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W hen Alan Sanchez, an 
affable young real-es-
tate broker, bought the 
Coliseum Budget Inn 

across the street from my residence 
a year and a half ago, I was optimis-
tic. I hoped he would replace some 
of the tenants who made the most 
noise, and drew the most short-term 
visitors, with more legitimate clients. 
Perhaps the police would not need 
to visit daily. 

Sanchez changed the name to the 
Portland Pensione, and said it would 
be the kind of place young travelers 
would want to stay while exploring 
our city—simple but clean and in-
expensive like a European pensione. 
He also signed a no-trespassing 
agreement with the police, allowing 
them greater latitude to keep people 
suspected of criminal activity out of 
the motel.

But under the short tenure of his 
first manager, the motel quickly 
devolved into a rolling party, mov-
ing from one room to another at all 
hours. Circles of men drank liquor in 
the parking lot, women got dragged 
yelling to and from cars. and drug 
dealers roamed nearby blocks. One 
man threatened a visibly pregnant 
neighbor on her porch with harm if 
she didn’t get off “his” corner. When 
the police started sweeping the motel 
in an attempt to control the criminal 
behavior, Sanchez rescinded the no-
trespassing agreement.

His next managers restored some 
order, keeping most of the most bla-
tant activity off the corner, although 
several rooms continued to have fre-
quent short-term visitors. The noise 

got better, but it was still not unusual 
to be awakened in the middle of the 
night by fights or other loud activity 
in or around the motel.

Eager to put a diplomatic foot 
forward to help legitimize the mo-
tel, I called Sanchez, who agreed 
to meet with me at Tiny’s. I shared 
neighborhood concerns that there 
were still several rooms where vio-
lent people remained. I asked why 
management spent so much time in 
the rooms with the problem people 
but wouldn’t come out and talk to 
the police on the many occasions 
police responded to fights or other 
issues. Why did people keep visiting 
after visiting hours? Why was the 
gate by the parking lot—put up by 
court order after neighbors went to 
court against the drug dealing at the 
motel under a prior owner—being 
left unlocked?

In a pattern that has repeated sev-
eral times, Sanchez assured me he 
shared my concerns and promised 
change. Meanwhile, people involved 
in violent incidents and drug dealing 
remained.

I tried to accept that he was try-
ing, and decided to focus on home 
improvement projects. Stretches of a 
week or longer would go by without 
any incidents. But every time I start-
ed getting comfortable, something 
would serve as a reminder this was 
no European backpacker motel. 

Late August, frustrated that the 
family threatened by the man on the 
corner put their house up for sale, I 
emailed Sanchez asking why more 

There are two websites with information about Eliot 

Eliot resident Jennifer Jako is blogging on OregonLive at:  
http://www.oregonlive.com/eliot/weblog/
You can email her with suggestions at: jako@teleport.com

There’s also a lot of info about Eliot including a copy of 
the latest Eliot News at: 
http://www.portlandneighborhood.com/eliot.html

For questions about the Eliot News write to eliotnews@gmail.com
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Please Join Us!

By Ashley Wilson, Eliot resident

M y wife and I purchased 
the property at San 
Rafael and Rodney in 
January 2006. We have 

a special affection for the Lloyd 
Center/Eliot neighborhood area and 
intend to improve our little corner 
into a boutique motel. In order to 
eliminate undesirable tenants/guests 
and enhance and upgrade the prop-
erty, we’ve initiated the following 
changes:

1. Changed the motel name to 
“Portland Pensione” and  
installed an attractive new sign 
with a reader board.

2. Posted signs in several locations 
prohibiting patrons from engag-
ing in prostitution or drug use.

Neighborhood Dispute— 
The Motel at San Rafael and Rodney
Viewpoint: The Neighbor

Viewpoint: The Motel Owner
By Alan Sanchez

3. Attended Neighborhood  
Association meetings and talked 
to neighboring businesses and 
residents to listen to their  
suggestions and complaints.

4. Hired Protection One to respond 
immediately to any guests who 
are unruly, are on drugs or  
alcohol or are engaged in  
prostitution.

5. Met several times with members 
of the Portland Police Northeast 
Precinct Neighborhood response 
team and the district attorney 
to develop a plan to deal with 
problem guests/tenants.

cONTiNuES on page 6 cONTiNuES on page 6
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eliot moNthlY meetiNgS
If  you live or work in Eliot, you are welcome and encouraged to attend the 
monthly meetings of  the Eliot Neighborhood Association, which are held 
the second Monday of  each month at Emanuel Hospital.

It’s a great opportunity to meet your neighbors, stay informed about 
what’s going on in Eliot, help build a stronger community, and have input 
into decisions that may affect you. Also consider joining a committee or 
becoming a board member (we have vacancies).

Emanuel Hospital, 501 N. Graham, Medical Office Building West  
Conference Room

eliot Neighborhood ASSoCiAtioN
The Eliot Neighborhood Association (ENDA) is a nonprofit corporation 
whose members are the residents and business owners of the Eliot Neigh-
borhood. Its purpose is to inform Eliot residents about issues affecting 
the neighborhood through meetings, newsletters and other activities. 
Members of the neighborhood association must be over 14 years old and 
live, own property, have a business, or represent a nonprofit within the 
neighborhood. The Eliot Neighborhood Association was founded in 1969. 
It is recognized by the City of Portland, is a member of the Northeast 
Coalition of Neighborhoods, Inc., and has representatives on several other 
groups and committees.

eNdA boArd memberS
Chair  Gary Hampton, 503.282.5429, garybhampton@yahoo.com

Co Vice Chairs  Chris Bleiler and Jennifer Jako
503.284.6650, jjako@rebuildingcenter.org

Treasurer  Carol Kennedy, 503.331.1312, carolkennedy1@juno.com

Recorder  Jason Mershon
503.330.0922/503.331.2929, jason_ji_1900@yahoo.com

Newsletter Editor  Tony Green, 503-221-8202, Eliotnews@gmail.com

Eric Aronson, 503.282.4126, earonson@ch2m.com 

Howie Bierbaum, The Wonder Ballroom 
503.284.8686, howie@wonderballroom.com

Ryan Bender, Tubman Middle School, Sun School Coordinator
503.916.5636, rbender@pps.k12.or.us 

Pauline Bradford, 503.287.7138

Co Board Members  Abby Christopher and Mike Faden, 503.282.2658, 
achristopher@christopher.com or mikefaden@yahoo.com

Co Board Members  Matt Gilley and Vickie Walker
503.233.0929, gilley67@msn.com or vw63@excite.com

Co Board Members  Todd Morella and Kirsten Jenkins
503.515.6633, kirstenjenkins@hotmail.com

Laurie Simpson, 503.280.1005, lauriejane63@hotmail.com

Matt Svybersky, Volunteers of  America, Men’s Residential Center
503.335.8611, msvybersky@voaor.org

Serena Stoudamire, Legacy Emanuel Hospital 
503.413.4630, sstoudam@lhs.org

Co Board Members  Chris Yeargers and Marie D’Hulst 
503.284.4392, cyeargers@yahoo.com or dhulstml@yahoo.com

eNdA lANd uSe Committee:
Chair — Mike Warwick
503.417.7555/503.284.7010, mike.warwick@pnl.gov

Chris Bleiler, 503.998.8806, cbleiler@fixpdx.com

Pauline Bradford, 503.287.7138

Matt Gilley, 503.233.0929, gilley67@msn.com

Gary Hampton, 503.282-5429, garybhampton@yahoo.com 
Kirsten Jenkins, 503.515.6633, kirstenjenkins@hotmail.com
Jason Mershon, 503.330.0922/503.331.2929,  
   jason_ji_1900@yahoo.com 
Laurie Simpson, 503.282.1005, lauriejane63@hotmail.com

eliot NewS is published four times a year by the Eliot Neighborhood 
Association. It is delivered or mailed free of charge to every address in the 
neighborhood. It does not have a ISBN.

Editor: Tony Green, 503-221-8202 • Eliotnews@gmail.com 
Layout: Lisa J. Switalla • 503-460-2558 • ljswitalla@comcast.net
Advertising: Eliotnews@gmail.com
Delivery Coordinator: Kirsten Jenkins • 503-515-6633

Rights to articles are retained by the author. Opinions of the authors do not 
necessarily reflect the official positions of  the Eliot Neighborhood Association

Editor’s NoteU

A predatory sex offender has been knocking on doors in Eliot asking for 
money. His name is Charles Edward Grixgby Jr. He was convicted in 

1995 of first-degree rape. He uses physical force and verbal intimidation. 
His victims are “minor females.” 

He lives at 10 N Weidler, the former hotel on the corner of Williams up 
the hill from the transit center. 

I encourage everyone to look up his photo on the Oregon State Police 
Web site: http://sexoffenders.oregon.gov/ 

And while you’re at it, use the website’s mapping tool to look at the other 
predatory sex offenders living in or near Eliot. There are about half a dozen 
who live nearby—not including a bunch who live across the Willamette 
River in Old Town. 

The reason to look them up is because Eliot neighbors are reporting an 
increase in people coming to their door and asking for money. When I was 
out of town recently, a man came to our door on Tillamook Street demand-
ing money or a blanket. He kept ringing the door bell after my wife told 
him to leave. She eventually called the police, who came and put him in 
the patrol car. They said they would take him to a shelter. 

The incidents seem to be happening mostly south of Russell Street. Neigh-
bors along San Rafael are reporting a lot of incidents, and have good reason 
to believe that some of these people are living at the Portland Pensione or 
connected with people there. (Read about that dispute throughout this is-
sue of the Eliot News.)

I’m afraid that coming to the door is just a pretext. The man who came 
to our house probably did need money, but others may be scoping out our 
houses in order to burglarize them. 

Or in the case of Grixgby, far worse.

An informal (for now) committee is forming. If you have questions, email 
Abby Christopher: achristopher@achristopher.com.

One thing I suggest is that if you see Grixby, who has no business wan-
dering around a residential neighborhood, call his parole officer at 503-
988-3190.

In the meantime, be careful and pay attention. We need to collect as 
much information as possible in order to do what is necessary to put a 
stop to all this. 

It can be done. •

By Tony Green

eliot NewS Ad rAteS

Category Size (h x w) 1x 2x 3x 4x
1/16 page 2.25" x 5"  $ 25  $ 42  $ 63  $ 84 
1/8 page 4.5" x 5"  $ 37  $ 68  $ 97  $ 122 
1/4 page 8.25" x 5"  $ 58  $ 108  $ 154  $ 194 
1/2 page 8.25" x 10.25"  $ 105  $ 195  $ 277  $ 349 
Full page 16.25" x 10.25"  $ 188  $ 353  $ 502  $ 632 

Please make checks out to eliot Neighborhood association and mail to:  
Susan Bailey, 535 NE Thompson St., Portland, OR 97212.
Questions? Call Tony Green at 503-221-8202 or email eliotnews@gmail.com

Eliot News has a per issue circulation of 3,000 and is hand-delivered or 
mailed to nearly 100% of the homes and businesses in the Eliot neighbor-
hood. It is also distributed to residents and businesses in surrounding neigh-
borhoods, including Irvington, Sabin and Boise.
Eliot News is an 8-page tabloid (11 x 17) newspaper and is published four 
times a year. Ad deadlines are March 1, June 1, Sept. 1, Dec. 1.

Saving and Improving Housing in Eliot 
Neighborhood for 25 Years.

Houses and Apartments for rent. 
(503) 806-3502

BAILEY & WARWICK 
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        equity group, inc.

Kirsten Jenkins
503.515.6633

RE/MAX Inc., Realtors
Office: (503) 287-8989

Active Listings Bed Bath Sq Ft Price

130 NE Fremont 3 1.1 1816 $314,900
617 NE Morris 4 2 2990 $439,900
620 NE Knott 2 2.1 1580 $450,000
33 N Monroe 4 3.1 2530 $519,000

Pending Listings Bed Bath Sq Ft Price

23 NE Cook 4 1 2025 $310,000
2625 NE 7th 2 2.1 1580 $450,000

Sold Listings Bed Bath Sq Ft Price

257 N Ivy 4 3 2946 $329,000
719 NE Tillamook 3 3 1498 $311,000
204 NE Thompson 3 1.1 1500 $322,000
2122 NE Rodney 3 2 2468 $324,900
437 NE Monroe 5 3 2580 $327,000
633 NE Graham 3 2 2308 $395,000
608 NE Ivy 4 2 2795 $396,000
123 NE Graham 3 2 2574 $415,000
59 NE Cook 4 1.1 3260 $418,000
533 NE Fargo 4 2 3340 $468,000
40 NE Fargo 5 2 4379 $485,000

Kirsten Jenkins’ Real Estate Report

Want to know about:
  Great new capital gains tax laws?
  Current market information on your home?

I know your neighborhood.

XER

T his is a slow time for land use 
news, perhaps because of the 
slow down in new construction. 

That may be good news, since one 
deadline for Measure 37 claims has 
passed. Future Measure 37 claims will 
have a higher bar to leap over. So far, 
Eliot hasn’t seen any, although that 
may change if the real estate market 
strengthens before the Legislature 
changes the law. 

We toured Eliot with representatives 
from the Bureau of Planning and one 
of Commissioner Sten’s staff in October 
2006. The objective was to look at infill 
housing (good and bad) and to show 
problem areas for development, espe-
cially potential zoning mismatches. 
We toured the entire neighborhood 
and showed off our mostly good infill 
housing, with a few examples of good 
infill design, but poor matches to 
our historic fabric. We also looked at 
potential zoning problems along Flint 
and around the school’s properties 
(Blanchard and Tubman), if the school 
district disposes of these properties (an 
increasingly remote possibility), the 
current zoning will need to change. 

This tour was part of a larger N/NE 
Land Use Chairs’ Tour that Planning 
is using to evaluate the needs of these 
neighborhoods, including potential 
processes for revising the Albina Com-
munity Plan (ACP). One outcome is 
proposals for where the ACP may need 
to be changed and a process for doing 
so without reopening the entire ACP 
for review. One area that was targeted 
was the area along Flint, and poten-
tially, the Blanchard site. This isn’t final, 
but it is under discussion. 

Who is Eliot?
Speaking of the ACP, the general mem-
bership meeting included a discussion 
of the Mayor’s visionPDX process. Part 
of that discussion included a presen-
tation of some statistics I gathered 
about Eliot’s make up and how it has 
changed. The ACP was developed over 
the period from 1979 through 1983. 
It involved a lot of meetings (often 
weekly!) and a lot of people who lived, 
worked, or owned property or busi-
nesses in Eliot. The resulting plans 
(there is an Eliot Plan that accompanies 
the ACP), reflected both the visions 
and compromises of neighborhood 
participants. 

Most of those discussions were held 
over 14 years ago. A handful of par-
ticipants in that process are still active 
in the Eliot Neighborhood Association 
on the Board, Land Use, or one of our 
special committees. But, they are an 
exception. One surprising discovery 
is that only 17% of Eliot’s residents 
have lived here more than 10 years. 
In other words, most of the residents 
who helped shape the ACP are no lon-
ger here. I don’t have any information 
about businesses, but I suspect the 
trend is similar (the majority of them 
are gone as well). Which leads me to 
the question, “Who is Eliot?” Who are 

By Mike Warwick

we today and who were we in 1990 
(data from the 1980 Census is not 
readily accessible on-line). 

In terms of a neighborhood profile, 
Eliot isn’t your typical Portland neigh-
borhood—and it never has been. This 
is one of my pet peeves due to all of 
the hand wringing about gentrification. 
For the most part, Eliot has always 
been a neighborhood of mixed races, 
incomes, and housing units, with a 
predominance of multi-family housing, 
which gives it a lower income profile. 
To be sure, the mix between home 
owners and renters has changed over 
time, but more in conjunction with 
economic cycles than due to gentri-
fication. 

According to the 2000 Census, Eliot 
had a population of 3,300 in 1,500 
housing units. Of these, roughly 650 
were/are single family homes, most 
of these are “detached” homes, rather 
than attached townhouses or condos. 
In 1990, the population was roughly 
3,150 in 1,400 housing units, but 220 
or 16% of these units were vacant. In 
other words, in 1990 Eliot was kind of 
a slum, thus “gentrification” was more 
about fixing up deteriorated housing 
than displacement of minority resi-
dents by whites.

In 1990, Eliot’s housing stock was 
predominately single family homes—
51%. By 2000 the addition of multi-
family units and conversion of single 
family homes dropped the fraction of 
single-family homes to about 35% 
(and the number of single family homes 
by about 100 homes). The change 
in home ownership rates was more 
dramatic. In 1990, 45% of occupied 
units were owner-occupied, and 55% 
rentals. By 2000, the owner-occupied 
rate was under 30%, reflecting the ad-
dition of multi-family rental housing 
and some conversion of single family 
homes and lots to rentals. In contrast, 
the city-wide average home ownership 
rate is over 65%. Nevertheless, City 
Council points to Eliot as an example 
of gentrification simply because the few 
houses available for sale, sell at prices 
much higher than in 1990. As shown, 
the reality is that Eliot is far below 
city-wide home ownership statistics. 
Gentrification my foot! 

In 1990, Eliot was home to about 
1,600 black residents, making up 50% 
of the population, to 1,365 whites at 
43%. By 2000, the black population 
declined to 1,130, or 32% of resi-
dents. Although the white population 
increased to nearly 1,700, it was just 
47% of the population. In other words, 
former black residents were replaced 
with residents of other, non-white 
groups. 35% of home owners were 
black in 1990. That rate fell to 31% by 
2000 reflecting the exodus of the black 
population, however, those home own-
ers who left Eliot also benefited from 
the increased value of their homes 
when they sold. That isn’t gentrifica-
tion,  it is “profit taking.” White home 

Around the NeighborhoodB

ownership rates are about the same in 
both periods, 62% in 1990 and 65% in 
2000. It isn’t clear who owned the 16% 
of homes that were vacant in 1990, but 
it is likely they did not belong to whites 
because they were more likely to be 
newcomers and wouldn’t turn around 
and abandon their homes. My personal 
recollection is a lot of these homes were 
vacated by elderly black residents who 
couldn’t keep them up. 

Between 1990 and 2000 Eliot was 
in transition, as it still is today; but for 
which I don’t have any statistics. Own-
ership of single family homes (ones 
fit to occupy anyway) has remained 
relatively constant. The value of prop-
erty and income of residents have both 
increased significantly. Both increased 
more rapidly than value and income 

did city-wide, but the other side of 
the coin is that abandoned buildings 
and a run down appearance decreased 
markedly. They are a smaller fraction 
of the neighborhood now, because of 
the addition of new rental units. In 
contrast to 1990, tenants in 2000 are 
less likely to be families because new 
multi-family housing units typically 
have only one or two bedrooms. It also 
leads to renters who reside in Eliot for 
only short periods of time. Looking 
past the statistics, it seems to me that 
although the individuals in Eliot are 
generally not the same as in 1990, the 
core of the neighborhood is still single 
family residents and home owners 
who share the visions and concerns of 
their predecessors when the ACP was 
developed. •

Flagship Store Now Open!
3964 N Mississippi Ave
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T he Eliot neighborhood had an 
active library inside our district 
for many years until the 1980s 

and the beautiful building remains in-
tact today—but it often unnoticed by 
most residents as it is tucked away on 
a side street at 216 NE Knott. Today, it 
is an outlet store of used books called 
“The Title Wave” operated by the 
Portland library system. Established in 
1988, the store is frequented by many 
avid book readers from all parts of 
town. Besides its function within the 
library system, it is a splendid work 
of architecture and one of the most 
beautiful library buildings ever built 
in the Portland area.

The 1912 building is of the Span-
ish Colonial Revival style, but a little 
ahead of its time of popularity, which 
was in full force during the 1920s. 
It does have a close resemblance to 
the famous architecture of Barcelona, 
Spain, from a previous century. That 
popular tourist city is noted with some 
of the most fabulous architecture in 
the world, which was influenced by 
the famous architect Gaudi. Decora-
tive terra-cotta ornament surrounds 
the front doors and fine arched win-
dows with classical patterns embellish 
the walls. Above the doors and below 
the windows are high-relief mosa-
ics depicting Oregon’s early days of 
settlement. Most of the buildings built 
in the Spanish Colonial Revival style 
during the 1920s were scaled-down 
versions with much less ornamenta-
tion, but always with a stucco exterior 
and a few arched windows.

Back in around 1910, efforts to im-
prove education in Portland by com-
munity leaders led to construction 
of several new branch buildings for 
our popular library system. Funding 
allowed new library buildings to rise 
on the east side of Portland and the 
large main building downtown. Due 
to additional funding from the An-
drew Carnegie Foundation, the Albina 
community was successful in getting 
its own branch and well-known ar-
chitect Ellis F. Lawrence was selected 
to design the building. The side was 
established  on the south side of Knott 
Street between Rodney and Union 
(now MLK) Avenues, two blocks 
from the busy commercial center of 
Albina along Williams Avenue. Ellis 
Lawrence was a unique architect who 
lived in Irvington and had a strong 
community spirit. He also strongly 
advocated excellent educational facili-
ties throughout the state of Oregon. 
In 1914, he started the architecture 
department at the University of Or-
egon which is still going strong today. 
It has been said that he devoted more 
time to these efforts than his practice 
in architecture, as he did not have a 
large volume of building contracts.

Ellis Lawrence was born near Boston 
in 1879, grew up there, and attended 
the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology (MIT), where he graduated 
with a degree in architecture in 1902. 
In 1906, he came to Portland to visit 
former classmates and check things 
out due to a strong building boom 
here. His original intentions were 

to open a practice in San Francisco. 
He decided to stay in Portland after 
the big earthquake down south and 
joined a partnership with two former 
MIT classmates. In 1910, he left the 
partnership and operated his own  
practice.

In 1908, he built a beautiful home in 
Irvington on NE 21st for his family in 
the English Arts & Crafts style, which 
he retained as his primary residence 
the remainder of his life. He was noted 
as having special favor to the Arts 
& Crafts style—which was coming 
strongly into vogue in building design 
at this time—but he also designed 
buildings in other styles, some quite 
different and unique like the 1912 
library building in our neighborhood. 
The only Arts & Crafts element he did 
use in the Albina library building is 
the decorative rafter tails that support 
the roof eaves. Lawrence also designed 
over a dozen elegant homes and one 
apartment building in Irvington. Sev-
eral of these buildings were in other 
styles besides the Arts & Crafts. 

Besides his practice and involvement 
in education programs, he organized 
the first convention on the West coast 
for architects in 1909. Out of this 
convention, the Architectural League 

of the Pacific Coast for students and 
the local chapter of the AIA (American 
Institute of Architects) were created. 
Today, the AIA is a large organization 
that is adhered to by most architects. 
Lawrence was quite influential in 
different building designs that were 
copied by many others and also an 
artist in his spare time, doing many 
paintings. He taught his students the 
true meaning of architectural expres-
sion by incorporating building design 
with its surrounding landscape. 

Lawrence remained active in his 
practice and teaching until his death 
in 1946, never considering the op-
tion of retirement. Our library build-
ing expresses his artistic talent well 
and we are so fortunate to have it 
still intact along with the landscape 
setting in front. The original electric 
lamp stands on each side of the front 
sidewalk even remain. •

This is an excerpt of a book The His-
tory of Albina, anticipated for publica-
tion in 2007 by the author. He still 
seeks any old photographs and his-
toric stories and also conducts historic 
research on homes in the Eliot & Boise 
neighborhoods at very reasonable 
rates. He can be contacted at 503-282-
9436 or reroos@juno.com.

Homes and Buildings of Eliot. By Roy E. Roos

Our Old Library

434 N. Tillamook Street
Portland, Oregon 97227

Phone (503) 281-1238 CCB0040364
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Breakfast/coffee/cafés 
Bridges Café 
2716 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-288-4169

Eliot E-Mat Café 
2808 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-280-8889 

Goldrush Coffee Bar 
2601 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
503-331-5955 

San Rafael Café
415 N.E. San Rafael St. 

Tiny’s Café
2031 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
503-467-4199

Bars/Taverns
820 
820 N. Russell St., 503-284-5518 

Bill Ray’s Dive 
2210 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

McMenamin’s White Eagle Café & Saloon 
836 N. Russell St., 503-282-6810 

Sloan’s Tavern 
36 N. Russell St., 503-287-2262 

Spice 
2808 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

Waypost 
3120 N. Williams St. 

Widmer Gasthaus 
929 N. Russell St., 503-281-3333 

Lunch/Dinner 
Café Wonder 
128 N.E. Russell St. 
503-493-0371  

Chuck’s Market, J&S Grocery 
2415 N. Williams Ave. 
503-281-6269

Doris’ Café 
3606 N. Williams Ave., 503-460-2595

Echo
2225 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
503-460-3246

Mint 
816 N. Russell St., 503-284-5518 

Pizza A Go Go
3240 N. Williams St.
503-335-0300

Popeye’s Famous Fried Chicken 
3120 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-281-8455 

Queen of Sheba 
2413 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-287-6302 

Russell Street BBQ
325 N.E. Russell St.
503-528-8224

Tropicana Bar Be Cue 
3217 N. Williams Ave. 
503-281-8696 

Local Food FindsFH



Neighborhood Dispute—The Motel at San Rafael and Rodney, cont.
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6. Implemented ongoing renovation 
and remodeling of rooms to 
attract tourists and higher end 
tenants.

7. Hired a new manager to replace 
the former one who was objec-
tionable to the police and neigh-
bors.

8. Hired a full-time maid to keep 
exterior and interior of premises 
in clean condition.

9. Take credit cards to encourage 
tourist guests.

was not being done to get rid of the 
drug dealers at the motel. 

He fired back, “My employees at the 
Pensione are doing a fine job, and I 
am continually bewildered by your 
complete lack of respect for them. 
They are held to task by me every 
single day.”

“Also,” he wrote, “I think you may 
have misunderstood me when I asked 
you to report to me anything you did 
not like about the Portland Pensione. 
I get the feeling you think I asked you 
to do me a favor. I do not ask favors of 
people and wish to retract my request 
b/c of the way you think I asked it. It is 
my responsibility how this place is run 
and I do not need your help to make 
it a fine establishment. Your support 
would be appreciated but definitely 
(is) not needed.” 

When a friend of one of the manag-
ers threatened my wife after we were 
seen catching up with a neighbor-
hood police officer on November 4, I 
was infuriated. While driving to and 
from the motel, she kept glaring at us, 
egging us on, and parking across the 
street from our house. Once I even 
saw her parked on the street late at 
night while a male companion paced 
in front of the house until he saw he 
was noticed and quickly crossed the 
street, turned around, and headed 
South on Rodney.

I demanded that Sanchez not allow 
her, or anyone else who would threat-
en our safety, at the motel. Although 

ThE MOTEL OWNER, from page 1

ThE NEighBOR, from page 1

he agreed—admitting she wasn’t even 
a customer—she continued to show 
up at the motel several times a day to 
visit the managers and tenants. One 
morning, I awoke early to see her car 
parked in the motel lot.

Recently, a year after buying the 
motel, Sanchez fired the second man-
agers. They have moved into another 
room at the motel. 

Now that the third manager has 
taken over, several men are regularly 
hanging out on the corner by the mo-
tel again. One rode by on his bike 
muttering that we should mind our 
(expletive) business. One of the second 
managers has been seen hanging out 
on the corner with them. Police are a 
regular fixture.

Sanchez has done cosmetic remod-
els on two rooms, painted several of 
the turquoise doors green, and put up 
a new sign, but has otherwise changed 
little about the building. This past 
summer, he advertised one of the re-
modeled rooms on Craigslist as “$595/ 
1br–Funky and Clean Studio in Hip 
NE Neighborhood.” With optimism 
bordering on delusion without major 
remodeling, his unfinished website 
www.portlandpensione.com beckons, 
“The Portland Pensione combines 
original turn of the century building 
features with modern design and soft 
tones creating a warm and inviting 
atmosphere.”

Now that would be a welcome 
change. •

10. Promote as a boutique motel via 
new website (www.portlandpen-
sione.com)

11. Developing a relationship with 
www.expedia.com and  
www.hotwire.com and/or  
www.hotels.com for reservations.

12. Instituted a new and safer key/
lock system for the rooms.

13. Wireless internet access is now 
available for all guests. •

Better Lighting Makes a 
Safer Neighborhood!
city of Portland’s Street Lighting Outage hotline
503.823.5216

W ith 53,000 street lights 
all over the city, this office 

depends on your reports to 
keep all of them lit. 

Please leave your name, daytime 
phone number and the reason 
for your call. 

Please state if the street light 
is out, cycling on and off, or 
damaged. Street lights should 
be on at all times. An accurate 
description with any numbers 
appearing on the pole for the 
light and/or the nearest street 
address or cross streets.

“They fixed three lights that were cycling on and off on N. Williams 
in less than two weeks,” said Eliot resident Jennifer Jako. •
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Viewpoint: The Police Officer

I ’m trying to approach this as fairly 
as possible, but it seems pretty 
clear that several neighbors be-
lieve that the management of the 

motel on San Rafael and Rodney is not 
doing enough to combat drug-dealing 
and the associated nuisances. 

Q  Can you offer your perception 
of what sort of problems are going 
on at or near the motel? 

A  The problems that we see are 
people loitering in the area as well as 
the increase in traffic in the area due 
to people contacting those who are 
loitering. There are also the distur-
bances that occur when somebody 
feels ripped off, whether that is a 
client of one of the dealers or pros-
titutes, or a pimp being shorted by 
one of his “employees.” The hotel has 
been a haven for drug dealers and 
prostitutes for some time. Recently 
there have been some changes in the 
clientele. After negotiations between 
the Neighborhood Response Team, 
the District Attorney’s Office, and 
the management, some of the less 
desirable patrons have been evicted. 
We have seen a decrease in calls for 
service related to the hotel since these 
changes have been adopted.

Neighborhood Dispute—The Motel at San Rafael and Rodney, cont.
Q&A with Portland Police Officer Pete Helzer about the motel at San Rafael and Rodney

Q Why are motels like Portland 
Pensione such magnets for crime?

A  Hotels that cater to either ex-
tended stays or short term (hourly) 
stays attract criminal activity for a 
couple reasons. The hourly function 
allows nefarious rendezvous with 
little expense or documentation. 
The long term residents tend to have 
been evicted from other residences 
and find that these hotels are both 
economical and often located in areas 
with high transient populations. By 
transient, I am not only referring to 
the homeless, but also business areas 
where a majority of the population 
does not live there, and are therefore 
less likely to be concerned about 
their activities. These areas cater to 
their general business of drugs or 
prostitution. Eliot finds itself in this 
category for two reasons. First is its 
proximity to the Lloyd district, and 
second the fact that for many years 
it was not the family-based neigh-
borhood that it is becoming. Eliot is 
turning around in the last few years, 
but was a haven for drug and vice 
crimes for a very long time.

Q What are the sorts of steps re-
sponsible ownership should take to 
prevent crime problems?

A This question tends to label Mr. 
Sanchez as irresponsible. I will an-
swer in so much as general guidelines 
that are helpful, but please under-
stand it is not my position to make 
such a judgement. Cooperation with 
the police, a trespass agreement, a 
requirement for photo ID, of which a 
copy is maintained, a current register 
including all guests, and video sur-
veillance of the common areas are all 
helpful ways to both curtail certain 
behaviors as well as assist in deal-
ing with the aftermath if something 
should occur.

Q What should neighbors do to 
help the police?

A Neighbors should be cognizant 
of unusual people and activities in 
the area. The best record we can keep 
of problems is through the creation 
of calls for service recorded by the 
Bureau of Emergency Communi-

cation (BOEC) in their Computer 
Aided Dispatch (CAD) system. Talk 
to each other and be an organized 
front. Come to the Eliot Neighbor-
hood Association meetings and talk 
to me. I can best be reached by e-mail 
at phelzer@portlandpolice.org. That 
way you can send a message and I 
can reply during work hours without 
waking anybody up.

Q Are there policy changes that the 
city could take that might help?

A City code has developed through 
the years with the chronic nuisance 
proceedings that were developed 
in response to the problems with 
many of the hotels along Interstate 
Ave. Chronic nuisance is intention-
ally difficult, in order to preserve 
rights. It is not always convenient 
for everyone, but the constitution 
exists to protect everyone. Private 
property rights are something we 
all hold dear and the fact that this 
ordinance provides a means to seize 
someone’s property means a signifi-
cant burden of proof. •

L ocally owned and operated grocer 
New Seasons Market announced 
that it has purchased property in 

North Portland’s Eliot neighborhood to 
house the company’s store support of-
fices. New Seasons Market anticipates 
closing on the property in February 
and relocating from their current of-
fice in SE Portland in late spring. More 
than 65 employees will work at the 
new site. 

“In 2000 we opened our first store 
in Raleigh Hills. We had 70 employees 
and just a handful of store support 
staff. Last week we announced our 
10th New Seasons Market location. 
We now have over 1,500 employees 
and 65 store support staff. A can of 
sardines comes to mind when describ-
ing our current office space,” said 
New Seasons Market President Lisa 
Sedlar. “Because we are a local com-
pany, it was a priority for us to stay 
in a Portland neighborhood. We are 
excited about the Eliot neighborhood 
because it allows us easy access to all 
of our stores and has a great view of 
downtown to boot.” 

The purchase includes three build-
ings: 2004 N. Vancouver, 1931 N.  
Williams and 2017 N. Williams. New 
Seasons Market will convert the ex-
isting 10,000-square-foot building 
at 2004 N. Vancouver, currently a 

warehouse, into its store support of-
fices. In keeping with New Seasons 
Market’s emphasis on sustainability, the 
renovation will include the addition of 
30 windows to increase natural light, 
non-toxic carpets and paints, and an 
energy-efficient heating and cooling 
system. The new headquarters will 
house staff offices, meeting rooms, 
break rooms and flexible space. The 
property is located on a bus route and 
a bike path. 

“We are pleased to have New Sea-
son’s, a socially responsible, local com-
pany, move into Eliot,” said Jennifer 
Jako, Eliot Neighborhood Association 
vice chair.

To help reduce the number of parked 
cars on the street and reduce impact 
to the neighborhood, the building at 
2017 N. Williams will be demolished 
to make room for a surface parking lot. 
The property is currently vacant and 
uninhabitable. The third property, at 
1931 N. Williams is currently leased 
to an existing tenant. 

Founded by three Portland area 
families, New Seasons Market strives 
to combine the service and atmosphere 
of an old-fashioned neighborhood 
market with a selection of foods and 
other products for today’s lifestyle. For 
store locations and hours, visit www.
newseasonsmarket.com. •

New Seasons Market 
Moving Offices to Eliot



Akasu Hair Studio and Spa
2037 N. Williams Ave.  
503-287-3813
What:  Hair; massage including relaxation, chronic 

pain and injury; skin treatments including 
facials, microdermabrasion, rosacea and acne 
treatment; manicures and pedicures; hand and 
foot therapies.

Vibe:  Earthy tones, intimate sitting spaces, flowing 
water, local art and bamboo plants relax and 
pamper at this full-service spa.

Hours:  Appointments available Mon–Fri, 8 a.m.–8 p.m.; 
Saturday, 8 a.m.–6 p.m.

Broadway Barber Shop
623 N.E. Broadway (Next to Les Schwab) 
503-287-3111
What:  Hair. Caters to men, women, kids. A walk-in 

barber shop, kids welcome. 
Vibe:  Simple, inexpensive haircuts. No frills, but 

plenty of toys for the kids to enjoy.
Hours:  Tues–Fri, 9 a.m.–5:30 p.m.;  

Saturday 9 a.m.–4 p.m.

Dean’s Barber Shop
213 N.E. Hancock St. 
503-282-2920
What:  Haircuts. Barbering. Shaves.
Vibe:  Longtime African-American barber shop with 

many third-generation customers. 
Hours:  Tues–Fri, 9 a.m.–6 p.m.; Saturday, 8 a.m.–5 p.m.

Eliot 
SalonS 

Dean’s Beauty Salon
215 N.E. Hancock St. 
503-282-3379
What:  Haircuts, Dyes, Weaves. Full-service hair salon.
Vibe:  The women’s branch of the barbershop with 

the same name, where ladies have been getting 
their hair styled since 1954.

Hours:  Tues–Fri, 9 a.m.–6 p.m.; Saturday, 8 a.m.–5 p.m.

Dirty Little Secret
1909 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-288-8968
What:  Full-service hair salon, facial waxing. 

Professional dreads/weaves available by  
appointment.

Vibe:  A little bit of kitsch and funk, complete  
coziness and experienced stylists.

Hours:  Open seven days by appointment,  
10 a.m.–8 p.m. 

European Institute of Cosmetology
2540 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

503-525-0200
What:  Hair, nails, esthetics.

The Mane Place
2721 N.E. 7th Ave.  
503-287-7664
What:  Hair
Vibe:  A comfortable, well-lit fixture in women’s hair 

care, on a corner that has long been a haven  
for salons.

Hours:  Call for appointments.

Purusha Salon and Spa
2637-C N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-282-2155
What:  Hair, facials, waxing, massage.
Vibe:  A comfortable window to MLK, combining a 

slick look with a relaxed feel and lots of natural 
light.

Hours:  Mon–Sat by appointment only.

Reggie’s Barber Shop
3213 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-280-0222
What:  Men & women’s hair cuts. Beard, eyebrows, 

mustache. Razor line. Straight razor shaves.  
Walk-ins as well as by appointment.

Vibe:  An old-school barber shop that happens to be 
new, and caters to kids, too. 

Hours:  Tues–Fri, 11 a.m.–7 p.m. 
Saturday 10 a.m.–7 p.m. 

Style Solutions
2723 N.E. 7th Ave. 
503-280-4938
What:  Hair
Vibe:  A homey place with colorful murals on the 

wall and a full range of hair services, including 
cuts, styles, relaxing and curls.

Wildroot
801 N. Russell St. 
503-280-2044 • www.wildrootsalon.net
What:  Hair, facial waxing
Vibe:  Industrial meets cozy in this renovated build-

ing where top-notch stylists offer a drink or 
neck massage along with your hair cut.

Hours:  Monday, 7:30 a.m.–6 p.m.; Tues–Fri, 8 a.m.–7 p.m.; 
Saturday, 9 a.m.–4 p.m.


