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He can be found every weekday
morning at 6:00 a.m. in the weight
room at Dishman Community Center.
Lithe and trim at 72, Paul Knauls starts
his day with “light weights and a
whole lot of talking,” mostly to long-
time friends who work out with him
on the early shift.

After a shower and breakfast at
home, by 9:00 a.m. he’s at Geneva’s
Shear Perfection, the  business he
owns with his wife, Geneva, at 5601
NE Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard.
With 14 stalls, Geneva’s is one of the
largest unisex barbershops in town.
And that will be Paul’s headquarters
for the next twelve hours (the bar-
bershop may stay open as late as
10:00 p.m.), unless he’s called away
to one or another event – a retire-
ment party for Charles Jordan, the
dedication ceremony for the Vanport
Bridge, or to help out with the Inner
City Blues Festival, the annual
fundraiser for the Rainbow Coalition
where Paul has served as Master of
Ceremonies for 14 years.

Paul Knauls is a well-known figure
in the African American community,
and has been for forty years.  It was
1963 when he first arrived in Port-
land and, within months, transformed
the Cotton Club into one of the most
popular nightclubs in town.

You wouldn’t know it today, driving
south along North Vancouver Avenue,
to see the grey one-story building at
2125, forlorn behind a chain link fence.
But from 1963-1970, when Paul ran

it, the Cotton Club was jumping.  With

a lunch counter in front and a bar,

showroom and dance floor in the rear,

it was the place for jazz and for soul,

seven nights a week.  Big Mama

Thornton.  The Whisperers.  Etta

James.  Bobby Bradford.  Cleve Will-
iams.  Mel Brown, who would travel
with the big name Motown groups.

“We always had two acts,” Paul
says.  “We had a stripper and then a

singer or a singing group.  Of course
the musicians were top quality.  We
had a group from Portland called The
Three Little Souls.  They wound up
on the big TV shows—Ed Sullivan,
Sammy Davis, Jr.– after changing
their name to Sunday’s Child.

“We lived just across the street, at
2118 North Vancouver Avenue,” says
Ron Steen.  “They’d have jam sessions
in the afternoon on Sundays, and this
saxophone player told me I could go
over there.”  He was 15 at the time,
and had been learning the drums since
he was eleven.  “It was exciting to be
in a smoky club.  I had wondered what
people did there.  I remember the bar-
tender, Ruby.  I had a little schoolboy
crush on her.  She was way older than
me, like 15 years older.  She’d give me
cokes and put a cherry in, and give me
a little kiss on the cheek.”

If Ron was charmed by Ruby
Patterson, he was stunned by the mu-
sic.

“The first band I heard was with Mel
Brown, and he was playing really, re-
ally great.  I remember the bass notes
coming through those huge Leslie
speakers.  There’s nothing like that
when you hear it live.”

Paul Knauls gave Ron Steen his first
opportunity to play.  “One night my
drummer didn’t show, so I went across
the street.  ‘Ronnie, you ever did a
show?’  He says, ‘No.’ ‘You going to do
one tonight ‘cause I’m stuck...’  Came
over, played his first show, he was 17
years old.  And the rest is history.  He’s
been playing every since, one of the
top drummers.”

Of course, this was pretty new to
Paul, too.  “It was my first nightclub
experience,” he says.  He was learning
as he went.

Born in Huntington, Arkansas, in
1931, Paul attended Lincoln High
School in Fort Smith, 37 miles away
(Huntington, pop. 451, didn’t have a
high school).  He graduated in 1949
and 17 days later joined the Air Force,
where he learned to repair typewrit-
ers.  He got his honorable discharge in
1953, at Fairchild Air Force Base in
Spokane, and decided to stay on in the
Northwest.  Immediately, he got two

Neighborhood Profile: Paul and Geneva Knauls
by Martha Gies
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What to do with Memorial Coli-
seum, the 43 year old “elegant
cube from Mars” at the Rose Quar-
ter?
    The city is considering three ba-
sic proposals, and several variations
on the three themes, in a public
review process now under way.
    As this is being written, the city
has scheduled a meeting for June
18 to present the proposals and
hear public input. Based on this,
staff will present a final report and
recommendation to take to the
Portland City Council this fall.
    The Rose Quarter Study of
1990s called for most of the Rose
Quarter to be reconstituted as the
neighborhood it once was, with
smaller scale, non-event uses. The
study suggested that the coliseum,
by its presence, subtracted from
the land available to achieve this
purpose, and that it was neither
needed nor economically viable as
an event venue.
    However, as part of public input
on the project, veterans organiza-
tions from throughout the state said
that they considered the building a
memorial to the nation’s war dead
- “this is sacred ground,” one of
them put it - and that they would
fight tooth and nail against its re-
moval. Others praised the architec-
ture of the building, which archi-
tects of the adjacent Rose Garden
once dismissed as “an elegant cube

from Mars.” City officials quietly dis-
tanced themselves from discussions
of the Coliseum’s demolition.
    Instead, Council authorized a study
of possible public uses of the build-
ing. After considering a variety of op-
tions, they have been boiled down to
the following:
    *Continuation as an auditorium.
Under this subset, the city could pur-
sue several levels of renovation, rang-
ing from $3.5 million for replacement
of an aging ice machine and heating
plant, to $7 million for improved light-
ing, painting and signage, to $8.5
million for improved food service a
and other improvements to make the
place more viable. (The city has dis-
carded a more aggressive makeover,
with the introduction of high-priced
luxury boxes, according to project
manager Dave Logsdon.)
    *One of these three proposals in
combination with creation of a sec-
ond building somewhere on the prop-
erty. This second structure would be
a public community center, “like the
Southwest Community Center, but
larger,” Logsdon says, at a price of
$40 million.
    *As a Multiple Athletic and Recre-
ation Center (MARC), a combination
tournament sport venue and “com-
munity Center on steroids.” Conceived
by developer Doug Obletz, this would
combine an Olympic-sized swimming
pool, a climbing wall, basketball, ten-
nis and volleyball courts and other

athletic facilities, as well as a food
court and other commercial sup-
port services. The building would
be available for public use most of
the time, on a fee schedule to be
determined, and could also be used
for swimming competitions, tennis
tournaments and the like.
    Were the city to decide to re-
ject these and all other public uses
for the Coliseum, a provision of its
lease with Paul Allen’s Oregon
Arena Corporation would kick in -
and yet another proposal. Under

Memorial Coliseum Update
By Lee Perlman
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ELIOT MONTHLY MEETINGS

If you live or work in Eliot, you are welcome and encouraged to

attend the monthly meetings of the Eliot Neighborhood Associa-
tion, which are held the second Monday of each month at Emanuel

Hospital.

It’s a great opportunity to meet your neighbors, stay informed

about what’s going on in Eliot, help build a stronger community,

and have input into decisions that may affect you. Also consider

joining a committee or becoming a board member (we have va-

cancies).

Emanuel Hospital, 2801 N Gantenbein, Lorenzen Conference Center

Eliot News is published four times a year by the Eliot Neighbor-
hood Association.  It is delivered or mailed free of charge to every

address in the neighborhood.  It does not have a ISBN.

Newsletter Editor:  Tony Green can be reached at 51 NE
Tillamook, Portland 97212, 249-8742 (eliotnews@hotmail.com).
Layout:  Catherine Van Ginkel 281-6719 (catherinevg@aol.com)

Advertising:  eliotnews@hotmail.com
Delivery Coordinator:  Jason Mershon (331-2929)

Rights to articles are retained by the author.  Opinions of the authors do not

necessarily reflect the official positions of the Eliot Neighborhood Association

The Eliot Neighborhood Association (ENDA) is a non-profit corpo-
ration whose members are the residents and business owners of
the Eliot Neighborhood. Its purpose is to inform Eliot residents about
issues affecting the neighborhood through meetings, newsletters and
other activities. Members of the neighborhood association must be
over 14 years old and live, own property, have a business, or
represent a non-profit within the neighborhood. The Eliot Neigh-

borhood Association was founded in 1969. It is recognized by the

City of Portland, is a member of the Northeast Coalition of Neighbor-

hoods, Inc., and has representatives on several other groups and

committees.

Eliot Neighborhood Association
Board

Co-Chair Gary Hampton 282-5429

Co-Chair Carol Kennedy 331-1312

Vice-Chair Krystyn Czarnecka 287-5428

Treasurer Heather Dorsey 282-4881

Secretary Paul Dorsey 282-4881

Newsletter Tony Green 249-8799

Member Ginger Adamovics 413-4630

Member Pauline Bradford 281-6635

Member Jason Mershon 331-2929

Member David Jahns 528-0266

Member Joyce Boles 335-6923

Member Kimberley Smith 284-6217

Member Ann Kasper 493-3838

Land Use Committee: Mike Warwick (chairman), Pauline Bradford,

Caroline Bruce (vice-chairwoman), Gary Hampton, Lee Perlman (287-

0880), and Greg Dyson (331-0362)

Representatives to the NE Coalition Of Neighborhoods:

Pauline Bradford

Representatives to VOA Client Review Committee: Krystyn

Czarnecka, Susan Bailey (284-7010), and Carol Kennedy

Representative to Lloyd District Transportation Management

Association Coalition: Pauline Bradford

Representative to MLK Advisory Committee: Mike Warwick

(284-7010)

Representatives to the Interstate Urban Renewal Area

Advisory Committee: Gary Hampton and Pauline Bradford

TREE PEOPLE:  For those of you with young trees, it’s important to remember
several things this summer:

*Keep weeds and grass cleared away from the base of your tree – they
take up needed water & soil nutrients
*Spread some compost, wood shavings or straw around the base – about
3 feet – this helps keep the moisture in the ground and slows down weeds.
*When it gets warm it is REALLY important to water deeply – ten gallons
once/week for healthy tree growth – frequent & shallow is not good.  Not
good.

If your tree has been in the ground for a year, you can remove the supporting
stakes – it’s ready to learn to stand on its own.

Branches on street trees should be cut so they don’t block
cars or trucks (code says you should have a clearance of
11 feet)  and there shouldn’t be branches hanging low
over the sidewalk.

If you have tree related questions, there is probably and experienced gardener
living nearby that you could consult ... or you can call me, your Neighborhood Tree
Liaison, at 503-287-5428.    The next Tree Liaison class will be in September.  It is
an awesome training offered for free by the city’s Department of Urban Forestry.

Desperate times sometimes call for heroic actions.   On
two separate weekends hardy neighborhood volunteers
gathered at Harriet Tubman Middle School and worked
on the native plant landscape.

Naturescape Heroes:  definitely our most

gung-ho volunteer is Bob Belcher (Irvington) – a Tubman
mentor and member of St. Phillip the Deacon Church.
Labor-intense Eliot women Erin (also a Tubman men-
tor), Heather Dorsey, Susan Bailey and myself relent-
lessly pulled thistles and spread compost.  Trip “weed
wacker” Hardmin made an impromptu appearance, Felix Solis was passing by and
stayed working for two hours until we done.   Running non-stop on muffins and
water  was Chris “the machine” Yeargers.

All of this aided and abetted by the amazing and dedicated hands-on staff from
Friends of Trees – Jeff White and Ivy Schlegel who are the Schoolyard Natives
program.    Abundant  & delicious fuel was provided by  Peet’s Coffee – worth
putting in an hour for.

 It isn’t too late to join the Tubman Landscape Brigade — weeding and pruning
will continue through-out the summer and we hope to get involved with creative
improvements at the school (artists welcome).   To join us, call 503-287-5428.

If you’d like to see an example of the easiest way to remove grass and weeds in
an area, come by and see the “sheet mulch” on the embankment next to the
sidewalk along Flint Ave.  This is slower but much easier than digging –be patient
and enjoy life!

The weed barrier can be anything organic & non-toxic that will eventually break

down – a layer of cardboard or several sheets of newspaper work well.   Even old
towels or sheets!  Bury it under the mulch and wait for it to disappear.

Eagle Eye Optical
2808 NE MLK Jr Blvd, Suite C
503.335.7173

Located in the Standard Dairy Building

Special Care Instructions for
Neighborhood Trees

Submitted by Christine Czarnecka
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It had been a neighborhood nuisance
for a couple of years.

Traffic at all hours. People running up to
the house and then back to their cars.

The folks on the 100 block of Northeast
San Rafael Street figured drugs were be-
ing sold, and they called the police repeat-
edly.

Fortunately, the police officer who is as-
signed to keep an eye on the Eliot neigh-
borhood got wind of the complaints in early
May.

“We were kind of aware of it, but not
to the degree the neighbors were,” said
Portland Police officer Roger Axthelm.

Axthelm got what’s called a citizen ob-
servation warrant. Normally, in order to get
a warrant for a drug house, the police need
to make three buys to make sure it’s on
ongoing drug selling operation. But if neigh-
bors witness what appears to be repeated
drug activity, the police need only corrobo-
rate what they report to get a warrant.

Axthelm said in the case of the house
on San Rafael, the police also orchestrated
a drug buy.

“This warrant pushes that envelope and
we’ve had very good success with it,” he
said.

Then on May 22, at about 7:30 a.m.,
Axthelm and other officers served the
warrant.

“We thought there was going to be
some meth, but not a full lab,” he said.
“They weren’t actually cooking when we
got there. But they had the solutions.
There’s no doubt that they had produced
meth fairly recently. We took six people
to jail. Various drug charges and warrants.
A lot of fraud stuff. Check fraud.”

Sgt. Tom McGranahan of the Portland
Police Bureau’s drugs and vice division told
the Portland Tribune that the house at 51
N.E. San Rafael St. stood out because
there were so many different chemicals
there for manufacturing meth, and in large
amounts.

“You don’t see large labs up here,” he
said. “Usually, we see what we call ‘Beavis
and Butt-head labs.’ “

He described the latter as labs that pro-
duce a few ounces of meth, make a small
profit and have five chemicals or so on
hand. At this lab, he told the Tribune, in-
vestigators spent 14 hours taking samples
of 32 chemicals in different stages of meth
production, including ephedrine tablets,
iodine and the highly hazardous red phos-
phorous.

McGranahan said he wouldn’t call the lab
a superlab — a producer of 20 pounds or
more of meth — but it was “fairly large-
scale” and capable of producing several
pounds. It’s rare to find labs of that size in
the city, he said.

All six occupants of the house were ar-
rested. Michael T. King, 44, and Karen
Blackie, 40, face various drug charges.
Homer T. Howard and Larry Bradley, both
54, were charged with frequenting, which
applies if a person has control of a house
and is aware of drug sales going on there.
James J. Grubbs, 34, and Matthew T.
Henderson, 26, were arrested on outstand-
ing warrants.

The house is now boarded up and will
be cleaned by toxic waste crews at the
homeowner’s expense, police said.

Police say meth manufacture and use
traditionally have been most widespread
in Southeast and east Portland, while
North and Northeast have been devas-
tated by crack cocaine. “We’re seeing more
meth coming into the area,” Axthelm told
the Tribune, noting that addicts favor the
drug because it is cheap, widely available
and easy to make and produces a long-
lasting high. “These (labs) could be any-
where.”

He said residents should report suspi-
cious activity to the police. The citywide
number to report drug tips is 503-823-
0246.

One neighbor, who did not want his
name in the paper, said drug activity grew
gradually, but steadily.

Eventually, it was “all hours of the day.
We really were having a bad parking prob-
lem.”

Several violent incidents in Eliot marred
this spring.

Jason L. Elye was killed in a drive-by
shooting on April 5. It happened at 3 a.m.
on Northeast Fargo near Martin Luther
King. A passenger in the car shot Elye, who
was later found in the street, according
to police. Elye, 30, lived on Fargo.

Anyone with any information about the
homicide, Portland’s eighth in 2003, should
call Det. Shirley Parsons at 503-823-0395
or Det. John Rhodes at 503-823-0459.
A month later, two masked men kicked in
door of a Northeast Tillamook Street home
and shot a teen-ager.

Police said the violent break-in was not
random. The men demanded money from
23-year-old Deasha Allen. When Allen
started struggling with the men, her 15-
year-old brother intervened. He was shot
three times in the upper body, but sur-
vived.

The incident occurred about 1:30 a.m.
Investigators said the shooting may have
been gang or drug related.

Harvey Johnson, who lives next door,
told The Oregonian that the flashing lights
of the responding police cars woke him
up.

“Since it’s a neighbor, I have a concern
about somebody getting hurt here,”
Johnson said.

Later that day, a 15-year girl slashed the
throat of a 17-year-old rival. The two girls
were arguing on a Tri-Met bus when secu-
rity officers asked them to get off at North
Vancouver and Stanton. Once outside,
police said, the 15-year-old attacked the
older girl with a scalpel. The victim was
taken to nearby Legacy Emanuel Hospital
& Health Center where she received 60
stitches.

The police said the scalpel nearly struck
the victim’s cartoid artery.
Christine Thomas, 15, was charged with

first-degree assault, a Measure 11 crime
that carries a mandatory 7-and-a-half year
prison sentence. Police said the two girls
were classmates and had a running feud.
The incident occurred about 3:30 p.m. on
May 1.

In February, Axthelm said an armed rob-
bery occurred on the corner of Rodney
and Sacramento. A man was assaulted on
the street by two juveniles who made off
with his wallet.

In the neighborhood’s March meeting,
Axthelm said there was a shooting at 5th

and Stanton. It was gang-related. He said
old gang leaders are getting out of prison
and trying to re-establish their dominance,
but younger gang leaders are unwilling to
give up control.

On April 11, he said, there was another
shooting at 522 NE Stanton. A man shot
his girlfriend through the door several
times. She was hit twice, but is okay.
In other crime news, Axthelm told the Eliot
Board that there had been shots fired near
51 N.E. Russell and that there was trouble
between the Oregon Liquor Control Com-
mission and Disjecta, and art and music
venue on Russell.

He also said there was a cat burglar who
had been working on the east side of MLK.
He said watch out for pet doors. Burglars
can crawl through them. He said car prowls
and theft from garages were on the rise.
He said the police rousted a transient sleep-
ing on the porch at 426 NE Ivy. They also
put a stop to a prostitute at the bus stop
on Vancouver and Paige.

Finally, Axthelm said that Rasheed
Wallace threw a birthday on April 13 at
Club International on MLK and San Rafael.
It was after a game against the Lakers.
Other that the fact that several Blazers
had some legal trouble this year, including
Wallace, it’s not quite clear to me why this
was part of the police report.

Here are a couple of Web sites for the
crime-curious:
http://www.portlandpolicebureau.com/
http://www.inmatereleases.org/
http://www.gis.ci.portland.or.us/maps/po-
lice/

Neighborhood Crime Report
By Tony Green

Eliot’s annual clean up was a success, reports Carol Kennedy, co-
chairwoman of the Eliot Neighborhood Association.

“Many of our seniors living in Eliot were able to get rid of unwanted
debris and junk,”
Kennedy says.

Kennedy extended special thanks to Jason Mershon for
driving the truck and Sarah Cloud for the “wonderful

coffee that kept us
warm and awake.”

Volunteers from Volunteers of America also helped.
Other partners include Emanuel Hospital, Waste

Management, Metro and
the Northeast Coalition of Neighbors.

A Special Note of

T h a n k s

 FREE ESTIMATES

 licensed•Bonded•insured  Business: (503) 710-1834

Pressure Washing
Pro

Pro Pressure Washing's Commercial and Residential Services 

can help your establishment have..."a new appearance on the 

old frame."  Services include a Hot & cold treatment that cleans

deep yetsoft on the surface.      

Maintenance programs

Available

Senior Citizen Discounts
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Our neighborhood is so fortunate to
have many homes of significance that still
stand and we are more fortunate that
many of those homes have been sensi-
tively restored in recent years.  The Albert
O’Neel House is one good example of a
relatively simple house that is still stand-
ing in the middle of a block that has seen
much change through the course of the
20th Century.  Mr. O’Neel, a significant fig-
ure in the railroad industry, had this home
of the American Foursquare design built
in 1906 at 52 NE Tillamook.  It turns out
that this simple box shaped house ties in
the neighborhood to its close association
to the railroads.  A little more research
revealed the life of a brilliant engineer
who made a difference throughout the
Pacific Northwest & Alaska.  The railroad
industry is what helped build Albina over
100 years ago.  Several homes and du-
plexes on this block between N Williams
& NE Rodney have been lost.  An original
Victorian era duplex once stood next door
to the west that has been gone over 20
years.

Albert C. O’Neel was born 15 July 1865
in Iowa and grew up in the town of
Oelwein with a relatively ordinary family
but it seems apparent that he had big
dreams of the railroads as a boy.  He
arrived in Oregon in 1884 teaching in
country schools and by 1888, he was
teaching plane trigonometry and differ-
ential and integral calculus in the
Russellville High School.  In 1889, he en-
tered the civil engineering field and
worked on government surveys involved
with land and the controversial large
grants that the railroads received.  In
1892, this brilliant young man crossed
over to the railroad industry and engi-
neered the construction of the Portland,
Chicago & Mt. Scott Railroad, a short line
connecting Portland to the Mt. Scott area
(today’s outer SE Portland & Clackamas
areas).  After this relatively small “gig”
in a giant industry at the time, he be-
came the construction engineer for the
Portland, Vancouver & Yakima Railroad,
a route that later became part of the
Oregon-Washington Railway & Naviga-
tion Company, that again was later swal-
lowed up by the Union Pacific.
During the Alaskan & Yukon Gold Rush of
1896-98, he engineered the main rail line
through the difficult terrain along the Cop-
per River in Alaska.  Interestingly, au-
thor Rex Beach depicted him as the hero

in his fictional book he wrote called
“The Iron Trail”, later published in
1913.  Another book called “Grit, Grief
& Gold” (non-fiction) by author Dr.
Fenton B. Whiting praised him for his
great accomplishments in this inhos-
pitable terrain.  O’Neel was also men-
tioned in a 3rd book “The Copper
Spike” by Lone E. Jansen (1975) con-
taining factual details.  He designed a
large steel span bridge across the river
deemed as impossible by others due
to frequent ice jams.  Most of this
bridge still stands today.  A nearby
mountain was named after Albert
O’Neel.  During the early stages of in-
terior restoration, the current owner
found a stack of leather-bound ledgers
of expenses and drawings of the con-
struction of this Alaskan rail line.  A
few years ago, she found the grand-
son still living who was excited about the
find after hearing stories about his grand-
father many years ago and returned the
documents of this historic project to the
family.

When returning to Portland, Albert
O’Neel became employed as the assis-
tant engineer of the Oregon-Washing-
ton Railway & Navigation Company,
practically one of the largest railroads
in the Pacific Northwest at this time.
He was said to have engineered the
large steel-span railroad bridge north
of Portland and several other railroad
bridges throughout the Pacific North-
west.  One of the largest feats men-
tioned is the long-span Monroe Street
Bridge over Spokane Falls in Spokane,
completed in 1914.  He remained in this
position nearly three decades past the

transition to the Union Pacific System.
Near retirement, he exited the railroad
industry and was chosen to become the
assistant engineer for the Bonneville
Dam Project started about 1932.  In
1936, he was reported to be the chief
engineer of the Portland-Columbia Air-
port, the original airport in design that
is PDX today.  In March 1943, Albert
O’Neel passed away after his full life of
accomplishments.  Since 1906 to this
time, he remained in this home on NE
Tillamook with his wife Olive raising
four sons and one daughter.  Interest-
ingly, both Albert and Olive O’Neel were
buried at Lincoln Memorial Cemetery.
In a few months, the house was sold
to a S. Churcher who apparently rented
it to a woman that operated a board-

ing house during the rest of World War
II.

After the war, the house was bought
and occupied by Otto M. & Billie L. Cox,
believed to be African-Americans who
came to Portland during the war and
were able to make it during the diffi-
cult years after.  Otto Cox worked as a
laborer for the city street cleaning di-
vision and remained living in the house
until 1978.  The current owner, Debbie
Howell acquired the house from her fa-
ther and has recently been in the final
stages of gradual restoration on the
exterior after about 10 years since start-
ing on the inside.  Today, it looks nearly
as it did inside & outside when the
O’Neel family lived there.

Historic Homes and Buildings of Eliot
By Roy E. Roos

The Albert C. O’Neel House: A Connection to a
Famous Railroad Figure

The Albert C. O’Neel house as it looks today after a restoration by owner Debbie Howell
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Active: Bed Bath Sq Ft Price
522 NE Stanton 4 1 1700 $185,000

Pending:
60 NE Ivy 2 1 818 $109,900
67 NE Failing 2 1 1488 $143,500
526 NE Cook    4 1 1832 $239,900
2632 NE 7th 3 3 1650 $245,000
3536 NE Rodney  4 2 2912 $249,950
533 NE Brazee 3 2 1833 $325,000

Sold:
40 NE Ivy 2 1 970 $102,000
211 NE Morris 3  1 1640 $143,500
117 NE Ivy 3  1 1040 $142,000
2729 NE 7th 2 2 1289 $147,000
3405 NE Rodney  3 2 2233 $155,000
6 NE Monroe      3 2.5 1316 $157,000
2327 NE 7th 3 2 1008 $161,900
130 NE Fremont 3 1.1 1188 $170,000
2674 NE 6th Place 2 2.1 1250 $165,000
232 NE Graham 3 2 1623 $227,500
445 NE Fargo 4 2 1745 $258,000
55 NE Fargo 4 2 2888 $265,000
523 NE Knott 3 1 1900 $266,000
3523 NE 7th 3 2 1784 $270,000

RE        equity group, inc.

Kirsten Jenkins
503.515.6633

Remax Inc., Realtors
Office: (503) 287-8989

X

“There are no large-scale retail centers
of this nature within five miles,” he said.
City dwellers seeking them make four
million auto trips a year to suburban lo-
cations such as Clackamas Town Center
or Washington Square, he said. This pro-
posal could reverse that trend and bring
suburban shoppers into the inner city, he
said. It would employ 2,000 people, gen-
erate $90 million worth of business a
year, and would be created at no expense
to the public, he said.
    When the Rose Garden was created
in 1993, the Arena Corporation was criti-
cized for not providing for any activity
along North Broadway, and allowing for
pedestrian access from Eliot. Isaac said
the Big Box proposal and the second
building would be “a place to come and
go for surrounding neighborhoods.”
    While conceding that the area is cur-
rently “a very suburban situation,” he said
they planned to do a little reconfiguring
of exterior access and interior roads, “but
not much.”
    Isaac said the Arena Corporation con-
ceived the Big Box idea a year ago, but
“stayed quiet to let the public proposals
develop. We’re somewhat disappointed
that others didn’t come forward.”
    Both men expressed skepticism about
the public proposals.
Isaac said that as an arena the coliseum
had become “superfluous,” and that all
the events there could be accommodated
in the Rose Garden, Oregon Convention
Center or Expo Center. “Everything is at
the end of its useful life - the plumbing,
the heating, the ice machine,” he said.

Events there, when held simultaneously
with those at the Rose Quarter, contrib-
ute to traffic jams, he said. In contrast,
the peak retail time would be mid-day
on weekdays when the Rose Garden is
not in use,” he said.
    While not rejecting the idea, the Eliot
board seemed skeptical. Co-chair Gary
Hampton said, “I kind of like the idea,
and I like the idea of job creation. But
I’m a long-time resident. I’ve seen people
displaced by the (Portland School
District’s) Blanchard Center. We’ve sac-
rificed a lot - our housing, the grid pat-
tern.” He was uncertain that the fruit of
all this - the coliseum - should be turned
over to a private developer.
    Jason Mershon said he cared little
about what happened to the building
(“Personally, I think it’s the ugliest thing
I’ve ever seen”) than about its affect on
the neighborhood.
    Longtime resident Pauline Bradford
told Mershon, “When it was first built,
some people thought this was the won-
der of the age.” Continuing Hampton’s
thought she said, “We tore down things
that were built to last a hundred years to
build this, and 40 years later we’re told
it’s ready to be torn down. That’s a les-
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son for the future. If it’s re-used, I hope
people wouldn’t say it needs to come
down in 25 years.”
    In an obvious reference to the MARC,
Isaac said, “There were several options
proposed, some very, very exciting. The
biggest consideration for most of them
was money.” Earlier, he said that the Arena
Corporation had proposed a combination
of the big box and MARC proposals, but
Obletz had rejected the idea.
    Obletz, who is scheduled to appear
before the Eliot board in July, confirms
this. “We listened to their proposal,” he
said.
“The objectives of (the MARC) plan were
so powerful and strong that we wanted
to see if they could be achieved without
this sort of compromise.”
    He disagrees with the city analysis of
his proposals. He feels the price tag is
$80 million, rather than $90 or more, and
that creation of new, dedicated parking
facilities may not be necessary. “We want
to create a thorough professional plan,”
he says. “None of the city’s work quali-
fies for that.” Arguing that there is no
compelling hurry, he is asking for another
“six to 12 months” to develop his pro-
posal.

Continued from cover page

Memorial Coliseum

Neighborhood AnnouNcementS

Join SOLV this Summer!
The SOLV staff is busy planning, organizing and creating materials for Fall
projects as well as caring for watersheds restored during the past Spring. We
have several opportunities for volunteers to get involved in the planning of
projects (office activity) or in caring for recently restored watershed areas
(outdoor activity) .

1.) Office Activity: Work closely to ensure that materials & supplies are
available for projects. We need help with research, preparation of mailings,
preparing packets and organizing the workspaces.

2.) Outdoor Activity: SOLV is also looking for a few good men and
women to help restore the watersheds this summer! Volunteers are needed to
take on the grubby yet gratifying tasks of mulching, weeding, staking, caging,
and watering at 35 sites in the Portland Metro area. In exchange, SOLV will
provide educational opportunities in the form of hands-on/in-the-field mini-
lessons on watershed health, watershed restoration, native and invasive plant
identification, vegetation monitoring, and maintenance. Volunteers will explore
the challenges facing Portland’s watesheds while actively working to restore
them.

For more information, please contact: Debra Fife (Office Work) or Andrea
(Watershed Project) at the SOLV office.  Hours are relatively flexible.

SOLV, 314 E.Main St., Suite 500, Hillsboro,OR 97123
503.844.9571 Office
503-844-9575 Fax
503.701.0353 Cell

its lease with the city, the Corporation is
pledged to operate the Coliseum as a
public facility as long as the city wants it
to be one. Once this ceases, the Corpo-
ration has “right of first refusal” to pro-
pose another use for the building or land.
The city does not have to accept the pro-
posal, but if it doesn’t it must let the land
stand vacant for at least three years.
    The Corporation’s proposal, in coop-
eration with the Gerding-Edlen Corpora-
tion, is to create two “big box” retail fa-
cilities of 140,000 square feet each, on
the top and bottom of the building, with
two levels of parking in between. The
veterans memorials now tucked away in
obscure corners of the Coliseum would
be moved to a new building along North
Broadway containing a veteran’s museum
and meeting facilities.
    Mark Edlen, and J. Isaac of the Arena
Corporation, met with the Eliot board last
month to discuss their proposal. Obletz
is scheduled to discuss the MARC idea at
the July meeting.
    The Arena Corporation recently demol-
ished the old Red Lion Thunderbird hotel
on the Willamette River. They plan to
build 300,000 square feet of office space
there, Isaac said. They had considered
putting housing in the area, but had con-
cluded that dust from the nearby grain
elevator made this a “tough environment,”
Edlen said. Nonetheless, Isaac and Edlen
said, with the introduction of office and
retail, they are fulfilling the Rose Quar-
ter vision of creating a diversified area.
    Edlen said it would also meet larger
urban planning goals.

Kirtsen Jenkins’ Real Estate Report

Want to know about:

great new capital gains tax laws?
current market information on your home?

I know your neighborhood.

Saving and Improving Housing in Eliot
Neighborhood for 25 Years. Houses and

Apartments for rent.

(503) 806-3502

BAILEY & WARWICK
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jobs: he went to work for Royal Type-
writer Company, doing repairs, and he got
a job dishwashing at the lavish Davenport
Hotel, where he worked his way up to wine
steward.

“That was one of two hotels where they
polished their money every night,” Paul
says.  “The Davenport in Spokane and
St. Francis Hotel
in San Francisco.
The silver all
looked new every
day.  If you ever
got any change
back—it might be
a 1942 dime—the
money was pol-
ished.”

The Davenport,
with its elegant
Spanish Renais-
sance lobby, Ital-
ian marble foun-
tain and green
opalescent sky-
light, would seem
an ideal place for
a man of Paul’s
natural refine-
ment, but he had
other plans: he
wanted a place of
his own.

“I knew I
wanted to do
something.  I’d
been working
two jobs for about 12 years to get enough
money.  I came down to Portland one
night and visited the clubs.

Why Portland?  “It had to be near a ski
area.  That was one reason.”  He had
learned to ski in 1957 and was working
Sundays (a third job) at Mt. Spokane as a
ski instructor.

“The other was my mom and four of
my six sisters lived in Seattle by this time.
They were very religious, very proper.  It
wouldn’t do to own a nightclub in a city
where they lived.”

The only Portland club that didn’t have
a crowd was the Cotton Club.  “Basically,
the place wasn’t very clean,” Paul says.
“Holes in the carpet.  The restrooms
weren’t very nice.  And then the owner,
Mr.  T., was just an angry old man.  Just
grouchy and grumpy.

“I knew him from Spokane because he
used to come up and play the races.  I
remember seeing him at our hotel.  I’d
go to the table, say something to him, he
just kind of grumbled.  And what he re-
minded me of a rich old white man – but
he was African American.  He just acted
like he was rich; he had it down perfect.
People kind of resented that.  He had great
musicians, good show, but they wouldn’t
go to the Cotton Club because of him.

“I asked Mr. Thompson – everyone
called him Mr. T. – if he’d ever thought
about selling it.

“He said, Well, he’d been thinking about
it but didn’t nobody have no money.

“And so we worked out an agreement
where I could come down on weekends
and work in the club to see if that’s really
what I wanted to do.

“So I’d work Saturday night and Sunday,
and then fly back to Spokane on Monday,
get off the airplane and go straight to my
job.

“The first couple weeks I’d just sit on
the door and talk to people.  I told them
that I was planning on buying the club.
And, believe it or not, the place changed
overnight.  They just started having
crowds, from the first weekend that I
worked, because they knew a new
owner was coming.  Later on, after about
three weeks, I started learning how to
tend bar.  After I knew a little bit about
the bar business, I informed him that I
was ready.

“I had $17 thousand dollars, which was

a lot of money in those days, but I needed
more so I could pay him off completely.
The Liquor Commission said the only way
this gentleman will allow you to buy the
license is if you can pay him off.  Pay off
all of his debts, ‘cause he owed so many
people.”

A construction contractor in Spokane
had always told Paul if he ever wanted

to go into business, he would back him.
“And so he sent me to see Mr. Way Lee,
in Portland, and we were able to put that
together.  Interest rates were 3% then; I
had to pay 12%.  But three years to the
day, we paid off that $50 grand.  And we
had a mortgage-burning party.”  Paul
laughs to tell this.  “We burned that mort-
gage right there onstage at the Cotton
Club.”

He paid off Mr.  T’s debts fifty cents on
the dollar.  “Mr. Lee, he taught me how
to do that stuff.  So that’s how I got the
rest of my financing.  I used some of the
money to remodel the club.  We did the
showroom, did the bar.  New bar stools,
new carpet, everything.”

Enter the beautiful Geneva Carter (nee
Frazier).  Raised in Vancouver, Washing-
ton, she’d been in Portland since 1952.
Geneva had graduated from Moler Bar-
ber College in 1962 and was cutting hair
at Cash and Maxey’s Barbershop, 4603
North Williams Avenue.  Since her di-
vorce, she was also raising three young
kids on her own.

“Mr. T told me there was a guy buying
the Cotton Club, and he was a real nice
guy and I should meet him,” she says.
“And I did, I met him.  But he was getting
too many women around him.  They
were eating him up.”

But she kept on going to the club.  “He’d
invite me to breakfast.  And once we went
to breakfast, we just started....  And I
went on a ski trip with him, and I think
that kind of sealed it.”

They were married in 1965.
Geneva never got involved in the day-

to-day operations of the Cotton Club –
nor either of the two other clubs they
ended up owning: Paul’s Cocktails, which
he bought in 1967, nor Geneva’s, in 1968.

“Everybody resented that,” Paul laughs
to recall.  “The place would be full of
people and Geneva’d be sitting up to the
bar.  ‘She never works,’ people would say.
‘She just comes down here, and there’s
Paul, running here, running there.’  But
Geneva had already worked ten hours
before she got there.  They never real-
ized that.”

The same year they were married,
Geneva bought the house in Woodlawn
where they continue to live today.

When the Cotton Club was in full swing,

it was a magnet for celebrities.  “Joe Louis
came by one night,” Paul says.  “Kingston
Trio.  Mama Cass.  When people came
to Portland to entertain, they would come
to the Cotton Club.  It was a spot to go
when they got finished.”

“When Sammy Davis, Jr. was in town,”
Geneva remembers, “I went to the af-
ter-party that he was at and invited him

over.  And he came and
stayed til about five
o’clock in the morning.
But that was because he
was there,” she adds,
pointing out that the
Cotton Club was not an
after-hours club.
“We were out of there
at 2:30,” Paul says.
“You know, really, after
hours is just more
trouble.  The longer you
stay open, the more
trouble you going to
have. ‘Cause all the
people that been put out
of other clubs, they wind
up at your club.”
Terry Schrunk, mayor
from 1957 to 1972, was
a familiar face at the
club, as was the news-
paperman who wrote
the popular “Baker’s
Dozen” column for the
Oregon Journal.   “Doug
Baker would write about
our show,” Paul says,
“and the place would be

full of white people the next night.  They
liked our music and dancing and they
liked our soul food.”

Joe Long, who was one of those white
people, remembers it as a friendly at-
mosphere.  Back in those days, he was
working as assistant manager at the res-
taurant in the Multnomah Hotel, and used
to go to the Cotton Club after they closed
the Golden Knight dining room at
11:00 p.m.  “We always got
there late at night for the
jazz,” Long recalls, “and
there were always
people there.”  Later,
Long worked as dining
room manager at Tim-
berline Lodge and
would see Paul Knauls
when he came up to Mt.
Hood to ski.

Those were the days,
and Paul enjoys reminiscing.
“Our jam session on Sun-
day afternoon was just
unbelievable.  They’d
start at five o’clock,
go through to about
nine; then at ten
o’clock the regular
show would start.
So it was good.  It
was very good.”

Yet in 1970 he sold
the club.

“Seven years for a club is a long time,”
he contends.  “What happens is the
crowd gets older and older, they stop
coming, then the new crowd has got a
new att i tude about everything.
Whereas you used to walk in the club
and you’d know everyone there, now the
new faces start.  You’d even have a regu-
lar barstool.  We had people that had a
barstool that when someone’d walk in,
they’d just get up and move ‘cause they
knew that’s where that person sits.  But
the new people, they didn’t care.

“We sold it.  The new owners didn’t
last very long; they were there less than
a year.  But by then we had Paul’s going,
and Geneva’s.”

Paul’s Cocktails was his second club.
Located at 19 North Russell, near the
corner of  Williams Avenue, it had been
Paul’s Paradise, back in the fifties.  Then
Harry Rehder bought it and turned it into
The Flamingo.  But in 1967, Rehder was
convicted of selling drugs.

“So Harry was going to jail.  He says,
‘Paul, I got a deal for you.  I’m going to
walk out of here, all you got to do is pay
the rent.  You give me three thousand
dollars and the club is yours.’  So I went
to my wife: ‘Honey, you got $3,000?’  And
she did, so we bought the club.

“It was where everything’s torn down,
right across from the Urban League.
1970 is when everything stopped in that
neighborhood.”

[After the 1948 Vanport Flood made
almost 17,000 people homeless, many
of the African American families relo-
cated to the area now known as Eliot.
According to the 1950 census, nearly half
of Portland’s black population lived in a
concentrated area of inner northeast.

Williams Avenue and Russell Street had
been developed commercially back in the
late 19th century, before the City of Albina
was annexed to Portland.  In the forties
and fifties, blacks established businesses
in these buildings, including the attrac-

Paul and Geneva at the Cotton Club in 1975

Drummer Ron Steen got his start at the Cotton Club.
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tive 1890 Hill Building, on the northwest corner of Will-
iams and Russell, with its Taj-Majal-style dome.

Then, in the late sixties, Emanuel Hospital announced
plans to expand, with the help of federal grants.  The
Hospital’s proposed 19-acre health campus required
clearing several blocks: 188 homes and many businesses
were torn down.  However, with federal budget cuts,
the grants never came through, and the cleared area
sat – and sits – vacant.]

“You see that was our area.  We had a pharmacy.  A
black man owned the pharmacy.  There was a dry
cleaner, a restaurant, a pool hall, clothing store – Lew’s
Man Shop – down on the corner.  There was a Chinese
place across the street.  It was just where everybody
met.  There’s not a location like that now.  That’s where
everybody was, right there.  You were two blocks from
the Cotton Club.  The Elks was around the corner.  The
Texas Playhouse was up  there, where Unthank Plaza is
now.  Man, people just coming and going all night long.
You’d have two drinks here and go have a drink there,
come back and have one here, come back in it’s the
next show, you know you had it going on.

“They tore it all down and it’s still empty.  1970!”
[Today, the only architectural remnant is the tin-cov-

ered dome of the old Hill Building, which caps the
Dawson Park gazebo, across the street from Immacu-
late Heart Church.  At the time the Hill Building was
demolished, it housed the drugstore to which Paul re-
fers on the main floor and apartments above.  Histori-

cal photos of that famous corner hang on the wall of
Addi’s Coffee House, ]

“In those days, if you had another business in an-
other location, they didn’t give you any relocation
money,” Paul muses.  He was not compensated for the
loss of Paul’s Cocktails.

Paul’s other business was Geneva’s.  Like Paul’s Cock-
tails, he had not set out to buy it, but was approached
by the owner.

“Bessie [Blank] had the best tavern going.  I mean
her tavern was cookin’.  She had those hamburgers in
there, and her chicken.  And it was busy all the time.
But everybody wanted to compete with the Cotton Club
because they could see the success we were having.
So Bessie tried to get a liquor license; she had to have
a liquor license.  But she didn’t realize what a liquor
license brings: it brings a different clientele.  She was
in there probably eight, nine months and she came with
this, ‘I can’t handle this.  I need to get out of here.’
‘Cause there’s nothing you can do.”

Way Lee, who was still mentoring him, insisted he
buy not just the business this time, but also the prop-
erty.  So when he bought from Bess, Paul bought the
building at 4228 North Williams Avenue and renamed it
Geneva’s.

“We had an excellent buffet luncheon set up, and we
had the first DJ in the city.  We had been to New York,
and you know they had Club 54.  So I got the idea I
might put a disc jockey on, spinning records.

Everybody’s going, ‘What’s happening?’  ‘It’s a DJ,’ I
told them.  Tony Silby.  He was our first DJ.

“We didn’t feature the live music entertainment; it
became a neighborhood bar.  It was Geneva’s – Where
Friends Meet.

“It was the kind of place, you know, somebody’d drive
up and see someone’s car and automatically come in.
And then when the other guys got off, they’d see their
cars.  And then the next guy’d see their car, and then
the next guy’d see their car.  And pretty soon the street’s
lined: no parking.  Street’s lined all the way down the
street on both sides.

“At 3:00 all my fellows from OHSU would get off work
and by the time they’d get the bus and get down there
it was 3:30.  They were known as Chairmen of the
Board.   Everybody knew which were their barstools
and everybody’d move out of the way.  They’d stay there
til 11:00, 11:30 at night and go home.  Billy Washing-
ton, Adrian “Hamp” Hampton, Kirby Ford.  They did that
for years: as long as we owned the club, that was their
spot.”

Finally, in 1982, Paul sold Geneva’s.  It was to be his
last nightclub.

“I decided I wanted out.  It was 19 years.  Nineteen
years!  Nineteen years of getting home at 2:30 a.m.
And then the police would call and say, ‘You have an
entry, somebody broke in the place and you gotta get
up and go back down.’  About that time the insurances
came in, where you had to have that huge insurance in
case somebody’d leave and injure someone.  Every-
thing just changed, you know.  It just got to be Oh-my-
gee, this is just too much.”

Paul had been a charter member of the Albina Lion’s
Club, back in the sixties, and he always remained civi-
cally active.  After they sold Geneva’s, in 1982, Paul had
more time to serve the community.  Over the years,
he’s worked with the Junior Achievement Program at
both Humboldt and Jefferson schools; tutored in the
HOST (Help One Student to Succeed) program at King
School; and served for six years on the board of the
Urban League.   “The second Tuesday of every month,
7:30,” Paul recalls with a laugh.

Paul turned his attention to the barber shop, where
Geneva had worked for so long.  In 1990, they bought
Cash & Maxey, and Paul began thinking about moving
the business.  “After they renamed Union Avenue, I
thought we should be on Martin Luther King, Jr. Boule-
vard.”  And so they bought the former Winchell’s Donut
property in 1990, then worked on it a year, getting ready
to open.

Geneva, who won many business awards over 38
years as a barber, retired in January of 2001.  She con-
tinues to be active in community organizations, includ-
ing Bubbling Brown Sugar, a philanthropic and service
project and at New Hope Baptist Church.  But Paul con-
tinues to go to the shop every day, where he enjoys
training young barbers in customer service, and greet-
ing half of Northeast Portland, as they come through
the door.  This year, he was amused and proud to re-
ceive a “Mayor of Northeast Portland” award from Self
Enhancement, Inc.

Paul has a new project: three days a week he picks
up two granddaughters, ages five and eight, from
school.  He drops the eight-year-old off at the babysitter,
and takes the five-year-old to the shop, where he helps
with her homework.  “In pre-K they learn to write on a
straight line, count to 100, count backwards.”  Paul loves
this part of the day.

Apart from a little glaucoma, he describes himself as
“very blessed in health.”  He’s been skiing now for 46
years, and has already taken two major ski trips in 2003.
He started working out at age 32, and has been a run-
ner for four decades.  “I always ran two miles after I
closed the club,” he says.

Nor did the bar business take its toll on him.  “I was
never one to drink much,” Paul confesses.  “You can get
trapped in that when you own a bar, because everyone
wants to buy you a drink.  I cannot drink.  Never have
enjoyed it.  No beer, no coffee.  Once in awhile, half
white wine and half Seven-Up.  Never smoked.

He insists he doesn’t miss the club business at all.
But the community does.  Every day, Paul acknowl-

edges, someone says to him, “We need you to open a
club.

“Oh, my Lord, I think, it would be hard now.  That
was part of your history.  Maybe you should put that
under history.”

Portland writer Martha Gies teaches at Lewis & Clark’s
Northwest Writing Institute and at a summer writing
workshop in Veracruz.  She visited the old Cotton Club
once, shortly after her 21st birthday, and was in Geneva’s

several times.  Historical data courtesy of Bosco-Milligan

Foundation and the Portland Bureau of Planning.
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First, a brief recap of the events:
In writing and in public hearings

throughout 2002, the Eliot Neighborhood
Association, the citizen group Friends of
MLK, and hundreds of other concerned
neighbors testified against the proposal
for a drive through McDonald’s restau-
rant on MLK at Cook & Ivy Street.

We presented our case that the pro-
posal was not appropriate for that loca-
tion, as it went directly against the de-
sired character for the area.  Over 1000
citizens of Eliot, Irvington, Boise, Sabin
and King Neighborhoods wrote to the city,
objecting to the proposal.  It was a very
complicated issue, as the use of a drive-
through restaurant was not prohibited
by the zoning code for the site, yet cer-
tain elements of their design did not
meet the basic zoning code provisions
designed to encourage pedestrian
friendly uses. The public hearings lasted
up to seven hours, and they were both
roller coasters of tensions and exhilara-
tions. But through the impassioned and
articulate testimonies of our Neighbor-
hood Association, and our well orga-
nized citizen activists, the Friends of MLK,
we were able to convince the Design
Commission that the plans McDonald’s
had proposed should not be approved
without substantial improvements.

The city’s Design Review process is
not intended to simply approve or re-
ject proposals.  If a design does not meet
the criteria for approval, the developer
is encouraged to make improvements
and try again. Throughout 2002,
McDonald’s made minor modifications to
their proposal three times, yet they
never addressed the fundamental con-
flicts of the suburban style auto-oriented
business in an urban area striving for
pedestrian friendliness and mixed-use
development.  (As a result of this con-
flict, the city did make some changes in
their zoning code laws, and a drive-
through lane is now prohibited at that
site.  Yet since their application had been
filed before the laws changed, this par-
ticular drive through at this particular site
could not be prohibited.)

In early 2003 (after being encouraged
to further improve their designs), we
heard rumors that McDonald’s was con-
sidering an entirely different approach
to the project.  We heard from a well
respected and award winning local ar-
chitect/developer named Kevin
Cavenaugh that he was working with
McDonald’s to develop a multi-story
mixed-use development that would in-
corporate 6 housing units, 15,000 square
feet of office space, and ground floor
retail space as well.  The anchor retail
tenant was slated to be a McDonald’s
restaurant, with a drive through lane.
In this arrangement, McDonald’s would
not own the property, they would sim-
ply lease their space from the owner/
developer, Mr. Cavenaugh. He even told
us that he would do everything legally
possible to minimize the impacts of the
McDonald’s on the neighborhood by in-
cluding strict provisions in their lease
agreement (like a neighborhood trash
patrol and limited hours). This was cer-
tainly a much more interesting proposal,
and the Eliot Neighborhood Association
kept an open mind during the discus-
sions.

However, these discussions never re-
ally got off the ground.  Cavenaugh had
done some preliminary sketches of the
design, but was not going to do detailed
architectural plans until their agreement
was legally finalized.  Further discussions
with Mr. Cavenaugh indicated that
McDonald’s was not entirely committed
to this new approach, as they were ap-
parently not willing to sign their devel-

opment agreement.  Because of this de-
lay, the Design Commission’s next hear-
ing in March was then postponed until
June.

In early April, as were awaiting fur-
ther developments, one of our Friends
of MLK members noticed some activity
at the site. People in suits were touring
the buildings and taking notes. Dave
Frankunas of Cook Street, one of our
Friends of MLK, approached the gentle-
men to see what was going on.  They
told him they were looking at the prop-
erty, and might be interested in buying
it.  He of course mentioned the
McDonald’s proposal, and they responded
by saying, “Oh, that deal is dead.  It’s
back on the market.”

The news spread through the neigh-
borhood very quickly, and was quickly
confirmed by the city officials.  On April
14, 2003, George Kyler, McDonald’s Site
Acquisition Manager, formally withdrew
their application to the city. Mr. Kyler also
called Mike Warwick, the chair of the Eliot
Land Use committee to inform him that
he was withdrawing the application. The
upcoming in June was then cancelled, and
the case is now officially and permanently
closed.

And so, the saga ends.
But  what really happened here?  Did a

group of citizen activists really stop a billion
dollar corporation?  How did we do this?

For starters, we got organized, and we
got educated about the legal process the
application would go through, and how
we could have an influence on the out-
come.  We learned about zoning code
regulations, passed out a zillion flyers to
inform the community of what
was happening, we met with
other neighborhood associa-
tions to broaden our support,
we met with city officials to
explore every possible legal
process there was, and we
met with each other almost
every week to share our in-
formation and devise our
strategy.

Basically, we did our home-
work, and when the time
came for public input, we
made the most of it by par-
ticipating in the legal process
in an informed and intelligent
manner.  By staying on the rel-
evant topics and refusing to
resort to corporation name
calling or mud-slinging, we
gained the respect of the city
officials, and when we made
our points, they took us seri-
ously.

Throughout this 18 month
process, we learned that
McDonald’s was not comfort-
able with doing anything other
than their standard, cookie
cutter suburban style restau-
rant and business model.
When it became clear that the
city’s Design Commission was
not going to approve such a
design for this location, we
knew McDonald’s would have
to either radically alter their
proposal, or they would have
to walk away from this
project.

The fact that we never saw
any new plans in 2003 gave
us the idea that the project
was losing steam. By the time
the formal withdrawal came,
most of us that had been
working on the issue were
quite pleased, but honestly,
we were not really surprised.
(Although we had definitely
been sweating bullets through

most of 2002…)
We think that the McDonald’s corpo-

rate offices lost interest in the site after
the hearing in December 2002.  We think
all of that talk about mixed-use was be-
ing driven by Mr. Kyler, and that he was
trying to put together the deal on his own
as a last-ditch effort to save the project
and publicly claim a victory for himself
and the ever-expanding Golden Arches.
No one likes to lose, but big corpora-
tions especially don’t like to lose to little
people like neighborhood associations.
And they certainly don’t like to lose twice
in a row! (Remember, this proposal came
only two months after McDonald’s lost a
battle to the Hawthorne Neighborhood.)

Of course, Mr. Kyler says that their de-
cision to withdraw the application had
nothing to do with our resistance, and that
it was a determination at the corporate
level to slow their expansion and focus
on improving their existing restaurants.

It’s true that we were helped tremen-
dously by McDonald’s own corporate
troubles.  If you read the business sec-
tion of the newspapers, you’ll know that
2002 gave them nothing but declining
sales, declining stock prices, and even
their first ever quarterly loss.  We would
be foolish to think this did not play a part
in the process, yet there’s also no deny-
ing that without our opposition, this res-
taurant would have been built over a year
ago, and we’d already be dealing with
the traffic, noise, litter, etc...

The residents of Eliot should be very
proud of the collaborative effort that was
made to come together and stand up for
our community.  The biggest of thanks
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go out to everyone who sent a letter or
postcard to the city, attended a rally,
passed out flyers, testified at the hear-
ings downtown, put a “No McD” sign in
their yard, wrote a letter to the editor, or
contributed to our “Friends of MLK” legal
defense fund - all of those things helped
to build a pretty darned effective com-
munity force that put the brakes on one
of the biggest multi-national corporations
in the world, and thereby saved our
neighborhood in the process.  If you are
pleased by these events, it would cer-
tainly be a worthwhile effort to tell the
Eliot board members how pleased you
are that they stood firmly with the resi-
dents in our opposition. Through the
combined efforts of our Neighborhood
Association, the citizen activists, and our
huge demonstration of public support
among the residents - we really did make
a difference.

Sometimes, the good guys actually win.
And an extra special 3 cheers for the

extraordinary, tireless efforts of your
neighbors Diane Frank (Ivy St.), Kenny
Jones (Fargo St.), Dave Frankunas (Cook),
Ross Kevlin (Boise neighborhood), Chris
Yeargers (Monroe), Ethan & Vicky Med-
ley (Cook), Krystyn Czarneski (Fargo), Lee
Perlman (Brazee), Mike Warwick (Th-
ompson), and finally our consultant
Michael Harrison, a retired City Planner
that donated his time, energy, and urban
design expertise - we certainly could not
have done it without him. So next time
you see any of these people, buy them a
beer!

Now, about that baseball stadium…  ;-)

And finally, the McDonald’s saga comes to a close…
By Dave Jahns


