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Thompson was once called Eugene  

We live and work on them. 

We  walk, bicycle, and drive on 

them, but how many of us know 

the history behind the streets of 

Eliot? Here, with help from the 

book  Por t land  Names  and 

Neighborhoods: Their Historical 

Origins, by Eugene E Snyder 

(Binford and Mort, 1979) are the 

stories of some of the neighbor-

hood’s more well known streets. 

Albina:  Both the former town 

of Albina, which became part of 

Portland in 1891, and the street of 

the same name were named for 

Mrs. Albina Page, the wife of one 

of the founders of the town. 

Williams: Named for George 

H. Williams, one of the founders 

of the town of Albina. He had a 

long career as a lawyer, politi-

cian, and banker. Williams relo-

cated to Oregon from Iowa in 

1853 when he was appointed 

Chief Justice of the Oregon Terri-

tory. He was a U.S. Senator from 

1865 – 71, and served as attorney

-general for President Grant from 

1871 to 1874. Williams was also 

the mayor from 1902 – 1905. 

Although he was one of the 

founders of Albina, he never 

lived here. He resided on the west 

side, on Third near Stark, before 

building a mansion at NW 18th 

and Couch. 

Page:  William H. Page, along 

with Williams and Russell, was 

one of the founders of Albina.  

He practiced law in Chicago, be-

fore moving to Oregon City. Page 

was appointed to the state su-

preme cour t   b y Governor 

Whiteaker. After completing his 

term on the court, he moved to 

Portland. It’s his wife that was 

the namesake of the town. 

Russell:  Named for Edwin 

Russell, one of the town’s early 

businessmen. He managed the 

Portland branch of The Bank of 

British Columbia, and was the 

third member of the group that 

laid out the townsite. 

Vancouver: In 1882, Vancou-

ver was so named because it was 

a route to Vancouver Washing-

ton. 

Morris:  Named for The Right 

Reverend B. Wistar Morris. In 

1869, Morris founded St. Helen’s 

Hall, a boarding and day school 

at the site of what is now City 

Hall. He also founded Good Sa-

maritan Hospital. He was hon-

ored with a street named after 

him in 1872. Morris remained a 

Bishop until his death in 1906, at 

age 87. 

Rodney:  This is an interest-

ing one. Rodney  Street is named 

for three maiden sisters who were 

co-founders of St. Helen’s Hall 

along with The Right Reverend 

Morris. Miss Mary Burton Rod-

ney was principle, and Misses 

Clementine and Lydia Rodney 

served as teachers. The ladies 

lived at the school, and the street 

was named for them in 1873. 

Sacramento and San Rafael:  

In the Albina plat of 1873 several 

s t reets  were  given  Spanish 

names. They were Sacramento, 

San Diego (Brazee), San Marino 

(Knott), San Mateo (Stanton), 

San  Rafael ,  Santa  Barbara 

( T i l l a m o o k ) ,  S a n t a  C r u z 

( M o r r i s ) ,  S a n t a  M o n i c a 

(Monroe), Santa Rosa (Fargo), 

and San Antonio (Graham). Of 

these, only Sacramento and San 

Rafael remain, the rest having 

been changed throughout the 

years. 

Union (now MLK):  Union 

originally had several different 

names along different intervals of 

its long length. In 1891, city lead-

ers decided each street should 

have only one name, and chris-

tened the now united street Un-

ion, after the United States. 

Fremont: Named for General 

John C Fremont who, when he 

was a captain in the Army, was 

an explorer of the Oregon coun-

Eliot Neighborhood Street Names 
By Julie Woelfer 

Street sign at Rodney (named after 3 maiden sisters)  and Morris 
(named after Reverend B. Wistar Morris) 

try. He was also the Republican 

candidate for president in 1856, 

but lost to James Buchanan.. 

These are just some of the sto-

ries behind the streets. For further 

information about this, and Port-

land history in general, the library 

of the Oregon Historical Society 

has a myriad of  information, 

along with people who are eager 

to help. And, there is no cost to 

use this for Multnomah County 

residents – just be sure to bring 

ID. 

The Central Library also has a 

section devoted to Portland his-

tory.  If you are looking for infor-

mation about your house, a good 

p l a c e  t o  s t a r t  i s :  h t t p : / /

www.multcolib.org/guides/house/ 

Happy hunting! ● 

Eliot Neighborhood Association Spring 
General Membership Meeting 

 
April 9 2012 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

Emanuel Hospital  
Medical Office Building 
West Conference Room 

501 N Graham 
 

Eliot Neighbors, please join us for the Eliot Neighbor-
hood Association Spring General Membership Meeting.  
Find out about what’s new in the neighborhood and 
how you can be involved.  For the complete agenda 

see: http://eliotneighborhood.org 
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Eliot Neighborhood Association 
The Eliot Neighborhood Association is a nonprofit corporation whose 
members are the residents and business owners of the Eliot 
Neighborhood. Its purpose is to inform Eliot residents about issues 
affecting the neighborhood through meetings, newsletters and 
other activities. Members of the neighborhood association must be 
over 14 years old and live, own property, have a business, or repre-
sent a nonprofit within the neighborhood. The Eliot Neighborhood 
Association was founded in 1969. It is recognized by the City of 
Portland, is a member of the Northeast Coalition of Neighborhoods, 
Inc., and has representatives on several other groups and commit-
tees. 
 

Eliot Board 
Board Officers 

Allan Rudwick - Chair 
arudwick@gmail.com - 503-703-3910 
Angela Kremer – Vice Chair 
angelahkremer@gmail.com – 503-284-9136 
Kristen Yates - Recorder 
kyates@voaor.org - 503-802-0299  
Clint Lundmark – Newsletter Editor 
clintlundmark@gmail.com – 503-552-8678 
Tamille Lundmark – Treasurer  
tamillelundmark@gmail.com –503-552-8678 

 
Board Directors 

Alan Sanchez – alanrsanchez@gmail.com – 503-288-4489 
Amanda Milholland – amilholland@portcitydevelopment.org  
Barry Joe Stull – cannabisboo@yahoo.com 
Jim Hlava – jim@cascadiabhc.org – 509-998-3406 
Joan Ivan – ivan0117@comcast.net – 503-265-5868 
John Engleheart – johnengleheart@gmail.com 
Julie Woelfer – juliewol2@hotmail.com – 503-799-6006  
Kirsten Jenkins  – kirstenjenkins@hotmail.com – 503-515-6633 
Laurie Simpson – laurie@mosiarch.com – 503-280-1005 
Pamela Weatherspoon -  paweathe@lhs.org  – 503-413-4630 
Pauline Bradford – 503.287.7138 (fax) – 503-281-6635 

 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 
Mike Warwick – LUTC Chair 
mike.warwick@pnl.gov – 503-284-7010  
Laurie Simpson – LUTC Vice Chair 
laurie@mosiarch.com – 503-280-1005 
Allan Rudwick - arudwick@gmail.com - 503-703-3910 
Clint Lundmark – clintlundmark@gmail.com – 503-552-8678 
Jason Franklin – jasonwfranklin@gmail.com 
Kirsten Jenkins  – kirstenjenkins@hotmail.com – 503-515-6633 

 

Eliot Monthly Meetings 
If you live or work in Eliot, you are welcome and encouraged to at-
tend the monthly meetings of the Eliot Neighborhood Association, 
which are held the second Monday of each month at 7 pm at 
Emanuel Hospital. It’s a great opportunity to meet your neighbors, 
stay informed about what’s going on in Eliot, help build a stronger 
community, and have input into decisions that may affect you. Also 
consider joining a committee or becoming a board member. 
Emanuel Hospital, Medical Office Building, West Conference Room, 
501 N. Graham St. 
 

Eliot News 
Eliot News is published four times a year by the Eliot Neighborhood 
Association. It is delivered or mailed free of charge to every address 
in the neighborhood. It does not have a ISBN. 

 
Editor: Clint Lundmark 
clintlundmark@gmail.com -  503-552-8678 
Layout:  Clint Lundmark 
Advertising: Clint Lundmark 
Delivery: Susan Bailey 
baileywick97212@msn.com - 503-284-7010  

 
Rights to articles are retained by the author. Opinions of the au-
thors do not necessarily reflect the official positions of the Eliot 
Neighborhood Association. 

www.eliotneighborhood.org 
info@eliotneighborhood.org 

Baileywick Properties 
Saving and Improving Housing in Eliot 

Neighborhood for 33 Years. 

Houses and Apartments for rent. 

(503) 806-3502 

Upcoming Eliot Neighborhood  
Association Meetings 

General Membership  Meeting - Monday April 9th 
Board Meeting - Monday May 14th 
Board Meeting - Monday June 11th 

 
Meetings typically held at Emanuel Hospital Medical Office 
Building, West Conference Room, 501 N Graham, Portland OR.  
 
For more information see eliotneighborhood.org. 

Eliot Neighborhood Spring Cleanup 

Saturday May 19th 9 am—1 pm 
Graham Street Between Vancouver and Williams 

 
Pick up assistance available for our senior and disabled residents.  Call 
ahead .  One load limit. Have Questions?  Want to Volunteer?  Please 

Contact Julie at 503-799-6006, juliewol2@hotmail.com.  

Printed on recycled paper. 

Category Size  1x 2x 3x 4x 

1/16 Page 4.9” W x 1.8” H $24 $44 $60 $72 

1/8 page 4.9” W x 3.8” H $40 $73 $100 $122 

1/4 page 4.9” W x 7.8” H $68 $123 $168 $204 

1/2 Page 10” W x 7.8” H $114 $207 $283 $343 

Full Page 10” W x 15.8” H $191 $348 $475 $576 

ELIOT NEWS AD RATES 
 

Eliot News has a per issue circulation of 3,000 and is hand delivered or mailed 

to nearly 100% of the homes and businesses in the Eliot neighborhood.  

 

Eliot News is an 8 page 11” x 17” black and white tabloid newspaper pub-

lished four times a year in January, April, July and October. 

 

Ad deadlines are December 15, March 15, June 15, and September 15.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ad rates and sizes effective January 1st 2012 

Map of Eliot Neighborhood 
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What good is a neighborhood association? 

In Portland, we have a unique 

way of governing our city. With a 

mayor and 4 city commissioners, 

elections and politics can be in-

teresting, but there are some other 

quirks.  One is our Office of 

Neighborhood Involvement 

(ONI) and the neighborhood sys-

tem. Eliot is a member of the 

Northeast Coalition of Neighbor-

hoods (NECN), which receives 

ONI and other funding to voice 

concerns from northeast Portland. 

The Eliot Neighborhood Asso-

ciation (ENA) has been a primary 

contact point between residents 

and the City of Portland since 

1969. A number of neighborhood 

associations formed in Portland 

around that time for 3 reasons: 

urbanization plans in  inner 

neighborhoods, new planning 

practices, and increased federal 

requirements for citizen involve-

ment.  

Over the years, the ENA has 

weighed in on many city deci-

sions and organized many, many 

events.  We have two main roles. 

We are a grass-roots citizen in-

volvement system and a bottom 

tier of city bureaucracy. The city 

comes to us for input on projects 

of all sizes and flavors, and we 

are a place where citizens can 

drive issues and advocate for 

change and improvement in our 

neighborhood. If we have con-

cerns  b igger  t han  jus t  ou r 

neighborhood, we often bring 

them to the NECN to get a larger 

voice. 

Made up of residents, business 

owners, non-profit workers and 

others who care for our neighbor-

hood, the ENA has the power to 

appeal city decisions and strives 

to be a force for good in the 

neighborhood. We review plans 

for development, support charita-

ble organizations and events, gar-

den in the community, sit on city 

committees, receive crime reports 

and interact with our neighbor-

hood police officer, and talk to 

city representatives. We can pro-

vide support, guidance and some-

t i m e s  f u n d i n g  t o  c i t i z e n -

suggested events, community 

gardening efforts and we try to 

address citizen concerns. We 

fundraise through our neighbor-

hood cleanup once a year (May 

19, 9am-1pm). 

On April 9th, we will have a 

representative from Portland Pub-

lic Schools headlining our meet-

ing. Drop in to see your city and 

neighbors in action. The ENA 

board meets the 2nd Monday of 

e v e r y  m o n t h .  P l e a s e  s e e 

www.eliotneighborhood.org for 

agendas and more information. 

I’m looking forward to meeting 

you there. ● 

By Allan Rudwick 

O 
n Saturday February 

11th Eliot neighbor-

hood turned a little 

less gray and a little greener. 

New trees were planted in the 

neighborhood at  the annual 

Friend of Trees neighborhood 

planting.  As has been tradition 

the last few years, Eliot joined 

Boise, Humboldt and King to 

plant tress in North and Northeast 

Portland. 

Before the volunteers starting 

turning Portland gray to green, 

Charlie Hales, Friend of Trees 

board member, mentioned that 

Portland is the only city whose 

urban tree canopy is actually in-

creasing.  Eliot neighborhood 

contributed to the trend by plant-

ing 18 trees.  Overall, for the en-

tire day, nearly 200 trees were 

planted in the 4 neighborhoods. 

This planting was the 4th year 

that the Timbers Army volun-

teered.  Wearing their Portland 

Timbers ponderosa green and 

yellow gear “the army” chanted 

for Scot Thompson, Alumni Am-

bassador as he spoke at the open-

ing rally.  Timber Joey, the team 

mascot  jo ined  “ the  arm y” , 

neighbors, and other planting vol-

unteers to make our part of the 

city a little bit better place to live 

Special thanks to the follow-

ing for providing volunteers, food 

and drink to make the planting a 

success: 

Cha Cha Cha 

Goldrush Cofee Bar 

Grand Central Bakery 

Mississippi Pizza 

Noahs 

Pizza A Go Go 

Por Que No 

Sparkeys Pizza 

Timbers Army 

The Fresh Pot 

Widmer Brothers Brewing 

...and thanks to all the volun-

teers  who donated  t ime or 

brought  homemade yumm y 

goodness like bread, cake, chili, 

and soup.● 

A Little Greener 
By Clint Lundmark 

Members of the Timbers Army Planting a Tree in Eliot  

S X G P U G P S F P V J S J B  

C C Q M T U O R R B J R F O W  

J A L X P L C R C E O E T T J  

I C H T U G I F H A P I T A D  

I B D F M S L C C T Q P G T R  

O X A E P C A R R O T A E O I  

G V J S K N N E R M B R I P J  

L V K D I O T B E A N S I L E  

R S R P N L R M T T D N X K A  

R O S I W S O U T O I I E J L  

E C O R N M R C Z H F P S L I  

P N C L E T T U C E R B I H E  

W M N T F R E C Y O F C U T Z  

I C F R J N U M Q J R I W D D  

Q M X G E Z L R J O F B A T R  

BASIL 

BEAN 

BEAT 

BROCCOLI 

CARROT 

CILANTRO 

CORN 

CUCUMBER 

LETTUCE 

ONION 

PARSNIP 

PEA 

PEPPER 

POTATO 

PUMPKIN 

RADISH 

RUTABAGA 

SPINACH 

TOMATO 

ZUCCHINI 

Vegetables to plant in your garden 

Word Find 

Map of NECN Neighborhoods 
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Breakfast/Coffee/Cafés 

 

Bridges Café 

2716 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-288-4169 

Eliot E-Mat Café 

2808 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-280-8889 

Goldrush Coffee Bar 

2601 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-331-5955 

Tiny’s Café 

2031 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-467-4199 

 

 

Bars/Taverns 

 

820 

820 N. Russell St., 503-284-5518 

Bill Ray’s Dive 

2210 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd. 

Gotham Tavern 

2240 N. Interstate Ave., 503-517-9911 

McMenamin’s White Eagle Café & Saloon 

836 N. Russell St., 503-282-6810 

Secret Society 

116 NE Russell St.,503-493-3600  

Sloan’s Tavern 

36 N. Russell St., 503-287-2262 

Widmer Gasthaus Pub 

929 N. Russell St., 503-281-3333 

 

 

Lunch/Dinner 

 

Chuck’s Market, J&S Grocery 

2415 N. Williams Ave., 503-281-6269 

Pepper Box 

2737 NE MLK Jr. Blvd. 

Mint 

816 N. Russell St., 503-284-5518 

Pizza A Go Go 

3240 N. Williams St., 503-335-0300 

Popeye’s Famous Fried Chicken 

3120 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-281-8455 

Queen of Sheba 

2413 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-287-6302 

Russell Street Bar-B-Que 

325 N.E. Russell St., 503-528-8224 

Sparky’s Pizza 

2434 N.E. MLK Jr Blvd 

Toro Bravo 

120 NE Russell St.,503-281-4464 

Tropicana Bar Be Cue 

3217 N. Williams Ave., 503-281-8696 

Under Wonder 

128 N.E. Russell St., 503-493-0371 

Waypost 

3120 N. Williams St., 503-367-3182 

Eliot Eateries 2nd Annual Boise-Eliot Music Festival 
By Amanda Milholland 

M 
usic and commu-

nity celebration is 

what the Second 

Annual Boise-Eliot Music Festi-

val is all about.  May 11th and 

12th Port City will host the Sec-

ond Annual Boise-Eliot Music 

Festival in North Portland.  This 

community-building event is a 

fundraiser for Port City’s innova-

tive employment and skills build-

ing programs, which empower 

adults with developmental dis-

abilities and engage Boise and 

Eliot neighbors and Portland 

metro residents. 

Port City hosted the inaugural 

Boise-Eliot Music Festival last 

May.  Musicians and music lov-

ers occupied each room and the 

parking lot of the two-block Port 

City facility with banjos, guitars, 

mandolins, and vocalists in full 

swing.   Food carts filled the air 

with the rich smells of barbecue 

and waffles.  In the evening, 

square dancers stomped and spun 

to an old time beat and the 

caller’s lead.  Over 300 people of 

all ages, with and without dis-

abilities attended the inaugural 

festival creating an atmosphere of 

community inclusion and contri-

bution to Port City’s fundraising 

goals. 

Of the inaugural 2011 festival 

band member Pat Connell from 

Whistlin’ Rufus reported, “Music 

never sounds sweeter than when 

it is played from the heart. The 

Boise-Eliot Music Festival is all 

about heart.”  This inclusive, all 

ages event is a fundraiser for Port 

City’s innovative employment, 

and skills building programs. Port 

City programs employ and em-

power adults with developmental 

disabilities from the Portland 

metro area and engage commu-

nity members through art shows, 

special events, and urban farming 

projects. 

In partnership with the North-

east Coalition of Neighborhoods, 

the Eliot Neighborhood Associa-

tion and the Secret Society, Port 

City is excited to host the Second 

Annual Boise-Eliot Music Festi-

val on May 11th and 12th.  This 

community event has a strong 

focus on bringing neighbors and 

community members together to 

enjoy music and experience the 

richness of our diverse commu-

nity. 

The Second Annual Boise-

Eliot Music Festival will start 

with a gala event at the Secret 

Society Ballroom on May 11th 

from 7:00 PM to 11:00 pm.  The 

Gala will feature music by local 

favorites Swing Papillion and the 

Daniel Noland Combo as well as 

a silent auction, and h’orderves. 

On May 12th come with your 

instruments, friends and family 

members to the all day bluegrass 

and old time festival on Williams 

and Tillamook avenues at Port 

City.  Music workshops start at 

11:00 am and performances are 

from 1:00 pm to 11:00 pm. Fea-

tured bands include: Kathy Boyd 

and Phoenix Rising, Wayward 

Vessel, Eight Dollar Mountain, 

the Mighty Lonesomes, Whistlin’ 

Rufus, Steer Crazy, the Lex 

Browning Band, and 4 on the 

Floor.  The evening will culmi-

nate with bluegrass, old time and 

square dancing on the main stage 

as well as rock music perform-

ances in the Gallery at Port City. 

Visit the Port City website for 

more information about the Sec-

ond Annual Boise-Eliot Music 

Festival and to purchase tickets: 

www.portcitydevelopment.org. ● 

2011 Boise-Eliot Music Festival in the Port City Gallery 
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W 
e have a bargain-

hunt ing  lover ’ s 

paradise right here 

in our neighborhood!  If you 

don’t know about the Title Wave 

Bookstore you will want to check 

it out.  It is located at 216 NE 

Knott between MLK and Rodney 

Avenue.   

The building, designed in the 

Spanish Renaissance Revival 

Style, was built in 1912 as the 

original Albina Branch Library, 

which means it will be celebrat-

ing a 100 years this coming Octo-

ber.  In 2009, it was renovated to 

comply with the Americans with 

Disabilities Act.  I met with Rod 

Richards, the store’s only em-

ployee, who gave me a full tour 

of this amazing building.   

The other 50 or so people that 

work there are all faithful volun-

teers ranging from 20-89 years in 

age.  7 of the volunteers have 

been there since the Title Wave 

opened for business in 1988.   

The books, CDs, and DVDs, 

discards from Multnomah County 

Library’s collection, are removed 

from the library’s computer cata-

log, stamped, sorted, researched, 

priced and shelved for retail.  The 

books prices are very low starting 

at $2 for a hard cover book, 75 

cents for a paperback, CDs and 

DVDs for $1, and magazines for 

25 cents.  Everything is always 

for sale, but every Wednesday 

there are special sales.  There are 

also big sales during the year.  

All proceeds go back to the Mult-

nomah Country Library.  

You can find rare books at the 

Title Wave by searching the web-

site.  If you are looking for an old 

Oregonian article or newspaper, 

you can do your search on line by 

using a keyword and the date 

through the Multnomah County 

Library website.  Rod mentioned 

this while taking me on tour of 

the lower basement levels of the 

bookstore.  There are 3 lower lev-

els that house almost every issue 

ever printed of the Oregonian as 

well as old New York Times, and 

other newspapers.  The public 

can call the Central Library to ask 

for access to these. 

The Title Wave will begin of-

fering an educator discount start-

ing March 26th.  Right now the 

hours are Monday through Satur-

day 10-4.  Starting April 4, it will 

be open later on Wednesdays and 

Thursdays until 6 pm.   

The Title Wave is the perfect 

place to buy a National Geo-

graphic from most any year back 

to as early as the 1920’s!   It is 

also a cool place to pick up gifts 

The Title Wave Used Bookstore 
By Kirsten Jenkins  

whether it is a kids book, cook-

book, travel book, coffee table 

book, or magazine.  You can do-

nate your old magazines here too.   

Drop off is at the side of the 

store from 8 am to 4:45 pm Mon-

day through Friday.  They have 

snacks for sale at the bookstore 

and a pop machine in case you 

get thirsty or need something to 

munch on while browsing.   

Next time you have the time, 

make sure you stop and check out 

this hidden treasure!  It will defi-

nitely make you smile.  As one 

Title Wave Bookstore 

Active Listings bed bath sq ft price 

607 N Fargo 3 1.1 1058 $239,900 
537 NE Russell 3 2.1 1356 $270,000 
35 NE Tillamook 3 3 1286 $279,900 
2821 NE Rodney 5 5 2880 $334,000 
     
Pending Listings bed bath sq ft price 

2107 N Vancouver 4 2.2 5070 $425,000 
2682 NE 6th Pl 2 2.1 1307 $249,000 
719 NE Tillamook 3 3 1504 $284,950 
107 NE Cook 3 3.1 1637 $339,950 
101 NE Cook 3 3.1 1683 $349,950 
520 NE Sacramento 3 3.1 2040 $384,900 
119 NE Cook 3 3.1 2050 $419,000 
     
Sold Listings bed bath sq ft price 

3108 N Williams 4 2 2974 $150,000 
16 NE Ivy 2 1 1021 $105,500 
423 NE Sacramento 2 1 2076 $160,000 
426 NE Fargo 3 2 2480 $226,000 
2919 NE Rodney 2 1 2274 $246,000 
51 NE Graham 3 2 2466  $250,000 
626 NE San Rafael 3 2 2361 $285,000 
76 NE San Rafeal 3 2 2646 $310,000 
39 NE Thompson 3 3 1908 $317,000 
200 NE Thompson 3 2 1928 $359,279 
506 NE Ivy 4 2 3320 $384,000 

 

reviewer commented, “My crush 

on the Multnomah County Li-

brary only got bigger when I 

went in to the Title Wave Book-

store for the first time”. 

To keep up with what is hap-

pening at the Title Wave you can 

look up their Facebook page:  

http://www.facebook.com/

TitleWaveBookstore or visit their 

website: www.multcolib.org/

titlewave. ● 

I 
n case you hadn’t already 

heard…a News Seasons 

Mark e t  i s  comin g t o 

Eliot!  On January 5th New Sea-

sons Market announced they in-

tend to open a store on the 

“Bakery Blocks” – the parcel of 

land bordered by Cook, Williams, 

Fremont and Vancouver.  The 

13th New Seasons store is ex-

pected to open in 2013. 

Corporate headquarters for the 

Portland based company moved 

to Eliot in 2008.  In what has 

been termed a “food desert”,  the 

neighborhood has been longing 

for a market as well.  Claudia 

Knotek, New Seasons Commu-

nity Relations, visited the January 

Eliot Neighborhood Association 

board meeting shortly after the 

announcement. When she men-

tioned the new Eliot store it was 

greeted with applause from those 

in attendance.  I think it is safe to 

say neighbors are excited! 

For more information visit the 

New Seasons web site.  

http://www.newseasonsmarket.com/

● 

New Seasons Coming to Eliot 
By Clint  Lundmark 

Proposed location for New Seasons 
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L 
ori Simpson and I have 

represented Eliot in a 

joint State/City effort 

to plan the NE quadrant of the as 

part of the larger Central City 

Plan.  The Central City includes 

all of downtown as well as the 

Southeast Industrial area and our 

quadrant that is the area from the 

river east to 15th, south of Broad-

way to I-84, including Lower Al-

bina and part of Eliot west of 

Williams south of Russell.  The 

process is near its end after 15 

months of meetings.  This link 

provides access to the formal pro-

ceedings, which are well worth 

r e v i e w i n g :  h t t p : / /

www.portlandonline.com/bps/

index.cfm?c=53257.  

Recent weeks have seen a lot 

of activity and agreements on 

major points among stakeholders 

in our neighborhood.  Two coali-

tions have emerged to focus on 

two areas/issues.  The first is the 

area around the Broadway Bridge 

west of I-5 and above Lower Al-

bina.  I am calling it South Albina 

since the residential area of Eliot 

was historically known as Upper 

Albina.  This area includes two 

historic properties (the Para-

mount Apartments and the Left 

Bank/Jumptown buildings) along 

with the Rose Quarter.  The other 

area is the Broadway Corridor, 
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which runs from the bridge 

through Irvington; a corridor 

shared by Eliot, Irvington, Sulli-

van’s Gulch and the Lloyd Dis-

trict. 

Freeway Proposal 

 The State proposes to widen 

the freeway in order to reduce 

accidents and congestion caused 

by vehicles weaving across lanes 

to enter and exit I-5.  Over 80 

different options have been 

evaluated and only a few remain.  

Basically an auxiliary lane will 

run along both sides of I-5 be-

tween I-405 and I-84.  The on 

and off ramps will be extended as 

m u c h  a  p o s s i b l e  a n d  t h e 

southbound entry may be relo-

cated.  All options will require 

overpasses to be removed and 

reconstructed, including Flint, 

Vancouver, Williams, Broadway 

and Weidler.  There has been dis-

cussion of not replacing Flint and 

relocating Vancouver to the west 

side of I-5 more or less where 

Flint is today.  That would put 

Vancouver next to the Paramount 

Apartments, which is unaccept-

able to them.  As part of that pro-

posal, the new overpass would 

also connect to Williams by ex-

tending Hancock.  That would 

allow traffic to cut through the 

Eliot Historic District, which is 

unacceptable to Eliot.  It would 

also direct traffic to Williams 

from Wheeler south of Weidler, 

which is unacceptable to the Left 

Bank, Blazers, and both the Para-

mount and Madrona apartments.  

The South Albina stakeholder 

group is united in opposition to 

relocation of the Vancouver and 

Williams overpasses.  After sev-

eral meetings between City staff 

and the owners individually and 

the South Albina stakeholder 

group, we appear to have agree-

ment that those overpasses won’t 

be relocated.  If the freeway is 

widened, they would still have to 

be reconstructed.  The future of 

Flint is unclear due to uncertain-

ties about the design of a future 

Hancock overpass.   

Eliot and our partners in South 

Albina wants our Historic District 

protected from cut through traf-

fic.  The City is working to iden-

tify ways to redevelop the School 

district property, including the 

Blanchard building and the sev-

eral blocks of parking lots for it.  

They have approached both de-

velopers and prospective tenants 

about their plans and the current 

access to the site using Broad-

way/Weidler is a major barrier 

due to the already high level of 

congestion, frequency of acci-

dents, and poor access for bikes 

and pedestrians.   

The South Albina stakeholders 

and the City have a shared vision 

for this area as a vibrant urban 

neighborhood; One with a major 

employer and mixed use develop-

ment that will diversify activities 

from the current “entertainment 

desert” that only comes to life for 

events at the Rose Quarter.  The 

City and its development team 

have identified an overpass at 

Hancock that ties Vancouver and 

Williams directly to this area as a 

mechanism that will enable rede-

velopment.  We (Eliot) have been 

persuaded by this argument; how-

ever, previous overpass designs 

proposed by the City posed unac-

ceptable risks to the protection of 

Eliot’s Historic District.  The 

agreement to retain the Vancou-

ver and Williams overpasses al-

lows for a Hancock overpass that 

connects to Dixon for traffic 

bound to the Blanchard site, 

rather than as a route for Vancou-

ver traffic to the freeway.  Such 

an overpass will consume part of 

the parking lot for the Paramount 

Apartment, so details need to be 

worked out, but this offers some 

exciting redevelopment opportu-

nities as well as significantly en-

hancing bike and pedestrian ac-

cess from Eliot to the Broadway 

Bridge, the Rose Quarter, and the 

new Loop Streetcar.  

Broadway Corridor 

Another major land use dis-

cussion for the Quadrant Plan is 

how the Broadway Corridor 

should develop.  Eliot has part-

nered with other stakeholders to 

identify areas of agreement on 

the Broadway Corridor.  The pri-

mary area of agreement is that it 

should develop as a Main Street, 

which means a change in the cur-

rent use as a commuter thorough-

fare.  The City is opposed to any-

thing that significantly changes 

the way the street functions for 

commuters, however, the stake-

holders believe adding traffic 

controls, more formal pedestrian 

crossings, and better bike facili-

ties are compatible with transpor-

tation needs.  Converting Broad-

way to a two-way street east of 

15th has also been suggested, al-

though the stakeholders are not 

agreed on that.  The stakeholders 

feel the current zoning allows 

buildings that are potentially too 

tall for a Main Street, although 

Eliot and Irvington have different 

views on this point.   

Irvington wants  building 

heights along the portion of 

Broadway adjacent to its Historic 

District to be reduced from the 

current 100 foot maximum.  Cur-

rently the tallest buildings, new 

mixed use projects, are no more 

than 75 feet at their tallest and the 

one across from Safeway steps 

down to about 40 feet on the back 

side facing a two story apartment 

building in Irvington.  The City 

has proposed reducing the maxi-

mum height to 75 feet with a re-

quired step back on the north side 

of the block.  That was accept-

able to the Irvington representa-

tive at the meeting as well as to 

other Broadway Corridor stake-

holders.  The area of disagree-

ment is in the area west of 7th, 

adjacent to Eliot’s Historic Dis-

trict and across I-5 along the 

Loop Streetcar route.   

Heights of up to 100 feet are 

currently allowed and may be 

exceeded for residential develop-

ments.  The Eliot Historic District 

is mostly two blocks north of 

Broadway, so requiring reduced 

heights in steps north of Broad-

way can provide the same kind of 

protection to Eliot as the pro-

posed revisions will for Irving-

ton.  However we have raised 

two objections to this. The first is 

that parts of the Historic District 

around Rodney extend to within a 

block of Broadway, and develop-

ment at the maximum height 

along the streetcar route will cre-

ate a canyon effect that is unac-

ceptable.  One of the unique fea-

tures of Portland’s rail transit sys-

tem is that it is entirely above 

ground so users can enjoy the 

views and light we value so much 

in our cloudy city.  Channeling 

the streetcar through tall build-

ings will destroy this.  While we 

(Continued on page 8) 
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The Green Garage Opens in Eliot 

T 
he biking community 

in Portland continues 

to grow, making our 

city healthy and cleaner with 

fewer car on the roads.  One of 

the major bike-ways in Portland 

passes though Eliot’s Lower Al-

bina area.  A new bike shop 

opened last fall just off of Inter-

state on North Mississippi. The 

location is very convenient to all 

the Interstate cyclists who pass 

by every day. 

Green Garage Bicycle Repair 

is located at 2410 N. Mississippi 

Avenue and is open Monday – 

Friday 6:00 am to 6:00 pm. If you 

plan to drop by between noon and 

2:00 pm –  the shop may be 

closed while owner Bill Fasano is 

hosting a group ride that every-

one is invited to join.● 

By Clint Lundmark 

O 
v e r  t h e  p a s t  1 4 

months, a large group 

of citizens have spent 

20-60 hours each planning and 

discussing the future of North 

Williams Avenue. This is a major 

thoroughfare through Eliot and 

inner North and Northeast Port-

land for people riding the bus, 

walking, bicycling and driving in 

motor vehicles. The street has 

historically been home to a dense 

urban neighborhood and is be-

coming that once again. In the 

interim, urban renewal projects 

and highway construction pro-

jects have demolished buildings 

on the street, displacing many 

residences and community busi-

nesses. Members of the commu-

nity have spent significant time 

and  ene r g y r e th ink ing  the 

neighborhood with several key 

goals: encouraging a full-service 

grocery store, more employment 

centers for neighborhood resi-

dents and dense residential devel-

opment to replace lost housing. In 

the coming period of housing and 

commercial development along 

N. Williams Avenue we are see-

ing many of these goals achieved. 

The City of Portland has 

planned for denser commercial 

and residential districts all over 

town. Existing zoning around the 

City allows for enough new den-

sity for 100 years of growth. 

Which of that land will get devel-

oped first and where does our 

neighborhood rank? Our current 

understanding is that develop-

ment follows development. So, 

when I walk down my street and 

see the Albert apartments at 

Beech and Williams going up I 

know that nearby properties are 

more likely to get developed in 

the near future. There have been 

proposals for 300-500 new hous-

ing units in the area and a New 

Seasons Market at Freemont and 

Williams. These projects are 

separate but they will each bene-

fit from the presence of the oth-

ers. My hope is that the neighbor-

hood will also benefit from these 

developments. With the New 

Seasons set to open next year, we 

are finally getting a full-service 

grocery store within walking dis-

tance of North Eliot. More shops, 

apartments and some houses are 

coming and with that, more resi-

dents. More bicycle owners, car 

owners, more people on foot and 

more TriMet patrons are all in the 

future of North Williams. 

How will the neighborhood 

evolve? Will residents or devel-

opers define the future of the 

Vancouver/Williams corridor? 

Will young people from around 

the country come to live here or 

will this be a place where folks 

who grew up here stay? These 

questions are pieces of ongoing 

conversations that started as a 

part of the Bureau of Transporta-

tion’s outreach on the North Wil-

liams Project. I have met a lot of 

neighbors that want life to im-

prove for everyone without forc-

ing out the existing residents. The 

vision of the last 20 years is still 

alive with this collection of in-

volved citizens. As a community, 

we want to live in a walking 

neighborhood within short bicy-

cling distance of downtown, and 

we want to be able to easily drive 

when it is raining or we’re just 

not feeling like getting exercise. 

We want to live in an area where 

people of all ages can go about 

their l ives  comfortably and 

safely. We want to live in a place 

where everyone is treated with 

respect. We want to see that re-

spect on Williams Avenue.● 

By Allan Rudwick 

The Future of North Williams Avenue 
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do not object to the occasional 

tall building, we want them to be 

designed so that they do not pre-

sent a tall wall, block on block, as 

they do in the Pearl.  Fortunately, 

City staff generally agrees with 

us.  Unfortunately, taking back 

what current zoning allows exist-

ing landowners is legally and po-

litically difficult.  However, City 

staff are willing to identify inno-

vative new ways to accomplish 

this end within the new Compre-

hensive Plan.  More to come it 

appears.   

Maximum heights west of I-5 

along Broadway are also 100 

feet.  The Paramount and Left 

Bank buildings are about half that 

height and are the tallest build-

ings in that area.  It is assumed 

the building that replaces the 

Blanchard Building will be less 

than 100 feet tall as well, most 

likely 4 to 6 stories.  But, it is 

also assumed that if that building 

is surrounded by mixed use 

buildings topped with housing, 

they will need to be taller to be 

attractive to tenants and be eco-

nomic for developers.  Tall, 

skinny buildings at the end of the 

Broadway Bridge have been pro-

posed by a developer.  If well de-

signed, these could be iconic 

buildings that create a “gateway” 

to Albina and the east side that 

will stimulate additional develop-

(Continued from page 6) ment.  This is an interesting con-

cept, but everything rests on the 

form of the building.  Eliot has 

noted that the towers in South 

Waterfront were supposed to be 

skinny but they are too fat for 

what would be acceptable to us 

on Broadway; City staff agree.  

Nevertheless, that agreement 

needs to translate into zoning and 

planning regulations that will 

prohibit alternative (fat) building 

designs.  Irvington, on the other 

hand, wants to keep or even re-

duce the heights in this area.  

They want to preserve riverfront 

views.  This is ironic given their 

objection to lower heights be-

tween I-5 and 7th adjacent to the 

Eliot Historic District.  They are 

basically asking that Eliot forgo 

the redevelopment that  was 

promised when previous resi-

dents and businesses were forci-

bly relocated from South Albina 

simply for their viewing pleasure.   

Central Lloyd 

The other major land use issue 

in the Quadrant is the develop-

ment scheme for central Lloyd.  

Most of the land in central Lloyd 

is owned by a few organizations 

and buildings over 300 feet tall 

are allowed.  Few buildings of 

any height have been constructed 

in the past 25 years.  At present 

the zoning assumes the tallest 

buildings will be focused on the 

west side of the Lloyd Center.  

The current proposal is to try and 

shift that focus to closer to the 

Convention Center to allow for 

the construction of “signature” 

hotels that tend to be defined by 

tall towers.  The challenge there, 

as it will be along Broadway, will 

be to figure out ways to either 

roll-back rights allowed in cur-

rent zones or incentives to induce 

developers to conform to expec-

tations in the plan.  I guess that 

means I will be going to more 

meetings in the future! 

Freeway Expansion 

The final issue for the Quad-

rant is the proposed freeway ex-

pansion.  The bare bones of the 

proposal that have emerged after 

15 months of meetings and a 

heck of a lot of questions to State 

staff that they have taken that 

long to answer.  The claim is that 

this stretch of the freeway re-

quires “weaving” to access on/off 

ramps to/from the Lloyd District, 

I-84, and I-405.  This causes traf-

fic to slow creating congestion 

and accidents.  State data indi-

cated there are roughly 400 acci-

dents a year in this area and traf-

fic speeds are about 20 miles/

hour below what the State thinks 

is appropriate.  Adding auxiliary 

traffic lanes may increase traffic 

speeds to the optimum and re-

duce accidents by 30 to 70 per-

cent, or to two every three days 

or one every third day, depending 

on which model you believe.  It 

will cost an estimated $300 Mil-

lion to remove and replace the 

four or 5 overpasses and take at 

least 10 years.  State staff cau-

tioned that these were just esti-

mates.  By the time the project is 

constructed the cost is likely to be 

higher.  Others have warned us 

that State construction schedules 

are typically optimistic and from 

planning through construction is 

more likely to take 15 years, or 

close to 2030.  City staff believe 

the project is necessary.  They 

also believe federal funds for the 

project are the only source of 

funds available to improve traffic 

on surface streets, including for 

bikes and pedestrians.  The South 

Albina stakeholders do not be-

lieve the project is worth the in-

vestment and that a 10 to 15 year 

planning and construction period 

will unnecessarily delay redevel-

opment.  Further, all major con-

struction projects cause business 

failures and job losses.  Although 

the  S ta t e  and  Ci t y a lways 

“promise” economic develop-

ment will follow, but that has 

NOT been the experience in 

Eliot.  We believe the jobs in 

hand are worth far more than the 

promise of jobs to come.  It is 

likely the Eliot and the other 

South Albina stakeholders will 

recommend the freeway expan-

sion not proceed.  ● 
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