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Expanding a Family… The Portland Way 

O 
ver the last several 

years Portland has 

undergone a transfor-

mation of sorts with city dwellers 

getting creative in how they Ur-

ban Farm.  Many have created 

their own garden boxes to grow 

organic vegetables, planted fruit 

trees in their yards and parking 

strips, and added berry bushes to 

their landscaping, all using com-

post they‘re making from kitchen 

and yard scraps.  The latest trend 

is keeping chickens in the city. 

As a child, I loved visiting my 

grandparents on their big farm in 

Colorado each summer and col-

lecting eggs from the hen house 

every morning.  I never thought I 

would own any chickens myself 

though since I never planned on 

living on a farm.  However, times 

have changed.   

A couple of our neighbors‘ 

chickens who could fly over our 

6 foot fence began visiting us 

daily last winter.  They were very 

friendly, clucking and coming 

right up to us hoping for a hand-

o u t  o f  s o m e  c h i c k e n 

―scra t ch‖  (mixed  gra ins  & 

cracked corn).  Our dog quickly 

learned these were not critters to 

be chased and they co-existed in 

ou r  ya r d  q u i t e  w e l l .   The 

neighbors decided they no longer 

wanted to keep chickens so we 

found ourselves in a position to 

adopt. 

Not knowing very much about 

raising chickens, we first did a lot 

of research to figure out what 

we‘d be getting ourselves into 

before adopting them officially.  

We visited nearby Livingscape 

and Pistils Nurseries, and the Ur-

ban Farm Store.  We looked up 

information online, bought a hi-

larious and informative book 

called ―Keep Chickens!‖ by local 

author Barbara Kilarski, studied 

the  archi tec ture  of  various 

chicken coops, picked my sister‘s 

brain who owns a couple of 

chickens up in Olympia, and fret-

ted over whether or not we were 

ready to adopt.   

Finally, after several weeks of 

researching and continuing to 

grow fond of ―the girls‖ whom by 

this time we had named (Betty, 

Claire, Dotty), we decided to 

―pull the trigger‖ and start build-

ing a coop for them.  My hus-

band, who I refer to as ‗The Gen-

ius‘ when it comes to building 

things, bought a bunch of lumber, 

screws, hardware cloth, hinges, 

and latches.  With my limited 

help, mostly consisting of hold-

ing things and handing him tools, 

he took that pile of stuff and 

transformed it into a beautiful 

little chicken coop.   

Next we had to teach the hens 

that the coop we built was their 

new house, even though we‘d be 

letting them out each morning to 

roam the yard all day hunting for 

grubs.  With the help of the 

neighbor,  who is  an expert 

chicken catcher, we brought them 

to their new dwelling one eve-

ning after they had perched in a 

tree.  Chickens have poor eye 

sight in the dark so they look for 

a place to perch for the night 

around dusk. It took a few eve-

nings, but soon the hens learned 

the coop was more comfortable, 

warmer, and safer than perching 

in an unprotected tree next door.   

Over the next several weeks, 

we got acclimated to life with 

chickens, learning something new 

every day and enjoying their little 

personalities.  Claire is a Black 

Sumatra and talks (clucks) to us 

non-stop.  Dotty, the New Hamp-

shire or Rhode Island Red seems 

to be the alpha chicken and is al-

ways first to get our hand-outs.   

She also was the quickest to learn 

where her new home was and 

makes a big beautiful brown egg 

almost every day.  Betty is a 

Golden Spangled Hamburg and is 

By Tamille Lundmark 

“The Girls” outside of their coop 

the prettiest of the bunch.  She is 

a bit skittish around people how-

ever and has taken the longest to 

be comfortable eating out of our 

hands.   

Cleaning the coop weekly is a 

must for city chickens. It keeps 

the neighbors and owners happy 

by reducing the odor. It has 

proven to be quicker and easier 

than I had imagined, while add-

ing great nutrients to our compost 

bin.  They do however like to 

poop everywhere around the yard 

and although our dog thinks he‘s 

in treat heaven, his belly doesn‘t 

always agree.  That continues to 

be an ongoing struggle.  We have 

accepted that some of our fragile 

plants will not survive the con-

stant chicken scratching, but the 

more established larger plants 

seem to be doing just fine.  We 

also had to construct a short fence 

around our vegetable garden 

boxes since it seems to be their 

favorite place to find worms.   

When we come home from 

work in the evenings, the girls 

come running over to us for a 

nice greeting and some scratch.  

My husband can get Claire and 

Dotty to hop up on his lap and let 

him pet them while feeding them. 

While we‘re working out in the 

yard, they are great companions 

keeping us company hoping we‘ll 

dig up something for easy worm 

catching.  As an adult, I still en-

joy checking the hen house each 

day to collect the eggs.  Between 

the three of them we average 

about two per day.  Their fresh 

eggs are amazing and don‘t com-

pare to the store-bought ones. 

Like any pet, chickens come 

with some challenges and respon-

sibilities, but they also provide 

tasty eggs and hours of entertain-

ment. If you‘ve been considering 

getting chickens for your back-

yard, it can be a great experience.  

They make me laugh every day 

with their quirkiness.  They are 

not high maintenance pets, but 

chicken keeping is a commitment 

since they can live up to 10 years.   

Within Portland City limits, 

homeowners are allowed up to 3 

hens (no roosters).  The coop 

should be kept far enough away 

from your house as well as the 

neighbors‘ houses to avoid foul 

odors or occasional clucking to 

be a nuisance.  They need fresh 

food, water, and shelter from the 

elements and predators.  They‘re 

very happy to spend their days 

scratching around the yard for 

bugs and giving themselves dust 

baths in the sunshine.  Be sure to 

check out our local nurseries that 

have a wealth of information.  A 

few close to Eliot  are Liv-

ingscape, 3926 N. Vancouver 

Ave, livingscape.com and Pistils 

Nursery, 3811 N. Mississippi 

Ave, pistilsnursery.com.  Or, just 

a few miles away you can find a 

vast selection at the Urban Farm 

Store at  2100 SE Belmont , 

www.urbanfarmstore.com. ● 
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Eliot Neighborhood Association 
The Eliot Neighborhood Association is a nonprofit corporation whose 
members are the residents and business owners of the Eliot 
Neighborhood. Its purpose is to inform Eliot residents about issues 
affecting the neighborhood through meetings, newsletters and 
other activities. Members of the neighborhood association must be 
over 14 years old and live, own property, have a business, or repre-
sent a nonprofit within the neighborhood. The Eliot Neighborhood 
Association was founded in 1969. It is recognized by the City of 
Portland, is a member of the Northeast Coalition of Neighborhoods, 
Inc., and has representatives on several other groups and commit-
tees. 
 

Eliot Board 
Board Officers 

Allan Rudwick - Chair 
arudwick@gmail.com - 503-703-3910 
Angela Kremer – Vice Chair 
angelahkremer@gmail.com – 503-284-9136 
Kristen Yates - Recorder 
kyates@voaor.org - 503-802-0299  
Clint Lundmark – Newsletter Editor 
clintlundmark@gmail.com – 503-552-8678 
Tamille Lundmark – Treasurer  
tamillelundmark@gmail.com –503-552-8678 

 
Board Directors 

Alan Sanchez – alanrsanchez@gmail.com – 503-288-4489 
Amanda Milholland – amilholland@portcitydevelopment.org  
Barry Joe Stull – cannabisboo@yahoo.com 
Jim Hlava – jim@cascadiabhc.org – 509-998-3406 
Joan Ivan – ivan0117@comcast.net – 503-265-5868 
John Engleheart – johnengleheart@gmail.com 
Julie Woelfer – juliewol2@hotmail.com – 503-799-6006  
Kirsten Jenkins  – kirstenjenkins@hotmail.com – 503-515-6633 
Laurie Simpson – laurie@mosiarch.com – 503-280-1005 
Pamela Weatherspoon -  paweathe@lhs.org  – 503-413-4630 
Pauline Bradford – 503.287.7138 (fax) – 503-281-6635 

 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 
Mike Warwick – LUTC Chair 
mike.warwick@pnl.gov – 503-284-7010  
Laurie Simpson – LUTC Vice Chair 
laurie@mosiarch.com – 503-280-1005 
Allan Rudwick - arudwick@gmail.com - 503-703-3910 
Clint Lundmark – clintlundmark@gmail.com – 503-552-8678 
Jason Franklin – jasonwfranklin@gmail.com 
Kirsten Jenkins  – kirstenjenkins@hotmail.com – 503-515-6633 

 

Eliot Monthly Meetings 
If you live or work in Eliot, you are welcome and encouraged to at-
tend the monthly meetings of the Eliot Neighborhood Association, 
which are held the second Monday of each month at 7 pm at 
Emanuel Hospital. It’s a great opportunity to meet your neighbors, 
stay informed about what’s going on in Eliot, help build a stronger 
community, and have input into decisions that may affect you. Also 
consider joining a committee or becoming a board member. 
Emanuel Hospital, Medical Office Building, West Conference Room, 
501 N. Graham St. 
 

Eliot News 
Eliot News is published four times a year by the Eliot Neighborhood 
Association. It is delivered or mailed free of charge to every address 
in the neighborhood. It does not have a ISBN. 

 
Editor: Clint Lundmark 
clintlundmark@gmail.com -  503-552-8678 
Layout:  Clint Lundmark 
Advertising: Clint Lundmark 
Delivery: Susan Bailey 
baileywick97212@msn.com - 503-284-7010  

 
Rights to articles are retained by the author. Opinions of the au-
thors do not necessarily reflect the official positions of the Eliot 
Neighborhood Association. 

www.eliotneighborhood.org 
info@eliotneighborhood.org 

Upcoming Eliot Neighborhood Association Meetings 
 

Board Meeting - Monday July 9th 
Board Meeting - Monday August 13th 
Board Meeting - Monday  September 10th 

 
Meetings typically held at Emanuel Hospital Medical Office 
Building, West Conference Room, 501 N Graham, Portland OR.  
 
For more information see eliotneighborhood.org. 

Printed on recycled paper. 

Category Size  1x 2x 3x 4x 

1/16 Page 4.9‖ W x 1.8‖ H $24 $44 $60 $72 

1/8 page 4.9‖ W x 3.8‖ H $40 $73 $100 $122 

1/4 page 4.9‖ W x 7.8‖ H $68 $123 $168 $204 

1/2 Page 10‖ W x 7.8‖ H $114 $207 $283 $343 

Full Page 10‖ W x 15.8‖ H $191 $348 $475 $576 

ELIOT NEWS AD RATES 
 

Eliot News has a per issue circulation of 3,000 and is hand delivered or mailed 

to nearly 100% of the homes and businesses in the Eliot neighborhood.  

 

Eliot News is an 8 page 11‖ x 17‖ black and white tabloid newspaper pub-

lished four times a year in January, April, July and October. 

 

Ad deadlines are December 15, March 15, June 15, and September 15.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ad rates and sizes effective January 1st 2012 

Map of Eliot Neighborhood 
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G 
one are the days when 

going to a sports bar 

m e a n t  v i s i t i n g  a 

smoke filled, dingy bar with 

greasy food.  Now there is a 

choice when you want to join fel-

low fans or rivals for a fun spir-

ited couple of hours cheering on 

your favorite team.  In the last 

few years several ―new genera-

tion‖ sports bars have popped up 

around town, but none here in 

Eliot until now. 

Tavin‘s  Pub opened their 

doors on May 1st in the middle of 

the neighborhood.  The pub fea-

tures 5 or 6 good sized flat panel 

TV‘s as well as a large projector 

screen—perfect for those games 

when almost everyone is cheering 

for the same team.  The pub is 

clean and welcoming, with com-

fortable chairs in case the game 

goes into over time. 

Best of all, Tavin‘s has great 

food.  Think of it as a sports bar, 

Portland style.  Sure, you can get 

a burger and fries, but it‘s a really 

good burger and if you like, you 

can get it Luau style.  The fries 

come with Tavin‘s special sauce 

which is a spicy, creamy concoc-

tion that is fabulous. 

When you go there, don‘t just 

assume you will get that burger 

and fries even though you are at a 

sports bar.  Instead, check out 

everything the menu has to offer.  

For appetizers you will find 

Prosciutto wrapped asparagus 

spears, Salmon Cakes and Risotto 

Balls stuffed with brie.  For an 

entrée the list includes Parmesan 

Alfredo Chicken, Salmon Fish 

Tacos and Pesto Butter Prawns.  

Not in the mood for a full entrée? 

No problem. The sandwich list 

includes the classics and the  

unique like the Italian Chicken & 

Sugar Snap Pea.  

Even if you could care less 

about the Portland whatcha-call-

ems and the Seattle whoever-they

-are matchup, go for the food.  

The atmosphere is not so over-

whelmingly sporty that you feel 

like you have to wear a jersey or 

you will be out of place. 

Tavin‘s Pub is located on the 

corner of Russell and Rodney at 

102 NE Russell. ● 

Finally, a Sports Bar 
By Clint Lundmark 

R 
an d a l l  C h i ld r en ‘ s 

Hospital at Legacy 

Emanuel is excited to 

host a free and family friendly 

summer street fair right outside 

of their new home. The commu-

nity can participate in fun interac-

tive activities designed to help 

children get active, eat healthy 

and stay safe. 

Families may purchase bike 

helmets for $5 and snowboard 

helmets for $20. Toddler to adult 

sizes will be available; cash only. 

Car seats play a vital role in 

keeping your child safe. Please 

visit the Car Safety Seat Check-

Up, located in parking structure 4 

on N. Gantenbein Avenue. Assis-

tants will make sure that you are 

using your car safety seat prop-

erly. Please bring your used and 

damaged car safety seats and bike 

helmets and we will recycle them 

for FREE. 

Children will learn about 

healthy eating, tour the KIDS 

Team ambulance and see a fire 

truck up close. Kids will also get 

the opportunity to participate in 

hula hooping, gardening activi-

ties, thumb casting and many 

more activities hosted by Randall 

Children‘s Hospital and commu-

nity organizations.  

The event is on Saturday, July 

21 from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at 2801 

N. Gantenbein Avenue on the 

Legacy Emanuel Medical Center 

campus.  

Call (503) 335-3500 or visit 

www.legacyhealth.org/kidsonly 

for directions and more informa-

t i o n .  O r  b e  a  f r i e n d  a t : 

w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

legacychildrens. ● 

Healthy Kids’ Fair  
By Maegan Vidal  

Help make Eliot “waterwise” 
Did you know water usage in 

the Portland Metro area can more 

than double and even triple dur-

ing the summer months? We Ore-

gonians work hard to keep our 

lawns and gardens green in hot 

and dry weather. Many of us 

have heard the advice to water 

our lawn about an inch a week – 

and more during hotter weather - 

but few of us actually know what 

that means. In fact, many people 

actually overwater their lawns 

without realizing it.  

 Top Five ―waterwise‖  tips: 

1. Water lawns and gardens 

early in the morning (before 10 

am) or later in the evening (after 

6 pm) when temperatures are 

cooler and evaporation is mini-

mized. 

2. Adjust your sprinklers so 

they are watering your lawn and 

garden and not the street. 

3. Water in several short ses-

sions rather than one long session 

to allow for better absorption and 

to prevent run-off. 

4. Adjust your mower to a 

higher setting. A taller lawn pro-

vides shade to the roots and helps 

retain soil moisture, so your lawn 

requires less water. 

5. Add a shut-off nozzle to 

your garden hose and save about 

5-7 gallons of water each minute 

your hose is on. 

To receive a free watering 

gauge kit, call 503-823-7528 or 

email 

RWPCinfo@portlandoregon.gov 

(include your mailing address, 

water provider name and how 

you heard about the offer).  

Visit the Regional Water Pro-

viders Consortium  website - 

www.conserveh2o.org - for more 

information. ● 

Tavin’s Pub  

Active Listings bed bath sq ft price

2821 NE Rodney 5 5 2880 $334,000

311 NE Monroe 3 1 2806 $349,900

528 NE Sacramento 3 3.1 1853 $439,000

47 NE Tillamook 3 3 2580 $474,900

Pending Listings bed bath sq ft price

2682 NE 6th Place 2 2.1 1307 $249,000

2601 NE 6th Place 3 2.1 1392 $259,000

627 NE Graham 4 1.1 1615 $265,000

35 NE Tillamook 3 3 1286 $279,900

3324 NE Rodney Ave 3 2.1 1475 $343,672

3312 NE Rodney Ave 3 2.1 1475 $346,000

106 NE Ivy 3 3.1 1637 $367,900

Sold Listings bed bath sq ft price

537 NE Russell 3 2 2230 $247,500

130 NE Knott 3 1 1866 $307,000

500 NE Brazee 2 2.1 1748 $335,000

528 NE Sacramento 3 3.1 2040 $350,000

101 NE Cook 3 3.1 1683 $350,675

2134 NE 7th Ave 3 2 3279 $353,500

119 NE Cook 3 3.1 2050 $421,291

3815 NE Rodney Ave 4 2.1 2790 $440,500

209 NE Fargo 5 3 2565 $455,000
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Baileywick Properties 
Saving and Improving Housing in Eliot 

Neighborhood for 33 Years. 

Houses and Apartments for rent. 

(503) 806-3502 

 

Breakfast/Coffee/Cafés 

Bridges Café 

2716 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-288-4169 

Eliot E-Mat Café 

2808 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-280-8889 

Goldrush Coffee Bar 

2601 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-331-5955 

Tiny’s Café 

2031 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-467-4199 

 

 

Bars/Taverns 

820 

820 N. Russell St., 503-284-5518 

Bill Ray’s Dive 

2210 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd. 

Gotham Tavern 

2240 N. Interstate Ave., 503-517-9911 

McMenamin’s White Eagle Café & Saloon 

836 N. Russell St., 503-282-6810 

Secret Society 

116 NE Russell St.,503-493-3600  

Sloan’s Tavern 

36 N. Russell St., 503-287-2262 

Tavin’s Pub 

102 NE Russell St., 503-719-4890 

Widmer Gasthaus Pub 

929 N. Russell St., 503-281-3333 

 

 

Lunch/Dinner 

Chuck’s Market, J&S Grocery 

2415 N. Williams Ave., 503-281-6269 

Pepper Box 

2737 NE MLK Jr. Blvd. 

Mint 

816 N. Russell St., 503-284-5518 

OX 

2225 NE MLK Jr. Blvd, 503-284-3366 

Pizza A Go Go 

3240 N. Williams St., 503-335-0300 

Popeye’s Famous Fried Chicken 

3120 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-281-8455 

Queen of Sheba 

2413 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-287-6302 

Russell Street Bar-B-Que 

325 N.E. Russell St., 503-528-8224 

Sparky’s Pizza 

2434 N.E. MLK Jr Blvd 

Toro Bravo 

120 NE Russell St.,503-281-4464 

Tropicana Bar Be Cue 

3217 N. Williams Ave., 503-281-8696 

Under Wonder 

128 N.E. Russell St., 503-493-0371 

Waypost 

3120 N. Williams St., 503-367-3182 

Eliot Eateries Dawson Park Summer Events 
By Tamille Lundmark 

I 
t will be another busy 

summer of great family 

friendly events in Dawson 

Park this year!  The Dawson Park 

Concert Committee, made up of a 

few Eliot Neighborhood Associa-

tion board members, a concert 

loving resident, and a couple em-

ployees from Portland Parks & 

Recreation, have raised enough 

sponsorships from our local busi-

nesses to host 4 concerts and a 

movie this summer!  These are 

free to the public and are wonder-

ful events taking place in our own 

neighborhood.  Bring your fam-

ily, your friends, your dog (on a 

leash please) a blanket or low 

―beach‖ chairs, and your picnic 

basket.  

The concerts start at 6:30pm 

and last until dusk.  There will be 

a food vendors on sight at the 

concerts including The Local 

Grind (Hawaiian BBQ), Gelato 

Maestro and Pop/Corn Publish-

ers, as well as a children‘s art ac-

tivity area.  New this year,  we 

will also be providing additional 

bike racks.   

The Movie in the Park event 

will begin around 6pm with live 

music and a rock climbing wall, 

followed by the movie beginning 

at dusk. 

Nothing is better than summer 

time in the Rose City!  Come out 

and join us for some fabulous live 

music and a fun family movie.  

Dawson Park is located on N. 

Stanton between Williams and 

Vancouver.  

The Dawson Park Concert 

Committee, would like to thank 

all our sponsors: 

 

Legacy Emanuel Medical Center 

Grand Central Baking Company 

Widmer Brothers Brewing 

Albina Rotary Foundation 

New Seasons Market 

Brooks Staffing 

Eliot Neighborhood Association 

Portland Trailblazers 

Wonder Ballroom 

Pacific Continental Bank 

Tutor Doctor 

The Local Grind 

Gelato Maestro 

Pop/Corn Publishers 

The Hat (Contributions from con-

cert fans) 

These businesses and organi-

zations have been great partners.  

Without them, we wouldn‘t be 

able to host these fantastic events.  

Thank you! ● 

2011 Dawson Park concert 

Dawson Park Line Up 

 

Concerts: 

 
Wednesday July 11th 
Melao de Cuba 
(Vibrant Traditional Cuban) 
Wednesday July 18th 
Legacy Emanuel Medical 
Center presents 
Soul Vaccination  
(hot soul and funk) 
Wed July 25th 
Malcolm Noble’s Cool Breeze 
(R&B, Soul & Funk Classics) 
Wed August 1st 
Grand Central Baking Com-
pany presents  
Chata Addy and Susuma 
(Afro Highlife) 

 

Movie: 

 
Friday August 31st 
“Willy Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory” (1971)
Live music by Norman and 
The Inspirational Beets pre-
ceding the movie. 
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T 
he Ivy School, a 1st - 

8th grade public Mon-

tessori  school with 

Spanish-language study, is lo-

cated at NE 42nd street and Pres-

cott.  The school opened for the 

2009-2010 academic year and 

j u s t  c o m p l e t e d  i t s  t h i r d 

year.  Since September 2011, the 

school has been operating their 

upper elementary classrooms 

(grades 4 -  6)  in  the El iot 

neighborhood at Immaculate 

Heart's classroom building across 

from Dawson park. 

Maria's Place, a sliding scale 

Montessori preschool (a 3yr to 6 

yr community), shares the build-

ing with the upper elementary 

students. 

Back  in  September  both 

schools remodeled the building 

with a fresh coat of paint, new 

wood laminate floors and wood 

furniture.  Best of all, they re-

moved the bars that covered the 

large windows of the lovely brick 

building, opening the beautiful 

classrooms to Morris ST and N 

Williams Ave.  It is wonderful to 

walk by and see the children 

working in the classroom, and to 

see Dawson park full of children 

throughout the day! 

The mission of the Ivy school 

is to inspire children of diverse 

backgrounds to be lifelong, inde-

pendent learners who value re-

s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  e m b o d y 

peace.  The school engages in a 

dynamic Montessori curriculum 

which allows for exploration of 

the world around them. Through 

creative and challenging multi-

sensorial instruction, Ivy students 

develop critical thinking skills 

necessary to be global citi-

zens.  The Ivy educators are re-

flective by implementing best 

practices through Montessori phi-

losophy and materials, state stan-

dards, authentic assessment an 

student interest. 

The Ivy school has partnered 

with Eliot neighbor's SCRAP and 

Project Grow. The upper elemen-

tary students, along with mem-

bers of Port City (adults with dis-

abilities) also interviewed Eliot 

residents for the Eliot Oral His-

tory Project.  

Fortunately, there is still room 

in the 6, 7, and 8th grade class-

rooms for next year, and the 

school is currently wait-listing 1st 

through 5th grade. For more in-

formation, call 503-288-8820, 

email colleen@theivyschool.com, 

or go to www.theivyschool.org. 

If you see an Ivy student walk-

ing by, say hello! The school 

loves being in our neighborhood!

● 

The Ivy School comes to Eliot 
By Laurie Simpson 

The 

Crime Blotter 

H 
ello, all.  It looks like 

the nicer weather is 

joining us earlier than 

it did the last couple years.  

That‘s great for all our outdoor 

activities, but brings a few perils 

as well.  The news is good about 

warning everyone to block 2nd 

story windows at four inches so 

toddlers don‘t open them and fall 

out.  Putting a dowel in your 1st 

floor windows will allow you to 

get some airflow through the 

house without providing an easy 

way for burglars to get in while 

you are away.  Try to secure them 

so that when the window is 

closed, they don‘t fall out of the 

way and allow the window to be 

opened from there. 

Areas of Recent Concern: 

- Car Prowls:  I just looked at 

the numbers from January 1st to 

June 1st and once again larceny is 

towering above everything else.  

Over that 6 month period, every 

crime category was under 20 in-

cidents except larceny at 163.  

111 of those were car prowls 

which amounted to 68% of the 

larceny and 49% of all crime in 

the neighborhood.  Please re-

member not to leave anything in 

your car that you would like to 

keep. 

- Street Drug Dealing:  The 

bulk of the complaints I am re-

ceiving are from your neighbors 

to the north in Boise, but I still 

receive a few reports of folks 

dealing near Dawson Park.  The 

numbers show that there were 

two arrests for drugs near the 

park, and both calls were initiated 

by the Officer.  If you see any-

thing, please call. 

Recent/Upcoming Events: 

- End of School:  School is out 

and there will be plenty of under-

occupied youth looking for some-

thing to do.  Don‘t give them the 

opportunity to find their activity 

on your property.  Be outside and 

seen during the summer.  Say hi 

to the kids, and they will know 

you are paying attention. 

- July 4th:  It‘s time for fire-

works.  Have fun and stay safe. 

 

OFC Peter Helzer, NRT 

peter.helzer@portlandoregon.gov 

503-823-5818 

 

Angela Wagnon, ONI 

angela.wagnon@portlandoregon.gov 

503-823-4094  ● 

By Ofc Peter Helzer & Angela Wagnon 

 

Students in front of the Ivy School on Morris ST 
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T 
his column has de-

scribed the NE Quad-

rant Planning process 

over the past 20 months of Stake-

holder Advisory Committee 

(SAC) meetings.  That portion of 

the Central City Plan is nearing 

its end with the SAC‘s adoption 

of the Facility Plan.  The process 

has been driven by the desire of 

ODOT to expand I-5 between I-

405 and I-84 and PDOT‘s hope 

of leveraging federal freeway 

dollars for surface street improve-

ments.  Because the City‘s hope 

depends on federal money, this 

hope has always been a house of 

cards and remains so. 

The SAC process has been one 

of the better ones in my experi-

ence.  The freeway option the 

SAC supports is the least intru-

sive of nearly 100 considered.  

The surface street improvements 

selected will create the founda-

tion for a vibrant urban neighbor-

hood that is more convenient and 

safer for cars, bikes, and pedestri-

ans.  It will be an environment 

that is more likely to develop in 

ways that enhances life in Eliot.  

However, if the City‘s dreams are 

not realized, it could be a disaster 

for Eliot.  The only thing prevent-

ing that is trust that the City will 

honor its commitments to Eliot.  

While the State and City staff 

working on the project are sin-

cere, the State and the City have a 

poor record keeping their word to 

Eliot.  Accordingly, the Eliot 

Land Use Committee voted to 

oppose the draft plan. 

The vote in favor of the plan 

passed 13-3, with Eliot being 

joined in opposition by the Ir-

vington Community Association 

(ICA) and a health advocate 

stakeholder.  All of the public 

testimony also opposed the plan.  

Our position statement is posted 

on the web site. 

The image to the right shows 

the plan that was adopted. 

This snapshot doesn‘t show 

the freeway changes (numbers 1 

and 2), all of which are in the ex-

isting right-of-way and will con-

vert the current freeway bank into 

a vertical wall. Broadway and 

Weidler, Vancouver and Wil-

liams will function much as they 

do today; however south bound 

freeway traffic on Broadway and 

Broadway traffic north bound to 

Williams will be directed to a 

new 2-way Williams overcross-

ing (5) that will also include bike 

and pedestrian improvements.  In 

Eliot, the Flint overpass will be 

eliminated and traffic diverted 

onto Tillamook.  The Vancouver 

overpass will remain, but it will 

join a new overpass connecting 

Hancock to North Dixon across I-

5 (7).  The proposal anticipates 

that the freeway will be capped 

Freeway Expansion Plan Drafted – Eliot in Crosshairs? 
By Mike Warwick 

with a ―lid‖ extending from 

Weidler to north of Hancock (3 

and 4 and as noted). 

Eliot‘s concerns focus on the 

cut-through traffic the Hancock/

Dixon overcrossing and Flint/

Tillamook diversion will gener-

ate.  Connecting Hancock is in-

tended to create a Broadway by-

pass that is of particular interest 

to truckers.  It will also provide a 

new commute route for employ-

ees in Lower Albina so they can 

bypass current congestion on In-

terstate.  Finally, the east end of 

Hancock only allows right turns 

onto MLK south.  Vehicles who 

want to go north on MLK or fur-

ther east will detour to Tilla-

mook.  Increased cut-through 

traffic will destroy the residential 

character of Eliot and undermine 

its character as a Historic District.  

This is why Eliot opposed the 

entire Facility Plan. 

The City has ―promised‖ that 

traffic barriers, diverters, and 

calming measures (speed bumps 

on Tillamook) will accompany 

these changes, however, that is 

dependent on there being suffi-

cient funds and that the City hon-

ors its commitment rather than 

selling Eliot down the river to 

favor trucking and commuter in-

terests.  Those interests have al-

ways been more important to 

PDOT than Eliot, which is why 

we oppose this plan.  Frankly, we 

don‘t trust PDOT or future City 

government and we have almost 

70 years of experience to justify 

that lack of trust. 

This draft Plan will proceed 

through public hearings, where if 

reaction to the news stories is any 

indication, it will generate over-

whelming support.  As a result, 

we may have to live with it, so I 

will summarize the good and bad 

elements.  First the good: 

It is a Plan.  Transportation 

planning is a team sport, because 

all State and City projects draw 

on the same funds, mostly federal 

and state gas taxes.  This plan 

will serve multiple transportation 

planning purposes.  Traffic stud-

ies will be required for any rede-

velopment in the Rose Quarter/

Blanchard areas.  This plan will 

support those shortening review 

time. 

The surface street, bike, and 

pedestrian plans are good.  Eliot 

and other stakeholders believe 

these should be funded regard-

less.  Should funding be found, or 

our views prevail, there is a plan 

ready to implement that already 

has stakeholder support. 

The Plan includes a commit-

ment to protect Eliot against cut 

through traffic. 

The freeway plan is also a 

good plan, if you accept the 

premise it is needed.  It is the 

least intrusive, disruptive, and 

costly of all reasonable options. 

The proposal for freeway lids 

with buildings on them is a good 

idea and a first for Oregon.  The 

freeway lids are envisioned as 

extensions of the existing street 

grid across the freeway which 

would all but disappear with the I

-5 divide replaced with lively 

shops and offices. 

Eliot would be more directly 

connected to redevelopment west 

of I-5 and along Broadway.  

Once completed, the project will 

stimulate redevelopment that will 

provide new employers and ser-

vices for Eliot residents. 

Improved circulation should 

encourage more Lloyd District 

commerce, resulting in more em-

ployment and services for Eliot 

residences. 

More employment and com-

merce will increase Eliot property 

values. 

Now the bad (all of which is 

described in our letter in opposi-

tion on the web page): 

Transportation plans take on a 

life of their own.  As a joint 

ODOT/PDOT plan this one will 

assume additional credibility de-

spite neighborhood opposition. 

The ―good‖ things (surface 

s t ree t  improvement s ,  l i d s , 

―connectedness‖) depend on fed-

eral funds as an essential part of a 

freeway expansion project, which 

may not sell in the current Re-

publican and deficit cutting envi-

ronment. 

No street improvements with-

out federal freeway funds, says 

the City staff. 

Even with freeway funds, the 

City staff and Council in place at 

the time may not honor the com-

mitments made by those in place 

today. 

A long delay for engineering, 

financing, and construction will 

needlessly delay redevelopment 

anticipated from the new streetcar 

route for 8 to 10 years. 

Construction will result in dis-

ruption of traffic access to the 

area and the loss of at least two 

buildings/businesses. 

Construction will result in job 

and business losses from the 

Broadway Bridge to Lloyd Cen-

ter.  All major construction pro-

jects impose hardships on exist-

ing businesses and residents re-

sulting in layoffs and bankrupt-

cies. 

If cut-through traffic is not 

prevented, historic Eliot will 

wither away and significant his-

tory will be lost. 

The claimed benefits of the 

freeway expansion aren‘t worth 

the cost. 

In summary, there are many 

risks to Eliot.  There are many 

potential benefits to freeway 

commuters and the City as a 

whole, but few for specifically 

for Eliot and its residents.  His-

torically, the City has always 

chosen the ―civic good‖ over pro-

tecting Eliot. ● 

I-5 Broadway/Weidler Interchange Improvements 
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Land Use 101 

T 
he NE Quadrant plan-

ning process is part of 

the Central City Plan, 

which is part of the longer term 

Comprehensive Plan.  Each of 

these plans are required by State 

law and need to be updated every 

20 to 25 years.  Now that the 

transportation component of the 

Quadrant plan is ending, the land 

use component will wrap up over 

the summer.  This will only cover 

Eliot land use issues in Lower 

Albina and along Broadway.  The 

rest of Eliot (and the City) will be 

covered in the Comp Plan, due in 

two years. 

There is a lot of confusion 

about how land use planning 

works, so I offer this primer to 

prepare Eliot News readers for 

future columns discussing plan 

changes. 

Planning in Portland is re-

quired by state law as well as 

City and Metro policy.  It is im-

plemented in Portland through 

zoning.  The major zones in Eliot 

are Residential (R), Industrial (E 

and I), Commercial (C), and In-

stitutional for the Hospital. 

Lower Albina is primarily in 

the I zone.  This zone limits use 

to industrial and commercial.  

Residential uses generally aren‘t 

allowed. 

The EG and EX zones are sup-

posed to  be ―Employment‖ 

zones.  EX is more flexible than 

EG, and allows a full range of 

uses from light industrial to resi-

dential.  Eliot adopted EX zones 

in the last Comp Plan (the 1993 

Albina Plan) to protect existing 

businesses and to provide for new 

ones.  Unfortunately, the flexibil-

ity allowed in EX zones has led 

to it being used for religious insti-

tutions and low-income housing, 

which do not provide wealth cre-

ating employment.  The EX zone 

is being used on North Williams 

for high-rise housing.  The pro-

posed New Seasons store is in an 

EX zone, as will be the planned 

high rise house on that lot by 

Cook Street.  The bulk of the EX 

zoned property in Eliot is south 

of Stanton to Broadway along 

MLK.  Much of this land has 

buildings and commercial uses 

already; however, housing has 

been proposed for some of the 

vacant lots, and more housing 

proposals are likely.  Building 

height is limited to 65 feet. 

The Residential zone domi-

nates the rest of Eliot.  Residen-

tial zones have a unit density re-

quirement, unlike other zones.  

The least dense R zone in Eliot is 

R2.  A typical Eliot lot is 50 by 

125, or 6,250 SF and therefore 3 

units are required.  These units 

poses, so hopefully we will not 

see them developed.  Both RH 

and RX zoned property are ex-

pected to be developed with mass 

transit in mind; in other words, 

no or limited parking.  Because 

Eliot is well served with mass 

transit, parking is not required 

with any residential development. 

Property along Broadway is 

m o s t l y  z o n e d  C X  o r 

―commercial‖.  Building heights 

are limited by FAR as well as by 

explicit limits, although these 

vary depending on location; cen-

tral city versus elsewhere. 

In addition to these ―base‖ 

zones, there are ―overlay‖ zones 

that modify the base zone.  Most 

of Eliot is covered by a ―design‖ 

or ―d‖ overlay.  The residential 

zone also has an ―a‖ overlay that 

allows additional units that are 

―accessory‖ to the main structure.  

These are restricted in size so 

they don‘t become a back door to 

more units than allowed in the 

base zone.  The code also in-

cludes ―bonus‖ provisions in 

some areas that not only ―allow‖ 

but encourage higher density and 

height. 

Hopefully, this information 

will help understand some of the 

changes that are being proposed 

for land use in Eliot in the Quad-

rant and Comp Plans.● 

can be individual structures, of 

―flats‖ with units stacked atop 

each other.  Building heights are 

limited to 40 feet, although heat-

ing and cooling equipment on 

rooftops can exceed this limit.  

The east side of North Williams 

is mostly R1 zoning, which re-

quires 1 unit for every 1,000 SF 

of lot area.  Taller (65 feet) build-

ings are allowed as is less land-

scaping and smaller margins next 

to other lots.  Most of the lots 

along MLK north of Stanton are 

zoned RH, a high density multi-

family zone.  Twice as many 

units are expected in this zone 

than in R1, but the maximum 

number of units is determined by 

―Floor Area Ratio‖ or FAR.  As a 

result, 6 to 8 units could be con-

structed on 1,000 SF of a stan-

dard lot, leaving room for surface 

parking.  The most intensive resi-

dential zone is RX.  The blocks 

between Morris and Cook, be-

tween Vancouver and Williams 

are zoned RX.  At least 100  units 

per acre are expected in the RX 

zone, buildings up to 100 feet 

area allowed but building size 

and height is also controlled by 

FAR.  At present, these three 

blocks have scattered vacant lots, 

but are otherwise developed.  

Most of the existing structures 

are historic or serve civic pur-

By Mike Warwick 

 

 Dawson Park Summer Concerts 
Concerts start at 6:30 pm @ the Gazebo  

Williams Ave and Stanton St  

Sponsored by:  
 
Legacy Emanuel Medical Center 
Grand Central Baking Company 
Widmer Brothers Brewing Company 
Albina Rotary Club Foundation 
New Seasons Market 
Brooks Staffing 

portlandparks.org  ·  eliotneighborhood.org 

On Site Food Vendors:  
The Local Grind 
Gelato Maestro 
Pop/Corn Publishers 

Free! 

Eliot Neighborhood Association 
Portland Trail Blazers 
Wonder Ballroom 
Pacific Continental Bank 
Tutor Doctor 
 

July 11th Melao de Cuba (vibrant traditional cuban)   
July 18th Soul Vaccination  (hot soul and funk) 
 presented by Legacy Emanuel Medical Center   

July 25th Malcolm Noble’s Cool Breeze (r&b, soul & funk classics) 
Aug 1st Chata Addy and Susuma (afro highlife)  
 presented by Grand Central Baking Company 
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