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Four Reasons I Love Living in Eliot ̶
    and One Thing I Would Like to Improve Photos and interviews 

by Jennifer Jako

Angelina, NE Tillamook
• It is quiet and mellow.
• I enjoy the old houses in Eliot.
• It’s a pretty place.
• I like the environment, especially the trees.

Change: I’d like to get drugs out of our neighborhood.

Jesse, NE Rodney
• I like that Eliot’s a close-in urban neighborhood.
• We have the older homes with character that you don’t fi nd in the suburbs.
• We don’t have to commute far to work.
• The neighbors here are more friendly and down-to-earth.
Change: I’d like to see the drugs in Dawson Park cleaned up and for the 
traffi c on the residential streets to slow down.

Jacobey, NE Tillamook
• I like that it’s quiet.
• I like the old houses. They look nice.
• I like to see all the dogs that walk by.
• There’s a lot of nice people in this neighborhood.
Change: I wish that there were more kids. And I’d like to get to know more 
of the neighbors.

Jeff , NE San Rafael
• I like the accessibility to downtown.
• I like the neighbors.
• I know it’s going to keep getting better in the future.
• I love the old houses.
Change: I would like to get rid of all the car dealerships.

Dewayne, NE Thompson
• I like the cultural, ethnic and professional diversity.
• It’s close to downtown, Mississippi and my job.
• I like the residential stability. There are lots of people who have been 

here for upwards of 30 years, a long time.
• It’s a safe neighborhood to live in.
Change: I would like to see fewer abandoned vehicles.

Mica, NE Rodney
• I like being close-in to downtown.
• I like the diversity.
• The cool old houses are great in Eliot.
• And I like all the eclectic people and homes.
Change: I would like to see more retail and pedestrian friendly businesses 
on MLK and not so many empty buildings. And no more car dealerships!

Reba, her grandmother lives on NE Hancock
• I like that it’s a clean neighborhood.
• I’ve been in the neighborhood for over 30 years.
• I like the way the area is arranged. Everything is close.
• I like that every color is represented here, that it has gotten more di-

verse. When kids grow up and get into the workplace, they will experi-
ence diversity. Kids that grow up in Eliot get prepared for the real world 
and see how to interact with all people.

Change: I would like to see more community policing so that we prevent 
deaths like my son being killed by a gunshot two years ago.

Tyrone, NE San Rafael
• I love Eliot’s location
• The neighbors are great!
• I enjoy the quietness, especially in the evening.
• I like all the trees in our neighborhood.
Change: I’d like to see the remaining drug house gone.

Angelina Jacobey Jeff

Mica

Reba Tyrone

Dewayne

Jesse

eliot neighborhood association

Fall General Membership Meeting
Monday, October 10 ̶ 7 pm

Emanuel Hospital • 2801 N Gantenbein
Lorenzen Conference Center

Please Join Us!
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eliot monthly meetings
If  you live or work in Eliot, you are welcome and encouraged to attend the 
monthly meetings of  the Eliot Neighborhood Association, which are held 
the second Monday of  each month at Emanuel Hospital.

It’s a great opportunity to meet your neighbors, stay informed about 
what’s going on in Eliot, help build a stronger community, and have input 
into decisions that may affect you. Also consider joining a committee or 
becoming a board member (we have vacancies).

Emanuel Hospital, 2801 N. Gantenbein, Lorenzen Conference Center

eliot neighborhood association
The Eliot Neighborhood Association (ENDA) is a nonprofit corporation 
whose members are the residents and business owners of the Eliot Neigh-
borhood. Its purpose is to inform Eliot residents about issues affecting 
the neighborhood through meetings, newsletters and other activities. 
Members of the neighborhood association must be over 14 years old and 
live, own property, have a business, or represent a nonprofit within the 
neighborhood. The Eliot Neighborhood Association was founded in 1969. 
It is recognized by the City of Portland, is a member of the Northeast 
Coalition of Neighborhoods, Inc., and has representatives on several other 
groups and committees.

enda board members
Chair — Gary Hampton
503.282.5429, garybhampton@yahoo.com

Co Vice Chairs — Chris Bleiler and Jennifer Jako
503.284.6650, jjako@rebuildingcenter.org

Treasurer — Carol Kennedy
503.331.1312, carolkennedy1@juno.com

Recorder — Jason Mershon
503.644.2290/503.331.2929, jason.mershon@e-bi.net

Newsletter Editor—Tony Green
503-249-8742 • Eliotnews@gmail.com

Ryan Bender, Tubman Middle School, Sun School Coordinator
503.916.5636, rbender@pps.k12.or.us 

Pauline Bradford
503.281.6635

Co Board Members — Matt Gilley and Vickie Walker
503.233.0929, gilley67@msn.com

Co Board Members — Todd Morella and Kirsten Jenkins
503.515.6633, kirstenjenkins@hotmail.com

Matt Svmbersky, Volunteers of  America, Men’s Residential Center
503.335.8611, msvybersky@voaor.org

Serena Stoudamire, Legacy Emanuel Hospital
503.413.4630, sstoudam@lhs.org

Co Board Members — Chris Yeargers and Marie D’Hulst
503.284.4392, cyeargers@yahoo.com or dhulstml@yahoo.com

enda land use committee:
Chair — Mike Warwick
503.417.7555/503.284.7010, mike.warwick@pnl.gov

Recorder — Gary Hampton
503.282.5429, garybhampton@yahoo.com

Chris Bleier, 503.284.6650

Pauline Bradford, 503.281-6635

Matt Gilley, 503.233.0929, gilley67@msn.com

Kirsten Jenkins, 503.515.6633, kirstenjenkins@hotmail.com

In and about Eliot
By Tony Green

eliot news is published four times a year by the Eliot Neighbor-
hood Association. It is delivered or mailed free of charge to every 
address in the neighborhood. It does not have a ISBN.

Newsletter Editor: Tony Green, 51 NE Tillamook, Portland 
97212 • 503-221-8202 • Eliotnews@gmail.com 
Layout: Lisa J. Switalla • 503-460-2558 • ljswitalla@comcast.net
Advertising: Eliotnews@gmail.com

Delivery Coordinator: Kirsten Jenkins • 503-515-6633

Rights to articles are retained by the author. Opinions of the authors do not
necessarily reflect the official positions of  the Eliot Neighborhood Association

Editor’s NoteU

A 
friend of ours had a 16 mm projector, and he liked to aim it from 
his bedroom window to the blank wall of a building across the 
street. We’d sit on his front porch in NW Portland and watch with 

amusement as people walked by, puzzled, trying to fi gure out why there 
was a documentary on termites being shown on a wall on the backside 
of a Coffee People on NW 23rd Street. 

There is one signifi cant problem with 16 mm: your choice of movies is 
limited to what you can fi nd in thrift stores. I can’t remember all the other 
movies he had. There were some cartoons. There was an unintentionally 
strange 1950s feature about an earnest kid and his bike and the police. 
The others were at least as obscure.

We later jury-rigged a screen in my back yard. We watched a movie 
or two, but it never gathered enough momentum to become a regular 
event. There are only so many times you can watch a documentary on 
termites.

Then last year, I bought a digital projector, which hooks up to the 
DVD player and a pair of speakers. We started with the “Wallace & 
Gromit” animated series, and soon 10 to 30 people were coming over 
for screenings. 

We try to walk a fi ne line in our selections, picking movies that entertain 
children but don’t annoy adults. “The Bride of Frankenstein” worked. So 
did Charlie Chaplin’s “Modern Times.”

There’s something particularly satisfying about watching movie outdoors. 
You’re not isolated on your couch in front of the TV. The picture is large, 
like in a movie theater, but outdoor movies are very social events. Drive-
ins were already on the way out when I was growing up, but I imagine 
part of the fun was yakking it up with your friends.

Our Friday night summer movie festival all seemed very cool and vaguely 
cutting edge – until the September 2005 issue of Sunset Magazine came 
out. It had a story on how to show backyard movies.

Now, I’m not afraid to admit that I rather like Sunset Magazine. We sub-
scribe to Sunset Magazine. But when Sunset Magazine does a how-to feature 
on showing outdoor movies (including a list of recommended movies), 
the cool quotient plummets. It’s sort of like when Martha Stewart started 
talking up backyard chickens. (We had those until the “Great Raccoon 
Massacre of 2005”).

Car Dealership Blues
I never shopped there, but I’m sad to report that the Mission-style furni-
ture place on the corner of MLK and San Rafael has closed. The reason I 
am sad is that an auto dealership apparently is moving in, taking over the 
entire building and the large lot behind it. 

From my perspective, only a McDonald’s could be worse. The car dealer-
ships at the southern end of Eliot are blights. You can hear their outdoor 
public address systems for blocks. Test drivers think nothing of speeding 
down neighborhood streets. And the dealerships’ idea of sprucing the lot 
up is a shiny new roll of razor wire

In Eliot, it often seems like for every two steps forward, the neighbor-
hood ends up taking an ugly step backwards.

Volunteers needed to deliver the Eliot News. 

Get to know Eliot.
Meet your neighbors.
Contact: eliotnews@gmail.com &
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Saving and Improving Housing in Eliot 
Neighborhood for 25 Years.

Houses and Apartments for rent. 
(503) 806-3502

BAILEY & WARWICK 

        equity group, inc.

Kirsten Jenkins
503.515.6633

RE/MAX Inc., Realtors
Offi ce: (503) 287-8989

Active Listings Bed Bath Sq Ft Price

2301 NE Rodney 3 2 1573 $249,950
2056 NE Rodney 4 2.1 1763 $349,000
123 NE Graham 4 2 2574 $394,000
118 NE Tillamook 5 4 2550 $399,900
602 NE Cook 4 1.1 2876 $425,000
528 NE Thompson 4 1.1 2250 $495,000
23 NE San Rafael 7 4 5187 $550,000

Pending Listings Bed Bath Sq Ft Price

607 NE Morris 4 3 1762 $220,000
3817 N Williams 3 1.2 2288 $339,950
132 NE Beech 3 2 2360 $384,000

Sold Listings Bed Bath Sq Ft Price

441 NE Monroe 4 1 2114 $206,000
2649 NE 6th Pl 2 2.1 1247 $232,000
78 NE Ivy              3      2        1997 $269,000
2602 NE 7th          3      1        2682 $289,900
89 NE Graham        3     1.2      2132 $312,000
47 NE Tillamook      3     1        2800 $315,000
510 NE Fargo         3      2       3204 $383,000
520 NE Fargo         5     3        3334 $455,000

Kirsten Jenkins’ Real Estate Report

Want to know about:
  Great new capital gains tax laws?
  Current market information on your home?

I know your neighborhood.

XER

T he Eliot neighborhood is one 
of the City’s largest neighbor-
hoods by land area and one of 
the smallest neighborhoods 

by number of residents. This presents 
some unique challenges. Prior to the 
current Eliot and Albina Plans, Eliot 
was zoned primarily for commercial 
and high density residential use. Our 
historic homes were being bulldozed 
for the construction of speculative 
warehouse space and land banked 
for expansion by Emanuel Hospital. 
The residential character was being 
destroyed and the underlying land use 
zones discouraged housing preserva-
tion. The majority of homes in Eliot 
were owned by absentee landlords that 
kept rents low, but also let their prop-
erties deteriorate. The Willamette Week 
used to have an annual “bad landlord” 
issue and homes in Eliot were a com-
mon feature. 

Eliot’s residential activists (me among 
them) knew the only way to save Eliot 
was to get the zoning changed to make 
the neighborhood more attractive to 
permanent residents (and more of 
them). We were able to accomplish 

Land Use Zoning in Eliot
By Mike Warwick

many of our objectives, but unable to 
get our residential areas rezoned for 
single family home use. The residential 
zone we got allows for multi-family 
buildings where existing single family 
homes sit. In exchange, our commer-
cial zones were changed to high-den-
sity residential ones to satisfy housing 
goals set by the Mayor. We preserved 
most of the zoning under existing busi-
nesses so they could continue. This is 
the legacy we are living with today. It 
is a compromise, but one that enabled 
Eliot to become an attractive residen-
tial area once again. Since 1983 Eliot 
residences have become hot properties 
with most of the absentee landlords 
being replaced by homeowners. This 
also makes it attractive for high-density 
residential development. 

Land use zones allow certain uses, 
and specifi c development densities, 
“by right.” In other words, it doesn’t 
matter what Eliot thinks. Much of 
Eliot has a design overlay, meaning 
we can have a say in the design of de-
velopment. Generally, design review 

Around the Neighborhood

eliot news advertising

CATEGORY SIZE (W X H) 1x 2x 3x 4x
1/16 PAGE 2.25" x 5"  $ 25  $ 42  $ 63  $ 84 
1/8 PAGE 4.5" x 5"  $ 37  $ 68  $ 97  $ 122 
1/4 PAGE 8.25" x 5"  $ 58  $ 108  $ 154  $ 194 
1/2 PAGE 8.25" x 10.25"  $ 105  $ 195  $ 277  $ 349 

FULL PAGE 16.25" x 10.25"  $ 188  $ 353  $ 502  $ 632 

Please make checks out to Eliot Neighborhood Association and mail to: 
Susan Bailey, 535 NE Thompson St., Portland, OR 97212.

Questions? Call Tony Green at 503-221-8202 or email eliotnews@gmail.com

Eliot News has a per issue circulation of 3,000 and is hand delivered or mailed 
to nearly 100% of the homes and businesses in the Eliot neighborhood. It is 
also distributed to residents and businesses in surrounding neighborhoods, 
including Irvington, Sabin and Boise.

Eliot News is an 8-page tabloid (11 x 17) newspaper and is published four times 
a year. Ad deadlines are March 1, June 1, Sept. 1, Dec. 1.

I ’ve lived in Eliot for 5 years and 
every year I am dismayed by the 
increase in crime which seems to 

coincide with the summer’s increased 
temperatures. I have also noticed ev-
erything settle down again when the 
rains start up. It’s easy to let things go 
if you know that they will improve if 
left alone. Unfortunately, that’s not 
the case in Eliot or surrounding NE 
neighborhoods. Our neighborhood 
has some problems that have been 
growing worse over the past few 
years. 

Here is a quick rundown of just some 
of the problems in our little neighbor-
hood: Drug houses (sales and use), a 
hotel at the south end that is a con-
stant disruption, prostitution, drug 
sales on the street, drug sales in Daw-
son Park, drinking in Dawson Park, 
gang activity in Dawson Park and car 
prowls (break-ins). I personally have 
seen numerous drug deals at Dawson 
and helped resuscitate a woman at 
Dawson who was drunk and/or suf-
fering from another ailment. Many of 
these crimes occur while children are 
playing nearby. 

Involvement for a Better Future
By Chris Yeargers

Eliot is already a great place to 
live, and it could be even better if 
the neighborhood decides to take a 
more active role in how we respond 
to criminal activities. The City of Port-
land, while still undermanned on the 
police force, has numerous resources 
that are available to us as residents to 
make a difference in our community.

It doesn’t take much, just get in-
volved. Whether you take a direct role 
or an indirect one, if you decide that 
you want to make a difference, you 
can. It’s very important that you know 
that there are many options available 
to residents who have problems with 
crime.

The Neighborhood Watch program 
is a program that takes a few hours 
to learn and can reap many benefi ts. 
Just a few people on a block are all it 
takes. When you are involved with the 
Neighborhood Watch, you know how 
to report incidents and sightings prop-
erly, how to fi nd other active neighbors 
and how to get your problems noticed 
by the city.

INVOLVEMENT, continued on page 6

Z

LAND USE, continued on page 6
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M ost of the old sidewalks 
remain in our neighbor-
hood and there is a history 
of who built them and 

why. Slowly, most of these old concrete 
walks are being replaced; often by the 
city when putting in wheelchair cuts 
at the corners. Unfortunately what 
are lost are the names of the builders 
and dates of the pour that are usually 
stamped at these corners. It is hoped 
efforts by nearby residents are made 
to save these portions of the walks. 

The Historic Sidewalks of Eliot
By Roy E. Roos

Historic Homes and Buildings of Eliot✎

Also during sidewalk replacement, old 
survey reference markers such as brass 
screws are lost which is important for 
determining the position of property 
lines between lots. Often though, these 
points are not seen without careful 
observation.

Much of today’s Eliot neighborhood 
is the residential portion of the old city 
of Albina that was developed in the ear-
ly 1880s. Due to the railroad terminal 
and yards built near the river, wooden 
plank sidewalks were built where new 

homes were constructed 
along new streets so resi-
dents did not have to 
walk through mud dur-
ing the winter. Around 
1900, concrete started 
being used around the 
busy areas downtown 
for curb and sidewalks 
but the cost was high 
at the time. In 1903, 
higher priced residential 

developments, such as 
nearby Irvington, started 
using concrete walks to 
appeal to the upper class. 
By 1905, concrete became 
the preferred medium for 
most new developments 
and the cost went down 
as many new concrete 
contractors popped up 
in the city. Many former 
masons and plasterers 
entered into the concrete 
business. This did not 
come without problems as some of 
the work was shoddy and the city did 
not have a set of standards for qual-
ity and proper mixing techniques. By 
the 1910s, inspection standards were 
established by the city and most of the 
quality problems were worked out.

Inside the Eliot neighborhood, con-
crete walks were poured at different 
times, especially in the older part of 
the neighborhood. The oldest walks 

found were poured in 1905, in an area 
where a group of new homes were 
being built on speculation. It is likely 
wooden plank walks existed before 
even though there were no houses on 
these lots but the builder wanted the 
appeal to bring better prices for his 
homes. Other portions of walks were 
poured to replace deteriorating wood 
planks in certain areas and later, 
another nearby portion would be 
replaced with concrete by another 
contractor at a later date. The city 
eventually required the replacement 
of wood planks where there was 
deterioration and a hazard. Some 
areas had concrete poured as late 
as 1916. 

Eliot resident John F. Crieder left his mark on the 
neighborhood.                                      Photo by Tony Green

With different sections of walk built 
at different times, many different con-
crete contractors had the opportunity 
to work here. Also, the quality of the 
original work varies quite a bit, unlike 
in Irvington where most of the blocks 
in the proximity of Knott Street were 
built by prominent contractor Elwood 
Wiels, who was noted as being high 
priced but also had high quality work. 
He also worked on early state highway 

projects. 

Some of the contrac-
tors were residents of the 
Eliot & Boise neighbor-
hoods who rose from the 
immigrant working class. 
John F. Crieder did many 
walks during the 1900s. 
He came to the neighbor-
hood in 1903 as a laborer 
and built his home at 229 
NE Cook and in a few 
years, learned the concrete 
trade. Peter Sinner, listed 

as a scavenger, was another who came 
to the neighborhood in the 1890s and 
lived at 506 NE Russell. By 1908, he 
was pouring concrete for walks as he 
worked his way up his career ladder.

For future generations, it is hoped 
these names are saved in the concrete 
walks for their part in building our 
neighborhood.

434 N. Tillamook Street
Portland, Oregon 97227

Phone (503) 281-1238 CCB0040364

Photo by Tony Green

Photo by Tony Green

Elwood Wiels completed many walks in Irvington.
Photo by Tony Green
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T he Eliot Neighborhood has its 
share of very good restaurants. 
This past June, with the arrival 
of Tiny’s Café, Eliot gained 

more than another eatery; it gained 
a coffeehouse that truly doubles as a 
community gathering-place. 

Tiny’s is an offshoot of a popular 
lower Hawthorne district coffee-
house, which set up shop on NE 
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd in a 
space that most recently was an auto 
repair business.

Tiny’s bears no resemblance to a 
place to get your muffl er fi xed. The 
bright space, with south-facing two-
story windows, is a vibrant mish-mash 
of gold and armadillo green colors. The 
large seating area is a mix of leather-
ette booths, comfy easy chairs and a 
couch that look like they came from a 
grandmother’s living room.

From the knotty pine bar, a small 
staff of cute coffee-slingers brews up 
dynamite lattes, mochas and French 
press coffee. Tiny’s buys its beans 
from Stumptown Coffee Roasters, 
the locally-owned importer that has a 
cult following because of its products 
great taste and its fair-wage policy, 
which insures that coffee growers in 
developing countries aren’t exploited 
—something you can’t be guaranteed 
if you buy your java from a multina-
tional corporation.

The employees do more than make 
great java. Tiny’s has a menu of grilled 
breakfast sandwiches (panini), with 
items such as “The Barry White,” slath-
ered with slices of banana and molten 
hazelnut-chocolate spread, and “The 
Ramone,” loaded with scrambled eggs, 
cheddar and your choice of either ham 
or bacon. All-day offerings include 
“The Hot Gobbler,” fi lled with slices of 
lean turkey, cream cheese and a smear 
of cranberry sauce, or “The M.O.S.T.,” 
a dynamite mix of mushrooms, olives, 
spinach and tomatoes. Sandwich prices 
top out at $6.50, with most around $5. 
Sweet-tooths can indulge in rich slices 
of lemon pound cake or softball-sized 

eliot eateries 
Breakfast/Coff ee/Cafés 
Bridges Café 
2716 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd 
503-288-4169 

Eliot E-Mat Café 
2808 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr Blvd. 
503-280-8889 

Goldrush Coffee Bar 
2601 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr Blvd.
503-331-5955 

San Rafael Café
415 N.E. San Rafael St. 

Tiny’s Café
2031 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr Blvd.
503-467-4199

Bars/Taverns
820 
820 N. Russell St. 
503-284-5518 

Bill Ray’s Dive 
2210 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr Blvd.

Billy Reed’s Restaurant & Bar 
2808 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr Blvd. 
503-493-8127 

McMenamin’s White Eagle Café & Saloon 
836 N. Russell St. 
503-282-6810 

Sloan’s Tavern 
36 N. Russell St. 
503-287-2262 

Widmer Gasthaus 
929 N. Russell St. 
503-281-3333 

Lunch/Dinner 
Chuck’s Market, J&S Grocery 
2415 N. Williams Ave 
503-281-6269

Crêpe Soleil 
3120 N. Williams St. 
503-249-7042 

Doris’ Café 
3606 N. Williams Ave.
503-460-2595

Echo
2225 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr Blvd.
503-460-3246

Mint 
816 N. Russell St. 
503-284-5518 

Pizza A Go Go
3240 N. Williams St.
503-335-0300

Popeye’s Famous Fried Chicken 
3120 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr Blvd. 
503-281-8455 

Queen of Sheba 
2413 N.E. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd 
503-287-6302 

Russell Street BBQ
325 N.E. Russell St.
503-528-8224

Tropicana Bar Be Cue 
3217 N. Williams Ave. 
503-281-8696 

Local Food FindsFH

Tiny’s Café
By Grant Butler

peanut or white chocolate-hazelnut 
cookies.

What makes Tiny’s more than just a 
spot for a quick bite and a jolt is the 
spirit of fun that permeates the place. 
Rotating art installations feature works 
by emerging artists—one recent display 
featured a collage of photography from 
Corey Smith, showing the different 
faces of city nightlife (everything from 
bands to exposed bellies to Pabst-fu-
eled romantic flings). A half-dozen 
board games are available, so you can 
linger over your lunch with a spir-
ited round of Operation. The jukebox 
contains an inspired array of oldies 
—everything from the Beatles and the 
Stones to oddities like Neil Sedaka and 
the Village People. When the jukebox 
isn’t going, the staff plays a mix of indie 
rock and electronica.

The beat of the music often is punc-
tuated with the clatter of pinball ma-
chines or the rat-a-tat of the customer 
laptop computers, taking advantage of 
Tiny’s free wi-fi  Internet hookup. 

Other small details deepen the en-
gaging nature of the place, like the 
Magic Eight Ball next to the self-serve 
coffee (Will the drip coffee make my 
hair stand on end? “It is decidedly 
so.”).

Tiny’s stays open until 10 p.m. daily, 
and is quickly becoming a popular 
spot for evening get-togethers, cruis-
ing the web, and on Fridays engaging 
in arm wrestling. Tiny’s has a pending 
liquor license, so it soon will have 
beer and wine available, making it a 
spot for winding down, not just wir-
ing up.

Tiny’s Café is at 2031 N.E. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd; 503-467-4199. Hours: 6 a.m-
10 p.m. Mondays-Fridays, 7 a.m.-10 p.m. 
Saturdays-Sundays.

For other excellent Eliot 
Eateries, look at the column 
on the right-hand side of 
this page.
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“Basically, if we 
do nothing, then 
nothing will hap-
pen…If we decide 
that Eliot could be 
even better than 
it is today, then 
we can make that 
happen.” 

LAND USE, continued from page 3

Please fill out the information below
and mail the form to:

Abby Christopher & Mike Faden
Eliot Tree Planting
31 NE San Rafael

Portland, OR 97212

You can also email your information to:
eliottreeplanting@hotmail.com

Deadline November 1

Name: __________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________

City, State Zip: ____________________________________

Email:  __________________________________________

Home Phone: ____________________________________  

Work Phone:  _____________________________________

  I want trees for my parking strip that I will help maintain. I will 
help plant them on Feb. 18, 2006 (or volunteer in some other 
way if I am not physically able to plant).

  I want trees for my yard that I will help maintain. I will help 
plant them on Feb. 18, 2006 (or volunteer in some other way 
if I am not physically able to plant).

  I don’t need trees, but I would like to donate money to assist 
the neighborhood tree planting and/or fund a tree for a 
neighbor (my check is enclosed).

  I don’t need trees, but I would like to fi nd out about volunteer 
opportunities. 

WHAT WILL I GET?
You will be able to get a City-approved tree for your 

planting strip or yard for $35 per tree! All participants are 
asked to help plant trees on planting day, or volunteer in 
some other capacity. You will get a tree between 1.25 and 

2 inches in diameter [6-14 feet tall!], hole digging, planting 
assistance on planting day, mulch, stakes, ties, labels.

WHY GET A TREE?
•Trees increase the value of a home up to 

21% more than the same house without trees 
• Trees can keep a home up to 20° cooler in the summer

• Trees improve air quality 
•“Green Streets” have lower crime rates 

• Trees provide privacy and help muffle noise 
• Trees beautify and unify neighborhoods  

• Tree plantings help neighbors meet one another

Deadline Nov 1 - submit the following form to get a tree.
Forms to be reviewed by Friends of Trees and City of Portland; 

inspectors to determine size and location of trees. 

Contact Mike or Abby at eliottreeplanting@hotmail.com 
about the Eliot tree planting.

For basic info, visit www.friendsoftrees.org

A simple list of numbers is available 
for residents to be able to call in just 
about any incident, be it a drug deal, 
an abandoned car, or just somebody 
storing garbage in their yard. 

A group called Hope and Hard Work 
meets every Thursday night at 7 p.m. 
at the church on the corner of Skid-
more and MLK. The police and home 
inspectors are there, as well as the DA. 
They can take down any specifi cs you 
have about problems and act on them. 
Is there a store selling beer or liquor 
that is consumed nearby? Is a house 
falling down? Do you know of a drug 
house? Folks at this meeting can either 
act on your tip or help to fi nd you a 
resource.

On a higher level, the Community 
Sustainability and Livability group 
meets every month to try and ensure 
that the North and Northeast neigh-
borhoods will continue to be great 
places to live. CSAL works with the 
neighborhood associations, the NE 
precinct, the DA, and NECN (North-
east Coalition of Neighborhoods). 
If you would like to participate in a 
group that is trying to fi x some of the 
big picture, CSAL is a great start.

There are even more options avail-
able. Would you like to fi nd out more? 

Come by the Eliot Neighborhood 
Association monthly meeting. They 
are open to the public on the second 
Monday of every month at Emanuel 
Hospital at 7 p.m. Just ask at the front 
desk for that night’s location. You can 
get the phone list mentioned above and 
learn more about the area. 

Basically, if we do nothing, then 
nothing will happen. Not to be trite, 
but many hands make light work. If 
we decide that Eliot could be even 
better than it is today, then we can 
make that happen. 

INVOLVEMENT cont. from page 3

Join the Eliot 
Neighborhood
Tree Planting!

is limited to materials, colors, etc., 
not to the density of development. 
If a developer wants to deviate from 
the zone, they can ask to do so, but 
the neighborhood can protest or rec-
ommend alternatives (this is how we 
were able to stop McDonald’s). When 
a new development is proposed, 
landowners and residents nearby are 
notifi ed and provided with the process 
to comment. What most people do 
not understand is that while you can 
comment on anything, the bureau-
crats are limited in what changes they 
can request to specifi c features in the 
zone and/or design. If a development 
is allowed “by right” and the plan 
confi rms to all criteria, neither the 
planner nor a neighbor can stop it if 
they don’t like it. 

In conclusion, zoning and land use 
in Eliot reflects a compromise the 
neighborhood reached with the City 
in 1983. It allowed Eliot to retain its 
residential nature in zoning and it pro-
vided the neighborhood with a stable 
framework for residential development 
and growth, which will help ensure 
Eliot retains its residential character 
for decades to come. The trade off 
is that vacant and under-developed 
land is now being developed to ac-
commodate new neighbors, typically 
in multi-family, multi-story buildings 
that some residents did not expect 
and/or do not like. The fact is, that is 
what Eliot wanted to see in 1983 and 
additional residents are essential if 
Eliot is to survive as a vital residential 
neighborhood. 

Deadline November 1
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I get to play
every day.

Westin underwent surgery at Legacy Emanuel Children’s Hospital
at age 6 to repair a defect in his spinal cord. The surgery corrected
the problem and Westin enjoys soccer, kickball and generally
being an active kid.

Because of Legacy Emanuel Children’s Hospital…

For information about the Emanuel Children’s Hospital Foundation, please call 503-413-2786.
For employment, visit our website, legacyhealth.org, or call 503-415-5405.

Legacy Health System, a nonprofit organization, includes Emanuel Hospital & Health Center, Emanuel Children’s Hospital, Good Samaritan Hospital & Medical Center,
Meridian Park Hospital, Mount Hood Medical Center, Visiting Nurse Association, Legacy Clinics and CareMark/Managed HealthCare Northwest PPO. ©2005

A s the region’s only community nonprofit
children’s hospital, Legacy Emanuel

Children’s Hospital plays an important role in
keeping children healthy. We do so with the
finest in medical care, including:

❁ The state’s largest Neonatal Intensive Care
Unit

❁ A state-of-the-art Pediatric Intensive Care Unit

❁ Children’s Center for Specialty Services and
Rehabilitation

❁ The Children’s Heart Program, for open heart 
surgeries and a range of cardiology procedures 

❁ The Children’s Cancer Program,
including Day Treatment Center

❁ Comprehensive pediatric surgical sub-
specialty services

Best of all, from the nation’s first Hollywood
Starlight Lounge to playrooms for kids of all
ages to on-site classrooms, Emanuel Children’s
Hospital keeps a child’s routine as normal as
possible. Meanwhile, parents can stay with their
children virtually around-the-clock.

It’s simple: Because of Emanuel Children’s
Hospital, many more kids are healthy, happy and
alive. What could be more important? Because kids need us.

News & Notes✎
Development 
Update
By Mike Warwick

Developer interest in Eliot con-
tinues. A host of projects and 

proposals are in the works. Ben Kaiser 
(who is developing a site for Grand 
Central Baking on Fremont just east of 
Mississippi Ave.), has two more proj-
ects in the permitting stage, one in Eliot 
and one across the street on the north 
side of Fremont on Williams. Mixed 
use projects are planned for both sites. 
Ben is also developing two adjacent 
lots in Eliot for residences, and plans 
a proposal for the morgue site. 

At least two other proposals are in the 
works for the morgue site. One is from 
a non-profi t and one from a commer-
cial developer. From what I know, two 
of the proposals preserve the morgue 
building and one does not. Both com-
mercial proposals include housing. The 
county is expected to receive propos-
als in September and make a decision 
within a month.

Other projects of interest, high-rise 
housing is proposed west of Mississippi 
near Lovely Hula Hands (outside Eliot, 
but there is a trend here), as well as on 

the east end of the Broadway Bridge. 
The latter project proposal included 
a preliminary request to exceed the 
height limits. Environmental assess-
ment is underway on the corner of 
Knott and 7th, indicating some kind 
of development is probably pending. 
A vacant lot north of the site is being 
sub-divided probably for development 
of some skinny houses. A home on my 
street (Thompson) sold to a contrac-
tor. The previous owner attempted to 
convert it to a duplex, but didn’t do a 
very good job and quit mid-stream. 
It isn’t clear what the new owner is 
going to do. Three homes on the east 
(Irvington) side of 7th near Knott have 
sold recently or are in process. Two 
were sold to contractors intending to 
“fl ip” (quickly resell) them. 

Morgue Update 
By Carmel Bentley

On July 11, Multnomah County 
issued a second Request for 

Proposal for purchase of the Medi-
cal Examiner’s Building at 301 NE 
Knott. The deadline for proposals to 
purchase the 12,000 square foot site 
was September 9. 

“We didn’t distribute the RFP as 
deeply and widely as we could have,” 
acknowledges Mike Sublett, Senior 
Property Management Specialist with 
the Multnomah County Facilities and 
Property Management Division. “This 
property, which has an assessed value 
of $1,053,600, is a valuable for both 
the county and the community. This 
time we sent over 400 notices to com-
mercial real estate companies and bro-
kers that represent private, non-profi t 
organizations,” he says.

In the first process, the Native 
American Youth Association (NAYA) 
submitted a bid of $500,000 and the 
Chaos Theatre submitted a bid of 
$250,000. “This is not a refl ection on 
the two bids we received in the fi rst 
RFP,” Sublett states. “Both have been 
invited to submit another proposal. 
They can change their proposal, keep 
it the same or withdraw. It is totally 
up to them.” 

“It is possible that the bids we get in 
the second RFP process aren’t much 
different from the fi rst,” Sublett con-
tinues, “but at least we’ll know that we 
did everything we could to make sure 
that every business and organization 
that might be interested knows about 
the opportunity.”

The complete RFP is on the county’s 
website. Go to www.co.multnomah.
or.us and click on the Surplus Prop-
erty link at the bottom of the home 
web page.

Sublett expects to be prepared to 
make a recommendation of a buyer 
to the Board of Commissioners no 
later than the end of October. “The 
time it actually takes to analyze the 
proposals will depend on how many 
we receive and how complex they 
are,” he notes. “We’ve been encour-
aged by the number of phone calls 
and requests for bid packages we have 
received,” he adds.

The property, a half-block west of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard, 
is directly across the street from the 
Title Wave Used Book Store operated 
by the Multnomah County Library. 
The Matt Dishman Community Cen-
ter is one block further west. A park 
dedicated to Gladys McCoy, the Nike 
Factory Store, and many restaurants, 
including Bridges Café and Catering, 
and Billy Reed’s Restaurant and Bar are 
within easy walking distance.

In about a month these businesses, 
and the residents of Eliot neighbor-
hood, should know who their new 
neighbor will be. 

EliotN_Fall05.indd   7EliotN_Fall05.indd   7 9/19/2005   12:03:25 PM9/19/2005   12:03:25 PM



EliotN_Fall05.indd   8EliotN_Fall05.indd   8 9/19/2005   12:03:30 PM9/19/2005   12:03:30 PM


