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Spring Membership Meeting
Monday, April 10, 7 p.m.  in the Lorenzen Conference Center 
at Emanuel Hospital, 2801 N. Gantenbein.
Important agenda item:
Cascadia Behavioral Healthcare has purchased the YO! Center at 3034 
NE MLK and plans locate administrative offices and build a residential 
apartment building/ treatment center on the back parking lot.

Please Join Us!

M y name is Lucille Smith, I’m 
89 years old. I’ll celebrate my 
90th birthday on November 

12th. I live on NE Hancock Street. I’m a 
Texas woman. I moved here in 1946.

“I was born in Livingston, Texas, 
out in the country. People had their 
big farms. Most people back there 
owned their own home and land. It 
was nice. We had cows, and horses, 
chickens and everything. I milked 
the cows, chopped cotton, picked 
cotton. Raised the chickens and stuff. 
Lord have mercy, all the kids back 
there knew each other. All my people 
are gone, now. My nickname was 
“Little Sister.” My mother died when 
I was four years old. I didn’t know 
my mother. My daddy raised us. He 
always said we had to learn how to 
do everything and be independent. 
Daddy said, “The Lord has chose to 
take your mother and you never knew 
when the Lord will call me.” All us 
kids, we are all independent and own 
our own homes.

“I was grown when I came to Port-
land. I came out here on the train. My 
brother was out here. He got real sick 
and the family said come up. I came to 
see him right after the war in 1946. I 
came out here with nothing but some 
clothes in a suitcase. I stayed and he 
got better and got back to work. I 
stayed. A year and a half later I went 
back to get my stuff in Texas.

“I’ve been in my house since 1948. 
Back in the 40s women didn’t have 
jobs. I had been married [in Texas], 

but my husband was gone by the time 
I moved to Portland. I worked two jobs 
for a long, long time. I worked the 
night shift and the day shift. I had to 
pay for the house. I bought it in 1948 
for $15,000. In 1960, I was through 
paying for the house and could afford 
to do something nice. In 1961, I put on 
all the siding and the storm windows 
on the house.

“I worked at hotels and hospitals. I 
am used to working. I worked at Hol-
laday Park Hospital for 20 some years. 
Those people used to come to take 
me shopping; they were Southern 
people. I also baked pies and I had a 
BBQ pit out back. My favorite pie is 
pecan pie. I cooked dinners. I would 
make money selling my cooking on 
Saturdays. People all over knew me 
by my cooking. Everybody loved my 
cooking!

“I have a roomer at my house. I had a 
house full of roomers; even men. Some 
of the folks worked and some were old 
and retired. They stayed here a time.

“The people who owned the beauty 
shop [Dean’s Barber Shop and Beauty 
Salon] used to live right next door. 
They were from Alabama. You see, we 
Southern folks, we know how to work 
and make money! They’ve passed on 
now. I have a great niece who stayed 
with me and finished high school, then 
went to the University of Oregon.

“I used to belong to the Methodist 
Church on Williams with Reverend 
Smith from the time I came to Port-
land. That was before it was knocked 
down. Now my church is on 8th and 
Skidmore. You know, Allen Temple. 

I was raised up in the church. I’m a 
Methodist since I was born.

“I didn’t know what welfare was 
until I came to Portland. I had never 
seen anything like that ‘till I came to 
Portland. Where I came from, we all 
worked for the things we needed and 
people had jobs.

“The worse thing I saw in the neigh-
borhood was people prostituting and 
things like that. I saw it back in the 
‘40s and the ‘50s. I saw men bringing 
their wives. I had never seen anything 
like that ‘till I came to Portland. I live 
alone, I don’t mess with that. There 
were still the clubs. It was none of 
my business, I never fooled around 
with that. I focused on working and 
making money.

“There isn’t anywhere to go, there 
used to be more to do in the neighbor-
hood. I don’t go out much with the 
people stealing and robbin’. There used 
to be more people to do things with. 
Now I go to church and they always 
stop by to get me. There’s no one on 
the street to say “Hello” to. I would like 
it if there were more people around 
here to talk to.

“I know Pauline [a long-time neigh-
bor and member of Eliot Neighbor-
hood Association]. Most of the Port-
land I knew is gone. All the people... 
I used to know most everybody who 
lived up and down this area. The 
neighborhood ain’t like it used to be 
because I don’t see nobody no more. 
You don’t see the kids ‘round hardly 
anymore. Where are the kids at?

“I used to walk everywhere. I walked 
to the Safeway Store, to work and back 

home. We used to go out to lunches 
here and there. I’m not [as mobile 
now].

“I clean my own house. I’ve been 
happy all my life. I never worried 
about what I didn’t have. If there was 
something I needed, I worked for it. 
That’s all I ever did, I worked. I worked 
at the Hospital as a nurse’s assistant, I 
made a good life for myself.”

Note: Mrs. Smith gave this interview 
at her home on NE Hancock Street, 
where she has lived for 56 years. She 
still speaks with a Southern accent. 
She is a fit, healthy octogenarian who 
gets around with the help of  a cane. 
She keeps a very tidy house and still 
does all her own cooking and clean-
ing at her age. The night we visited 
she had baked chicken wings and 
corn bread. A bit of  advice from Mrs. 
Smith: when you cook meat, bake it 
instead of  frying it, it will keep you 
healthy, especially as you get older. 
As we finished our visit, she told me 
it had been a pleasure visiting with 
someone from the neighborhood, and 
said, “I’m the same old Lucille. I don’t 
care if  you don’t got nothing, as long 
as you’re nice!”

Mrs. Smith mentioned that she 
needs her windows washed and that 
she loves to get visitors. If  you would 
like to visit Mrs. Smith or can vol-
unteer to wash her windows, please 
give Jennifer a call: 503.544.4757. 
Most importantly, if  you see Mrs. 
Smith outside her pink house near the 
beauty salon, please say, “Hi!”

If you or someone you know would like to 
be interviewed, please call or email Jennifer 
Jako: 503.544.4757; jako@teleport.com

As told to Jennifer Jako

There are now two web sites with information about the Eliot 
neighborhood. 

Eliot resident Jennifer Jake is blogging on OregonLive at  
http://www.oregonlive.com/eliot/weblog/
You can email her with suggestions at: jako@teleport.com

There’s also a lot of info about Eliot including a copy of the latest 
Eliot News at http://www.portlandneighborhood.com/eliot.html

For questions about the Eliot News write to eliotnews@gmail.com

New web sites link Eliot residents
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elIot moNthlY meetINGS
If  you live or work in Eliot, you are welcome and encouraged to attend the 
monthly meetings of  the Eliot Neighborhood Association, which are held 
the second Monday of  each month at Emanuel Hospital.

It’s a great opportunity to meet your neighbors, stay informed about 
what’s going on in Eliot, help build a stronger community, and have input 
into decisions that may affect you. Also consider joining a committee or 
becoming a board member (we have vacancies).

Emanuel Hospital, 2801 N. Gantenbein, Lorenzen Conference Center

elIot NeIGhborhood ASSoCIAtIoN
The Eliot Neighborhood Association (ENDA) is a nonprofit corporation 
whose members are the residents and business owners of the Eliot Neigh-
borhood. Its purpose is to inform Eliot residents about issues affecting 
the neighborhood through meetings, newsletters and other activities. 
Members of the neighborhood association must be over 14 years old and 
live, own property, have a business, or represent a nonprofit within the 
neighborhood. The Eliot Neighborhood Association was founded in 1969. 
It is recognized by the City of Portland, is a member of the Northeast 
Coalition of Neighborhoods, Inc., and has representatives on several other 
groups and committees.

eNdA boArd memberS
Chair  Gary Hampton, 503.282.5429, garybhampton@yahoo.com

Co Vice Chairs  Chris Bleiler and Jennifer Jako
503.284.6650, jjako@rebuildingcenter.org

Treasurer  Carol Kennedy, 503.331.1312, carolkennedy1@juno.com

Recorder  Jason Mershon
503.330.0922/503.331.2929, jason_ji_1900@yahoo.com

Newsletter Editor  Tony Green, 503-221-8202, Eliotnews@gmail.com

Eric Aronson, 503.282.4126, earonson@ch2m.com 

Howie Bierbaum, The Wonder Ballroom 
503.284.8686, howie@wonderballroom.com

Ryan Bender, Tubman Middle School, Sun School Coordinator
503.916.5636, rbender@pps.k12.or.us 

Pauline Bradford, 503.287.7138

Co Board Members  Abby Christopher and Mike Faden, 503.282.2658, 
achristopher@christopher.com or mikefaden@yahoo.com

Co Board Members  Matt Gilley and Vickie Walker
503.233.0929, gilley67@msn.com or vw63@excite.com

Co Board Members  Todd Morella and Kirsten Jenkins
503.515.6633, kirstenjenkins@hotmail.com

Laurie Simpson, 503.280.1005, lauriejane63@hotmail.com

Matt Svmbersky, Volunteers of  America, Men’s Residential Center
503.335.8611, msvybersky@voaor.org

Serena Stoudamire, Legacy Emanuel Hospital 
503.413.4630, sstoudam@lhs.org

Co Board Members  Chris Yeargers and Marie D’Hulst 
503.284.4392, cyeargers@yahoo.com or dhulstml@yahoo.com

eNdA lANd uSe CommIttee:
Chair — Mike Warwick
503.417.7555/503.284.7010, mike.warwick@pnl.gov

Chris Bleiler, 503.998.8806, cbleiler@fixpdx.com

Pauline Bradford, 503.287.7138

Matt Gilley, 503.233.0929, gilley67@msn.com

Gary Hampton, 503.282-5429, garybhampton@yahoo.com 
Kirsten Jenkins, 503.515.6633, kirstenjenkins@hotmail.com
Jason Mershon, 503.330.0922/503.331.2929,  
   jason_ji_1900@yahoo.com 
Laurie Simpson, 503.282.1005, lauriejane63@hotmail.com

elIot NeWS is published four times a year by the Eliot Neighborhood 
Association. It is delivered or mailed free of charge to every address in the 
neighborhood. It does not have a ISBN.

Editor: Tony Green, 503-221-8202 • Eliotnews@gmail.com 
Layout: Lisa J. Switalla • 503-460-2558 • ljswitalla@comcast.net
Advertising: Eliotnews@gmail.com
Delivery Coordinator: Kirsten Jenkins • 503-515-6633

Rights to articles are retained by the author. Opinions of the authors do not 
necessarily reflect the official positions of  the Eliot Neighborhood Association

Editor’s NoteU

I n early March, I was pushing my daughter on her tricycle through my favorite 
intersection in Eliot: Rodney and Stanton. It’s the intersection with the two 
big churches. On Sundays, if you pass by at the right time, you can hear a 

church choir, complete with drums. 
But on this day, all I could hear was the noise of a couple of belt sanders some 

workers were using on a nearby house. And as I approached the church on the 
southwest corner, I realized I might never hear the music again: the church was 
for sale. 

Now, another congregation could buy it. 
But the price—nearly $500,000—and the lack of off-street parking doesn’t 

make that seem very likely.
More likely, it will become a residence of some sort.
The zoning is R-2, which means someone could try and make two units. 
Or maybe some family will buy it. They’ll fix it up, which is good. I’ve heard 

it’s beautiful inside; lots of original features. Maybe the new family will be the 
type that likes to throw neighborhood potlucks or square dances. 

Certainly, that’s better than a half-way house or a McDonald’s.
And it’s better than the car dealerships creeping further into the neighborhood.
My wife grew up in Irvington, which has changed from an integrated, middle 

class neighborhood to a white, upper middle class neighborhood. The houses 
have been spruced up. 

The changes in Eliot seem a lot more dramatic and often a lot harsher.
In some ways, I was glad to see the crappy apartment building on Tillamook 

and Rodney converted to condos. Halfway through the remodel, the place looks 
a lot better. I particularly like the new yellow tint on the stucco walls. 

But the transformation forced a very nice neighbor—Angelina, who was fea-
tured on the cover of the Eliot News last year—to move. She occasionally took 
care of my youngest daughter and taught her a little Spanish. 

Eliot is also slated for an explosion of high density housing along MLK and 
near Interstate. To me, that’s generally good news. New residents will drink 
neighborhood coffee and eat neighborhood food. They will also increase home 
ownership, which Eliot needs. 

But yet another treatment center—Cascadia Behavioral Health—has reportedly 
purchased the former Nike outlet store on MLK and Morris.

The fate of the church will not be dramatic. The new residents probably will 
not negatively affect their neighbors. 

But I’ve heard the church was the first African-American-owned church in 
Portland. So symbolically, it’s a lot harsher than turning the ugly strip mall-like 
former Nike store into a treatment center.

And on a very personal level, I will miss the music.

elIot NeWS Ad rAteS

Category Size (h x w) 1x 2x 3x 4x
1/16 Page 2.25" x 5"  $ 25  $ 42  $ 63  $ 84 
1/8 Page 4.5" x 5"  $ 37  $ 68  $ 97  $ 122 
1/4 Page 8.25" x 5"  $ 58  $ 108  $ 154  $ 194 
1/2 Page 8.25" x 10.25"  $ 105  $ 195  $ 277  $ 349 

Full Page 16.25" x 10.25"  $ 188  $ 353  $ 502  $ 632 

Please make checks out to Eliot Neighborhood Association and mail to:  
Susan Bailey, 535 NE Thompson St., Portland, OR 97212.

Questions? Call Tony Green at 503-221-8202 or email eliotnews@gmail.com

Eliot News has a per issue circulation of 3,000 and is hand delivered or mailed 
to nearly 100% of the homes and businesses in the Eliot neighborhood. It is 
also distributed to residents and businesses in surrounding neighborhoods, 
including Irvington, Sabin and Boise.

Eliot News is an 8-page tabloid (11 x 17) newspaper and is published four times 
a year. Ad deadlines are March 1, June 1, Sept. 1, Dec. 1.

Saving and Improving Housing in Eliot 
Neighborhood for 25 Years.

Houses and Apartments for rent. 
(503) 806-3502

BAILEY & WARWICK 
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        equity group, inc.

Kirsten Jenkins
503.515.6633

Re/MaX Inc., Realtors
Office: (503) 287-8989

Active Listings Bed Bath Sq Ft Price

617 NE Fremont 3 2 2904 $299,900
626 NE Russell 3 2 1596 $319,000
119 NE Morris 4 2 2830 $375,000
3936 NE Grand 3 2 1880 $389,900
2859 NE Rodney                 Church     5274 $495,000
23 San Rafael 8 4 5187 $495,000

Pending Listings Bed Bath Sq Ft Price

526 NE Stanton 3 1 2036 $275,000
2416 NE 7th 2 1 1329 $277,500
2517 NE 7th 5 3 2203 $389,000

Sold Listings Bed Bath Sq Ft Price

526 NE Fargo 1 1.1 1031 $210,900
608 NE Ivy 2 1 2795 $225,000
2657 NE 6th Pl  2 2.1 1307 $232,000
41 NE Tillamook B 3 3 1368 $239,000
35 NE Tillmook A 3 3 1360 $245,000
2309 NE Rodney 3 2 1440 $245,000
2542 NE 6th Pl 2 2.1 1307 $259,000
526 NE Fargo A 2 1 2005 $260,000
533 NE Fargo 3 1 3060 $310,000
310 NE Fargo 3 1 2501 $313,000
123 NE Graham 3 2 2574 $350,000
528 NE Thompson 4 1.1 2250 $408,000
602 NE Cook  4 1.1 2876 $409,000

Kirsten Jenkins’ Real Estate Report

Want to know about:
  Great new capital gains tax laws?
  Current market information on your home?

I know your neighborhood.

XER

T ipping points are the subject 
of recent best seller. They are 
a confluence of events that 
have a transformative impact, 

a “perfect storm” situation. Typical ex-
amples include the “buzz” surrounding 
a new product that takes it into “gotta 
have it” territory, like the X-Box and 
the I-Pod. But similar circumstances 
happen in everyday life. The rapid 
increase in gangs and gang violence 
and the equally rapid recent decrease 
in violent crime in major urban areas 
are oft cited examples.

As Chair of a PDC Advisory Com-
mittee for MLK, I have been concerned 
about the lack of progress along the 
street. About 18 months ago I began 
agitating for a study to find out why 
all of the efforts of PDC and others 
were not transforming MLK into the 
“main street” envisioned in the Albina 
Community Plan (ACP). That study 
is almost complete. Ironically, in the 
past three months, the Eliot Land Use 
Committee has heard from several land 
owners along MLK about potential 
development projects. This sudden, 
apparently widespread interest was 
confirmed in the course of the PDC 
study in comments by developers that 
property along MLK has shot up in 
price in the past year or so. This could 
be an indication that MLK, at least in 
Eliot, has reached a tipping point.

The focus of the PDC study was 
why so much land along MLK remains 
undeveloped or under-developed and 
what can be done to hasten develop-
ment to fulfill the vision of the ACP. 
Interviews were conducted with land 
owners and developers. In the course 
of those interviews a couple of interest-
ing conclusions emerged. (The study is 
not final, so these are just a sample of 
the results.) One of these is that devel-
opment is occurring, but not uniformly 
along MLK. The interviews confirmed 
that development along MLK in Eliot 
is about to take off but other areas are 
lagging, especially the area between 
Fremont and Killingsworth. One pos-
sible reason is that strategic parcels 
along MLK have been owned by the 
same family for decades. Many of the 
current owners inherited them. In oth-
er words, they got them free. In some 
cases, the owners are making money 
and see no reason to give this up and 
take a chance (and a big mortgage) to 
make even more money. In addition, 
some of these land owners are see-
ing ever increasing prices being paid 
for land, by PDC and others, and are 
content to wait until someone makes 
“an offer they can’t refuse.”

It doesn’t look like Eliot will have 
to wait much longer to see redevelop-
ment. By my informal count, there are 

Has MLK Reached a Tipping Point?
By Mike Warwick

about 10 properties that are likely to be 
redeveloped in Eliot along MLK in the 
next decade. Each of these is expected 
to take the form of a multi-story, mixed 
use type project, as envisioned in the 
Albina Plan. Typically, they will be 4 or 
5 stories high with commercial uses on 
the ground floor and residential above. 
Some include on-site parking and oth-
ers do not.

These include the following projects 
that apparently have financing and are 
expecting to begin construction in the 
next year or so.

Armstrong Development—This 
project will be located south of the 
Echo restaurant building between 
Thompson and Sacramento. It will 
be four stories and include about 69 
units of what is called “workforce” 
housing. This is housing targeted 
at low-income households. In con-
trast to past low-income housing 
programs, these units are for people 
making just under the “average” in-
come, as opposed to people making 
very little money. The units are most 
likely to appeal to single people and 
people just entering or re-entering 
the workforce.

McKenzie—Hillary McKenzie is an 
architect who owns the building with 
the “Architecture” sign on it on MLK 
near Graham. This building will be 
four stories to the south of that site, 
currently a parking lot. It will be 9 
or 10 condos targeted at creative 
types who may also occupy the small 
ground floor commercial spaces.

These two project reflect a trend I 
have observed over the past decade, 
namely for every unit of “market rate” 
housing, several “low income” units 
are added. The 10 to 60 ratio above 
shows that “gentrification” in Eliot is 
a myth. True, owner-occupied homes 
are selling for higher and higher prices, 
mirroring trends city-wide. But there 
is a limited number of these homes, so 
what is happening is the same homes 
are being sold for higher prices, while 
new, low-income and special needs 
populations in Eliot are increasing and 
being concentrated here rather than 
elsewhere in the City. In other words, 
average income in Eliot may be increas-
ing but the number of people with low 
incomes is increasing too.

Another project reviewed by the land 
use committee recently is the Shaw 
development, a prospective condo 
development on Tillamook. The con-
ceptual plans were for a project up to 7 
stores high (it could be up to 100 feet 
in this area). There are no firm plans 
for this development or financing in 
place yet, but the landowner is trying 
to move forward with the project.

Around EliotB

Former neighborhood activist, Eric 
Wentland, and developer Tim Ray are 
looking at several properties in Eliot 
for development. Eric is re-developing 
the building next to Hankins Hardware 
further north on MLK (the Heritage 
Building), so it isn’t clear when he will 
turn his attention to these projects. 
Potential projects include a multi-story 
mixed-use building on the lot north 
of Friends of Trees and the vacant 
block between Cook and Fargo. The 
team is also interested in bidding on 
the redevelopment of the old Grant 
warehouse site to the north. Eric told 
me there are other land owners who 
are potentially interested in develop-
ing their land, including possibly the 
parking lot on Thompson across from 
Harder Mechanical. Most of this land 
is zoned for residential use, so ground 
floor commercial uses will be limited. I 
don’t expect to see any of these projects 
built in the next couple of years and 
some, may lag 7 to 10 years, but this 
vacant land is now too valuable to sit 
idle for much longer.

Several other land owners are start-
ing to express interest in redevelop-
ment of their properties along MLK in 
recognition that the land is getting too 
valuable to leave as is. These include 
the Roth property (the Hertz resale lot), 
The AAA Heating site and adjacent 
parking lot, and mostly vacant land 
owned by Bill Leigh on Stanton. Bill 
had development plans earlier, but the 
economics weren’t right at the time.

Higher (and higher) 
Education
It is no secret Portland Public Schools 
(PPS) is in financial trouble thanks to 
the property tax limitations of Mea-
sure 50 and shrinking enrollment. It 
is looking at disposing of some of its 
property both to raise funds and to 
reduce the costs associated with facili-
ties it no longer needs but cost a lot 
to maintain. Several of these proper-
ties are in Eliot, depending on school 
closure plans, including the school’s 

MLK, continues on page 4
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headquarters in the Blanchard build-
ing across Broadway from the Rose 
Quarter. This building was built to 
house the school administration, its 
maintenance facilities, and central 
cafeteria. It is a very large building that 
covers several blocks and looks like a 
Home Depot and is a potential “crown 
jewel” in PPS’s real estate portfolio. It is 
too big for the school and part of the 
building has been sold to the County 
as a commercial condo. The City and 
PPS would like to sell the building, but 
they need to sell if for a high price to 
be able to build a new, smaller facility 
and relocate the current activities. Also, 
there is little reason to sell the building 
unless the sale price provides PPS with 
a “profit” that can be used to supple-
ment the school budget.

Unfortunately, the zoning in the area 
and other uses nearby don’t justify a 
high enough price. As a consequence, 
the City Council has initiated a study 
of the zoning to see if changing zon-
ing can increase the property’s value 
by attracting buyers with ideas for 
a better use. In the past, these have 
included “big box” retailers, but oppo-
sition to these at Burnside has all but 
eliminated that possibility. The zoning 
study was expected to begin early this 
year and take about 18 months, how-
ever now it can’t begin until the new 
budget cycle in July. The fact that part 
of the Blanchard building is owned by 
the county and that the PPS activities 
housed there have to be relocated 
means that not much can happen at 
the site for several years.

Rezoning and redevelopment of this 
site could have major ramifications for 
Eliot in terms of development pres-
sure in the area between Russell and 
Broadway and in terms of traffic. This 
will be considered in the course of the 
zoning study, so we should have some 
indications of what those impacts will 
be when it is completed. One possibil-
ity is that the area could see a boom in 
high-rise condo towers. Joe Weston, 
Portland’s largest private residential 
developer, owns the “Bekins” building 
just past the Broadway Bridge across 
from the Rose Quarter (the Blanchard 
building is tucked in behind it). He has 
proposed turning the Bekins building 
into condos and building a high-rise 
condo tower next (west) of it. Zoning 
allows a 100 foot high tower at that 
location, but he has asked to be able 
to build a structure over 300 feet. He 

has also talked to the school about 
purchasing the Blanchard building 
to build more condo towers, but 
he has not made any formal offers 
to do so. His proposal is one of 
the factors that is driving the City 
zoning study. It is also being re-
viewed by the Planning Bureau for 
permitting. He has presented his 
conceptual plans to the Eliot land 
use committee and his architect 
has asked to meet with us again 
in a April. Naturally, his proposal 
raises a number of complex issues 
for both Eliot and the City, but Joe 
has the patience and bankroll to 
see the process through.

One Step Forward, Two 
Steps Back?
Eliot did a quick census of low-
income and special needs hous-
ing units in the early 1990s and 
determined that 30-40% of our 
housing units were set aside 
for these populations. That is a 
very high and socially unhealthy 
concentration. In contrast, 65% 
of Portlanders are homeowners. 
The high concentration of these 
populations in Eliot means Eliot will 
never be “normal” in term of home 
ownership without a dramatic increase 
in construction of “market rate” condos 
and the like. Unfortunately, as noted 
elsewhere, that hasn’t been the case, as 
each new market rate unit built in the 
past decade or so has been matched by 
4 to 6 new low-income or special needs 
units. These populations are becoming 
more concentrated in Eliot, not less.

There was some hope that rising 
property values would stop this trend. 
And, that has helped limit the destruc-
tion of single family homes for low-in-
come plexes. Unfortunately, property 
in Eliot is still a bargain compared to 
property in adjacent, close-in neigh-
borhoods, plus, Eliot has large parcels 
of undeveloped or under-developed 
property that can be converted to 
large, low-income and special needs 
uses. One of these is the old Nike retail 
outlet on the west side of MLK north 
of Morris. Rumor has it that this prop-
erty recently sold to Cascadia Behav-
ioral Health Centers. CBHC provides 
mental health and substance abuse 
treatment to low-income populations 
for the County and State. It has several 
clinics and residential treatment facili-
ties in Portland. Its record operating 

these facilities in residential areas is 
not good. Accordingly, this is a very 
alarming development.

Eliot already has several similar facili-
ties (most neighborhoods have none, 
let alone several). The most similar is 
the VOA Men’s Residential Treatment 
Center on MLK and Sacramento. 
When the VOA located in Eliot, we 
were able to get two concessions from 
the City. First, VOA was required 
to allow Eliot to screen its clients to 
restrict access from those we deemed 
to be inappropriate for treatment in a 
residential location. Second, we had 
an “understanding” with the City that 
this would be IT. No more of these 
kind of facilities. Unfortunately, that 
“understanding” was not codified 
and was based on the good faith (and 
memory) of the Katz administration. 
So, now we find ourselves in the same 
situation as before, but with fewer tools 
at our disposal. It is impossible for me 
to write this column without my per-
sonal views creeping in, but I am hard 
pressed to see how Eliot as a whole 
will not be worse off if CBHC locates 
a clinic and residential facility here. I 
anticipate there will be neighborhood 
meetings to discuss this and to decide 
on a course of action.

MLK, continued from page 3

434 N. Tillamook Street
Portland, Oregon 97227

Phone (503) 281-1238 CCB0040364

MAP LEGEND

1. 
Where:  West side of MLK between Thomp-
son and Sacramento. 
What:  Up to 5 stories. About 69 units of  
housing targeted to people making just 
under the “average” income. 

2.
Where:  West side of MLK near Graham.
What:  4 stories. Up to 10 condos targeted 
to creative types who may also occupy the 
small ground floor commercial spaces. 

3.
Where:  East side of MLK on Tillamook. 
What:  Up to 7 story high condo dvlpt.

4. 
Where:  West side of MLK between Cook 
and Fargo.
What:  Multi-story mixed-use building.

Sites with interest, but no  
specific plans or timelines: 
5. 
Where:  East side of MLK south of Fremont
What:  Re-development of former Grant 
Warehouse site.

6. 
Where:  West side of MLK near Thompson.
What:  Development on existing parking lot.  

7.
Where:  West side of MLK between Tilla-
mook and Thompson. 
What:  Re-development of Hertz resale lot.

8. 
Where:  West side of MLK at Morris.
What:  Re-development of AAA Heating site.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
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Breakfast/Coffee/Cafés 
Bridges Café 
2716 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-288-4169

Eliot E-Mat Café 
2808 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-280-8889 

Goldrush Coffee Bar 
2601 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
503-331-5955 

San Rafael Café
415 N.E. San Rafael St. 

Tiny’s Café
2031 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
503-467-4199

Bars/Taverns
820 
820 N. Russell St., 503-284-5518 

Bill Ray’s Dive 
2210 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

Billy Reed’s Restaurant & Bar 
2808 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-493-8127 

McMenamin’s White Eagle Café & Saloon 
836 N. Russell St., 503-282-6810 

Sloan’s Tavern 
36 N. Russell St., 503-287-2262 

Widmer Gasthaus 
929 N. Russell St., 503-281-3333 

Lunch/Dinner 
Café Wonder 
128 N.E. Russell St. 
503-493-0371  

Chuck’s Market, J&S Grocery 
2415 N. Williams Ave. 
503-281-6269

Doris’ Café 
3606 N. Williams Ave., 503-460-2595

Echo
2225 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
503-460-3246

Mint 
816 N. Russell St., 503-284-5518 

Pizza A Go Go
3240 N. Williams St.
503-335-0300

Popeye’s Famous Fried Chicken 
3120 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-281-8455 

Queen of Sheba 
2413 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-287-6302 

Russell Street BBQ
325 N.E. Russell St.
503-528-8224

Tropicana Bar Be Cue 
3217 N. Williams Ave. 
503-281-8696 

Local Food FindsFH
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H istory does repeat itself, at least 
in the Eliot Neighborhood. 
Those who are ignorant of his-

tory are doomed to repeat it.

In 1994, the chairman of the Eliot 
Neighborhood Association, Steve 
Rogers, went before the City Council 
and Mayor Katz and expressed his 
concerns over the proposed addition 
of a half-way house for criminals. Af-
ter watching a video of that hearing, I 
am struck by the similarity of what we 
face today with Cascadia Behavioral 
Health’s goal of moving a drug treat-
ment clinic and possibly residential 
housing for criminally mentally ill 
clients to MLK Jr. Blvd.

In the Chairman’s statement to the 
City Council:

“The Eliot Neighborhood has adopt-
ed a position that we are saturated 
with such [special needs] facili-
ties… We feel that no neighborhood 
should have two such facilities…. 
The goal of  these facilities is to as-
similate the clients back into a nor-
mal neighborhood.  If  you have too 
many of  these facilities, you no lon-
ger have a “normal” neighborhood 
[for the residents to assimilate into] 

History Repeats Itself?
By Matt Gilley, Eliot resident

and we’re still trying to approach a 
normal neighborhood.

Eliot has many types of structured 
transitional living facilities, such as:

• The Eliot 2 Housing Facility
• The Volunteers of America
• The Barbara Mayer Building
• Eliot’s Homes
• Quad Inc.
• St. Vincent De Paul
• Bradley Engle House
• Project Network
• Unthank Plaza
• Urban League Housing
• Providence Hospital’s Transitional 

Housing for the Chronically Ill
• Adult Foster Care
• other special-needs group homes

We have voted to accept many of 
these facilities into our area. Having too 
many of these facilities, along with the 
existing high crime rate, could create 
an ‘Institutional Ghetto’...”

The City Council voted unanimously 
that day to reject additional special 
needs facilities in Eliot, acknowledging 
the over-saturation of our area with 
such things.

The following is excerpted from 
Eliot’s Housing Policy, adopted April 
14, 1997:

“The ENDA recognizes the social 
need addressed by special needs 
housing and services. However, 
Eliot currently has an abundance of  
special needs housing and services. 
Any more would detrimentally af-
fect the livability of  the neighbor-
hood. Accordingly, the development 
of  new special needs housing and 
services shall be opposed in accor-
dance with existing ENDA policy.”

According to the chairperson of the 
Cully Neighborhood, Cascadia has 
not been a good neighbor. In fact, they 
have been negotiating with Cascadia 
for over a year to implement a Good 
Neighbor Agreement. So far, Cascadia 
has broken every rule in their Agree-
ment. They have logged enough police 
calls in one period to generate a nui-
sance complaint letter from the Police 
Department. When the city received 
the nuisance complaint letter, they 
began sending representatives from 
the city council to mediate the Good 
Neighbor Agreement negotiations. 
Cascadia is well known within the 

ELIOT NEIGHBORHOOD SPRING CLEAN-UP
Saturday, May 13th, 9 a.m.—1 p.m.

Drop-off at N. Graham between Vancouver and Williams

FEES
c Small Vehicle — $5

, Pickup — $10 and up

f Oversize loads — $20 and up

Tires — $2 ea.

Tire Rims — $2 ea.

# Donated Bikes — Free

Need help hauling your materials?
We have Senior / Disabled pick up available!

Call ahead to arrange for pickup. 
Fees still apply. One load limit.

Contact Chris at 503-284-4392

THIS CLEAN-UP IS FUNDED BY METRO AND THE NORTHEAST COALITION OF NEIGHBORHOODS (CITY OF PORTLAND)

YES!
BRING
Furniture

Debris & Junk
Yard Debris

Metal (Separate)
Tires (limit two)

(Bicycles accepted at no charge)

NO!
DON’T BRING

Paint, Recyclables
Tree Stumps, Sod, and Dirt

Refrigerators, Freezers
Regular Household garbage,

Hazardous Material

social services community for their 
high turnover of employees. They 
often have only one night-watchman 
type on duty at night, with no social 
workers or staff members to monitor 
the clients. One client was arrested for 
assault and attempted rape of a neigh-
bor. Some long-time residents of Cully 
have moved out of the neighborhood 
due to Cascadia’s presence.

Cascadia has rebuffed our requests 
for information regarding their plans, 
and have turned down repeated re-
quests to visit our board meetings. We 
do not confident that their manage-
ment practices or their relations with 
their neighbors have improved.

We have already accepted more than 
our fair share of special needs facili-
ties. Accepting one more, especially 
an organization with a track record 
of poor management, high employee 
turnover, and poor neighbor relations 
such as Cascadia, would be detrimen-
tal to the livability and revitalization 
of Eliot. 

Have any questions? Want to volunteer?
Contact Chris at 503-284-4392 or e-mail to eliot_spring_cleanup@yahoo.com
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Akasu Hair Studio and Spa
2037 N. Williams Ave.  
503-287-3813
What:  Hair; massage including relaxation, chronic 

pain and injury; skin treatments including 
facials, microdermabrasion, rosacea and acne 
treatment; manicures and pedicures; hand and 
foot therapies.

Vibe:  Earthy tones, intimate sitting spaces, flowing 
water, local art and bamboo plants relax and 
pamper at this full-service spa.

Hours:  Appointments available Mon—Fri, 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; 
Saturday, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

Broadway Barber Shop
623 N.E. Broadway (Next to Les Schwab) 
503-287-3111
What:  Hair. Caters to men, women, kids. A walk-in 

barber shop, kids welcome. 
Vibe:  Simple, inexpensive haircuts. No frills, but 

plenty of toys for the kids to enjoy.
Hours:  Tues—Fri, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.;  

Saturday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Dean’s Barber Shop
213 N.E. Hancock St. 
503-282-2920
What:  Haircuts. Barbering. Shaves.
Vibe:  Longtime African-American barber shop with 

many third-generation customers. 
Hours:  Tues—Fri, 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Saturday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

elIot SAloNS 
Dean’s Beauty Salon
215 N.E. Hancock St. 
503-282-3379
What:  Haircuts, Dyes, Weaves. Full-service hair salon.
Vibe:  The women’s branch of the barbershop with 

the same name, where ladies have been getting 
their hair styled since 1954.

Hours:  Tues—Fri, 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Saturday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Dirty Little Secret
1909 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-288-8968
What:  Full-service hair salon, facial waxing.Professional 

dreads/weaves available by appointment.
Vibe:  A little bit of kitsch and funk, complete 

coziness and experienced stylists.
Hours:  Open seven days by appointment, 10 a.m.-8 p.m. 

The Mane Place
2721 N.E. 7th Ave.  
503-287-7664
What:  Hair
Vibe:  A comfortable, well-lit fixture in women’s hair 

care, on a corner that has long been a haven  
for salons.

Hours:  Call for appointments.

Purusha Salon and Spa
2637-C N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-282-2155
What:  Hair, facials, waxing, massage.
Vibe:  A comfortable window to MLK, combining a 

slick look with a relaxed feel and lots of natural 
light.

Hours:  Mon—Sat by appointment only.

Reggie’s Barber Shop
3213 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
503-280-0222
What:  Men & women’s hair cuts. Beard, eyebrows, 

mustache. Razor line. Straight razor shaves.  
Walk-ins as well as by appointment.

Vibe:  An old-school barber shop that happens to be 
new, and caters to kids, too. 

Hours:  Tues—Fri, 11 a.m.-7 p.m., Saturday 10 – 7 p.m. 

Style Solutions
2723 N.E. 7th Ave. 
503-280-4938
What:  Hair
Vibe:  A homey place with colorful murals on the 

wall and a full range of hair services, including 
cuts, styles, relaxing and curls.

Wildroot
801 N. Russell St. 
503-280-2044 • www.wildrootsalon.net
What:  Hair, facial waxing
Vibe:  Industrial meets cozy in this renovated 

building where top-notch stylists offer a drink 
or neck massage along with your hair cut.

Hours:  Monday, 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m.; Tues—Fri, 8 a.m.-7 
p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.




