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W hen the Eliot Neigh-
borhood Association 
(ENDA) decided to op-
pose Cascadia’s plans 

to open a drug treatment outpatient 
clinic and housing for mentally-ill, 
post-incarceration clients at 3034 
N.E. Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd., 
we knew it would be an uphill 
battle. But it was eye-opening to see 
just how intertwined these contrac-
tors are with city officials.

From the Cascadia campaign I 
learned that Eliot has been through 
situations like this several times in 
the last 15 years, and even drafted 
a policy in 1997 stating “no more 
special needs facilities in Eliot.” Be-
fore I moved in, I was only aware of 
the hospital. Now I have learned just 
how many special needs facilities, 
group homes, “structured transi-
tional living,” assisted living homes, 
social services, and the like are 
housed in this tiny neighborhood. I 
thought we had a good case to make 
to our elected officials of how Eliot 
has always done its fair share in the 
social service sector—but adding 
more of the same decreases our 
diversity, decreases our home own-
ership, and has a negative impact 
upon economic and commercial re-
vitalization. They listened, but with 
unsympathetic ears.

Cascadia and other contractors do 
important work. They’re needed. 
They’re especially needed because 
of the city’s ambitious goal to end 
chronic homelessness in 10 years. 
The city’s plan states, “By 2015, the 
City and County will create 1,600 
new housing units designated for 
the chronically homeless and 600 
new units designated for homeless 
families.”

Can you guess where all that new 
housing will be built? Probably not 
in the South Waterfront district or 
the West Hills.

These contractors not only do vital 
work, but they do it at bargain rates. 
Think of all the money saved on 
salaries, PERS, and other benefits by 
allowing contractors to perform the 
job rather than unionized govern-
ment employees. Why would the city 
and county shoot itself in the foot to 
help out a few Northeast neighbor-
hoods nurture their livability and 
diversity?

Cascadia is like the county’s be-
loved punching bag. They perform 
some of some of their toughest jobs, 
save them a lot of money, and buffer 
out the complaints and headaches 
from the community. If something 
goes wrong, it’s not the city or county 
who’s responsible, it’s a private, non-
profit contractor.

The county can also forget about 
any hassles with unions or layoffs. 
When times are tough, the county 
doesn’t have to lay off their employ-
ees; they can simply reduce their 
spending on the contracts, and 
the pain will trickle down to the 
contractor’s lowest employees on the 
totem pole.

Anyway, it’s very easy for outside 
parties to misconstrue our neighbor-
hood’s point of view. When we start 
talking about “negative economic 
impact” on Eliot and “over-satura-
tion,” most people’s attention spans 
start to wander.

Our main concerns
First, adding a drug-treatment outpa-
tient clinic and housing for mentally 
ill, and mentally ill ex-convicts, will 
have a chilling effect on positive com-
mercial and economic growth along 
MLK. MLK is a blighted, struggling 
street. It has been so for decades. Its 
problems are complex, changing, 
and long-lasting. Why do streets 
like Alberta, Mississippi, and now 
Vancouver/Williams blossom and 
grow on their own merits, while MLK 
continues to languish amid weed-
choked vacant lots and crumbling 
abandoned buildings? It’s too big of 
a question to examine here. The com-
munity has formed task forces and 
vision committees to look for solu-
tions to this very issue. The Portland 
Development Commission depends 
on property tax revenues to invest in 

MLK. Non-profits don’t pay property 
taxes, so non-profits on MLK dimin-
ish its source of funds to implement 
the MLK Plan.

Mayor Potter recently wrote: “Cas-
cadia’s purchase of the YO Center will 
not inhibit the revitalization plans we 
have for MLK. I have charged PDC to 
work with PDOT and the Planning 
Bureau to align resources and existing 
plans (including the Albina Commu-
nity Plan) to prioritize revitalization 
of MLK.” Many of us are interested to 
learn exactly what he means by this. 
I’m waiting to hear back from him 
with specifics.

The MLK Action Plan is to focus on 
the “revitalization of MLK to develop 
a corridor that promotes local wealth 
creation…” centered along six strate-
gies that include:

Supporting small businesses, 
especially ones that are minority-
owned

Highlighting the image and  
market on MLK Blvd.

Facilitating commercial, mixed 
use development

•

•

•

By Matt Gilley, Eliot resident

There are now two web sites with information about the Eliot 
neighborhood. 

Eliot resident Jennifer Jako is blogging on OregonLive at  
http://www.oregonlive.com/eliot/weblog/
You can email her with suggestions at: jako@teleport.com

There’s also a lot of info about Eliot including a copy of the latest 
Eliot News at http://www.portlandneighborhood.com/eliot.html

For questions about the Eliot News write to eliotnews@gmail.com

New web sites link Eliot residents
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The Cascadia Campaign: Lessons Learned

Cascadia’s future site at 3034 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd (formerly the YO Center). 

Please Join Us!

(continues on page 7)
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eliot moNthlY meetiNgS
If  you live or work in Eliot, you are welcome and encouraged to attend the 
monthly meetings of  the Eliot Neighborhood Association, which are held 
the second Monday of  each month at Emanuel Hospital.

It’s a great opportunity to meet your neighbors, stay informed about 
what’s going on in Eliot, help build a stronger community, and have input 
into decisions that may affect you. Also consider joining a committee or 
becoming a board member (we have vacancies).

Emanuel Hospital, 501 N. Graham, Medical Office Building West  
Conference Room

eliot Neighborhood ASSoCiAtioN
The Eliot Neighborhood Association (ENDA) is a nonprofit corporation 
whose members are the residents and business owners of the Eliot Neigh-
borhood. Its purpose is to inform Eliot residents about issues affecting 
the neighborhood through meetings, newsletters and other activities. 
Members of the neighborhood association must be over 14 years old and 
live, own property, have a business, or represent a nonprofit within the 
neighborhood. The Eliot Neighborhood Association was founded in 1969. 
It is recognized by the City of Portland, is a member of the Northeast 
Coalition of Neighborhoods, Inc., and has representatives on several other 
groups and committees.

eNdA boArd memberS
Chair  Gary Hampton, 503.282.5429, garybhampton@yahoo.com

Co Vice Chairs  Chris Bleiler and Jennifer Jako
503.284.6650, jjako@rebuildingcenter.org

Treasurer  Carol Kennedy, 503.331.1312, carolkennedy1@juno.com

Recorder  Jason Mershon
503.330.0922/503.331.2929, jason_ji_1900@yahoo.com

Newsletter Editor  Tony Green, 503-221-8202, Eliotnews@gmail.com

Eric Aronson, 503.282.4126, earonson@ch2m.com 

Howie Bierbaum, The Wonder Ballroom 
503.284.8686, howie@wonderballroom.com

Ryan Bender, Tubman Middle School, Sun School Coordinator
503.916.5636, rbender@pps.k12.or.us 

Pauline Bradford, 503.287.7138

Co Board Members  Abby Christopher and Mike Faden, 503.282.2658, 
achristopher@christopher.com or mikefaden@yahoo.com

Co Board Members  Matt Gilley and Vickie Walker
503.233.0929, gilley67@msn.com or vw63@excite.com

Co Board Members  Todd Morella and Kirsten Jenkins
503.515.6633, kirstenjenkins@hotmail.com

Laurie Simpson, 503.280.1005, lauriejane63@hotmail.com

Matt Svybersky, Volunteers of  America, Men’s Residential Center
503.335.8611, msvybersky@voaor.org

Serena Stoudamire, Legacy Emanuel Hospital 
503.413.4630, sstoudam@lhs.org

Co Board Members  Chris Yeargers and Marie D’Hulst 
503.284.4392, cyeargers@yahoo.com or dhulstml@yahoo.com

eNdA lANd uSe Committee:
Chair — Mike Warwick
503.417.7555/503.284.7010, mike.warwick@pnl.gov

Chris Bleiler, 503.998.8806, cbleiler@fixpdx.com

Pauline Bradford, 503.287.7138

Matt Gilley, 503.233.0929, gilley67@msn.com

Gary Hampton, 503.282-5429, garybhampton@yahoo.com 
Kirsten Jenkins, 503.515.6633, kirstenjenkins@hotmail.com
Jason Mershon, 503.330.0922/503.331.2929,  
   jason_ji_1900@yahoo.com 
Laurie Simpson, 503.282.1005, lauriejane63@hotmail.com

eliot NeWS is published four times a year by the Eliot Neighborhood 
Association. It is delivered or mailed free of charge to every address in the 
neighborhood. It does not have a ISBN.

Editor: Tony Green, 503-221-8202 • Eliotnews@gmail.com 
Layout: Lisa J. Switalla • 503-460-2558 • ljswitalla@comcast.net
Advertising: Eliotnews@gmail.com
Delivery Coordinator: Kirsten Jenkins • 503-515-6633

Rights to articles are retained by the author. Opinions of the authors do not 
necessarily reflect the official positions of  the Eliot Neighborhood Association

Letter to the EditorU

I ’m about to have four new neighbors on the lot immediately to the west of 
me. I’m not pleased.

 It’s not the people, identities yet unknown, that will be living next to me that 
I object to; chances are they’ll be fine people, as most human beings are. It’s the 
dwellings they are building for them.

 Gone is the worn but comfortable wall—a comfortable distance away—in 
a house more or less like mine. Gone is the 40-foot cedar tree in front and the 
lovingly-tended garden in the rear. Gone, most of all, is Amy Bradley, the ma-
triarch of our block for more than 40 years, and my neighbor and friend for 
more than 20 years.

 In their place Sakura Quality Homes is building four monoliths surrounded 
by concrete. The nearest one looms three stories above me, barely five feet from 
my bedroom window.

 The buildings are actually the least of my problems. I miss Amy, but at age 95 
it was finally her time to move onward. (One of the last things she said to me 
was, “If I can’t put my hands in the dirt any more, I don’t want to go on.”)

 I am sorry to see the house, the tree and the garden go, and not just for sen-
timental reasons. It has been an Eliot neighborhood goal to protect and retain 
sound, existing houses whenever possible (more about this later). However, 
in this case a very small, rundown house occupied a large lot capable of ac-
commodating several units. I could not, with a straight face, tell the develop-
ers that they could make more money by fixing up the existing building than 
they could by building three new ones. As for the crowding, if I have any beef 
it is with the long-dead builder of my home, who, in 1903, placed my house 
inches from the property line, and the city official who allowed it. At any rate 
this placement affects me alone.

 There are several bigger concerns.

 One is the way the city chose to deal with this available property. In 1994, 
when I and others wrote the Eliot Neighborhood Plan and contributed to the 
Albina Community Plan, we embraced the idea of bringing greater density 
into Eliot. We placed the EXD “anything goes” zone, and the RXD and CXD 
ultra-high density zones, on large parts of the neighborhood; only in this way, 
we felt, could we regain the population we had lost through housing removal 
for projects large and small over the previous 30 years. One limitation we in-
corporated was that we did not want to create an incentive for people to tear 
down what was left of our historic single family housing stock. Thus, the area 
between Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd and Seventh Street was “downzoned” from 
R1 to a less dense and more restrictive R2—the only area in the 20 square miles 
covered by the Albina Plan to receive more restrictive zoning.

 Which is why I was dismayed to find that the city granted Sakura the right 
to put four units on a 6,012 square foot lot, where the R2 zoning normally 
requires 2,000 square feet of lot space per unit. Without consulting the Eliot 
Neighborhood Association, a city official decided that because the units have 
solar elements, they deserved a density bonus.

 This is problematic in light of another issue: design and compatibility. We 
said, in effect, “We’ll let you build many different types of buildings here, and 
a lot of them, but we want you to build them right.” We made design review 
mandatory for all development on Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd (and later used 
it to delay and ultimately torpedo a proposed McDonald’s.) We also initiated 
seven new historic design zones, two of them in Eliot and one covering most 
of the neighborhood’s traditional single family home areas. As the heart of old 
Albina, we are one of Portland’s oldest neighborhoods. We can’t prevent change 
from happening, but we sought to have the new buildings retain the flavor of 
the old neighborhood.

 Architect Peter Wilcox, the designer of the Albina Corner building, and his 
friends at the American Institute of Architects, created a shorthand version of our 
objective called “The Ten Essentials.” Published as part of the Albina Community 
Plan process, it is still available at the city’s Bureau of Planning. 

The Ten Essentials are elements that need to be met if one is doing infill 
development in older inner North and Northeast neighborhoods—indeed, 
most older Portland neighborhoods.They are worth repeating:

1. A useable front porch

2. A front yard that contributes to the streetscape and is visually accessible

3. Build to the existing lot grade, without excavating down to street level

4. Good landscaping

5. Affordable siding materials that fit the neighborhood

My New Neighbors By Lee Perlman

(continues on page 2)
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        equity group, inc.

Kirsten Jenkins
503.515.6633

RE/MAX Inc., Realtors
Office: (503) 287-8989

Active Listings Bed Bath Sq Ft Price

537 N Ivy 3 1 2626 $299,000
538 NE Knott 3 2.1 1356 $279,900
504 NE Thompson 2 1 1756 $299,500
51 NE Graham 2 2 2466 $379,900
719 NE Tillamook 3 3 1498 $379,950
118 NE Tillamook 5 4 2550 $405,000

Pending Listings Bed Bath Sq Ft Price

3806 N Albina 3 2 1844 $462,000
216 NE Tillamook 3 1 1336 $285,000

Sold Listings Bed Bath Sq Ft Price

246 NE Thompson 3  1.1 2638 $429,000
3821 NE 7th 3 1 1222 $250,000
502 NE Knott 3 2.1 1356 $259,000
2301 NE Rodney 3 2 1573 $276,950
526 NE Stanton 3 1 2036 $280,000
2416 NE 7th 2 1 1329 $287,500
229 NE Monroe 3 1.1 2292 $289,000
74 NE Ivy 3 2 2334 $322,500
626 NE Russell 3 2 1596 $327,000
119 NE Morris 4 2 2830 $360,000
2517 NE 7th 5 3 2203 $374,000
3606 NE Grand 2 1.1 2232 $385,000
23 San Rafael 8 4 5187 $450,000
3725 NE Mallory 4 2 2654 $455,000

Kirsten Jenkins’ Real Estate Report

Want to know about:
  Great new capital gains tax laws?
  Current market information on your home?

I know your neighborhood.

XER

T here is a lot of news for this 
column, but not much big 
news. First, a group of mostly 
Eliot residents have formed 

(or revived) Friends of MLK (FOM) to 
respond to the challenges presented by 
the Cascadia project (read an update later 

in this column). The Eliot Land Use Com-
mittee has an obligation to fairness for 
applicants that come before it seeking 
neighborhood review of their projects, 
FOM does not. Therefore, it can be more 
assertive and more overtly political. 
Hopefully, the group can be sustained, 
and thanks to internet newsgroups, that 
is easier. At present, FOM is a mem-
bership group based on opposition to 
projects, like Cascadia’s, that do not 
enhance the neighborhood or prospects 
for development along MLK.

Regarding Cascadia, the real estate 
transaction has closed on very favor-
able terms. As a result, Cascadia is 
likely to be here to stay. Fortunately, 
they have adopted a “good neighbor” 
stance and are trying to reach agree-
ment with Eliot to minimize the ill- 
effects their operations have experi-
enced in other neighborhoods and to 
become good neighbor for the long 
term. Their immediate plans are to 
relocate their Administrative offices to 
the former YO Center and to open a 
new treatment facility. Their long-term 
plans include developing the balance 
of the site, which is zoned for housing. 
They have been approached by profes-
sional developers about partnerships 
that could result in more intense devel-
opment of the site, consistent with the 
Albina Plan. Although they are open to 
this in concept, they are in no hurry 
and want to develop a “master plan” 
for the site first. 

The Cascadia debacle stimulated a 
flurry of communication with politicos, 
mostly from FOM, that have finally 

By Mike Warwick

resulted in some recognition that the 
City and County need a Siting Policy 
to avoid concentrating social service 
centers and low-income housing in 
any one area of the City and County 
(and in Eliot’s case, further concentrat-
ing). Both FOM and Eliot will need to 
keep on top of this to ensure policy 
makers are fully appraised of the high 
concentration of these facilities Eliot 
already has (they are not at present) 
and will bring pressure to bear on the 
process if it doesn’t address the issues 
adequately.

There are two longer term, but im-
portant developments underway near, 
but not in Eliot. The most important of 
these is the plan to put a streetcar line 
on N.E. Broadway. This line will be an 
extension of the streetcar that loops 
through NW Portland to PSU and be-
yond. The new section will cross the 
Broadway Bridge from the Pearl, travel 
south on 7th and MLK/Grand (south 
of 1-84), and close the loop south 
of downtown. Although the route is 
pretty much cast in concrete, the use 
of federal funds requires an EIS and 
analysis of options. Eliot got wind of 
that process and both Eliot and FOM 
have commented that the streetcar line  
should be extended up MLK as well as 
down—perhaps making a T-shaped 
loop that would include Alberta and 
Killingsworth as well as MLK. The City 
has opposed this out of concern for 
traffic on MLK and lack of funds. It is 
difficult not to suspect that racism is 
part of the equation, as the City has not 
hesitated to propose uneconomic civic 
projects in the richer, whiter parts of 
the City (the Pearl, South Waterfront, 
etc.); while neglecting to plan for low-
income housing I might add. 

The second development is a pro-
posal for a bike/walking path along the 
north side of Sullivan’s Gulch (where 

Around EliotB

I-84 and light rail run). This is a very 
ambitious proposal, but it would close 
another transportation “loop” by ty-
ing together the path along I-205, the 
Springwater Corridor path in SE, and 
the Vera Katz Esplanade.

Development News
Joe Weston’s proposal to build a 
“needle” condo tower at the end of 
the Broadway bridge continues to 
move in baby steps. He has requested 
a minor zone change that will allow 
the tower to be higher (but narrower) 
than current zoning permits. That 
will only be allowed if an experiment 
with that specific zone in the Pearl is a 
success. Weston told me he isn’t in a 
hurry to build there, and has a couple 
of other projects he wants to do first. 
Even if this was on a fast track, it 
would take five or so years before we 
see any concrete proposals.

The proposed work force housing 
project that Armstrong Development 
submitted for the “Echo” site has been 
withdrawn. They have put the site on 
the market, for $1.4 Million!

There is a proposal to build a duplex 
behind an existing house at 222 N.E. 
Fremont St. 

•

•

•

Widmer Brewing Co. has revised its 
plans for expansion of its warehouse/
brew house south of Russell St.

The developers of the condos on 7th 
Street  across from Irving Park finally 
sent us their plans. The City screwed 
up and sent them to Irvington for 
LUC review. Although Irvington told 
them to meet with us, they never 
bothered to do so. Construction is 
well underway, but I have seen the 
plans and they look pretty good. 

There are a couple of major con-
struction projects planned in lower 
Albina associated with “the Big Pipe 
Project” and a Union Pacific clean 
water project. 

The “Available” sign on the Roth/
Hertz lot on MLK at Tillamook isn’t 
an offer to sell, but for Hertz to 
sublet the lot. Hertz will continue 
to rent vehicles at that location but 
they have discontinued vehicle sales, 
apparently at the other sites as well. 
Also, Broadway Toyota purchased 
the building north of their lot where 
the furniture shop used to be. This 
probably means that they will ex-
pand into that location, what and 
how remains to be seen.

•

•

•

•

6. A roof pitch similar to neighboring houses

7. At least one dormer

8. Repetitive vertical windows

9. Trim and details that give the house character

10. Create density one of two living spaces at a time

 Well, is one out of ten bad? Sakura certainly has filled—over-filled—pro-
vision #10. Aside from that, my new neighboring buildings, who no doubt 
would be a big hit in Beaverton, no more fit The Ten Essentials than they did 
with the surrounding of our block. This is what some planner felt deserved 
an additional unit.

 Is this a one of a kind phenomenon? I certainly hope so. However, in the field 
of historic preservation, Eliot holds a distinction we could well do without. A 
1990s inventory of previously listed potential landmarks and historic resources 
showed that, of the 13 Albina Plan neighborhoods, we led the pack in terms 
of resources demolished or so altered they no longer retained their historic 
character. If we don’t want more of the same, if we don’t want our unique and 
special place to be sacrificed to “what the market wants,” we need to fight hard 
with the tools we have, and seek to gain new ones.

 As for me, I’m like Robert Burns’ farmer in his poem “To A Mouse.” It reads, 
“And the future, though I canna see, I guess and fear.”

LETTEr, continued from page 2
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Historic Homes and Buildings of Eliot.

T he Eliot neighborhood is 
so fortunate to have several 
historic churches that were 
started over 100 years ago. 

These graceful buildings remind us 
of the community involvement of 
neighborhood residents of the past. 
Over decades though, congregations 
and denominations change. On rare 
occasions, the buildings are put up 
for sale. At the present time, the St. 
Paul Church of God in Christ, located 
at 2859 N.E. Rodney Avenue is on the 
market. This fine building of the Arts 

By Roy E. Roos

Historic Church for Sale
& Crafts architectural style would 
make an excellent home for a new 
church congregation. The building 
originally housed the Second Ger-
man Methodist Episcopal Church 
and was one of a cluster of many 
smaller churches that stood proudly 
on corners on N.E. Rodney Avenue 
between Sacramento and Ivy Streets 
at the beginning of the 20th Century. 
Although many were lost over recent 
decades due to neglect, arson and 
redevelopment, we still have archi-
tecturally intact examples that stand 
proud.

The German Methodist Episcopal 
Church was founded in the 1880s and 
held services in a building at N.W. 8th 
& Davis that reached out to a growing 
community of German immigrants. 
In May 1891, the church purchased 
the property at the southwest corner 
of N.E. Rodney & Stanton. At that 
time, a house in the Vernacular Vic-
torian style was on the property that 
faced Stanton Street. It is believed the 
house at 78 N.E. Stanton was built by 
Edward Durham in 1888 and at the 

time served as the parsonage for the 
pastor of the new church.

In 1891, the church commenced 
construction of a new sanctuary at 
the corner of N.E. Rodney & Stan-
ton. Reverend Frederick H. Luecke 
was the founding pastor and likely 
the driving factor in getting the fast-
growing church established at their 
new Albina location to serve the many 
Germans coming here due to a build-
ing boom. In addition to spiritual 
needs, the congregation also served 
a vital connection for German trans-
plants learning English, participating 
in community functions and servicing 
job placement.

In 1894, due to a severe economic 
recession and other unknown fac-
tors, there was an apparent split in 
the church and the pastor left. The 
church became known as the Second 
German Methodist Episcopal Church 
and Reverend Ludwig Gaiser became 
the new pastor. By 1898, he took a 
call to a new church and was replaced 
by Reverend Hans Hansen. In 1904, 
Reverend Carl A. Priesing served as  
pastor until 1907, when Reverend 
William M. Maas took his place.

In 1909, a new and larger beautiful 
church sanctuary in the trendy Arts 
& Crafts style was completed on the 
same site as the original church build-
ing. Due to a lack of building records, 
it is not known if the old structure was 
remodeled and enlarged or if it was 
destroyed by fire. The name of the 
church was changed to Rodney Av-
enue German M. E. Church although 
most of the congregation were still 
original members. 

In 1913, Reverend Franz A. Schumann 
took the helm. He and his wife Maria 
D. were notable for dedicating the 

remainder of their lives to the church 
and served the congregation until his 
retirement in 1942.

Reverend Jacob C. Johannes took 
his place in 1942. Due to ill feelings 
towards Germany in World War II, 
the name was shortened to Rodney 
Avenue Methodist. He helped the 
church survive through dwindling 
membership into the early 1950s.

 Hans R. Leitner became the last 
pastor of Rodney Avenue Methodist 
in 1954. Due to declining member-
ship, the church lasted until 1959. 
After the dissolution, Leitner became 
the manager of the Portland Medical 
Hospital in NW Portland at 2566 N.W. 
Marshall.

In 1958, the St. Paul Church of 
God in Christ, a strongly connected 
African-American Church under 
the leadership of Bishop Joseph C. 
Foster, acquired the building. The 
church became a focal point in the 
neighborhood with fiery sermons and 
great music for decades. Later, Foster 
retired and his adopted son took his 
place.

Over the past two decades, St. Paul 
faced the same fate as the previous 
German church as older members 
passed away and younger ones left the 
neighborhood. The church closed last 
year. We are hopeful that a new church 
body will continue the legacy of this 
grand historic gathering place.

This is an excerpt of  a book The History 
of Albina, anticipated for publication in 
late 2006 by the author. Roos seeks any 
old photographs and historic stories 
related to Eliot. He also conducts his-
toric research on homes in the Eliot & 
Boise neighborhoods at very reasonable 
rates. He can be contacted at 503-282-
9436 or reroos@juno.com

The building cornerstone is an integral tes-
tament to the German Methodist Episcopal 
Church and its members.

The church for sale at N.E. Rodney & Stanton is an important historical building for Eliot.



eliot NeWS Summer 20064 5

eliot eAterieS 

Breakfast/Coffee/Cafés 
Bridges Café 
2716 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-288-4169

Eliot E-Mat Café 
2808 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-280-8889 

Goldrush Coffee Bar 
2601 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
503-331-5955 

San Rafael Café
415 N.E. San Rafael St. 

Tiny’s Café
2031 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
503-467-4199

Bars/Taverns
820 
820 N. Russell St., 503-284-5518 

Bill Ray’s Dive 
2210 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

Billy Reed’s Restaurant & Bar 
2808 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-493-8127 

McMenamin’s White Eagle Café & Saloon 
836 N. Russell St., 503-282-6810 

Sloan’s Tavern 
36 N. Russell St., 503-287-2262 

Widmer Gasthaus 
929 N. Russell St., 503-281-3333 

Lunch/Dinner 
Café Wonder 
128 N.E. Russell St. 
503-493-0371  

Chuck’s Market, J&S Grocery 
2415 N. Williams Ave. 
503-281-6269

Doris’ Café 
3606 N. Williams Ave., 503-460-2595

Echo
2225 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
503-460-3246

Mint 
816 N. Russell St., 503-284-5518 

Pizza A Go Go
3240 N. Williams St.
503-335-0300

Popeye’s Famous Fried Chicken 
3120 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-281-8455 

Queen of Sheba 
2413 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-287-6302 

Russell Street BBQ
325 N.E. Russell St.
503-528-8224

Tropicana Bar Be Cue 
3217 N. Williams Ave. 
503-281-8696 

Local Food FindsFH



434 N. Tillamook Street
Portland, Oregon 97227

Phone (503) 281-1238 CCB0040364

Portland Streetcar Comes to the Eastside
By Matt Gilley, Eliot resident

A t our May Eliot Neighbor-
hood Land Use Committee 
meeting, METRO updated 
us on the Portland Streetcar’s 

expansion to the eastside. The rails 
will travel over the Broadway Bridge 
and head east to Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Blvd. From there, the city council’s 
current plans are for the streetcar to 
turn South along MLK and Grand 
Aves.It will cross the Willamette on a 
new bridge to connect with the South 
Waterfront District.

The route along MLK and Grand 
Aves. between Broadway and the Ross 
Island Bridge is zoned completely for 
commercial and business use—there 
are no neighborhoods or residential 
areas along the route. Whereas, if the 
streetcar turned North from Broadway, 

it would service thousands of North-
east Portland residents, not just Lloyd 
Center mall-shoppers and out-of-town 
visitors at the Convention Center.

The current route under consid-
eration by the City completely by-
passes the Eliot neighborhood and 
other Northeast neighborhoods along 
MLK—the heart of the most racially-
diverse part of Portland.

The streetcar line switch is an obvi-
ous way to achieve Strategy #6 of the 
Portland Development Commission’s 
MLK Action Plan, “Improve the func-
tion of MLK for people and transit.” A 
streetcar along one of the lanes in each 
direction would have a huge traffic-
calming effect on MLK, would increase 
pedestrian friendliness, and would 
support small businesses, especially 
minority-owned businesses. This factor 
aids the MLK Corridor in such a way 
that it achieves Strategy #2,  “Support 
businesses development, especially 
minority-owned businesses, in the 
MLK Corridor.”

It is interesting to note how the com-
munity is studying the Vancouver/Wil-
liams corridor. A questionnaire is circu-
lating among Eliot and Boise residents 
asking whether they feel the traffic on 
Vancouver/Williams is too fast, too 
congested, and perhaps requires some 
calming devices. The conditions on 
Vancouver/Williams are already more 
desirable for growth than they are on 
MLK, and traffic is already slower and 
thinner than that on MLK. Businesses 
are also popping up and revitalizing 
faster than MLK-based businesses. If 
such improvements and traffic-calming 
steps are taken on Vancouver/Williams, 
the negatives aspects might simply shift 
from there to MLK. More drivers would 
decide to barrel down MLK rather than 

suffer whatever traffic-calming devices 
are installed on the other corridor.

This is an aside, but worth mention-
ing: perhaps MLK’s center median 
could be removed and a new streetcar 
track installed along the center? The 
center median has been a bone of 
contention among long-time Northeast 
Portland residents and business own-
ers. They partially blame the median 
for the death of minority-owned busi-
nesses along MLK, and for the current 
blighted conditions of the street. When 
the medians and trees were installed, 
it eliminated on-street parking and 
prevented cross-traffic turning lanes in 
many places. All of these things were 
bad for business, they say.

Mike Warwick, Eliot’s Land Use 
Chair, has broached the subject of 
extending the streetcar line north 
along MLK as far as Alberta Street. He 
has been rebuffed by PDOT (Portland 
Dept. of Transportation). We are still 
unclear as to why PDOT is reluctant to 
consider a streetcar line on MLK. 

MLK is included in PDC’s revitaliza-
tion zone, but there appears to be no 
more PDC funds available. We hope 
there is some way to find funds for this 
project, and hope that we can all work 
together to find a way to bring streetcar 
transit to Northeast Portland.

The many special-needs facilities 
and social services located along MLK, 
such as Cascadia’s new facility at the 
YO Center, would also benefit greatly 
from streetcar access. Their clients 
and employees would benefit from the 
transportation, and the calming of traf-
fic would make crossing the boulevard 
safer and easier. Working together, we 
can make MLK a better street upon 
which to live and work.

It doesn’t look promising, of course, 
because of property values along MLK. 
According to Estee Segal of the PDC, 
property owners along MLK share the 
construction costs, and sometimes 
agree to tax themselves to pay for the 
streetcar. Since some property owners 
along MLK don’t seem willing to do 
more than let their weeds grow waist-
high, or let their paint peel off their 
buildings, PDC sees that as a major 
roadblock.

“There’s a general feeling that prop-
erty values on MLK won’t yet support 
such a mechanism,” Segal wrote. “At 
least not to the degree that would make 
it as ‘easy’ to finance as a central city 
alignment.”

So we have a catch-22 on MLK: The 
streetcar would help revitalize MLK, 
but the streetcar won’t come unless 
MLK is revitalized.

But the streetcar doesn’t have to 
travel along MLK to benefit Northeast 
neighborhoods. What about bringing 
the line along Vancouver/Williams? 
That corridor is revitalizing on its 
own—at Mississippi and Alberta 
speeds. Wouldn’t the streetcar be more 
affordable there? 

METRO is taking public comments 
on the streetcar eastside expansion. I 
encourage concerned citizens to please 
call and write METRO at the following 
contacts:

Email: trans@metro.dst.or.us

Phone: 503-797-1900

Mailing Address:
Eastside Transit Alternatives Analysis
600 NE Grand Ave
Portland, OR 97232

Saving and Improving Housing in Eliot 
Neighborhood for 25 Years.

Houses and Apartments for rent. 
(503) 806-3502

BAILEY & WARWICK 

Clogged Stormwater Drains?
The City’s maintenance bureau is not as  
busy during the summer, so if you have a 
stormwater drain in the street near your house that you 
have noticed is draining slowly or looks to be full of  
debris, please give them a call:

503.823.1700
please provide caller’s name
phone number in case they can’t find it or have questions
location of plugged catch-basin
which corner it is on (NW corner, SE corner, etc.)

If you would like to work to reduce your contribution to 
the big stormwater runoff problem, call the City’s Down-
spout Disconnection Program at 503.823.5858








Summer 2006 7

eliot NeWS Ad rAteS

Category Size (h x w) 1x 2x 3x 4x
1/16 PAgE 2.25" x 5"  $ 25  $ 42  $ 63  $ 84 
1/8 Page 4.5" x 5"  $ 37  $ 68  $ 97  $ 122 
1/4 PAgE 8.25" x 5"  $ 58  $ 108  $ 154  $ 194 
1/2 Page 8.25" x 10.25"  $ 105  $ 195  $ 277  $ 349 

Full PAgE 16.25" x 10.25"  $ 188  $ 353  $ 502  $ 632 

Please make checks out to eliot Neighborhood association and mail to:  
Susan Bailey, 535 Ne Thompson St., Portland, OR 97212.
Questions? Call Tony green at 503-221-8202 or email eliotnews@gmail.com

eliot News has a per issue circulation of 3,000 and is hand delivered 
or mailed to nearly 100% of the homes and businesses in the eliot 
neighborhood. It is also distributed to residents and businesses in sur-
rounding neighborhoods, including Irvington, Sabin and Boise.
eliot News is an 8-page tabloid (11 x 17) newspaper and is published 
four times a year. ad deadlines are March 1, June 1, Sept. 1, Dec. 1.

So, Cascadia’s presence seems con-
trary to these goals. Cascadia’s plans 
include up to 150 mentally ill clients 
visiting the clinic each day, lining up 
for their urinalyses, their medications, 
and their post-incarceration interviews. 
This scenario brings difficult questions 
to light. Will this promote wealth cre-
ation? Will it support small, minority-
owned businesses? Will it highlight the 
image of MLK? Will it be an asset to our 
neighborhood as Cascadia claims?

Secondly, It’s the wrong location for 
such services in a neighborhood that 
still suffers from high crime rates (138 
per 1,000 residents according to Port-
land Monthly Magazine), low home-
ownership (31% per Portland Monthly, 
to a city-wide average of 65%), and is 
currently over-saturated with special-
needs services. Just down the street 
from Cascadia’s newly purchase site 
is a post-incarceration halfway-house 
managed by the Volunteers of America. 
Up the street is another Mental Health 
contractor called Lifeworks. The 20+ 
other special-needs facilities in Eliot are 
listed on the Friends of MLK website 
at www.fomlk.org. There is also too 
much ongoing drug-activity in Irving 
and Dawson Parks. Shootings occur 
regularly within earshot of my house. 
Bringing vulnerable populations such 
as those served by Cascadia into a 
vulnerable area is a lose-lose situation 
for everyone.

But the over-saturation argument is 
a dead-end. There’s no city policy or 
regulations for it. As Judith Mowry, the 
city’s mediator, said, “Everyone uses 
over-saturation as an argument.”

Thirdly, our main concern is not 
necessarily with Cascadia—it’s with 
the city’s lack of procedures for siting 
new facilities like theirs. There are no 
rules to follow. Contractors are left 
to their own devices to buy or lease 
new properties like anyone else. Even 
though they’re a proxy for the govern-
ment, they’re provided the same lack 
of oversight as a private entity because 
they’re just a contractor. So naturally, 
economic Darwinism will bring droves 
of special needs facilities to neighbor-
hoods like ours where land prices are 
still affordable, and where the neigh-
borhood association is not filled with 
power-players. Eliot faces this situa-
tion every few years. Believe me, this 
won’t be the last time. That’s why Eliot 

drafted that aforementioned policy in 
1997. That’s why the Northeast Coali-
tion of Neighborhoods called for a 
“moratorium on siting new facilities 
in Northeast,” as these contractors buy 
up commercial properties that could 
have otherwise been providing goods, 
services and property tax dollars to the 
community. And that’s why Eliot neigh-
bors reformed the Friends of MLK 
committee, to monitor and nurture the 
growth of MLK Jr., Blvd. Please visit 
our website at www.fomlk.org to stay 
up-to-date or to get involved.

Here’s the good news
Serena Cruz attended the May ENDA 
meeting. That evening, she promised 
to add “economic levers” to Cascadia’s 
contracts with the county. These levers 
would provide consequences for busi-
nesses not living up to their side of the 
Good Neighbor Agreement (GNA). 
Currently, there are no levers and no 
teeth in a GNA. It’s basically as bind-
ing as a handshake and a smile. Cruz’s 
pledge was encouraging to ENDA and 
neighbors living next to the Cascadia 
site, who are aware of the difficulties 
the Cully Neighborhood has had with 
their Cascadia GNA.

Cruz is leaving office in December 
2006, so it is imperative to get some 
action on these levers before then, 
and to start following up with her po-
tential replacements, Jeff Cogen (who 
was also at the May meeting) and Lew 
Frederick. Howie Beirbaum and Gary 
Hampton are the points of contact for 
this issue.

The other good thing to come out 
of this: Mediator Judith Mowry an-
nounced at the May meeting that the 
mayor has given her the nod to create 
a task force to address the over-satura-
tion issue. It might sound like next to 
nothing, but considering that no one 
is talking about over-saturation right 
now, I think it’s better than nothing.

Ideas for the future
As I’ve said, the Friends of MLK’s major 
concerns with Cascadia include the 
impact on further commercial develop-
ment along MLK. One way to alleviate 
this concern would be for Cascadia to 
develop the street-front area of their 
new lot into retail, or commercial, or 
even mixed-use space. A developer 
has already approached them about 

developing a partnership with them 
for this goal. They could either sell a 
small parcel outright to an independent 
developer, build the spaces themselves 
and lease them out to retailers, or sell 
off condos. Retail spaces along MLK 
(rather than an outpatient drug-treat-
ment clinic) would abate any negative 
economic impacts, would give back 
to the people who actually live in the 
neighborhood in the form of goods 
and services, could generate income 
for Cascadia, and it could even provide 
jobs for their clients. Everyone would 
win.

CaSCaDIa, continued from page 1

Lastly, Cascadia is now with us for 
the long haul. If this venture is done 
right and is well-managed, it could be 
a model project of diverse populations 
living together in one micro-commu-
nity. For the project to be well-man-
aged we need to assume a “watchdog” 
role. If done poorly, as it was done at 
Prescott Terrace in the Cully Neighbor-
hood, this could be a disaster for Eliot 
and for Cascadia’s clients. Regardless, 
history shows that this won’t be the 
last special-needs contractor to want to 
move in next door, so keep informed 
and stay in touch.

FREE Blood Lead Screenings at Dishman
Most of us living or working in Eliot neighborhood and the area 
are in older buildings and homes. This increases our chances for 
exposure to lead. It is especially important that pregnant women 
and children under age 6 be tested. To find out more about your 
risk of exposure and whether you should get tested, please go to 
Multnomah County’s web site at www.mchealth.org/lead

Josiah Hill Lead Screen Clinic
Sponsored by Physicians for Social Responsibility in cooperation 
with Common Bond and the Coalition of Black Men, the Josiah 
Hill Clinic offers free lead blood screening on the first Mondays 
and second Thursdays of every month.

First Mondays
11 am–1 pm
Baltazar Ortiz Community Center
6736 NE Killingsworth
Portland, OR 97218

Second Thursdays
5 pm–7 pm
Dishman Community Center
77 NE Knott
Portland, OR 97212

FREE Summer Concerts at Dawson Park

CommUnity EvEnts

Walk over to Dawson Park for great music  
and fun on two warm summer nights in July.

July 12, 6:30 p.m.–8:30 p.m.

Norman Sylvester Band
(original R&B)

July 26, 6:30 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
Grand Central Bakery Co. presents

Melao de Cãna
(Cuban dance party)

&
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Akasu Hair Studio and Spa
2037 N. Williams Ave.  
503-287-3813
What:  Hair; massage including relaxation, chronic 

pain and injury; skin treatments including 
facials, microdermabrasion, rosacea and acne 
treatment; manicures and pedicures; hand and 
foot therapies.

Vibe:  Earthy tones, intimate sitting spaces, flowing 
water, local art and bamboo plants relax and 
pamper at this full-service spa.

Hours:  Appointments available Mon–Fri, 8 a.m.–8 p.m.; 
Saturday, 8 a.m.–6 p.m.

Broadway Barber Shop
623 N.E. Broadway (Next to Les Schwab) 
503-287-3111
What:  Hair. Caters to men, women, kids. A walk-in 

barber shop, kids welcome. 
Vibe:  Simple, inexpensive haircuts. No frills, but 

plenty of toys for the kids to enjoy.
Hours:  Tues–Fri, 9 a.m.–5:30 p.m.;  

Saturday 9 a.m.–4 p.m.

eliot SAloNS 
Dean’s Barber Shop
213 N.E. Hancock St. 
503-282-2920
What:  Haircuts. Barbering. Shaves.
Vibe:  Longtime African-American barber shop with 

many third-generation customers. 
Hours:  Tues–Fri, 9 a.m.–6 p.m.; Saturday, 8 a.m.–5 p.m.

Dean’s Beauty Salon
215 N.E. Hancock St. 
503-282-3379
What:  Haircuts, Dyes, Weaves. Full-service hair salon.
Vibe:  The women’s branch of the barbershop with 

the same name, where ladies have been getting 
their hair styled since 1954.

Hours:  Tues–Fri, 9 a.m.–6 p.m.; Saturday, 8 a.m.–5 p.m.

Dirty Little Secret
1909 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-288-8968
What:  Full-service hair salon, facial waxing. 

Professional dreads/weaves available by  
appointment.

Vibe:  A little bit of kitsch and funk, complete  
coziness and experienced stylists.

Hours:  Open seven days by appointment,  
10 a.m.–8 p.m. 

The Mane Place
2721 N.E. 7th Ave.  
503-287-7664
What:  Hair
Vibe:  A comfortable, well-lit fixture in women’s hair 

care, on a corner that has long been a haven  
for salons.

Hours:  Call for appointments.

Purusha Salon and Spa
2637-C N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-282-2155
What:  Hair, facials, waxing, massage.
Vibe:  A comfortable window to MLK, combining a 

slick look with a relaxed feel and lots of natural 
light.

Hours:  Mon–Sat by appointment only.

Reggie’s Barber Shop
3213 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-280-0222
What:  Men & women’s hair cuts. Beard, eyebrows, 

mustache. Razor line. Straight razor shaves.  
Walk-ins as well as by appointment.

Vibe:  An old-school barber shop that happens to be 
new, and caters to kids, too. 

Hours:  Tues–Fri, 11 a.m.–7 p.m. 
Saturday 10 a.m.–7 p.m. 

Style Solutions
2723 N.E. 7th Ave. 
503-280-4938
What:  Hair
Vibe:  A homey place with colorful murals on the 

wall and a full range of hair services, including 
cuts, styles, relaxing and curls.

Wildroot
801 N. Russell St. 
503-280-2044 • www.wildrootsalon.net
What:  Hair, facial waxing
Vibe:  Industrial meets cozy in this renovated build-

ing where top-notch stylists offer a drink or 
neck massage along with your hair cut.

Hours:  Monday, 7:30 a.m.–6 p.m.; Tues–Fri, 8 a.m.–7 p.m.; 
Saturday, 9 a.m.–4 p.m.


