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By Tony Green
Walter “Wally” Brooks grew up in

Eliot and has spent most of his 62 years
living in the neighborhood. Like other
longtime residents, he has seen vast
changes in Eliot – some good, some
bad.

Wally was born April 9, 1940 in the
old St. Vincent’s Hospital in Northwest
Portland. The second of four children
(and the only boy), he and his family
were living with another family on the
corner of Northeast First and Hassalo,
right across from where the Convention
Center is now.

Soon, the family moved into Eliot, in
a house on Northeast Hancock near
Victoria, where the Odwalla distributor
is now. When Wally was three, his fam-
ily moved to a house at 77 Northeast
Hancock.

“My father was working for the Union
Pacific Railroad (as a waiter) from Port-
land to Chicago. And I think my mother
at that time when we were just my three
sisters and myself were kids I think she
stayed home most of the time … I
remember that she started going to
work when oh I was in the seventh or

eighth grade.
She worked at
Lipman Wolf.”

When Wally
was young, Eliot
was predomi-
nantly African
American, but
became almost
exclusively so.

“I don’t re-
ally recall when
that changed. I
don’t think I
was really aware
of the black-
white thing. I
remember all
my friends were
black in my
grade school

years, but I don’t remember when (the
neighborhood) became exclusively
black. I don’t think I was into differ-
ence in people. My first recollection of
anything racial – any racial disharmony
– when I was probably in sixth, sev-
enth, eighth grade. So (I was) 9 or
10. Separate accommodations. I be-
came more and more aware of going
to the theaters, restaurants, that sort
of thing.”

Walter Brooks: A neighborhood profile

Wally first went to Eliot Grade school,
on Knott, where Matt Dishman Commu-
nity Center is now located.

“It used to be a grade school. They
tore down that building and erected the
existing building. I went there for one
year. When I turned six, in the summer
1946, I went to Holy Rosary, a parochial
school. I started the first grade over
again. I went there for 8 years. Gradu-
ated in ‘54 and I think the racial mix was
probably 50-50.”

All Wally remembers of World War II
was when it was over.

“I can remember the day it ended. I
was only 5 at the time. I remember my
dad took me downtown because there
was big parade. I was on his shoulders.
That’s basically all I remember about the
war. My first recollection of anything his-
torical was Vanport (the flood in the late
1940s that destroyed a large black
neighborhood where Delta Park is now).
I was at the Liberty Theater in down-
town Portland and they stopped the
movies and said that anyone living in
Vanport should contact somebody.”

When Wally was growing up, play-
mates were plenty.

“At that time there were hundreds of
kids living in this area. Every house had
2-3-4-5 kids and so you were never at a
loss for someone to play with. You
wouldn’t believe it. I didn’t go to school
with a lot of them because they went
to the public school.  They went to Holi-
day, which was right where the Lloyd
Center is.”

Wally and his friends played the usual
sort of games.

“Bike riding. I can remember summer
evenings we’d play a lot of games. Hide
and seek -- Your normal childhood games.
There was one incident. My dad had a

By Lee Perlman
   As of late March, the Battle of

McDonald's had become a war of attri-
tion.
    In January, the Eliot Neighborhood
Association land use committee met
with George Kyler of McDonald's about
the corporation's proposal to build a
fast food restaurant at the Raven
Creamery property, 3303 N.E. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Blvd. Such a facility is a
permitted use on the property's EXD
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Will McDonald’s

Locate in Eliot?

“This is a predominantly black
neighborhood, and we need jobs here.
The jobless rate is high, and jobs are
always welcome, but not McDonalds.”

— Mary Ferguson, Eliot resident.

zone, but development along MLK is
subject to design standards that in-
volve a public review.
    There has been opposition to
McDonald's since it was announced last
fall by both the ad hoc Friends of Mar-
tin Luther King and the Eliot Neighbor-
hood Association. However, many of its
closest neighbors have said it might be
acceptable if certain livability issues
were addressed. Specifically, opponents
have called for traffic controls to pre-
vent store-bound vehiclesfrom circulat-
ing on neighborhood streets; effective
mitigation of litter, noise, and other
impacts; and a design, preferrably in-
volving mixed-use, that would better
fit the historic character of the area.
    Kyler and Eliot spokespeople such
as chair Sarah Cloud had accused each
other of not making good-faith efforts
to reach an accomodation. By the Janu-
ary meeting, Kyler clearly was not in a
compromising mood. Noting that there
is already cut-through traffic on the
streets involved, he said he saw no rea-
son for McDonald's to take responsibil-
ity for a problem that already exists.
Instead, he said, the corporation would
be willing to participate in a local im-
provement district, sharing in the cost
of traffic controls on an equal basis with
the homeowners around them. He

President George W. Bush is greeted in Eliot with mixed emotions.
For the full story see inside, page 7.

“I think Bush’s visit helps out the economy when we’re
struggling with war. It’s nice that he’s coming around,
making change. At least he is coming to show his
support..“

“George Bush coming to sell a stimulus plan to the poor is stupid. The money is not
going to the poor. We should have peace, not war and globalization for people, not
corporations. We need to put people before profits and realize that humanity is
more important than money.”

—  John Hahn
Clackamas County resident

— Andre Goodlow
Eliot resident and an onlooker

ALL AGES community talent show for the Mississippi Target Area (as yet un-named)
EVENT to be held on May 17 at 7 p.m.  A wonderful opportunity to display hidden and
not-so-hidden talents, in a family atmosphere.  All participants will have the opportunity
to say that they performed at “M.T.V.” (Mississippi Talent and Variety)  It will be a lot of
fun, IF people sign up to perform! Surely you know (or are) a talented person.  Please
encourage them (you) to call Becky Underhill at school (503-916-6176) or e-mail
(bunderhi@pps.k12.or.us) as soon as possible to sign up.  See you there!
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ELIOT MONTHLY MEETINGS

If you live or work in Eliot, you are welcome and encouraged to

attend the monthly meetings of the Eliot Neighborhood Associa-
tion, which are held the second Monday of each month at Emanual

Hospital.

It’s a great opportunity to meet your neighbors, stay informed

about what’s going on in Eliot, help build a stronger community,

and have input into decisions that may affect you. Also consider

joining a committee or becoming a board member (we have va-

cancies).

Emanuel Hospital, 2801 N Gantenbein, Lorenzen Conference Center

Eliot News is published four times a year by the Eliot Neighbor-
hood Association.  It is delivered or mailed free of charge to every

address in the neighborhood.  It does not have a ISBN.

Newsletter Editor:  Tony Green can be reached at 51 NE
Tillamook, Portland 97212, 503-249-8742 (eliotnews@hotmail.com).
Layout:  Catherine Van Ginkel 281-6719 (cvanginkel@excite.com)

Advertising:  Tony Green 249-8742
Contributing Writers:  Tony Green, Lee Perlman, Roy E. Roos,
Grant Butler, Jessie Dawes, and Krystyn Czanecka

Photography:  Jessie Dawes and Margaret Green
Delivery Coordinator:  Carol Kennedy 331-1312

Rights to articles are retained by the author.  Opinions of the authors do not

necessarily reflect the official positions of the Eliot Neighborhood Association

The Eliot Neighborhood Association (ENDA) is a non-profit cor-
poration whose members are the residents and business owners
of the Eliot Neighborhood. Its purpose is to inform Eliot residents
about issues affecting the neighborhood through meetings, newslet-
ters and other activities. Members of the neighborhood association
must be over 14 years old and live, own property, have a business,
or represent a non-profit within the neighborhood. The Eliot Neigh-
borhood Association was founded in 1969. It is recognized by the
City of Portland, is a member of the Northeast Coalition of Neighbor-

hoods, Inc., and has representatives on several other groups and

committees.

Eliot Neighborhood Association

Board

Chair Sarah Cloud 282-6243

Vice Chair Krystyn Czarnecka 287-5428

Treasurer Carol Kennedy 331-1312

Newsletter Tony Green 249-8742

Member Gary Hampton 282-5429

Member Ginger Adamovics 413-4630

Member Neil Swart 287-0880

Member Pauline Bradford 281-6635

Member Alice Hawkins 282-9707

Member Joyce Boles 249-7673

Member David Jahns 528-0266

Member Jason Mershon 331-2929

Land Use Committee: Pauline Bradford (chairwoman),Caroline

Bruce (vice-chairwoman), Neil Swart, Gary Hampton, Lee Perlman,

Mike Warwick, and Greg Dyson

Newsletter Editor: Tony Green

Representatives to the NE Coalition Of Neighborhoods:

Pauline Bradford and Sarah Cloud

Representatives to VOA Client Review Committee: Krystyn

Czarnecka, Susan Bailey, and Carol Kennedy

Representative to Lloyd District Transportation Management

Association Coalition: Pauline Bradford

Representative to MLK Advisory Committee: Jason Mershon

and Mike Warwick

Representatives to the Interstate Urban Renewal Area

Advisory Committee: Gary Hampton and Pauline Bradford

Introductions and Sharing
Board Chair Sarah Cloud indicated there are
openings on the board. She recommended
interested parties to attend a few board
meetings first. Regular attendance of board
members is important, as we need quorum
to conduct business.
Update and approval of agenda- by
consensus
Announcements
Sarah passed around announcements/
notices received. Many will be in the news-
letter.
• Mississippi target area event for May
16-18
• Coliseum meeting
• I-5 partnership project –impacts to
neighborhood- meeting coming up
• Bridge closure information
• Sabin neighborhood- NW Natural Gas/
PGE – do we want a speaker at a meeting
in the future

Community Policing
Congratulations to Officer Axthelm on
receiving Chief’s Forum Award for commu-
nity policing. Eliot nominated him for his com-
munity policing efforts and help with Dawson
Park Revitalization efforts.
• There had been several reported in-
stances of someone shooting a slingshot.
A postal carrier was on victim of this
activity.
• Be aware - with better weather, we will
see more car prowls – do not leave items
visible in your car. Prowlers are more so-
phisticated and VERY FAST at getting into
cars. Garage thefts are also more common
in better weather - note if someone is try-
ing to sell you a lawn mower- ladder —
it may be something that was stolen from
your neighbor
• Drug house at Beach/Borthwick - neigh-
bors have assisted in getting the situation
under control
• Officer Axthelm reminded us of numbers
to use:

Non-emergency: 503-823-3333
911- for emergency
Officer Axthelm: 503-823-5818

Questions
• A neighbor shared with Officer Axthelm
his concern about a makeshift car repair
near his home and the increased number
of cars and minor accidents. He felt the
situation had been tense recently. Officer
Axthelm indicated the use is legal and
owner can do car repairs. The cars must
be able to move. He recommended the
concerned neighbor to call him and they will
follow up. Also, suggested the non-emergency
number if there was a specific situation.
• Skateboard Park- Several people men-
tioned over 100 kids blocking the street
on Hancock - east of Williams on a recent
afternoon. There were concerns about
safety. Office Axthelm has met with own-
ers and will visit them again.
• Increased Graffiti- if you see graffiti- call
Officer Axthelm with specific information
so they can photograph for the file. The
Mayor is concerned about this problem and
wants action taken.
• 7th Street/Knott-, there is one person
who seems to be at this location often
and if he is involved in illegal activity. Many
children frequent the area and the neigh-
bor was concerned for their safety.
• Irving Park basketball court lights were
being left on all night as a security mea-
sure. Officers have received calls from

Eliot Neighborhood Association

General Membership Meeting Notes

April 8,2002

neighbors about the noise as now there
are games going on all night. The lights
will probably be turned off in the future.

Utility Options
Stacie Hobart came to discuss the new

power options. Consumers have new op-
tions for power. 85% of Pacific Power comes
from Coal/natural gas (fossil fuel). There are
renewable options available – wind, hydro,
solar, geothermal. The cost is approximately
1 cent more per kWh over basic service. Time
of use rates is an option – cost of energy
used is based on time of day you use it.
(This requires a special meter and includes a
monthly meter charge- it could save you
money if you use the most electricity late at
night or on weekends). You can switch any
time- there is a small administrative fee
to switch. Information was given to the
group.

Portland Parks Bond Measure
Two members representing Portland Parks

spoke about the upcoming levy. Every 5
years, the bureau of parks is required to go
to the public for funds. The current mea-
sure will be to bring back key services lost in
recent cut backs as well as used for mainte-
nance for fields some replacement as well as
restoration and renovation of facilities. This
is not a measure for ‘extra’s but to maintain
the existing system. On going partnerships
and support from the community are still
important to keep the parks vital. The parks
offer after school activities for children and a
large number of services for seniors.

The measure would mean approx 31
cents per $1000. Assessed value – about
$55-$60 per household per year.
Questions were asked, information
circulated

One question had to do with the fund-
ing of the park and if – as the library has
an endowment and foundation, should the
parks have a similar funding source.

With a $50million budget, it would take
years before an endowment could cover

operating funds. The Parks has created a
foundation and hopes to have success.

Other comments /questions mentioned
benefits for Dawson, Albina and Irvington
Parks, the importance of cleaning of parks,
Dishman pool. Also discussed was partner-
ship and friends group, community involve-
ment with parks, and areas for dogs – off
and on leash.

The election is May 21 - measure 26-28.
The measure may be passed only at an elec-
tion with at least a 50% voter turnout. If
you have questions- Eastside office (503)
282-6168.

WEBSITE: www.voteyesfor parks.com
Email: info@voteyesforparks.com

Community Health Mural
The African American Health Coalition is

seeking high-visibility N.E. Portland loca-
tions for a REACH Community Health Mu-
ral. The mural will be at most 200 square
feet and will depict educational themes re-
garding the importance of maintaining a
healthy heart. They are also seeking com-
munity artists. FOR MORE INFORMATION-
Contact Sarah Hoopes – (503) 413-1850
or sarahh@aahc-portland.org

Bylaw Review
Sarah indicated an interest in review of

our current bylaws. One concern is if a
board member misses 3 meetings- regard-
less of reason, you are automatically removed.
There is no provision for medical leaves or
business reasons. Sarah asked membership

BILL HOYLAND
HOME REPAIR AND REMODEL

(503) 285-7915
Licensed, bonded,and insured

CCB# 113375
TILE AND FINISH CARPENTRY A SPECIALITY
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October 8, 2001
Meeting Minutes

Introductions and Sharing
Information about the I-5 widening

project was passed around

if a small group would be interested in re-
viewing the bylaws. Joyce Boles and Lee
Perlman both agreed to do an initial
review.

McDonalds Update
McDonalds files Papers filed in January for

a proposed facility on MLK, Ivy/Cook – 700
postcards were sent in opposition to the
plane. The city has some questions about
the proposed plan. The use is permitted in
code. They are currently in design review
process. No action needed at this time.

Dawson Park
We are pursing funding for concerts in

the park. With the help of the parks con-
tact, we have submitted two grants.

Legacy would like to coordinate picnics
in the park- are waiting to hear back from
city regarding permit costs. Calls have been
made to park groups that provided activities
at the park last year. If you are interested in
activities this summer- please call Ginger
Adamovics, 503-413-4630.

Committee Reports
 NE Coalition: David Lang spoke regard-
ing budget adjustments. Discussion about
the mediation person – housed at the NE
Coalition office. This position has been very
beneficial- is used mostly by NE and NW
neighborhoods. Bud Clark spoke about the
“good government” ballot measure which
he opposes.
MLK Advisory: Our rep- Jason – out of
town
Irving Park: Irving Park committee would
like to raise funds to put a spray pool in
their wading pool area. For a variety of
reasons, Parks no longer fills the wading
pools. These older pools are being re-
moved-or filled in. Have a spray pool would
be acceptable under current park guide-
lines. Laura Bogdan volunteered to attend
the meetings concerning the park and will
keep Eliot informed.
I-5 Partnership: We still need an Eliot
representative to this group. Upcoming
meetings are:
April 11 and April 25. Pauline will attend 4/
11, Lee 4/25.

Clean Up!
Remember - May 11th is Eliot neighborhood
cleanup day! As in years past, dump boxes
are in the Legacy Emanuel surface Parking
lot on Graham between Vancouver and
Williams. Volunteers are needed. For more
information contact Carol Kennedy at 503-
331-1312.

Volunteer Recognition
A big thank you to all who help with

activities of the neighborhood associa-
tion. A special thank you to the crew
that delivers the newsletter!
Recognized with small gifts from the board
include:
Carol Kennedy – the fearless leader
Julie, Scott, John and Drew Woelfer
Volunteers of America
Greg and Mary Dyson
Marty Houston and Nan Curtis
Kirsten Jenkins
Gary Hampton
Kevin Harrington
David Hayward

The meeting adjourned at 9pm

Minutes respectfully submitted by: Ginger
Adamovics- board member

Approve Agenda
Neil Swart moved to approve the

agenda. A neighbor seconded the motion.
Approved by consensus.
Approve Minutes

A neighbor made a motion to approve
the minutes from the April 2001 general
membership meeting. Greg Dyson sec-
onded. Approved by consensus.

McDonalds
• Linda Carlson, McDonalds community re-
lations, George Kyler, McDonalds land use
and James Tims, McDonalds director of op-
erations were all present. The McDonalds
representatives explained that they have an
option to purchase the Raven Creamery lo-
cated at MLK between Ivy and Cook. They
want to place a McDonalds restaurant and
drive thru on the property. They plan to
use the site as a training group for stu-
dents at Jefferson, Grant and Benson high
schools. They are partnering on the project
with the Urban League and OAME.
McDonalds stated they are one of the larg-
est employers of youth. They can provide
mentorship and training for career track
management. They want to work with the
Youth Opportunities Center and One Stop
both located in Eliot.
• George Kyler explained that the restau-
rants at Lombard and Ida and Stark and
70’s would be similiar in design for what
they have in mind for the Eliot site. They
feel that the potential area that they will
draw from are residents from Tillamook to
the south, Killingsworth to the north, In-
terstate to the west and 27th to the east.
The closest McDonalds to the Eliot site is
the one located on MLK at Grand and
Weidler.
• They would give preferred hiring status
to people living in the neighborhood. Their
peak business is from noon to 1 p.m. The
restaurant would seat 75 indoors and 25
outdoors with a square footage of 3700
feet.The parking lot could accomodate 40-
45 cars. Typical hours are 6 a.m. to 11
p.m.
• Neighbors expressed many concerns in-
cluding how will trash be mitigated? How
will traffic be mitigated? How will unsuper-
vised parking lots not visible from MLK be
patrolled? McDonalds says they would look
into light sensors and motion detectors to
help with security. They have no plans to
chain the parking lot after hours. They in-
tend flow of traffic to be from MLK then
to Cook or Ivy. They have no traffic miti-
gation plan because they don’t think traf-
fic will be a problem.
• Neighbors are concerned about cars
wanting to make a left turn from Fremont
onto MLK where we have no turn lanes
and traffic is already a major problem.
McDonalds didn’t have a solution to offer.
• McDonalds said they could pick up trash
in a 2 block radius every 30 minutes. When
neighbors explained that Popeyes trash is
frequently found beyond a 2 block radius,
McDonalds responded that they could look
into extending trash pick-up or work with
Popeyes on trash mitigation. They said they
want to be a good neighbor.
• A neighnor shared a letter other neigh-
bors from Cook St. had written opposing
McDonalds for the following reasons:
McDonalds is only concerned with the bot-
tom line, they lack social responsibility, they
create a lot of trash with packaging that is
not recycled, they pay low wages, there is
already a McDonalds <1 mile away,
McDonald’s goes against Eliot’s commer-
cial development policy goals of creating
living wage jobs, local retail and maximiz-
ing density.

• Neighbors wanted to know if this was a
done deal or wether we have any hope of
fighting them. McDonalds said that the
property is under contract and they are in-
vestigating the design process.
• Other neighbors were concerned about
the impact of McDonalds on our historical
neighborhood. Neighbors fear that fast food
attracts fast food.
• McDonalds wasn’t able to answer how
their business affects surrounding busi-
nesses or how much traffic is not car traffic.
• McDonalds doesn’t kow if the Eliot fran-
chise would be locally owned or not.
• A neighbor asked why did a former
McDonalds that had been at the King Food
Mart site fail. McDonalds said that it closed
for employee related and security reasons.
Note: this site has been vacant for years
now and is now owned by the city.
• McDonalds stated that the average em-
ployee stays a year.
• A neighbor said there are many instances
where McDonalds does not fit the Albina
Community Plan.
• Neighbors expressed interest in forming a
group to fight McDonalds. Kenny Jones vol-
unteered to coordinate the effort.

Community Policing
• Officer Axthelm provided an update. At
331 NE Hancock, Heaven’s Cafe left. The
artist collective is still working on fire per-
mits. There has been drug dealing activity
reported in the apartment above the Ur-
ban League. Drug dealing is reported at
Sacramento and Rodney. Car prowls are
on the increase. A chronic nuisance site at
2404 N. Vancouver is being investigated.
Noise abatement is being pursued in rela-
tion to Grace Collins Community Center
after hours activities. There is still some
public drinking in Dawson Park but it is much
less than last year.
· Officer Axthelm asked that the No
McDonald’s group deal with their fight in a
peaceful way. He asked the group to no-
tify the police if peaceful demonstrations
will be held.

Dawson Park
Neil Swart made a motion that Eliot

Neighborood Association sponsor the
Dawson Park music concerts next summer.
This would allow Joyce Boles to use ENDA’s
501c3 status to raise funds. Any letters
needed to support this effort would require
approval of the chair. Kirsten Jenkins sec-
onded the motion.

Discussion about the motion ensued.
Neighbors wanted to know what ENDA
sponsoring the music festivals would
mean—who would handle the money and
approving letters through the chair? There
was concern that this was a bigger issue
that needs adequate time for discussion
because it could create a lot of work for

Renaissance Builders
Site appropriate design,

infill development,
renovation, additions

& repairs

Jeff Hartnett
General Contractor, LLC
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

CCB # 146586

42-B NE Graham St
Portland, OR 97212

(503) 703-6269
seghartnett@earthlink.net

the chair and the board so it needs more
thought.

Greg Dyson made a motion to table the
motion so the new board can discuss the idea
at the November meeting. Leslie Mooers sec-
onded the motion. One person voted to not
table the motion. All others present voted
to table the motion until November.

Baseball Stadium
There are people still pursuing the base-

ball idea but funding was not approved by
the legislature.

Grant Warehouse
Portland Development Commission wants

to come back to Eliot to seek condemnation
for all 5 Grant Warhouse related properties.
The PDC Board of Commissioners rejected
ENDA’s resolution to allow condemnation of
Grant Warehouse only.

Board Elections
Current board members who want to con-

tinue serving on the Eliot board include Gin-
ger Adamovics, Pauline Bradford, Robert
Browning, Sarah Cloud, Gary Hampton, Carol
Kennedy, Alan Lehto, Leslie Mooers, Neil
Swart. Ethan Medley moved to re-elect the
slate of returning board members. A neigh-
bor seconded the motion. Approved by con-
sensus.

David Jahns, Marc Sobier, Jason Mershon,
Tony Dahl, Joyce Boles and Johan Dahl all
expressed interest in running for the board.
Each was asked to say a few short things
about themselves as way of introduction.
Ethan Medley moved to vote for each indi-
vidual separately. A neighbor seconded the
motion. Approved by consensus.
· Each person was approved separately and
no opposing votes were cast.
· Alan explained that at the next meeting,
officer elections would take place.

Open Forum
· Lee Perlman is collecting donations for
Steve Rogers plaque.
· Alan is currently the Eliot representative
to the I-5 Partnership but he will no longer
be able to be Eliot’s rep. due to a job conflict.
· Anyone wanting to further discuss
McDonalds opposition should stay briefly
after the meeting to organize.

Land Use
· Friends of the Children will be at the next
meeting. Victory Outreach wants to use
Dawson Park for preaching, ministering and
passing out hot dogs.
· Next meeting will be the fourth Monday
at 630 pm, 501 N. Graham MOB East Con-
ference Room.
· Emanuel wants to look at the ramp off
the Fremont bridge.
Adjourn
Pauline Bradford made a motion to adjourn.
Neil Swart seconded. Approved by con-
sensus.

Recorder: Mary Dyson

Shara Alexander
LANDSCAPE DESIGN & CONSULTATION

M.S., Horticulture

503-249-8742
Sharaa@hevanet.com

2730 NE Martin Luther King Blvd.  Portland, Oregon 97212
(503) 249-8542 FAX (503) 282-9996

E-MAIL Shajahan@teleport.com

S H A H J A H A N  H.  S H E R I F F
FINE ART & FRAMING DESIGN
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In My Opinion...

By Krystyn Czarnecka
Community Policing has evolved over

the years in the different Portland
neighborhoods. In Eliot, we’ve had many
committed officers work on street pa-
trols responding to calls and incidents.
The drugs and vice team has worked to
help deal with street dealing, drug houses
and problems in our local parks.

At the Northeast Precinct we have had
really good support from the Neighborhood
Response Team (NRT). On top of that, Eliot
has been fortunate to have had the oppor-
tunity to have great liaison officers assigned
to us. Having access to work with local of-
ficers is what Community Policing is all about
and our neighborhood has benefited from
the work our local police crew has done
while encouraging participation by members
of the local community.

Every year the Chief’s Forum awards
recognition to groups and individuals for
excellent community and police work in
crime prevention and resolution.

This year Eliot’s own Officer Roger
Axthelm received an award for his com-
munity policing achievements in Eliot.

On April 1 Mayor Katz, Chief Kroecker,
numerous police personnel and many com-
munity members over-filled the Portland
Building auditorium for the award cer-
emony. In all, nine City of Portland police
offices were recognized for their work in
community policing. Officer Tashia Hager
received the Nathan Thomas Award for her
communications skill in defusing and re-
solving a dangerous stand-off situation.

In his nomination, Eliot neighborhood
residents noted Officer Axthelm’s faithful
attendance at neighborhood association
meetings (exceeding many Board mem-
bers), his skill and diplomacy in problem-
solving, his reliable communication regard-
ing neighborhood incidents and events and
his thoroughly professional commitment to
serving our community. In particular,
Roger’s involvement in working with resi-
dents and Dawson Park regulars on im-
proving the safety of the park was cited.

Other events were not listed - Officer
Axthelm once stepped into a volatile
situation with a crowd of people late at
night and peaceably calmed the situation
(when other officers were reportedly
poised with hands over their gun). In a
difficult situation at a small apartment com-
plex, he was instrumental in successful ne-
gotiation between neighbors and the
housing provider.

Officer Axthelm currently serves in the
position of Senior Neighborhood Officer at
Northeast Precinct and works directly with
the Eliot, Boise and Humboldt neighbor-
hoods. Contributions such as his demon-

Community Policing:
An Honor to Uphold

Once, when I was a teenager, I played
two games of chess with my uncle. We
never played again, since the contests
were clearly too one-sided to be interest-
ing to either of us. I know the rules of the
game, how the pieces move and, on a
good day, can think two moves ahead of
the one before me. My uncle is a much
more advanced player. He began each
game with a master strategy for defeat-
ing me, and I cooperated every step of
the way.

At one point I moved my queen for-
ward in an aggressive way - a good move,
I thought, although I didn't have any spe-
cific idea of what I hoped to gain from it.
My uncle made a countermove. I quickly
realized that he would take my queen with
his next move unless I moved it right back
where it had been. Of course, I did so.

At that point my uncle gave me a look
of total disgust and said, "Look, whether
you realize it or not, I'm trying to check-
mate you here, and I'm going to do it unless
you do it to me first. There are only so
many moves you can make to carry out
your plan before I carry out mine, and
you've just wasted two of them."

In a sense, we in Eliot are in a similar situ-
ation. Time doesn't wait or stand still for
us. Every day, every moment there are
developers large and small, gangsters,
government agencies, social services and
economic trends at work doing things that

The Chess Game - A Parable
By Lee Perlman

The City of Portland Office of Trans-
portation (PDOT) is coordinating the
N. Killingsworth and N. Russell Street
Improvement Planning Project, which
is funded by the Oregon Department
of Transportation to promote better
Interstate MAX Killingsworth and
Albina/Mississippi station access.

This Project will prepare
streetscape concept plans (which in-
clude things like trees, curb ramps,
street lights, road crossing improve-
ments, benches, traffic signs, trash
containers, bicycle access, and art),
that address the Interstate-5 division

N. Killingsworth

&

N. Russell Street

Improvement

Planning Project

For more information contact:

Lore Wintergreen

 PDOT Community Involvement

503.823.7238 or

lore@trans.ci.portland.or.us

strate why it is so important that Commu-
nity Policing survives the current budget
crisis.

The Eliot Neighborhood has been for-
tunate to have outstanding officers work
with us for many years and we hope that
we continue to be able to work closely
with great officers to keep this a safe
and happening place.

In a letter of nomination, Eliot Neigh-
borhood Association board chairwoman
Sarah Cloud wrote as follows:

“I am proud to nominate Officer Roger
Axthelm for the Community Policing
Problem Solving Award on behalf of the
Eliot Neighborhood Association (ENDA).
Officer Axthelm continues through his
work with ENDA to exhibit not only a
commitment to public safety but also to
working with the community he serves.
The actions towards this commitment
performed by Officer Axthelm are too
numerous to list, but a few are:
• Even though the ENDA Board meeting is
on his day off, Officer Axthelm attends each
meeting faithfully and without complaint.
He is an active participant in our meetings.
Not only does he give a full and detailed
report of police activity in the area, he re-
mains for the entire meeting and provides
a public safety point of view for other
agenda items. He listens to the neighbors
and takes the information provided to him
and acts on it. Neighbors know that they
can count on Officer Axthelm to follow up
on issues that they raise.
• After attending several of the ENDA
meetings and hearing about drug activity,
Officer Axthelm helped to organize a po-
lice presentation on the drug activity in
the neighborhood. He has always main-
tained an astounding knowledge of crime
spots, drug houses, parolees and prob-
lem properties. In a very straightforward
manner, he explains what the police de-
partment can and cannot do in regards to
issues raised. He does not stop there; he
works to find creative solutions to our
problems even if police action cannot be
taken. He continues to raise the aware-
ness and knowledge of how to deal with
criminal activity amongst neighbors.
• Officer Axthelm has attended neighbor-
hood block watch organizing meetings in
order to assist neighbors with problem
properties containing drug houses.
 These programs have been very success-
ful and much of the crime and properties
housing crime have been dealt with.
• In the past year the Eliot Neighborhood
Coordinating Team on Dawson Park was
created to deal with the increasing issues
of crime in the park and to bring positive

change to the park. Officer Axthelm attended
these meetings for the next nine months at
which he always showed a level head and
brought with him many positive solutions.
During the summer of 2001, there were
many positive activities in the park many of
which were attended by Officer Axthelm. It
was not uncommon to see him at the Thurs-
day Picnic in the Park or playing dominoes
with local residents. His respect and con-
cern for all people in the community truly
impressed all on the committee.
• Officer Axthelm continues to use the
same skills he demonstrated with the
Dawson Park issue. Currently he is work-
ing with the residents surrounding
Unthank Park where he is applying model
of community participation in policing and
revitalization demonstrated around the
Dawson Park issue.
• Not only have the residents experienced
Officer Axthelm’s commitment at meetings
but also on the streets of our neighbor-
hood. He has been seen breaking up a fight
among teenagers, not once reaching for
his weapon or mace like the other offic-
ers on the scene.
• He has worked to gather detailed physi-
cal descriptions of troublemakers in a local
apartment building. He then worked with
residents to identify the individuals and
with management to deal with the issues.
• When recently told of an incident in-
volving an Emanuel Hospital employee
that had been resolved, Officer Axthelm
did a personal follow up to ensure that
all were satisfied with the results.

The commitment of Officer Axthelm is
why the ENDA Board unanimously voted
to nominate him for this award. The
amount of respect that he receives from
the Board and residents is so great it can-
not be measured.

affect our neighborhood, not all of them posi-
tive and some of them irrevocably and per-
manently.

The Eliot Neighborhood Association has not
been one to lie down and let it happen. We
resisted Portland Development Commission's
move in the late 1970s to rezone the whole
neighborhood to light industrial and give up
on retaining a residential community here. We
wrote the Eliot Neighborhood Plan to make
this a viable community for residents and busi-
nesses of every kind. We've reviewed every
new development that has come along, and
supported positive ones such as Albina Cor-
ner. We've helped redesign Northeast Martin
Luther King, and participated in the design of
the North Light Rail and the Interstate Urban
Renewal District. We've worked with the po-
lice to close down drug houses. We've planted
new trees and helped haul out old trash
through neighborhood cleanups.

Still, there's more we could do to take con-
trol of our community. For instance, the Sabin
neighborhood practiced revitalization while
forming the Sabin Community Development
Corporation to retain affordable housing there;
their efforts earned them a National Neigh-
borhood of the Year award from Neighbor-
hoods USA. The Piedmont Neighborhood As-
sociation, among other things, insisted on
being a partner in the redevelopment of the
old Rosemont School property, and the end
result is a truly diverse project of which they
are justly proud.

One of our former board members once
suggested that we decide what sort of
businesses we'd like to see in our com-
mercial properties and actively recruit
them. A great idea - that was never fol-
lowed up on. If it had been, and if we'd
looked at a good new use for the Raven
Creamery site during the year it stood va-
cant, we might not today be faced with a
McDonald's there.

We can do that too - if we put out the
effort. If more of us come to meetings
regularly and take on responsibilities. If, once
we are there, we understand that we're
there to contribute to the cause, not to
parade our egos, promote personal dreams
of power and glory, and engage in petty
backbiting, or tolerate it from others.

Is the Eliot Neighborhood Association
immune from constructive criticism? Of
course not, but the key word is CON-
STRUCTIVE. Consider this piece of wis-
dom from former heavyweight champ
George Foreman: "If you tell me, 'Your
punches are too slow and clumsy,' I'm
going to tune you out. I'll ignore you. It
doesn't matter if you're right, it's nega-
tive and it doesn't do me any good to
hear it. BUT, if you tell me, 'George, I can
show you how to punch faster and sharper,'
now you've got my undivided attention."

Come join us. Come do a pet project of
your own we're not doing. Come remake
us. But please do come. While we're put-
ting our game together, big players from
outside are coldly assessing our neighbor-
hood and planning their next move.

and improve connections between
the Interstate MAX and the sur-
rounding community.

Such improvements establish a
sense of place in a community that
is distinctive and supports everyday
life. An improved streetscape ac-
knowledges the importance of the
people living in the community and
how the street is used by pedestri-
ans, trucks, bicyclists, light rail and
bus riders, automobiles, and fire en-
gines. The Project creates the plans
for how the street is to serve the com-
munity in the future, and thus is the
infrastructure that dreams and po-
tential are based upon.

The Planning Project focus areas
are:

• N. Russell between N. Interstate and
N. Williams &  N. Mississippi, and N.
Albina between Russell and Interstate,

and

• N. Killingsworth Main Street be-
tween N. Williams and N. Interstate.

Community involvement will start

in May, 2002, with door-to-door sur-

veys and focus groups. In June, 2002
the first in a series of four commu-
nity work sessions to develop street
improvement plans will be held.
Separate community work sessions
and community advisory committees
will be convened for the Killingsworth
and Albina/Mississippi MAX stations.
We are hoping that you will take part
in creating this Plan, which will go
before the Portland City Council for
final approval once recommendations
are identified through the commu-
nity involvement process.

N. Russell/Albina

Station Access Street

Improvements Project

June 20
July 18

September 19
October 17

The “Station Access Street Improve-
ments Project” will prepare streetscape
concept plans (trees, curb ramps, curb
extensions, street lights, cross walks,
and pedestrian & bicycle access to
bridge the I-5 divide and improve
connections between the Interstate
MAX and the surrounding community)
for N. Russell between N. Interstate
and N. Williams &  N. Mississippi and
N. Albina streets leading from Russell

to the MAX station
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There’s not always a lot of news involving issue of great
importance to the Eliot Neighborhood, but residents who are
following particular stories still want to know what’s going on
and what might be coming up. The following are updates of
significant stories involving Eliot.

The Grant Warehouse — Located on Northeast Martin Luther
King Jr. Boulevard and Ivy St., the Grant Warehouse was the
subject of an Environmental Protection Agency cleanup in 1999.

The City of Portland is in negotiations with the owner of the
property, Mr. Erwin Grant to acquire the site. The United States
government, which has a $1.4 million lien on the property for
the cost of the cleanup, will probably settle for far less money
if the city can take it over. The property will be assessed in the
next few months to figure out how much more money it will
cost to perform additional environmental cleanup and to de-
molish and finish clearing the remains. Recent Oregon Su-
preme Court decision has reduced the Portland Development
Commission’s funding, the redevelopment of the Grant Ware-
house is a priority for the city.  The Grant Warehouse project is
currently on PDC’s approved project list. There are two other
parcels on the same block and those owners are reportedly
interested in working with PDC to develop the entire piece
from Ivy to Cook St.

The High Density Residential zoning on the site allows up to
one-third of the building area to be for commercial or office
uses.  The PDC plan developed with members of the commu-
nity suggested that the Grant Warehouse property be redevel-
oped for  affordable owned or rented housing for all ages and
ethnicities with small commercial spaces (offices, shops, etc.)
on  the ground floor. These could be live/work spaces, too.

Plans for the Grant Warehouse property also include im-
proving the streetscape with the addition of on street parking,
new lighting, street trees, etc.  For more information, contact
Christine Hermann of the PDC at 503-823-3239.

The King Mart – The Portland Development Commission owns
the King Mart, located just outside Eliot on the Northeast cor-
ner of MLK and Fremont. The PDC is seeking ideas for what to
do with the onetime convenience store and McDonalds.

Community members and PDC worked out a “vision” for the
King Mart, but the request for development proposals hasn’t
gone out yet. That’s because the project up the street, the old
Weimer Hardware store, had a setback and took more time
than expected. Several local business people have since put
together a development group and have a really great design
for what will be the “Heritage Building.” Once that is under-
way PDC can start seeking ideas for the King Mart.  For more
information, contact Lois Cortell of the PDC at 503-823-3303.

Interstate MAX — I-MAX, the northern spur of Portland’s
light rail system, is scheduled to be completed in 2005. It runs
from the Rose Quarter along North Interstate through the west-
ern edge of Eliot.

The tracks are completed up to North Tillamook Street. The
rest of the tracks through the neighborhood should be done
soon. The MAX station at Interstate and Mississippi should be
poured any day now. Trees and landscaping won’t go in until
the project is nearly complete.

Memorial Coliseum — The city is studying whether to re-
model Memorial Coliseum or tear it down. The Oregon Arena
Corp., which owns the Trailblazers, also is involved in the fu-
ture of the Coliseum. In addition, a private group is studying
ideas to save the Coliseum and is meeting regularly. Eliot resi-
dent Gary Hampton is a member of the group.

The group is meeting once a week. Lot’s of big players are
involved. The group is looking at keeping the glass façade of
the coliseum, but transforming it into a three-story sports venue.
It would have an indoor field for soccer and lacrosse. It would
have basketball courts. It would have swimming pools. It could
also have a skating rink. The new structure would be a public-
oriented sports facility, sort of like a YMCA, but it also could
host events such as regional swim meets.  The idea also in-
cludes a food court inside, something like Lloyd Center or Pio-
neer Courthouse Mall.

A big issue is parking.  Existing parking would not be
adequate to handle the additional traffic.  The group is
looking at the possibility of expanding the existing parking
structures at the Rose Quarter.

Neighborhood Updates
Compiled by Tony Green

By Grant Butler
Drinking coffee has been part of Portland’s identity since

the city first rose from the clearcuts in the 1800s. Early
traders along the Columbia and Willamette rivers used the
then-rare imported beans as prized barter items, fueling
regional trade and establishing caffeine as an intrinsic in-
gredient for Portland life.  The city has been percolating
on coffee ever since.

In the Eliot neighborhood, coffee helped fuel the bus-
tling restaurant and night scene that developed in the post-
World War II era, when restaurants along North Williams
Avenue moved cup after cup of Maxwell House, Hills Bros.
and Folger’s. But most of those businesses disappeared in
the 1960s and early ‘70s – along with more than 850
homes – when development related to Memorial Coliseum,
Interstate 5 and the expansion of Emanuel Hospital wiped
out what many considered the historic heart of Northeast
Portland’s African-American community.

In the following two decades, Eliot’s coffee culture sim-
mered on low. Then in 1994, Eliot resident and popular
jazz drummer Ron Steen opened Steen’s Coffeehouse at
the corner of Northeast Russell Street and Martin Luther
King Jr. Boulevard in a 1911 building that also houses the
popular Doris’ Café. The coffeehouse initially blended lattes
with live jazz, but since then the music scene has faded
and the coffeehouse has changed ownership and names
several times. But the coffee has kept steadily pouring.

While Eliot residents currently debate what kind of busi-
nesses are appropriate for the neighborhood’s commercial
renewal, one thing’s certain: If McDonald’s is considering

Eliot’s Coffee Culture

��������

planting its golden arches in the heart of Eliot, it’s only a
matter of time before the big green mermaid of Starbucks
comes flip-flopping down MLK.

Starbucks’ expansion in Portland has followed a very
clear model. New outlets tend to open where there’s been
significant gentrification, a rise in property values and the
establishment of other “feeder” businesses – places like
large hospitals or athletic wear outlet stores with employ-
ees and customers who may crave a mocha or caramel
macchiato while their in the area. Sound familiar?

But before whipping ourselves into a “No Frappuccinos
on Our MLK Blvd.” frenzy, keep checking out these coffee-
house gems, the best places for Eliot java junkies to score
their fix.

Addis Coffeehouse (2601 N.E. Martin Luther King Jr.
Blvd.; 503-331-5955): The space that once housed
Steen’s Coffeehouse still has much of its original historic
vibe, though piped in recordings of jazz legends like Art
Blakey and Charlie Parker have been replaced by alterna-
tive rock.  Exposed brick walls are adorned with historic
photos showing Albina streetscapes that vanished years
ago. Two eight-foot church pews offer comfy banquette
seating for a half-dozen pub tables, and the space’s back
wall showcases an elaborate hand-sewn quilt by Portland
artist Adrienne Cruz. All of the standard coffee drinks are
available, either in paper to-go cups or in wide-mouth
porcelain mugs. Food is limited to pastries, scones, muf-
fins and bagels.

San Rafael Café (415 N.E. San Rafael St.; 503-284-2030):
This bright yellow dining room in the Albina Community Bank
building makes a dynamite place for waking up your morn-
ing. Beyond simple egg scrambles, there are strong veg-
etarian and vegan breakfast options. Later in the day, home-
made carrot cake or a tantalizing orange pound cake make
good matches for a latte or a straight-ahead cup of joe.

Legacy Emmanuel Hospital’s Courtyard Café (2801
N. Gantenbein Ave.; 503-413-2200): This bustling hospi-
tal cafeteria may lack the intimacy of Eliot’s smaller coffee
purveyors, but it moves Kobos bistro blend, raspberry swirl
and cinnamon-nut spice coffee by the gallons. The east-
facing windows of the large dining room overlook a quiet
courtyard of evergreens, ivy and daffodils, and light streams
in on sunny mornings. Over the whir of cash registers, you
can hear snippets of conversation from the small armies of
orderlies, doctors and hospital visitors digging into bis-
cuits, muffins and deli sandwiches.
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war relic – an old German Luger in his
dresser drawer. And we’re playing – there
was a criminal that was at large in the neigh-
borhood. And my sister believed this so she
ran into the house and got this gun and
handed it to one of my friends who went
running around the neighborhood pulling the
trigger. (The safety lock was on). I guess my
sister started hollering, telling him to bring the
gun back. And he was running up the steps
and he dropped it on the steps
and the safety went off and he
handed it to her and the gun went
off and it went through the glass
window and it didn’t hit her, but all
the glass from the window cut her
face really badly. I was in the bath-
tub when this happened.  I was
probably seven or eight. And I can
remember – she went to every
room in the house with a mirror
and was screaming. I’m in the bath-
tub. She ran in the bathroom and
I saw her and panicked and ran
out on the front porch, scream-
ing, naked. And I remember that
vividly. It was really dramatic. My
parents were next door – a couple
of doors down, playing cards with
neighbors. It was on a summer
evening. All the kids were running around
the neighborhood. It was just one of the
things that happened.”

Wally remembers the construction of the
Lloyd Center.

“The Lloyd center was in the path of us
when we were going to (Washington) High
School. It made our trips back and forth from
the high school longer because we had to go
around it – all the construction.”

Wally also remembers when friends started
being forced out of their homes in order to
building the Memorial Coliseum.

“I don’t know if they owned the homes or
if they were renting or what it was. There
were a lot of apartment buildings and a lot of
very old nice homes. Old churches. There was
an old church there that I remember that they
demolished. And they tried to save the win-
dows -- the stained glass windows and some-
how or another they didn’t fit into the new
church and we don’t know who ended up
with these stained glass windows.”

There were lots more homes in the neigh-
borhood before the Coliseum and Interstate 5
were built.

“Going on Northeast Hancock and crossing
Williams -- I think there is a plumbing supply
store there. But those used to all be homes
along that block between there and Vancouver.
And then there was where the Portland School
District Building is. It wasn’t a swamp. It was
called a gully. There was gully there that was
very wild. And below that going toward In-
terstate were a lot of homes on North Benton
and Larabee and those different streets.”

And there were also a lot of commercial
businesses on Williams.

“Starting towards the Steel Bridge there
were a number of clubs and lot of night life. A
lot clubs up and down Williams Avenue. I
think there were three or four per block. I can
only remember them going as far as Russell,
but I think there were some up beyond that –
I know Cleo Lilliann’s was there at the time.
Paul’s Paradise on North Russell and Williams.
That Rexal drug store right on the corner. And
there was restaurant across the street. It was
called Citizens. A Chinese restaurant on the
opposite corner. The Savoy club. A lot of small
clubs. A lot of places that a teenager could go
to. One place that was right between San Rafael
and Tillamook. There was a place called Jive
Alley. They had pinball machines and a juke-
box and a soda fountain. Then there was the
YWCA, which was on the corner of Tillamook
and Williams. They had a lot of high school
events there. It’s the Elks now.”

“I don’t remember ever fearing or being
afraid. My dad used to go to a place. It was
called the Casino, which was right on the
corner of Hancock and Williams. Right next
to (what is now the Department of Skateboard-

ing). It was place where neighborhood people
would go and they’d drink beer and they’d
play pool and I would have to go down there
and pull my dad out of there to come home
for dinner. I was never fearful. As a matter of
fact it was kind of fun.”

“The time that I remember it was all black-
owned and all the clientele was black. There
would be an occasional white person that
was adventurous. A lot of music.”

“There was a place called Sandy’s. And
around the corner was Little Sandy’s. And
there was a lot of jazz coming out of this little
Sandy’s. A friend of mine used to – during the
summer time we would climb up on the roof
and listen to music through the vents. The
stench of stale beer coming out of these vents
and listening to the music – it was very vivid.”

Wally graduated from Washington High
School in ‘58.

“After high school, I worked at JC Penny’s.
And I worked at the Post Office. And I was
not very ambitious as far as continuing my
education. I wasn’t studious at all. I was more
interested in being out and about. Went up
to Seattle a lot with friends if they had a car
– I didn’t have a car at the time. So we would
either get to ride with friends that had cars
and we’d drive to Seattle. It was a bigger
town. Other people. My best friend -- his
name was Bob Tuggles -- he had relatives
there. We would go up and spend time with
them in the summertime. I was still living at
home. I worked at JC Penny’s for three or
four years. The downtown store. During my
last years in high school and after I got out.
And then I was working at the Post Office.”

In 1962, Wally joined the Army.
“I was bored. I was working at the Post

Office. And I was bored with that. I don’t
know what prompted me to do this. I just
did it. There was nothing happening at the
time. It was very quiet. It was pre-Vietnam.
I was stationed in Hawaii. And I was there for
about a week and then I went to Thailand.
But we were there as advisors we were build-
ing roads in Thailand. Preparing for something.
But see, I was unaware of any of this. I was
having a good time.”

“This was during the time of the Kennedy
assassination and the Bay of Pigs. I was just in
Hawaii enjoying myself. I can remember be-
ing right by the mess hall and people who
were on kp had a radio on the window and
they made the announcement. Very vivid.
Everyone remembers what they were doing
at the time.”

Out of the armed services in 1965, Wally
moved back to his parents’ house at 77 N.E.
Hancock.

“I was here for a year, selling shoes at Tom
McCann in Lloyd Center. I worked there for
about year and they sent me to Seattle. I
got promoted and went to Seattle in train-
ing for the management of their stores.”

When he got back from the Army, Wally
noticed that everything in Eliot had changed.

“It seemed like the same people weren’t
here. The freeway was there. A lot of the
housing was gone. You were seeing more
pockets of houses that were torn down. Like
along Northeast Hancock. At one time there
were say 15 houses on that block and it was

down to seven or eight. Housing being torn
down and commercial buildings being put up.
My favorite old cherry tree where we spent a
lot of time in the summer time was gone. The
tree was right at Victoria and Hancock. A huge
cherry tree. I mean, you’d go in the summer
time when the cherry’s were ripe there’d be
20 kids in that tree.”

Wally lived in Seattle until 1970, when he
came back to Eliot. The neighborhood had

changed more than ever.
“There had been student

demonstrations and marches
and riots. And I came back and
the drug culture and the hip-
pies are moving into a lot of
these old houses. It was just a
completely changed place. It
was day and night.”
“I wasn’t working most of the

last year that I lived in Seattle.
I was just kind of roaming
around. And communal living.
But when I came back to Port-
land, I stayed with my mom and
got a job at Meier & Frank.”
It was a different lifestyle. It

was fun at first. But then it
got to be a drag after a while.
Living with people and a lot of

drug use. Not that I was really into a lot of
the drug use but I did participate. And it
just wasn’t my cup of tea. Having friends
O.D. So I got away and moved back to
Portland and got myself a legitimate job at
Meier & Frank selling suits. The afro was gone.”

“After I came back to Portland, this area
was a hotbed of illegal activities. A lot of pros-
titution up and down what it was at that time
Union Avenue. It’s now MLK. A lot of activity.
Most of the houses that I was familiar with
with families and kids and good times were
now havens for a lot of drug people.”

“My dad lived in an apartment building on
Northeast Rodney (between San Rafael and
Tillamook). And he was not really well and he
did not want to move in with Irene (the

woman Wally married in 1974). And so when
we were visiting him one day I noticed this
house being vacant. So I contacted the
owner and asked him if we could rent. We
rented from ‘77 to 1980. And then we finally
bought it.”

Wally left Meier & Frank in 1979. He was a
bartender then worked in employee ben-
efits at Tektronix for seven or eight years.

In 1986, he started working in catering
for the coliseum, and then moved to the
same job at the convention center, where
he still works.

Eliot is a comfortable neighborhood now,
but it was not in the 1980s.

“We had arson fires. The apartment build-
ing next door was an arson fire. There was an
arson fire across the street. A lot police patrols
going though the area at night chasing people.
You heard car chases and gunshots and you
heard about homicides. It was awful. It was
horrible. And a lot of its was stemming from
the motel here (on the corner of San Rafael
and Rodney.) At that time it was the Palmer
Desert Motel. And it was a haven for prostitu-
tion and drug dealers. My wife and I and a lot
of the neighbors were constantly on the phone
calling the vice squad and calling the police
and writing down license plate numbers. And
finally it kind of cleaned itself up with the help
of the police and the neighbors’ vigilance.

It’s getting to the point now where it is
much more livable and it doesn’t have the
reputation of being some place that you don’t
want to be at night. It’s more comfortable
and more owner-occupied and more families
moving in. You don’t see a lot of kids though.
I think that’s just a sign of the times. People
are not having the kids that they had back in
the 40s and 50s where each family had six or
seven kids. You just can’t afford to do that
any more. But the people (in Eliot) are friends.
You know your neighbors. (In the 1970s and
80s) there were people that lived across the
street that I would see but I had no idea
what they did who they were. Right now, I
know everyone. It’s getting back to that
feeling of being secure.”
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Grandson of Nelson Mandela

will speak for the 10th Anniversary for Portland Community Reinvestment Initiatives.

Friday, May 10  at Noon (doors open at 11)
First Congregational Church, 1126 SW Park.

Tickets: $10

CLOW ROOFING & SIDING CO.
ROOFING - SIDING - GUTTERS

INSULATION - STORM WINDOWS

434 N. Tillamook Street
Portland, Oregon 97227
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Kirtsen Jenkins’ Eliot Real Estate Report

Want to know about:

great new capital gains tax laws?

current market information on your home?

I know your neighborhood.

Active Listings Bed Bath Sq. Ft. Price
306 NE Graham 3 2.0 1850 $180,000
522 NE Stanton 3 1.0 1387 $185,000
63 NE Cook 4 2.0 2006 $295,000

Pending Listings
445 NE Cook 2 1.0 1400 $112,950
55 NE Graham 2 1.0 920 $124,900
2506 NE Rodney 3 1.0 871 $129,000
612 NE San Rafael St 2 1.5 1296 $159,950
313 NE Ivy St 3 2.0 1605 $199,900
88 NE Monroe 3 1.1 1836 $219,900

Sold
537 N Ivy St 3 1.0 1387 $150,000
234 NE Fremont St 4 2.1 2000 $125,000
313 NE Stanton St 2 1.0 800 $128190
2317 NE Rodney 4 1.0 1506 $129,900
107 NE Ivy St 2 1.0 889 $134,900
606 NE Ivy St 2 1.0 2008 $134,900
74 NE Ivy St 3 2.0 1430 $143,500
68 NE Fremont 2 1.0 901 $157,000
2414 NE Rodney Ave 4 1.0 1373 $165,000
19 NE Cook St 3 1.1 1383 $169,700
51 NE Ivy 2 1.0 1556 $179,500
41 NE Cook St 3 1.0 1552 $179,950
42 NE Monroe St 3 1.0 1352 $185,000
112 NE Fargo St 4 2.0 1441 $208,000
2954 NE 7th 3 1.1 1564 $245,000
213 NE Stanton 3 2.0 2300 $265,000

RE        equity group, inc.

Kirsten Jenkins

699-7609
24-hour voice page

Remax Inc., Realtors
Office: (503) 287-8989

X

The residents of Eliot are fortunate today
to enjoy ethnic and cultural diversity but what
is more unique to our neighborhood is that
it was always diverse since initial develop-
ment during the last portion of the 19th Cen-
tury.

A healthy mix of immigrants from Europe
settled here and built homes.  In the more
northern portion of the original plat of Albina,
which is bounded by today’s NE Morris Street
west of MLK & NE Ivy Street east of MLK, a
higher concentration of settlers from Scandi-
navian countries purchased property and
built.  Most of these men held a variety of
occupations that were typically unskilled but
were well-taught and highly skilled in car-
pentry.  Luckily, clusters of these small but
interesting houses stand today and some have
been sensitively restored.

One of these interesting groups is 4 houses
that sit on the east side of NE Rodney be-
tween NE Stanton & Graham.  Hans
Tonneson, an immigrant from Norway who
retained ownership in his family for nearly
60 years, built the group.  They are com-
prised of 3 Victorian era Queen Anne styled
cottages at 2836, 2842 & 2850 NE Rodney
and a Craftsman styled Foursquare house at
2856 NE Rodney.  All of these homes today
are in separate ownership and have had taste-
ful renovations in recent years.

This little story begins in 1889 when Mr.
Tonneson purchased 2 large lots at this cor-
ner of Rodney & Stanton streets by a bond
deed from James B. Montgomery, the devel-
oper who invested in a large portion of resi-
dential Albina in 1882.  Bond terms were
offered at slightly higher prices to folks who
had a lower down payment during these
days.

Hans Tonneson was born in Norway in
1863 and was raised working as a shipwright
learning the trade of woodworking and
cabinetry very well.  Around the mid-1880s,
he married Trine, also born there in 1870.  In
about 1885, Hans alone immigrated to the
United States and in about 1887, he came to
the Portland area deciding to work for the
Union Pacific Railroad and chose Albina (now
inside our neighborhood).

In 1891, Hans Tonneson was able to pay
off the bond debt on the property and bor-
rowed $500 to construct 3 small homes.  After
living on a floating house on the Willamette
River, he moved into the house at 2836 NE
Rodney and the other two were tenements
for other recent arrival immigrant families.
These 3 cottages were nearly identical but
this one is 2 feet wider than the others and
built close to the southern boundary of the
property.

HISTORIC HOMES & BUILDINGS OF ELIOT

A Little Touch of Norway
By Roy Roos

from the Portland Peaceful Response
Coalition and several protesters made

speeches to the crowd, which criticized
everything from Bush’s environmental
policies to the proposed economic stimu-
lus package to Bush’s attempts at the war
on terrorism.

After the rally, organizers marched

with more than 500 protesters down Fre-
mont to Martin Luther King Boulevard.
Within blocks of the Youth Opportunity
Center and the career center, the pro-
testers blocked both southbound lanes
of Martin Luther King Boulevard as mili-

tary helicopters circled overhead.
Protesters chanted in unison and car-

ried signs touting political and social mes-
sages as a marching band played. Port-
land and Beaverton SWAT teams arrived

Bush Visits Eliot
By Jessie Dawes

President George W. Bush visited the

Eliot Neighborhood’s Youth Opportunity
Center and Northeast Portland One-Stop
Career Center on Saturday, January 6,

2002.
 “I think it’s good that he came to our

neighborhood instead of downtown,” said
Justus Kimbrough, a former Eliot resident
who now lives in Eugene. “Hopefully he
can do something about the high unem-
ployment rate.”

in riot gear to control the crowd,
although the protest remained

peaceful. Police cited only two pro-
testers for interfering with a po-
lice officer and many protesters
dispersed before the president
ever arrived.

Eliot is in precinct 3151, a his-

torically democratic district that
stretches from the Willamette River
to NE 14th Street from NE Mason
to NE Weidler.

In the 2000 election year, 71 per-
cent of registered voters in the Eliot

neighborhood actually went to the
polls and voted in the election. Of
those voters, 78 percent voted for
Gore, 12 percent voted for Nader,
and seven percent voted for Bush.

Bush spent approximately thirty min-
utes with unemployed people, students,
and Portland Community College staff at
the center, which is run by PCC. The

Youth Opportunity Center and the North-
east Portland One-Stop Career are both
federally financed programs aimed at in-
creasing employment opportunities in
low-income areas. Last year, the centers
served about 20,000 adults and 1,200

students.
While some reactions to the visit were

positive, many Eliot residents had reser-
vations about the visit.

“I think it’s ridiculous that he’s visiting
this neighborhood,” said Thomas

Friesenhahn, an Eliot resident. “I think
his point is to steal jobs from this com-
munity and it doesn’t make much sense
that he’s here.”

Hours before the president arrived, ac-
tivists, laid-off workers, and concerned

residents united in Irving Park and held
a rally to protest Bush’s visit. Organizers

“He’s the most militaristic, bombastic president
ever illegally elected to office. I’m concerned that
the ‘success’ in Afghanistan will lead to his
(Bush’s) continued aggression against other poor
people throughout the world.”

– Barbara Keller, a Portland resident.

“I’m here to protest Bush’s connection to Enron.
Poor working people lost their retirement at Enron
while George W’s friends cashed out early. They
spent 50 million investigating Bill Clinton, and
they need to investigate Enron. We need to be
looking at home, doing something that really
affects us. Bush is simply setting an artificial crisis
to get more cash out.”

— Randy Davis, Buckman resident

Bush visit Timeline:

11:00 a.m.

11:55 a.m.

12:20 p.m.

12:40 p.m.

12:45 p.m.

12:55 p.m.

1:15 to 2 p.m.

Protesters begin arriving
at Irving Park

Protesters begin march
from Irving Park down
Fremont and onto MLK

Police told protesters to
move out of the MLK or risk
being arrested. Portland
SERT team was present. No
one moved.

8 more SERT officers ar-
rive

A marching band starts to
play.

The protest was losing
steam.

8 more SERT officers ar-
rive. At this point, approxi-
mately 40 police officers
were watching several
hundred protesters.

Within a year or two, Hans moved to Puget
Island on the Columbia River becoming the
second homesteader there and his wife was
finally able to leave Norway to join him.  This
location probably reminded Hans most of the
fiords of Norway and here, he established a
new career as a navigation light lighter for
the US Lighthouse Authority along the is-
land for the safety of ships traveling along
the Columbia River.

In 1900, the couple became naturalized
citizens and soon daughter Elizabeth was born
followed by son Stanley S.  Their third child
that followed was unfortunately stillborn.  In
1910, the Tonneson family decided to return
to Albina (now Portland) and add another
larger house on the property but had to move
2 of the cottages over since the 3 were evenly
spaced apart.  In 1911, Hans finished con-
struction of their new family house in the
Craftsman Foursquare style at the corner of
Stanton at 2856 NE Rodney.

Apparently, the parents had little or no En-
glish speaking ability but both children ad-
vanced well in careers.  The father also did
much fishing and continued his lamp light-
ing duties on the Columbia but it is likely his
main livelihood during his later years was
being a resident landlord on his property as
all the houses remained in his ownership.

The daughter Elizabeth worked as a clerk
at various offices until marrying Roy Petterson
and remained living on the property.

Son Stanley moved up a career path from
a bellboy to a clerk for the IRS during the
late 1920s.  He soon took residence and title
to the house at 2842 NE Rodney after he
married and in the 1940s, he became the
district credit manager for Firestone Tire &
Rubber Company.

By 1950, his success allowed him to move
into the East Irvington neighborhood on NE
27th.  Around 1930, the Tonnesons sold the
house at 2836 NE Rodney to Jacob Bollinger,
a long-time tenant and good acquaintance.
In about 1942, Hans & Trine Tonneson, quite
elderly at this time, returned to their home-
stead on the Columbia River for retirement
but he may have still tended the lamps.

After a long and fulfilling life, Hans passed
away in 1947 at the age of 85 and the re-
maining 3 houses were sold to separate own-
ers in 1948.  Trine Tonneson lived over an-
other decade until her death at the age of
99.  The house in the middle of the group
saw an enormous amount of abuse as rental
for about 30 years until it was acquired by
the author in the 1990s and restored.  The
craftsmanship put into it by Hans Tonneson
stood as a testament as all of its redwood
windows could even be restored.

In other words, 93 percent of Eliot’s residents
voted against Bush, whose proposed budget

stimulus package would actually decrease fund-

ing to the Youth Opportunity Center.
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Join Harriet Tubman Middle School Boys Choir and representa-
tives from Portland Parks & Recreation, the Blazers and Phillips
76 to dedicate Dawson Park’s refurbished basketball courts.

Thanks to the generosity of Phillips 76 and the Portland Trail Blazers, the
Dawson Park basketball court is being renovated. “In these tough eco-
nomic times, this kind of support from the community is especially impor-
tant” says Parks Director Charles Jordan. “We simply can’t afford to take
on projects like this so we really appreciate the help. The neighborhood’s
commitment to reclaiming Dawson Park and their advocacy for this project

will be an important part of what we’ll be celebrating on May 16th.”

Celebrate Dawson Park!
Thursday, May 16, 2002

11:00-11:45
Dawson Park

N. Stanton & N. William

Community Bulletin BOARD

said that in the absence of input from
Eliot, McDonald's had put together a de-
sign it was proud of, using elements
from surrounding structures, including
a decorative tower and a Spanish style
red roof. McDonald's was not interested
in being part of a mixed-use project, he
said. Finally, he declined the suggestion
that McDonald's waive a requirement
that the city process its application in 120
days, thus giving more freedom for ne-
gotiations.
    Based on this reply, the land use com-
mittee voted unanimously to oppose the
design.
    Since then, McDonald's has been try-
ing to refine its application into some-
thing city staff could accept as comply-
ing with the MLK design guidelines. As

of mid-March, they had yet to do so. In
the process, they decided to waive the
120-day time limit, as Eliot had asked
them to, when it became obvious that if
they insisted on a prompt answer it would
be "no."
    Eliot and Friends of MLK have acquired
a powerful ally. Former chief city planner
Michael Harrison, the project manager of
both the Albina Community and Eliot
Neighborhood plans, has given us his as-
sistance on a pro bono basis. He has filed
a lengthy brief on our behalf with staff.
Of McDonald's application
Harrison says, "It's possible to design a
fast food facility that meets the standards,
but (McDonald's) doesn't seem inclined
to do it." Each attempt to meet one issue
creates other problems, he says. It is not
likely the city will reject the proposal on
the basis of its traffic impact, he says,
since the EXD zone was intended to ac-

McDonald’s
Continued from Page 1

Check-out These Library Events!

Albina Branch, 3605 N.E. 15th Ave., (503) 988-5362

Tiny Tots 

Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.

For children 12-24 months with adult.

Preschool Storytime 

Tuesdays, 11:30 a.m. 

For ages 3-6 years with adult.

Story Stop

Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m. 

Listen to stories almost every day! Children of all ages (and their adults are invited to

stop by their libraries for a short program of fun stories.

Story Stop 

Thursdays, 11:30 a.m.

Listen to stories almost every day! Children of all ages (and their adults are invited to

stop by their libraries for a short program of fun stories.

Pajama Time
Thursdays, 7 p.m.

Put on your pajamas, grab a bedtime buddy and join us for stories; songs and fun.

For children 6 years and younger with adult.

Toddler Storytime 

Fridays, 11:30 a.m.

For children 24-36 months with adult..

Story Stop 
Fridays, 11:30 a.m.

Listen to stories almost every day! Children of all ages (and their adults are invited to

stop by their libraries for a short program of fun stories.

Story Stop 

Saturdays, 11:30 a.m.

Listen to stories almost every day! Children of all ages (and their adults are invited to

stop by their libraries for a short program of fun stories.

Lead Poisoning Prevention Workshop

Lead poisoning can cause brain and organ damage, learning
disabilities and other serious heath problems for young

children.  The most common sources of lead poisoning are
found in and around homes.  Come to a workshop and learn
about the effects and sources of lead poisoning; how to test
for lead; and prevention tips.  Qualified participants receive a
free kit of materials worth $45.  Free childcare is provided.

Wednesday, Nov. 28. 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Alameda Community School, 2732 N.E. Fremont St.To

register, call 503-284-4962.

commodate intense development. How-
ever, there are a lot of grounds on which
to argue its lack of design compatibility,
he says. Among other things, the appli-
cation dismissed historic issues as irrel-
evant when the site touches Eliot's His-
toric Conservation District on three sides.
    When and if McDonald's ever achieves
staff approval of its design, Eliot will prob-
ably appeal - to the Portland Design Com-
mission (which Eliot can do for free as a
recognized neighborhood association),
and to the Land Use Board of Appeals.

The long-term, possible outcomes are:
1. McDonald's will get tired of the fight

and the expense, and realize that it
can get approval only by giving up on
a drive through lane or most of its
parking, and leave;

2. McDonald's will come to its senses and
work with Eliot on a proposal that is
at least neighborhood-acceptable;

3. McDonald's will prevail. Even in this
case, the final design will likely be
better than it would have been if
neighbors had not raised issues.

In addition to Friends of MLK and Eliot,
the Boise, Irvington, King and Sabin as-
sociations have declared their opposi-
tion to McDonald's plans. The North-
Northeast Economic Development Alli-
ance and North-Northeast Business As-
sociation have pledged support based on
McDonald's pledge to hire locally, pro-
vide training in cooperation with the One
Stop Center, and provide opportunities
for advancement. However, according to
some reports, the business association
became a little disillusioned when
pledges of support from McDonald's for
association projects proved difficult to
collect. One leader reportedly declared,
"When you work with McDonald's, al-
ways get it in writing!"

Sundays 1-4 p.m.

Technology classes: Free one-on-one computer help for
the whole family! Friendly, trained “TechnoHost” volun-
teers help you search the Web, play educational CD-ROM
games, look up books and more with the library’s online
catalog, use the library’s online databases and guides,
and practice  basic computer skills, like “point-and-click.”

CyberSundays
at Multnomah County Library

Albina Branch • 3605 NE 15th Ave • (503) 988-5362

Water Conservation
Don’t let your heat and water bills take you hostage.  Take action!

Come to a workshop and learn how to save energy or water
through material installation, behavioral changes and simple

maintenance around your home. Both homeowners and renters are
welcome.  Qualified participants receive a free materials.

May 15th 6:30-8pm, Pennisula Park Comm Center
May 22nd 6:30-8 pm, Alameda Comm School, 2732 NE Fremont

For information or to register, call the
Community Energy Project at 503-284-6827.

LEAD:

POISONING PREVENTION

WORKSHOP

May 11

10:30 To Noon

Albina Youth Opportuniy School

3710 N Mississippi

��
See

Cool Classic Cars

at the

CARES Cruise In

May 18th

Legacy Emanuel Hospital
Rain or Shine

For information call Joe Roberts: 642-5458
CARES Northwest is the child abuse assessment and intervention center serving the Portland area. CARES

is a joint, non-profit program of Kaiser Permanente, Legacy Emanuel Children’s Hospital and OHSU
Doernbecher Children’s Hospital.

Mississippi

Street Fair

May 18th

10 am to 4 pm

Outdoor stage featuring the Reparations,
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May 16: 5 p.m. Dinner from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
May 17: 7 p.m. Performance by Primary Colors Choir.

Community talent show.
8 p.m. Outdoor film at Rexall Drug Building

(Mississippi and Shaver).

Multi-Cultural Fair
at Boise-Eliot School
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