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T 
o those who missed the 

Grand Opening  on 

September 22-23, and 

are otherwise unaware of it, by 

the time you read this the Port-

land Streetcar should be alive, 

reasonably well, and operating on 

the southern fringe of Eliot. 

The new route, called the 

Loop, begins at Portland State 

University, travels north through 

downtown,  and crosses  the 

Broadway Bridge. From there it 

proceeds along North Broadway 

and North and Northeast Weidler 

streets, down Seventh Avenue, 

west on Oregon Street to the Ore-

gon Convention Center, and 

south on Northeast and Southeast 

Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. to 

the Oregon Museum of Science 

and Industry. The return route is 

along Northeast and Southeast 

Grand Avenue and Northeast 

Broadway. It will hopefully be-

come a true loop in 2015 when 

the new Willamette River bridge 

is completed; currently Portland 

Streetcar is $7.4 million short of 

the funds to make the connection 

from OMSI to the bridge. The 

streetcar continues to operate its 

older west side route from North-

west 23rd Avenue to Southwest 

Lowell Street in the South Water-

front, giving downtown residents 

greater service. 

Of course downtowners no 

longer have the free streetcar use 

they had been accustomed to. 

Starting in September, Portland 

Streetcar Inc. and TriMet (which 

runs the car on contract with the 

non-profit) instituted the follow-

ing fare system: $1 to ride the 

streetcar system for two hours; 

$2.50 to ride the streetcar and any 

TriMet facility – bus or light rail 

– for two hours, switching at will; 

$5 to ride any sort of mass transit 

all day. There are also Honored 

Citizen fares for the elderly for 

$1.60, youth fares for $1, and 

monthly and yearly passes at re-

duced rates. These can be pur-

chased at Safeway or the Lloyd 

District Transportation Manage-

ment Association office at 700 

N.E. Multnomah St. 

At the least, the new streetcar 

gives residents more transit op-

New Streetcar Route Serves Eliot 
By Lee Perlman 

The Loop Streetcar testing on NE Broadway.   
Photo courtesy Portland Streetcar Inc. 

tions. Fortunately, it doesn‟t 

come at the expense of service 

we already have; earlier plans to 

terminate Bus Line 6 at the Ore-

gon Convention Center and force 

riders to transfer to MAX or 

streetcar were shelved when 

TriMet decided that the proposed 

changes would cause too many 

inconveniences for passengers on 

one of their best-used lines. Crit-

ics say that streetcars are slower 

than other transit vehicles; unlike 

MAX, they don‟t have their own 

right of way, so congestion slows 

them up, and unlike buses they 

can‟t steer around obstacles in the 

road. However, transit advocates 

say that despite this they tend to 

attract more ridership. 

    Or at least they hope so. 

Budget crunches have hit street-

car operations in the same way 

they have other public services, 

and the budget for the streetcar 

only allows service on the east 

s i d e  e v e r y  1 8  m i n u t e s . 

(Optimally, it would be every 

12.) Portland Streetcar officials 

hope to increase the frequency if 

ridership brings in greater fare 

box revenue, but they are in a 

chicken and egg conundrum; the 

infrequent service works against 

picking up increased ridership. 

    Proponents also say that 

speed and ridership isn‟t the 

whole point of the streetcar; 

when there is permanent public 

investment of this nature, adja-

cent private development goes up 

bigger and faster than it would 

otherwise. Not everyone in Eliot 

would consider this an undiluted 

plus; the land to the north of 

Broadway in Eliot contains zon-

ing that would allow buildings up 

to 125 feet high. Still, it could be 

argued, perhaps this is better than 

the vacant lots and auto dealer-

ships that dot the street now. 

    Rosey or not, the future is 

here. Hop aboard. ● 

Eliot Neighborhood Association  
Fall General Membership Meeting 

 
October 8th 2012 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

Emanuel Hospital  
Medical Office Building 

501 N Graham St Portland OR 
 

Eliot Neighbors, please join us for the Eliot Neighborhood 
Association Fall General Membership Meeting.  Find out 

about what’s new in the neighborhood and how you can be 
involved.  All positions on Eliot’s board are open and up for 
election.  If you have a business or live in the neighborhood 

you can be elected to the board.   
 

For the complete agenda see: 
http://eliotneighborhood.org/category/association/agenda/ 

Hop Aboard! 
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Eliot Neighborhood Association 
The Eliot Neighborhood Association is a nonprofit corporation whose 
members are the residents and business owners of the Eliot 
Neighborhood. Its purpose is to inform Eliot residents about issues 
affecting the neighborhood through meetings, newsletters and 
other activities. Members of the neighborhood association must be 
over 14 years old and live, own property, have a business, or repre-
sent a nonprofit within the neighborhood. The Eliot Neighborhood 
Association was founded in 1969. It is recognized by the City of 
Portland, is a member of the Northeast Coalition of Neighborhoods, 
Inc., and has representatives on several other groups and commit-
tees. 
 

Eliot Board 
Board Officers 

Allan Rudwick - Chair 
arudwick@gmail.com - 503-703-3910 
Angela Kremer – Vice Chair 
angelahkremer@gmail.com – 503-284-9136 
Kristen Yates - Recorder 
kyates@voaor.org - 503-802-0299  
Clint Lundmark – Newsletter Editor 
clintlundmark@gmail.com – 503-552-8678 
Tamille Lundmark – Treasurer  
tamillelundmark@gmail.com –503-552-8678 

 
Board Directors 

Alan Sanchez – alanrsanchez@gmail.com – 503-288-4489 
Amanda Milholland – amilholland@portcitydevelopment.org  
Barry Joe Stull – cannabisboo@yahoo.com 
Jim Hlava – jim@cascadiabhc.org – 509-998-3406 
Joan Ivan – ivan0117@comcast.net – 503-265-5868 
John Engleheart – johnengleheart@gmail.com 
Julie Woelfer – juliewol2@hotmail.com – 503-799-6006  
Kirsten Jenkins  – kirstenjenkins@hotmail.com – 503-515-6633 
Laurie Simpson – laurie@mosiarch.com – 503-280-1005 
Pamela Weatherspoon -  paweathe@lhs.org  – 503-413-4630 
Pauline Bradford – 503.287.7138 (fax) – 503-281-6635 

 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 
Mike Warwick – LUTC Chair 
mike.warwick@pnl.gov – 503-284-7010  
Laurie Simpson – LUTC Vice Chair 
laurie@mosiarch.com – 503-280-1005 
Allan Rudwick - arudwick@gmail.com - 503-703-3910 
Clint Lundmark – clintlundmark@gmail.com – 503-552-8678 
Jason Franklin – jasonwfranklin@gmail.com 
Kirsten Jenkins  – kirstenjenkins@hotmail.com – 503-515-6633 

 

Eliot Monthly Meetings 
If you live or work in Eliot, you are welcome and encouraged to at-
tend the monthly meetings of the Eliot Neighborhood Association, 
which are held the second Monday of each month at 7 pm at 
Emanuel Hospital. It’s a great opportunity to meet your neighbors, 
stay informed about what’s going on in Eliot, help build a stronger 
community, and have input into decisions that may affect you. Also 
consider joining a committee or becoming a board member. 
Emanuel Hospital, Medical Office Building, West Conference Room, 
501 N. Graham St. 
 

Eliot News 
Eliot News is published four times a year by the Eliot Neighborhood 
Association. It is delivered or mailed free of charge to every address 
in the neighborhood. It does not have a ISBN. 

 
Editor: Clint Lundmark 
clintlundmark@gmail.com -  503-552-8678 
Layout:  Clint Lundmark 
Advertising: Clint Lundmark 
Delivery: Susan Bailey 
baileywick97212@msn.com - 503-284-7010  

 
Rights to articles are retained by the author. Opinions of the au-
thors do not necessarily reflect the official positions of the Eliot 
Neighborhood Association. 

www.eliotneighborhood.org 
info@eliotneighborhood.org 

Upcoming Eliot Neighborhood Association Meetings 
 

General Meeting - Monday October 8th 
Board Meeting - Monday November 12th 
Board Meeting - Monday December 10th 
Board Meeting - Monday January 14th 

 
Meetings typically held at Emanuel Hospital Medical Office 
Building, West Conference Room, 501 N Graham, Portland OR.  
 
For more information see eliotneighborhood.org. 

Printed on recycled paper. 

Category Size  1x 2x 3x 4x 

1/16 Page 4.9” W x 1.8” H $24 $44 $60 $72 

1/8 page 4.9” W x 3.8” H $40 $73 $100 $122 

1/4 page 4.9” W x 7.8” H $68 $123 $168 $204 

1/2 Page 10” W x 7.8” H $114 $207 $283 $343 

Full Page 10” W x 15.8” H $191 $348 $475 $576 

ELIOT NEWS AD RATES 
 

Eliot News has a per issue circulation of 3,000 and is hand delivered or mailed 

to nearly 100% of the homes and businesses in the Eliot neighborhood.  

 

Eliot News is an 8 page 11” x 17” black and white tabloid newspaper pub-

lished four times a year in January, April, July and October. 

 

Ad deadlines are December 15, March 15, June 15, and September 15.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ad rates and sizes effective January 1st 2012 

Map of Eliot Neighborhood 
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G 
raffiti: spray-painted 

names and messages 

sprawled across busi-

ness walls, dumpsters, electrical 

poles, and even on the side-

walk.  In Eliot, the summer 

months bring graffiti.  When not 

cleaned up, tagged walls encour-

age other taggers to stake their 

claim in our neighborhood. 

Port City Development Center 

(Port City) is a not-for-profit or-

ganization dedicated to the em-

ployment and empowerment of 

adults with developmental dis-

abilities (DD) from the Portland 

metro area.  For about eight 

years, Port City has been located 

in the Eliot neighborhood on the 

corner of Williams and Tilla-

mook.  From art and urban farm-

ing to production, screen-printing 

and woodworking programs, Port 

City offers a diversity of opportu-

nities for individuals to earn a 

paycheck, engage with the com-

munity and gain skills that sup-

port their independence. 

With a small grant from the 

Northeast Coalition of Neighbor-

hoods, Port City started a graffiti 

removal program in May, 2012 in 

response to neighborhood graffiti. 

The Port City Graffiti Abatement 

Program‟s goal is  to foster 

greater community pride in Eliot 

by reducing the presence of graf-

fiti in the neighborhood. This 

program helps prevent future tag-

ging by decreasing the presence 

and normalization of graffiti in 

Eliot. 

The Port City Graffiti Abate-

ment Program provides afford-

able graffiti abatement services to 

businesses in the Eliot neighbor-

hood as well as living wage em-

ployment for community mem-

bers with DD.  Professional graf-

fiti removal crews offer power 

washing, painting, graffiti re-

moval on brick, brick sealing, 

a n d  o t h e r  a b a t e m e n t  s e r -

vices.  Businesses partnering with 

Port City for graffiti removal ei-

ther pay an hourly rate for graffiti 

removal services or a monthly 

flat fee. Port City direct care pro-

fessionals work one-on-one or in 

small groups with graffiti abate-

ment crew members to paint over 

or clean off graffiti affecting part-

ner business within 48 hours of 

identification. 

If you would like to learn 

more about the Port City Graffiti 

Abatement Program, please con-

tact Port City at 503-236-9515 or 

info@portcitydevelopment.org. 

By quickly responding to graffiti 

we can create a graffiti free 

neighborhood for residents and 

businesses to thrive! ● 

Graffiti Abatement in Eliot 
By Amanda Milholland  

Caption 

Port City Graffiti Cleanup  

H T N U Y M R N Y B D W R I O  

Y E Q M E C A U L D R O N C J  

E S M F E Q H A P L G I P I I  

J U M E B S C Y P J K U M X X  

M O O D N K G I K P S Z V N C  

G H N R C O R N M A Z E A P C  

F D S A B A T U O O H W M T O  

T E T Y T B P S G T E O P S Y  

L T E E T K U H B R E D I P S  

D N R V K P O G E M B L R O X  

R U R A D S Z W R W O Z E O H  

T A E R T R O K C I R T M K N  

R H X G T L M T S T G I G Y S  

Q U G N F E I H I C X V E W D  

S X Z E V D U I G H O U L T L  

BAT 

BLACK CAT 

CAULDRON 

CORN MAZE 

GHOST 

GHOUL 

GRAVEYARD 

HAUNTED HOUSE 

MONSTER 

MUMMY 

PIRATE 

PUMPKIN 

SKELETON 

SPIDER 

SPOOKY 

TOMBSTONE 

TRICK-OR-TREAT 

VAMPIRE 

WEREWOLF 

WITCH 

Halloween 

Word Find 

Active Listings bed bath sq ft price

616 NE Russell 3 2 1685 $369,000

40 NE Ivy 5 4 2494 $399,000

118 NE Tillamook 5 4 3510 $449,900

606 NE Stanton 4 4 3176 $499,000

113 NE Fargo 3 2 1953 $499,900

Pending Listings bed bath sq ft price

325 NE Graham #8 2 1 1054 $199,000

325 NE Graham #6 2 1 1054 $199,900

54 Sacramento 2 1 2569 $259,900

528 NE Sacramento 3 3.1 1853 $439,000

47 NE Tillamook 3 3 2580 $449,900

Sold Listings bed bath sq ft price

623 NE Morris 2 1.1 1603 $265,000

3324 NE Rodney 3 2.1 1475 $344,295

137 NE Cook 3 3.1 2060 $435,926
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Breakfast/Coffee/Cafés 

Bridges Café 

2716 NE MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-288-4169 

Eliot E-Mat Café 

2808 NE MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-280-8889 

Goldrush Coffee Bar 

2601 NE MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-331-5955 

Tiny’s Café 

2031 NE MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-467-4199 

TwentySix Café 

2723 NE 7th Ave, 503-284-6033  

 

 

Bars/Taverns 

820 

820 N Russell St., 503-284-5518 

Bill Ray’s Dive 

2210 NE MLK Jr. Blvd. 

Gotham Tavern 

2240 N Interstate Ave., 503-517-9911 

McMenamin’s White Eagle Café & Saloon 

836 N Russell St., 503-282-6810 

Secret Society 

116 NE Russell St.,503-493-3600  

Sloan’s Tavern 

36 N Russell St., 503-287-2262 

Tavin’s Pub 

102 NE Russell St., 503-719-4890 

Widmer Gasthaus Pub 

929 N Russell St., 503-281-3333 

 

 

Lunch/Dinner 

Chuck’s Market, J&S Grocery 

2415 N Williams Ave., 503-281-6269 

Pepper Box 

2737 NE MLK Jr. Blvd. 

Mint 

816 N Russell St., 503-284-5518 

OX 

2225 NE MLK Jr. Blvd, 503-284-3366 

Pizza A Go Go 

3240 N Williams St., 503-335-0300 

Popeye’s Famous Fried Chicken 

3120 NE MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-281-8455 

Queen of Sheba 

2413 NE MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-287-6302 

Russell Street Bar-B-Que 

325 NE Russell St., 503-528-8224 

Sparky’s Pizza 

2434 NE MLK Jr Blvd 

Toro Bravo 

120 NE Russell St.,503-281-4464 

Tropicana Bar Be Cue 

3217 N Williams Ave., 503-281-8696 

Under Wonder 

128 NE Russell St., 503-493-0371 

Waypost 

3120 N Williams St., 503-367-3182 

Eliot Eateries 

T 
he idea of a “gateway” 

on the triangle parcel 

where Grand Ave con-

nects with MLK appears in the 

1993 “Adopted Eliot Neighbor-

hood Plan”.  In August of 2012 

the site hosted a dedication cere-

mony for the park which com-

memorates the history of the re-

gion as well as the namesake for 

Martin Luther King Boulevard.  

Finally, a primary entrance to 

Eliot Neighborhood and all of 

Northeast Portland has become 

what was envisioned long ago. 

The Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr. Boulevard Gateway and Heri-

tage Markers consists of 4 mark-

MLK Gateway Completed 
By Clint Lundmark 

ers with 12 historical panels re-

lated to the history of Northeast 

Portland and a see-through wall 

separating traffic from park visi-

tors.  The markers tell the story of 

topics such as “Oregon Civil 

Rights Movement”, “Community 

Centers” and “Street History” of 

MLK.  On the curved see-through 

wall is a message from Dr Martin 

Luther King Jr. ● 
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Baileywick Properties 
Saving and Improving Housing in Eliot 

Neighborhood for 33 Years. 

Houses and Apartments for rent. 

(503) 806-3502 

Why I joined Toastmasters 
By Jackie Sandquist 

I 
 first checked out Toast-

masters after I gave a cou-

ple of presentations at 

work. When I was asked in 2010 

to present at a managers meeting 

about how I had led my team in a 

fundraising campaign, I was 

nervous about standing up in 

front of two hundred of my peers. 

I wrote down some notes and 

thought about what I was going 

to say, but when I got up on the 

stage I simply rushed through my 

presentation.  At the end, I 

cocked my head slightly to the 

left, smiled, and said, “And that‟s 

what I did!”  I knew I‟d blown it, 

but of course my coworkers were 

nice to a fault.  “Good job!” they 

said. This is Portland, and we all 

know how to do nice. I wanted to 

forget about the whole thing, and 

I vowed never to get anywhere 

near a stage or a microphone 

again. 

A few months later I was 

asked to present at a conference 

on collaboration between busi-

nesses and community colleges.  

Once again, after thinking about 

what to say, I got up on stage, 

rushed through my speech and 

finished with – you guessed it – 

“And that‟s what I did!”, little 

head cock and all.  I knew that 

I‟d come across as hopelessly 

unpolished, even cutesy.  One 

audience member said I was 

“adorable.” Not what a profes-

sional wants to hear at a confer-

ence of business and academic 

leaders from all over the Pacific 

Northwest. 

Friends had told me about 

Toastmasters over the years.  I 

had even been encouraged to give 

the group a try, but until those 

two experiences, I was never 

willing to see how my limitations 

in public speaking got in the way 

of being taken seriously in my 

job.  By the end of that second 

presentation, though, I knew I 

was going to hit a hard and unfor-

giving ceiling unless I learned 

how to speak in front of large au-

diences. 

I started researching Toast-

masters clubs and found that the 

Red Cross on Vancouver Ave-

nue, right in our neighborhood, 

has a weekly meeting.  It is open 

to the public and anyone can 

come and develop their public 

speaking skills, in both im-

promptu and rehearsed speeches.  

Although it‟s hard to say what 

I‟ve found most valuable about 

Toastmasters, the evaluations 

have been especially helpful.  Af-

ter every speech, the speaker re-

ceives immediate positive feed-

back from all the group members.  

I can now give a speech that isn‟t 

riddled with the dreaded um‟s 

and ah‟s and so‟s.  I‟ve learned 

how to summarize each presenta-

tion in a way that engages my 

audience and leaves them want-

ing to hear more.  My fellow 

Toastmasters have told me they 

look forward to my speeches, and 

I haven‟t cocked my head to the 

side in over a year. 

But most importantly, I am 

learning that I have something to 

say to the world.  Each one of us 

has our own unique well of sto-

ries to draw from, and Toastmas-

ters gives us the opportunity to 

practice making our stories inter-

esting and exciting.  For example, 

I‟ve enjoyed bird-watching for 

several years, and I recently gave 

a speech on spotting what we call 

vagrants, or single birds that are 

not normally in this area.  I was 

inspired to do this speech because 

I have frequently felt like vagrant 

in my own life, but when I‟m at 

Toastmasters I realize I am fi-

nally among a flock.  We are all 

fledgling speakers; all migrating 

on our path toward our common 

destination: the land of “Better 

Public Speaking.”  With each 

speech that I deliver, I am finding 

my song, my voice.  I am finding 

my calling. 

Sometime, maybe sooner than 

you think, someone might ask 

you, “Say, have you heard of 

Toastmasters?” Don‟t ignore 

them, as I did for twenty years.  

Come on over to the Red Cross 

on 3131 N. Vancouver Avenue at 

noon on Fridays.  You‟ll find that 

you have something to say to the 

world, and the world needs to 

hear it.  Your flock is waiting to 

help you learn to fly.  ● 

Eliot Neighborhood will join Boise, Humbolt and King neighborhoods to plant 
trees on Saturday February 9th.  For more information or to order trees visit 

friendsoftrees.org or send an email to eliot@plantitportland.org . 

January 7, 2013 

FREE Stre
et 

Trees in
 Elio

t! 
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T 
he State requires the 

City to adopt and up-

date a comprehensive 

land use plan for a 25 year future 

period.  Multiple plans are em-

bedded within this process, in-

cluding transportation plans,  dis-

trict plans, and Portland‟s Central 

City Plan.  The City is in the 

midst of updates to both the Cen-

tral City and Comprehensive (city

-wide) Plans.  Portions of Eliot 

are in the Central City and are 

covered by that Plan update, as 

has been described in this column 

for the past two years.  The Cen-

tral City update is proceeding in 

four stages corresponding to dif-

ferent quadrants of the central 

city.  Eliot is in the Northeast 

Quadrant, which is the first part 

of the central city plan to be up-

dated.  That update is now com-

plete after two years of meetings, 

in which Eliot was well repre-

sented.  The final plan (https://

www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/

article/408896) will go to City 

Council for review and approval 

in October, with the other central 

city quadrants to follow. 

The NE Quadrant Plan has 

two components: a transportation 

Facility Plan, and the Quadrant 

(land use) Plan.  Developing a 

transportation and land use plan 

jointly was a first for both the 

City and the State, which wants 

to expand I-5 between I-84 and I-

405 and needs support from the 

City to do so.  In turn, the City 

needs public support.  The NE 

Quadrant plan process integrated 

these two requirements, which 

allowed Portland residents to 

shape the freeway expansion pro-

ject in exchange for State support 

for modifications of the surface 

streets around the Broadway/

Weidler intersection in ways that 

satisfy residents.  The consensus 

of opinion among citizen advisors 

was that the process was good.  

Despite significant differences in 

interests among advisors, mainly 

truckers versus residents, there 

was broad support for the final 

plans. 

The final Facility Plan se-

lected the least disruptive free-

way expansion plan (other than 

“no build”) from among over 100 

proposals.  It allows for widening 

the freeway to allow for longer 

ramps from Broadway/Weidler, 

which allows for an additional 

travel lane in each direction.  

This is expected to reduce both 

congestion and traffic accidents 

that slow traffic in this section of 

I-5.  Freeway widening will re-

quire replacement of overpasses 

at Broadway, Weidler, Vancou-

ver, and Williams.  The Flint 

overpass will not be replaced and 

it will terminate where it con-

nects to Tillamook.  It will be re-

placed by an overpass that ex-

City Planning Update: One Down 
By Mike Warwick 

tends Hancock between Williams 

and Vancouver over the freeway 

to Dixon.  In addition, two “caps” 

covering portions of the freeway 

are planned at the new Hancock 

overcrossing and at Williams.  

The latter will be used to expand 

Williams to accommodate a new 

traffic pattern to speed vehicles, 

bikes, and pedestrians through 

the intersections of Broadway/

Weidler/Vancouver/Williams, 

known as “the box,” one of the 

most accident prone areas in 

Portland, especially for bikes.  

The Hancock overpass is ex-

pected to improve bike and pe-

destrian safety by providing an 

alternative route to the Broadway 

Bridge and removal of the 5-

point intersection with Flint and 

Wheeler at Broadway where seri-

ous bike accidents have occurred. 

Eliot led opposition to the Han-

cock overpass for two reasons.  

First, it could become a Broad-

way bypass route significantly 

increasing traffic on residential 

streets.  Although we were unable 

to eliminate the option, the plan 

requires the City to “prevent” that 

from happening.  Our second rea-

son is that it may be a decade or 

longer before it is built during 

which time bike safety and pe-

destrian access will continue to 

be denied.  Instead, we proposed 

the current Flint overpass termi-

nate with a connection to Dixon, 

at least in the interim. 

A large minority of advisors 

questioned the costs and benefits 

of freeway expansion, neverthe-

less wide majority adopted the 

proposed plan.  Many of the op-

ponents did so to ensure funding 

for bike and pedestrian improve-

ments that the City says it cannot 

afford, but federal freeway funds 

will pay for.  Eliot sided with the 

majority, after expressing reser-

vations about the freeway pro-

posal, because a transportation 

plan supported by the City and 

State is necessary to secure fund-

ing for any transportation im-

provements, including interim 

ones.  To that end, Eliot has been 

working with bike and pedestrian 

advocates, our neighbors west of 

I-5, the City and State to identify 

measures that can be taken imme-

diately and in the interim.  One of 

the first of these was the closure 

of the right turn off Broadway to 

Wheeler, which has been the 

source of some serious vehicle/

bike accidents.  Other proposed 

actions include a pedestrian sig-

nal at Wheeler and the Flint/

Dixon connector.  These actions 

may not have been possible with-

out Eliot support of the Facility 

Plan. 

In contrast to the Facility Plan, 

the Land Use plan was not par-

t icularly controversial ,  and 

Eliot‟s proposals were largely 

adopted.  The most significant of 

those allow for more flexible uses 

of industrial land in Lower Al-

bina, expansion of commercial 

uses along Russell in Lower Al-

bina, rezoning of some of the lots 

between Williams and I-5 to al-

low current commercial uses to 

continue, and rezoning of the 

School District‟s property to fa-

cilitate future re-use and/or sale 

(the Blanchard Building and 

other school properties across I-5 

as well as Tubman).  Rezoning 

west of I-5 in Eliot and the Rose 

Quarter exposed a split between 

Eliot and Irvington over allowed 

building heights.   Irvington 

wanted to keep buildings low or 

prohibit them altogether to pre-

serve the view of the river, 

whereas the rest of the advisors 

wanted to allow more dense de-

velopment to capitalize on the 

new streetcar investment.  The 

final vote was for taller buildings 

but with conditions to preserve 

river views and public access. 

Development along Broad-

way/Weidler brought Eliot and 

Irvington together.  Irvington 

wanted, and achieved, lower 

building heights along Broadway 

to preserve the historic character 

of adjacent residences.  They also 

supported restricting building 

heights in Eliot.  Accordingly, 

buildings along Broadway be-

tween I-5 and NE 3rd were re-

duced to 70 feet from 100.  Al-

lowed heights were increased be-

tween NE 3rd and Grand to 125 

feet from 100, but the heights be-

tween Grand and NE 7th were 

reduced to the same 125 feet 

from 175.  This reduction was to 

prevent new buildings from over-

shadowing the recently dedicated 

MLK Gateway at  the MLK/

Grand merge.  The hope is that 

these changes to zoning and 

height limits will encourage new 

investment in the area sooner, 

rather than later, now that the 

streetcar loop is open. 

One possible result has been a 

change in a development pro-

posal for the Broadway Furniture 

block from a small 2-story bank 

with drive through and a parking 

lot to a full-block, six-story 

mixed use building with under-

ground parking.  Although this 

site is not in Eliot per se, our 

Land Use Committee supported 

the proposal in design hearings in 

the hope it will stimulate addi-

tional development of the vacant 

and underdeveloped land be-

tween Broadway and Weidler.  

Although a 125 foot height seems 

tall, this zoning only allows part 

of the building to be that tall, the 

rest much be shorter due to a pro-

vision that limits total floor area, 

called a floor area ratio (FAR).  

FAR forces developers to trade 

off height for building mass.   

The six-story building proposed 

illustrates this trade off. The pro-

posed building will be six stories 

on Broadway with a shorter notch 

on the southwest.  That is as tall 

as the building can be within the 

available floor area, which pre-

vents it from soaring 10 stories.  

Much taller (or more massive) 

buildings are allowed south of 

Weidler. 

The new plan envisions a very 

different development pattern in 

the Rose Quarter and Lloyd Dis-

trict.  The area around the Con-

vention Center (intersections of 

Holladay and MLK/Grand) will 

allow towers as tall as 460 feet to 

attract high end hotels and con-

dos that prefer tall buildings.  The 

area surrounding this high rise 

district will be allowed to top out 

at 325 feet, again, to attract of-

fice, condo, and mixed use devel-

opment.  Residential zoning in 

the area was also revised to shift 

it to the edges of the District. 

In summary, the NE Quadrant 

Plan envisions significant devel-

opment in the Rose Quarter and 

Lloyd District between now and 

2035, which will pressure Eliot to 

change.  The Board and Land 

Use Committee has attempted to 

protect Eliot from significant 

change since the Albina Plan was 

adopted in 1993.  In our view, the 

alternative is the destruction of 

both the historic and residential 

character of Eliot.  Until Eliot 

neighbors tell us otherwise, we 

will stay on that course. ● 

Lower Albina Urban Design Concept 
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What’s Happening on North Williams?  

Y 
ou may have noticed 

the „Now Renting‟ 

sign at the Albert just 

north of Fremont street or the dirt 

being pushed around just south of 

Fremont on the west side of N 

Williams for the future New Sea-

sons Market. But these aren‟t the 

biggest changes coming to our 

neighborhood avenue. The Port-

land Bureau of Transportation 

(PBOT) is in the process of ap-

plying for a $1 Million grant to 

make large changes in the right of 

way. 

The proposed changes include 

moving the bike lane to the left 

side of the street, widening the 

parking lanes on both sides of the 

street from 7‟ to 8‟, widening the 

travel lane from 10‟ to 12‟, and 

finally reduce the number of 

travel lanes for cars from 2 to 1. 

These changes together are de-

signed to reduce conflicts be-

tween buses, bikes, cars and pe-

destrians. The final point is im-

portant because starting in the 

summer of 2013 drivers will 

travel single file on N Williams 

between Broadway and Fargo 

streets, reducing speeding. A 3-

block section around Cook and 

Fremont will be 2 lanes, with 

slightly reduced parking on the 

west side of the street. PBOT has 

traffic models that say that traffic 

during rush hour would back up 

past Russell Street without this 2-

lane section. 

After the transformation, 

walking across N Williams will 

be a shorter trip that requires 

crossing one less lane. Bicycling 

along N Williams should be eas-

ier as well, as the bike lane will 

have buffers on both sides so that 

car doors and passing traffic are 

less of a threat. Reducing the 

abil i ty for drivers  to speed 

through the neighborhood and 

i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  a b i l i t y  f o r 

neighbors to comfortably walk 

around is part of the transforma-

tion to a more livable neighbor-

hood. ● 

By Allan Rudwick 

O 
ne of the hot button 

i s s u e s  i n  t h e  N E 

Quadrant Plan proc-

ess was bike and pedestrian 

safety, particularly along Broad-

way near I-5.  In response to a 

spate of recent vehicle/bike acci-

dents and pressure from multiple 

parties, including Eliot, City staff 

have agreed to try and speed the 

adoption of some of the proposals 

in the Plan.  One of these was to 

limit access to North Wheeler 

from Broadway as that has been a 

contributor to bike accident sta-

tistics.  To do so the City erected 

temporary wooden barriers with 

“no right turn” signs.   

To reinforce the change, Port-

land Police conducted an enforce-

ment campaign.  They did ticket 

several people attempting to de-

tour around the signs, but they 

also cited dozens of bike riders 

who ignored the stop sign on 

Flint.  One of these was a bike 

advocate to the Mayor.  And, it 

wasn‟t her first ticket for this in-

fraction!   

It is dangerous for bike riders 

to ignore traffic signs and signals, 

no more so than in this stretch of 

Broadway.  Eliot is advocating 

for safety improvements for rid-

ers, but those measures can only 

go so far if riders don‟t take care 

of their own safety by obeying 

traffic laws.  Be careful out there! 

● 

Own Worst Enemies 
By Mike Warwick 

Cross section showing a left-hand buffered bike lane  

Rendering of a left shared lane  



 

8 8 


