Market, J&S Grocery 
2415 N. Williams Ave. 
503-281-6269

Echo
2225 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
503-460-3246

Mint 
816 N. Russell St., 503-284-5518 

Pizza A Go Go
3240 N. Williams St.
503-335-0300

Popeye’s Famous Fried Chicken 
3120 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-281-8455 

Queen of Sheba 
2413 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-287-6302 

Russell Street BBQ
325 N.E. Russell St.
503-528-8224

Toro Bravo
120 NE Russell St.
503-281-4464

Tropicana Bar Be Cue 
3217 N. Williams Ave. 
503-281-8696 

FH
How’s the food at The Café Wonder or Tiny’s?
Who pulls the best espresso shots in Eliot?
Where is the happiest “Happy Hour” in the neighborhood?
We need reviews for our Local Food Finds column. 
Visit your favorite haunt, write up a review and send  
it to The Eliot News at Eliotnews@gmail.com

Calling all Foodies!
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O n September 6 the Portland 
City Council ensured that the 
Portland Streetcar will be ex-

tended to the east side, with construc-
tion beginning as early as next year. 
Still to be determined are many details 
about how the new addition will be paid 
for, and who will do the paying.

The route will bring the cars across 
the Broadway Bridge, east along NE 
Weidler to 7th Street, south to NE Ore-
gon Street, west to the Oregon Conven-
tion Center entrance, and south again 
along NE & SE Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard to the Oregon Museum of 
Science and Industry (OMSI). The cars 
would return northward along NE & 
SE Grand Avenue, and westward along 
NE Broadway to the bridge. Eventually 
the cars will cross back to the west 
side via a new bridge somewhere south 
of OMSI shared with a new light rail 
line to Milwaukie. At this point the 
streetcar would provide a continuous 
transportation loop around the inner 
city on both sides of the river.

The cost of the project is estimated 
at slightly less than $147 million. A 
democratic-controlled, transit-friendly 

U.S. Congress seems certain to provide 
$76 million of the cost. Another $3.7 
million in federal funds comes through 
Metro’s Metropolitan Transportation 
Improvement Program (MTIP). $20 
million will come from state lottery 
funds, which are earmarked for con-
struction of the cars to be used on the 
route, and carry a requirement that 
the latter must be built in Oregon. The 
rest, approved by the Council vote, 
includes $6 million from the city’s  
Systems Development Charges pro-
gram, a total of $27 million from three 
urban renewal districts, and a $15 
million Local Improvement District 
assessment on properties within three 
blocks of the route. This last has the 
most obvious and direct development 
impact on the local community.

According to consultant Rick Gus-
tafson, the basic assessment rate is 
$7.50 per thousand dollars valuation. 
There are a series of discounts: 50 per-
cent for properties more than one block 
from the route, 50 percent for owner-
occupied with residential zoning, 
and 33 percent for industrially-zoned 
properties that are within an industrial 

The Portland Streetcar Eastside Extension
sanctuary. Streetcar backers later added 
an exemption for properties zoned R2 
and R1 (low to medium-density multi-
family), most of them in Eliot. Streetcar 
backers such as Michael Powell argue 
that the land near streetcar routes is 
consistently developed more quickly, at 
a higher density, than comparable land 
elsewhere, and it is fair for property 
owners who receive increased value 
for their land to pay part of the cost of 
creating the improvement. However, 
in the case of the Eliot land, Gustafson 
said, the parcels in question are small 
enough, and the allowed development 
density limited enough, that it didn’t 
seem fair to make them pay.

That didn’t speak to all situations. 
The home and rental property of long-
time Eliot activist Pauline Bradford is 
zoned for commercial use, and she 
was assessed $3,100. Some owners of 
industrial property outside industrial 
sanctuaries questioned just what good 
the streetcar would do for them. One, 
Robert Basel, called on Council to 
spread the L.I.D. over a wider area in 
order to reduce the burden to owners 
such as himself.

The contribution of urban renewal 
districts was reduced from an initial 
$31 million to $27 million, and most 
of this ($17 million) will come from 
the River District that encompasses 
the wealthy Pearl. Keith Witkowski of 
the Portland Development Commis-
sion noted that this district did not 
contribute to the existing streetcar line 
running through it, and the district has 
surplus funds. They sought only $4 
million from the Oregon Convention 
Center district, which includes parts 
of Eliot and land further north. Even 
this amount could interfere with some 
planned and budgeted projects in the 
district, he said.

Then there is the annual cost of  
operating the car. Paul Smith of the 
Portland Office of Transportation said 
that this would be $6.4 million, less 
than $1 million of which would be paid 
for by farebox revenues. Some of this 
will be met by reducing the frequency 
of service from original plans, espe-
cially downtown. Other plans call for 
adding $1.3 million in “new meter rev-
enues”—by adding meters to the Cen-
tral Eastside and the Broadway-Weidler 
Corridor, where they don’t currently 
exist, and possibly increasing the rates 
of existing Lloyd District meters. Yet 
another cost saving is “reallocation of 
bus service”—combining the #6 MLK 
bus with the #70 line to create a route 
from the Expo Center to Milwaukie; 
passengers on this route bound for 
downtown would have to transfer to 
the streetcar or MAX.

This last met resistance at City Coun-
cil, especially from commissioner Dan 
Saltzman. He said that having to make 
a transfer to reach downtown would be 
“awkward.” He was initially told there 
would need to be “discussions” before 
the proposed change was implemented. 
“But the money is already allocated,” 
Saltzman pointed out. “This sounds 
like the kind of process we’re accused 
of doing all too frequently. There will 
be discussions, but the decisions have 
already been made.”

Sten agreed, saying, “Transportation 
planners tend to be rail thinkers, and 
buses get taken for granted.” He said 
that he could conceivably support a 
change in the #6 route, but added, “I’m 
not there yet.”

Commissioner Sam Adams, princi-
pal backer of the streetcar on Council, 
replied, “We’ve come forward with as 
complete a picture of how to finance 
capital costs and operations as possible. 
We have three more years for fine-tun-
ing. Council’s direction on the #6 bus 
is noted.”

Planners had at one point considered, 
then backed away from, eliminating 
the Lloyd District Fareless Square for 
MAX. Adams said, “We need to have 
a discussion on the future of Fareless 
Square, and equity between the east 
and west side.”

In voting for the measures, mayor 
Tom Potter congratulated Adams and 
other backers, but added, “There are a 
number of issues yet to be resolved.” •

By Lee Perlman
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See our Flagship Store at
3964 N Mississippi Avenue

Neighborhood history book in the works
Roy E. Roos, author of many neighborhood history articles over the last nine 

years, is compiling a book on the history of Albina. The town of Albina 
was located in today’s Eliot, Boise and King neighborhoods. There is a limited 
amount of history documented about the early days of Albina and there are only 
a few photographs at the Oregon Historic Society. Roos previously authored The  
History & Development of Portland’s Irvington Neighborhood in 1997 and is targeting 
publishing his latest book in 2007.

Roos seeks old photographs and stories of Albina for his book. If you would 
like to know more about the history of your property, he conducts historic re-
search at very reasonable rates, all for support of the book. You can reach him 
at 503-282-9436 or email at reroos@juno.com •

The Bakery Blocks   
The June 28 inPortland section of The Oregonian highlighted a major develop-

ment at the northern edge of Eliot.

Developer Ben Kaiser has two projects in the works: Backbridge Station, a $14 
million mixed-use development with 41 units on Fremont between Vancouver 
and Williams; and Backbridge Lofts, a 39-unit residential project at the southeast 
corner of Williams and Fremont. Ground-breaking for Backbridge Station was 
scheduled for August.

Another mixed-used project in the works is the redevelopment of the Wonder 
Bread site, a two-square-block piece of property south of Fremont between  
Williams and Vancouver known as the “Bakery Blocks.”

Alas, the Woodinville, Wash.-based developers, Ivy Street Partners, say there’s 
not much chance of a grocery store on the site.

Demolition of the Wonder Bread building is scheduled for March, 2008. •

Eliot Bike Boulevard    
The Bicycle Transportation Alliance is looking at NE Rodney Avenue as a future 

bike boulevard. Such a designation could mean a variety of changes to calm 
traffic. Speed bumps, traffic circles and street resurfacing would be possibilities. 
A bike boulevard designation could also include improvements to help bicyclists 
and pedestrians cross Fremont at Rodney.

The BTA is looking at 6–12 other streets as bicycle boulevards and plans a 
series of bike rides to check them out this summer. The goal is to include the 
boulevards in the city Bicycle Master plan update.

Before the BTA brings any proposals to the city, it will conduct door-to-door 
interviews of Eliot residents and put on a presentation to the neighborhood  
association board.

For info, contact BTA policy advocate Emily Gardner at 503-226-0676 x11. •

Stanton Street shooting 
Portland Police Officer Pete Helzer told the Eliot Neighborhood Association 

at a meeting in June that a shooting in Eliot stemmed from a graduation 
party that included underage drinking.

The party included an estimated 100 young people. A fight outside was followed 
by gunshots and one superficial wound. Partygoers also fought with police.

Police found about 25 shells and bullet fragments from a variety of guns.

The party was at 65 NE Stanton, which is used by Friends of the Children but 
owned and operated by Youth Resources. The event was private, not a Friends of 
Children event. Staff said the party was not associated with the organization.

Youth Resources rental policies prohibit alcohol and are supposed to start 
winding up at 10 p.m. with closure at 11 p.m. These policies were violated.

Neighbors were concerned about lack of security or supervision, underage drink-
ing, violence, noise and litter. Not all neighbors had the same concerns—some 
feel that a certain amount of activity and noise that is inherent in city living.

People agreed that further discussion is warranted. Youth Resources manage-
ment and Friends of Children staff want to participate in any future discussions.

Steve Chaney, Operations Manager for the building, said that if anyone has con-
cerns about events or incidents at the site, call him anytime at 503-310-1401. •

Eliot mural proposal
In Other Words Women’s Books and Resources has organized a Women’s  

History of Portland mural project to promote the mission of empowering 
women through art and education.

The plan is to create a large mural representative of women living in the 
Portland community.  The building owners, Advanced M & D Sales Inc., have 
agreed to allow use of their north facing wall.

Artist: Robin Corbo  •  Location: N. Harding Street & Interstate Avenue •



In partnership with Friends of Trees, 
Eliot Neighborhood is planning a 

tree planting project for February 16th! 
Join us to help plant trees and create a 
healthier community!

Did you know that a typical tree 
removes 10 pounds of pollutants each 
year? Two average sized trees can sup-
ply a person’s oxygen needs. Trees can 
reduce heating and cooling costs by 15 
– 30%! Houses on tree-lined streets sell 

for up to 20% more. Neighborhoods 
with more trees tend to be safer with 
less crime. Trees also help intercept 
and retain 760 gallons of rainwater 
each year, keeping our rivers clean. 
By planting trees we can make our 
neighborhood and city a much better 
place to live.

Neighbors can purchase trees for just 
$35. Friends of Trees will first schedule 
a site inspection by Urban Forestry to 

ensure you get the right tree for the 
right location. Once the inspection is 
complete you can select and order your 
trees. All participants are asked to help 
plant trees on planting day or volunteer 
in some other capacity. The deadline to 
order is December 3rd.

Trees will be planted on February 
16th. The cost of the tree includes the 
planting permit, hole digging, planting 
by trained volunteers, stakes, mulch, 

Friends of Trees Planting in Eliot
ties, labels, information on proper care, 
and follow-up monitoring. Further, if 
your tree does not survive with proper 
care, Friends of Trees will plant another 
one at no cost.

New this year you can order your 
street and yard trees for neighbor-
hood plantings online. Just visit www.
friendsoftrees.org then click on the 
“Order Street Trees” button. Follow 
the instructions to setup your on-line 
account and request a site inspection.

To order a tree or get involved in this 
great event visit www.friendsoftrees.org 
or contact Courtney at 503-250-0441. 
You can also send email to trees@eliot-
neighborhood.org. •

BOISE-ELIOT PTO
Boise-Eliot parents and neigh-
bors, please join us for the Boise-
Eliot Parent Teacher Organization 
(PTO) meetings. Find out about 
what’s new at the school and how 
you can be involved.

Meeting dates:
October 9 November 13

Time: 5:30 p.m.

Location: 620 N Fremont, in the 
school library

Childcare is provided.


