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T 
he history of the Eliot 

Ne i g h bo r h o od  ha s 

been something that 

has brought culture and identity 

to it’s residents for a long time. It 

is something of controversy, life, 

and community. However, the 

neighborhood is changing. In or-

der to keep the legacy of Eliot 

alive, Laurie Simpson and Arlie 

Sommer have teamed up with a 

group of Community Develop-

ment undergraduate students 

from Portland State University to 

create an oral history project for 

the Eliot Neighborhood. Fusing 

together informational interviews 

―Allies of Eliot‖ Continue The Oral History Project 
of long term residents in Eliot 

and historical research, the stu-

dents will  create a historical 

walking tour of the neighbor-

hood, bringing out oral narratives 

to show the changes and the his-

tory that exists here.  

A set of Interviews of various 

residents, including O.B. Hill, 

have already been conducted by 

the Eliot Neighborhood Associa-

tion, and crossing this over to his-

torical stories and maps, the tour 

will feature recorded narratives of 

long-term residents and be avail-

able in multiple formats, includ-

ing for download from the inter-

By Owen Wise-Pierik 

Y 
ou’d be hard-pressed 

to find another aca-

demic scholarship 

named after a drug dealer. Then 

again, you’d probably never find 

a drug dealer quite like Al Fort-

han.  The fine print here is that Al 

Forthan, once a crime lord in 

North Portland, eventually got 

clean. He went to prison nine 

times, ravaged his body with her-

oin, and controlled the illegal 

drug market in North Portland for 

years. But in April 1992, Al en-

tered the addiction treatment pro-

gram at the Men’s Residential 

Center (MRC) and began to 

change his life.   

At age 48, he went back to 

school and became a Certified 

Alcohol and Drug Counselor. 

Greg Stone, MRC’s Program Di-

rector, hired Al, making him the 

first alum to work as an addic-

tions counselor at the center. Al 

changed his business from get

ting people on drugs, to helping 

people stay off them.   

Al Forthan died in 2006. The 

day after his funeral, Greg started 

a scholarship program in Al’s 

honor to benefit students affected 

by addiction in their family. Now 

in its fifth year, the program will 

award various scholarships to 

high school seniors all over Ore-

gon totaling more than $30,000. 

In the past five years we have 

worked hard to grow the scholar-

ship and it is because of the gen-

erosity of the community around 

us that we were able to open it up 

to students from all over Oregon 

this year.  Last year our largest 

scholarship was for $2,500 and 

this year it will be $4,000 given 

in increments of $1,000/year.  

We decided to do it this way be-

cause we wanted to be intentional 

about our relationships with the 

students.  It is obvious there is a 

need for financial assistance but 

it is also obvious most of these 

students graduating need help 

navigating post high school and 

many of them do not have that 

Eliot Neighborhood Association Spring General Membership Meeting 
 

April 11 2011 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

Emanuel Hospital  

Lorenzen Conference Center 
301 N Graham St Portland OR 

 

Eliot Neighbors, please join us for the Eliot Neighborhood Association Spring General Membership Meeting.  Find out 
about what’s new in the neighborhood and how you can be involved.  For the complete agenda see: 

http://eliotneighborhood.org/association/meetings/agenda 

support system.   This year we 

have also established a blog and a 

facebook page to provide re-

sources to teachers and students 

about the scholarship, giving 

them a network of people who 

are tackling the same issues. 

It is stories like these that keep 

me coming to work every day 

and going to local high schools to 

talk about the devastating effects 

that drugs have on our communi-

ties.  Recently Greg Stone, our 

Program Director, was speaking 

at Concordia University to a class 

of men and women who are 

studying to become social work-

ers.  After the presentation a stu-

dent approached him and told 

him how she had won the schol-

arship the previous year and how 

it had given her the confidence to 

apply for college and move on 

with her life.  She said she was 

studying social work in hopes of 

helping children who are living 

and struggling with addiction in 

their own families. These stories 

Up to $4000 scholarship for high school seniors through Volunteers of America 

net. Upon completion, it will be 

an artifact which residents can 

use to see and understand the 

changes first hand, drawing con-

trast from photos and stories to 

the current landscape of Eliot. 

The project is expected to be 

available for the public in June.  

I f  a n y  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e 

neighborhood wish to give sug-

gestions, comments, concerns, or 

want contribute to the end result 

of this project, please email your 

ideas to the Allies of Eliot at  

Alliesofeliot@gmail.com ● 

By Kristin Yates 

give me hope.  People do change 

and decide to help others even 

when life has not been good to 

them. 

One scholarship for $4,000 

will be awarded this year and 

many others in various amounts 

throughout Oregon.  We also 

award scholarships in various 

amounts to each of the ten Port-

land Public High Schools. Appli-

cation deadline for the scholar-

ships is April 4th, 2011.  For 

more information please call 

Kristin Yates at 503-802-0299 or 

email kyates@voaor.org. Face-

book.com/forthanscholarship or 

forthanpdx.tumblr.com. ● 

Al Forthan 
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Eliot Neighborhood Association 
The Eliot Neighborhood Association is a nonprofit corporation whose 
members are the residents and business owners of the Eliot 
Neighborhood. Its purpose is to inform Eliot residents about issues 
affecting the neighborhood through meetings, newsletters and 
other activities. Members of the neighborhood association must be 
over 14 years old and live, own property, have a business, or repre-
sent a nonprofit within the neighborhood. The Eliot Neighborhood 
Association was founded in 1969. It is recognized by the City of 
Portland, is a member of the Northeast Coalition of Neighborhoods, 
Inc., and has representatives on several other groups and commit-
tees. 
 

Eliot Board 
Board Officers 

Angela Kremer – Chair 
angelahkremer@gmail.com – 503-284-9136 
Julie Woelfer – Vice Chair 
juliewol2@hotmail.com – 503-799-6006  
Maria Roselle – Recorder 
meroselle@gmail.com – 918-430-8504 
Clint Lundmark – Newsletter Editor 
clintlundmark@gmail.com – 503-552-8678 
Tamille Lundmark – Treasurer  
tamillelundmark@gmail.com –503-552-8678 

 
Board Directors 

Alan Sanchez – alanrsanchez@gmail.com – 503-288-4489 
Allan Rudwick - arudwick@gmail.com - 503-703-3910 
Alex Johnson – alexmontjohn@gmail.com 
Barry Joe Stull—cannabisboo@yahoo.com 
Jim Hlava – jim@cascadiabhc.org – 509-998-3406 
Joan Ivan – ivan0117@comcast.net – 503-265-5868 
Kirsten Jenkins  – kirstenjenkins@hotmail.com – 503-515-6633 
Kristen Yates - kyates@voaor.org - 503-802-0299  
Laurie Simpson – laurie@mosiarch.com – 503-280-1005 
Mike Doherty - themiked@hotmail.com – 415-307-2920  
Pamela Weatherspoon -  paweathe@lhs.org  – 503-413-4630 
Pauline Bradford – 503.287.7138 (fax) – 503-281-6635 

 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 
Mike Warwick – LUTC Chair 
mike.warwick@pnl.gov – 503-284-7010  
Laurie Simpson – LUTC Vice Chair 
laurie@mosiarch.com – 503-280-1005 
Clint Lundmark – clintlundmark@gmail.com – 503-552-8678 
Jason Franklin – jasonwfranklin@gmail.com 
Kirsten Jenkins  – kirstenjenkins@hotmail.com – 503-515-6633 

 

Eliot Monthly Meetings 
If you live or work in Eliot, you are welcome and encouraged to at-
tend the monthly meetings of the Eliot Neighborhood Association, 
which are held the second Monday of each month at 7 pm at 
Emanuel Hospital. It’s a great opportunity to meet your neighbors, 
stay informed about what’s going on in Eliot, help build a stronger 
community, and have input into decisions that may affect you. Also 
consider joining a committee or becoming a board member. 
Emanuel Hospital, Medical Office Building, West Conference Room, 
501 N. Graham St. 
 

Eliot News 
Eliot News is published four times a year by the Eliot Neighborhood 
Association. It is delivered or mailed free of charge to every address 
in the neighborhood. It does not have a ISBN. 

 
Editor: Clint Lundmark 
clintlundmark@gmail.com -  503-552-8678 
Layout:  Clint Lundmark 
Advertising: Clint Lundmark 
Delivery: Susan Bailey 
baileywick97212@msn.com - 503-284-7010  

 
Rights to articles are retained by the author. Opinions of the au-
thors do not necessarily reflect the official positions of the Eliot 
Neighborhood Association. 

www.eliotneighborhood.org 
info@eliotneighborhood.org 

Category Size (H x W) 1x 2x 3x 4x 

1/16 Page 1.8” x 4.9” $24 $44 $60 $72 

1/8 page 3.8” x 4.9” $40 $73 $100 $122 

1/4 page 7.8” x 4.9” $68 $123 $168 $204 

1/2 Page 7.8” X 10” $114 $207 $283 $343 

Full Page 15.8” x 10” $191 $348 $475 $576 

ELIOT NEWS AD RATES 
 
Eliot News has a per issue circulation of 3,000 and is hand delivered or mailed 

to nearly 100% of the homes and businesses in the Eliot neighborhood.  
 
Eliot News is an 8 page 11” x 17” black and white tabloid newspaper pub-
lished four times a year in January, April, July and October. 
 
Ad deadlines are December 10, March 10, June 10, and September 10.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ad rates and sizes effective January 1st 2011. 

BAILEY & WARWICK 
Saving and Improving Housing in Eliot 

Neighborhood for 25 Years. 

Houses and Apartments for rent. 

(503) 806-3502 

Eliot Neighborhood Email List 
Join the Eliot Neighborhood Email List!  Get informed on 
what is happening in the neighborhood via email. The 

Eliot Neighborhood Email List ―announcement only‖ 

Google Group is a notification service used to share information 

from the Eliot Neighborhood Association.  It is used primarily to 
send out agendas and related information for Board, General 

Membership and other important meetings. Notifications may 

also be sent for items of interest related to Eliot Neighborhood 
Association such as event announcements, safety alerts and 

crime prevention. To subscribe send an email to:  

e l io tema il l i st+ subscr i be @goog leg roups.com or  v is it  

http://groups.google.com/group/eliotemaillist. 

Upcoming Eliot Neighborhood  
Association Meetings 
 

General Membership Meeting - Monday April 11th 

Board Meeting - Monday May 9th 
Board Meeting - Monday June 13th 

 

Meetings typically held at Emanuel Hospital Medical Office 

Building, West Conference Room, 501 N Graham, Portland OR.  
 

For more information see eliotneighborhood.org. 

Printed on 100% recycled paper. 
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now solar powered! 

503-281-8075 
www.cloudburstrecycling.com 

DROP BOX SERVICE 

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL GARBAGE COLLECTION 

* MAXIMUM RECYCLING * 

We collect -- COOKING OIL for BIODIESEL & FOOD WASTE for COMPOSTING 

 

O 
ne of the many rea-

sons we moved into 

the Eliot neighbor-

hood was its proximity to so 

many great businesses, down-

town Portland, and the Rose Gar-

den.  My husband and I have 

been half-season Portland Trail-

blazer ticket holders for several 

years now and love going to 

ga mes.   My Bla zer  fa n co -

workers who mostly live on the 

west side tend to complain on 

game night since they know they 

have a long drive or max ride 

ahead of them and have to fight 

with the crowds and traffic in or-

der to get to the game.  Not us 

however!  It’s so easy for us to 

leave our house just 15 minutes 

prior to tip-off and either walk or 

catch the number #4 or #44 on 

North Vancouver for a short bus 

ride to the Rose Garden. 

My favorite weekend post -

game hang-out is Gotham Tav-

ern, one yellow max line stop 

a wa y on Inter sta te .   I t ’ s  a 

uniquely designed restaurant 

serving great eclectic American 

food with a full bar.  An open-

weave timber wall separates the 

dining area from the bar and pro-

vides a peak into the kitchen.  

They feature rotating art from 

local artists, which are always 

great  conver sat ion start er s .  

Gotham is perfect when we invite 

a bunch of friends to join us as it 

has several over-sized booths and 

two beehive shaped semi-private 

wooden “pods.”   The pods are so 

popular that they’re usually the 

first seats to fill up, so you have 

to be patient or arrive early to get 

those coveted seats.  Dinner is 

served late so we know even if 

the Blazers beat the Denver Nug-

gets in overtime on a Saturday 

night; we’ll still be able to catch a 

good dinner afterwards.  Gotham 

also hosts live music by local per-

formers on weekends so it’s a 

great place to sit back and enjoy 

music, food, and drink. 

My go-to meal is the artichoke 

dip to share as a starter followed 

by a mixed green salad with their 

home-made blue cheese and ba-

con vinaigrette and a plate of de-

liciously spicy Cajun chicken lin-

guini.  My husband has a variety 

of fa vorit e meal s  including 

mom’s meatloaf, the southwest-

ern chicken sandwich, and the 

Gotham burger. 

Relaxing at Gotham Tavern, 

enjoying a nice meal, and listen-

Post Blazer Game Victory Celebration Spot 
By Tamille Lundmark 

Eliot News 
Now Printed on 

100% Recycled Paper. 

Top Ten Reasons to Become a Member 
(or at least attend the meetings) 
By Kirsten Jenkins 

 

1. It is the best way, and sometimes the only way, to know what is 
happening in the neighborhood. 

2. You can be a part of the decision making process or at least have 
a voice regarding changes or issues in the Eliot Neighborhood. 

3. It is a great way to meet neighbors, city officials, developers, 
and local business owners that are currently in the neighborhood 
or that would like to be. 

4. It is a way to have face to face access with the neighborhood li-
aison police officer regarding crime activity in the area, or to 
report crime activity. 

5. It is the best way to be a part of helping to revive, and create 
the kind of vision you have for the Eliot neighborhood. 

6. You may not be able to change the world, but you can help make 
positive changes, and help empower your neighborhood. 

7. We want, and highly encourage, more neighbors to participate.  
Many of the board members have served for 10 years of longer.  
Fresh ideas and faces are always welcome. 

8. You can be on one of more of many of Eliot Board committees, 
like tree planning, yearly neighborhood clean up, Dawson Park 
Summer concert series, newsletter delivery or writing articles, 
and the welcome committee. 

9. You have a voice and it will be heard.  But, only if you come to 
the meetings! 

10. It is only once a month - the 2nd Monday of every month - to 
make a very important step in being more involved with your be-
loved Eliot Neighborhood. 

ing to live music on the weekends 

is a great way to top off another 

Blazer win.  If we’re lucky this 

year, maybe we’ll get to do our 

Blazer/Gotham evenings all the 

way through June!  Gotham Tav-

ern is located at 2240 N Interstate 

Avenue, open daily.   ● 

The Pods at Gotham Tavern 
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I 
n 2001, a light rail line 

opened with service be-

tween the Portland Expo 

Center and downtown Portland. 

This service could have included 

service to residential Eliot and 

Legacy Emanuel Hospital with 

two stops on the east side of I-5. 

Imagine a dense commercial and 

residential corridor linking MLK 

with lower Albina along Russell 

Street. Vancouver Avenue would 

have been one block from the 

MAX, thriving with new busi-

nesses housed there. In southern 

Eliot, imagine the parking lots 

between MLK and the Broadway 

Bridge supporting residential or 

commercial buildings and lower 

Eliot with parking problems all 

day every day instead of just dur-

ing Blazers games. Imagine pe-

destrian-scale connections around 

the Broadway/Williams intersec-

tion, connecting places that you 

want to visit, shop, or use to get 

from point A to B. Would Eliot 

have been better served?  

Why didn’t Eliot want this op-

tion? In short, the cost to the 

neighborhood was high. The plan 

would have negatively impacted 

between 71 and 148 business and 

housing units, removed 16 resi-

dences and 8 businesses. The 

most concentrated impact would 

have been along Broadway and 

Flint avenues, as several turns of 

the MAX would have created 

loud squealing noises. The entire 

east side of Flint Avenue would 

have been completely inaccessi-

ble. Historically, 57% of Eliot’s 

housing was removed between 

1960 and 2001, beginning with 

the construction of Memorial 

Coliseum and ending with MAX 

construction in 2001. The Eliot 

Imagine a Different Course for MAX 
By Allan Rudwick  

Neighborhood has been strug-

gling to encourage housing devel-

opment in the area, so removing 

more housing was considered un-

acceptable to some residents.  

In 1998, the decision was 

made to run the MAX along In-

terstate Avenue instead of remov-

ing houses in residential Eliot, 

Boise, and Humboldt. Looking 

back, would Eliot have been bet-

ter served with the Yellow Line 

running along Flint and Russell 

instead of along Interstate Ave-

nue? Parts of Eliot would have 

been better served. Almost 97% 

of the neighborhood would have 

been within ½ mile of a MAX 

stop and about 35% would have 

been within ¼ mile of a stop. For 

context, the current scheme 

serves about 4% of the residential 

(Continued on page 7) 

A rumor is circulating that the 

owner of the old Roth auto lot on 

the northwest corner of MLK and 

Tillamook has leased to a sex su-

perstore operator who is planning 

a 24-hour operation at the site.  

Historically, such uses that are 

allowed by zoning (this is) and 

that don’t require any building 

exceptions (this may not), are im-

possible to stop.  Nevertheless, 

neighbors in Eliot and Irvington 

are exploring options to stop the 

lease. 

The PDC is moving forward 

with development on the NE 

Gateway on the triangle of land 

due south of Albina Corner 

(where the Albina Bank is lo-

cated).  The permit for the project 

has been filed.  Although the 

gateway was planned with com-

munity input, suggestions to add 

pedestrian improvements were 

consistently rejected by City 

transportation staff.  The final 

plan actually erects a barrier to 

prevent pedestrians from crossing 

from the east to the west (or vice 

versa).  Eliot may object to the 

omission once again. 

At long last, a derelict build-

ing at 215 NE Tillamook is being 

restored, or at least remodeled.  A 

permit was issued in March for a 

“single story addition” to the ex-

isting house, which is in process.  

While welcome, it appears the 

redevelopment is being under-

taken by a little known firm.  In 

similar situations in the past, such 

firms have not shown a great deal 

of respect for either permit re-

quirements or neighborhood 

character. 

T h e  N E  C o a l i t i o n  o f 

Neighborhoods, of which Eliot is 

a member, held a community fo-

rum on the Columbia River 

Crossing (CRC) Bridge project.  

The CRC is proposed to replace 

the existing Interstate Bridge to 

significantly increase the number 

of lanes for Vancouver commut-

ers coming into Portland.  It is 

Around the Neighborhood  

Land Use and Transportation Update for Spring 2011 
By Mike Warwick 

designed to reduce congestion in 

Vancouver caused when Vancou-

ver freeways lanes funnel onto 

the three lanes of the exiting 

bridges.  It will also increase ca-

pacity onto Hayden Island in an-

ticipation of development of the 

currently wild west end of the 

island by the Port of Portland. 

The forum provided updated 

information about the status and 

cost of the CRC and a review of 

the state of the Interstate Bridge.  

One of the two Interstate Bridges 

was recently upgraded and has at 

least 50 years of useful life left.  

The other requires a similar up-

grade.  The cost of that upgrade is 

less than Oregon has spend to-

date on planning and PR for the 

CRC, much of which has been 

wasted on a plan the engineering 

c o m m u n i t y  c o n s i d e r s 

“unbuildable.”  Updated project 

costs put total cost to taxpayers at 

over $10 Billion.  This will be the 

largest construction project in the 

history of either Oregon or Wash-

ington.  Recently, Oregon’s gov-

ernor admitted the bridge is being 

promoted for the jobs it will cre-

ate.  Unfortunately, the size of the 

project means it will be managed 

by an out-of-state construction 

firm, so the best jobs and all of 

the profits from the project will 

go outside Oregon and Washing-

ton.  While the project will create 

construction jobs, they will be 

temporary and speeding Vancou-

ver commuters won’t lead to any 

new permanent jobs or develop-

ment in Oregon.  The huge cost 

of the project will dry up funding 

for future transportation projects 

in Oregon that would create as 

many jobs; projects that could be 

managed by local firms to keep 

high-paying management jobs 

and profits in Oregon. 

T h e  N E  C o a l i t i o n  o f 

Neighborhoods and most of its 

member neighborhoods are op-

posed to the CRC.  After spend-

ing approximately $30 Million on 

PR for the project, roughly 30% 

of survey respondents are op-

posed to it.  That despite the fact 

there has been no organized op-

position so far; when all of the 

consequences of the project are 

fully known opposition increases.  

Unfortunately, the governors of 

both states and many local politi-

cians and Congressmen are trying 

to rush the project to avoid sub-

stantive public discussion.  This 

is reckless, naïve, and unwise.  

Haste has already made waste for 

this project.  Over $100 Million 

of Oregon taxes wasted on the 

wrong design.  Shortcuts have 

been made in the environmental 

review that most likely will delay 

the project.  The project depends 

on a substantial amount of federal 

funds.  It is naïve to believe these 

will be available in the current 

Proposed Alignments of the Yel-
low line through Eliot.  From the 
1998 Draft EIS. 

budget process.  Local Congress-

men have been assured they 

won’t if there isn’t universal 

agreement for the project.  Rather 

then pursue a pie-in-the-sky pro-

ject in the hope it will produce 

temporary construction jobs, the 

Governor would be better advised 

to focus on the long list of Ore-

gon transportation projects that 

are needed and take more time 

reviewing where Oregon should 

invest in transportation projects 

that will produce new develop-

ment and permanent jobs.  Fi-

nally, it is unwise for local politi-

cians to try to short circuit public 

discussion of Oregon transporta-

tion needs as well as this project.  

Regardless, you should expect to 

hear more from project oppo-

nents. ● 
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The First Course 

The Portland Plan planning 

process continues as does the 

Central City and Rose Quarter 

Plans.  The Portland Plan process 

focuses on an updated vision of 

what residents want Portland to 

be like in 25 years.  That kind of 

process allows for setting goals 

that include government and the 

private sector, such as high 

school graduation and employ-

ment rates, access to fresh, local 

food for city residents, and so on.  

The Central City Plan is focused 

on specific land use and transpor-

tation actions that are expected to 

be taken in the next 25 years to 

accommodate goals that are more 

dependent on future develop-

ment, such as providing housing 

and employment in the core of 

the city, which includes the Lloyd 

District and parts of the Eliot 

neighborhood.  The Rose Quarter 

Plan process is focused on two 

specific areas in the inner east-

side; the Rose Quarter and the 

area north of it centered on the 

school district property known as 

the Blanchard Block. 

All of these planning proc-

esses are multi-year efforts.  Spe-

ci fi c  r e co m m en da t ion s for 

changes to the Central City Plan 

and to the I-5 freeway between I-

84 and the Fremont Bridge will 

be forthcoming by this summer.   

Development proposals for the 

Blanchard Block are being driven 

by behind the scenes efforts by 

the Mayor and the Portland De-

velopment Commission to attract 

a new tenant to the building, 

which will determine how the 

surrounding area should develop.  

The Rose Quarter Plan is also 

being driven similarly, although 

this time with the participation of 

the Blazers.  There are expecta-

tions these two efforts will pro-

duce specific development pro-

posals within a year.  The Port-

land Plan process is expected to 

take another two years to com-

plete.  Of all of these activities, 

the Central City Plan and the 

Rose Quarter Plan will have the 

greatest impact on the Eliot 

neighborhood.  The Eliot Land 

Use and Transportation Commit-

tee of the Eliot Neighborhood 

Association has been very ac-

tively involved in an advisory 

capacity to the Central City Plan 

and therefore are able to provide 

early notice of the key elements 

of both that are beginning to 

emerge. 

T he  i n v ol v e m en t  o f  t h e 

Mayor’s office, the Blazers, the 

Portland Development Commis-

sion (which is a vehicle for the 

Mayor and Council to manipulate 

urban development), and the Ore-

gon Department of Transporta-

tion (for I-5 matters) makes the 

Central City and Rose Quarter 

planning processes highly politi-

cal.  It is said that the “mother’s 

milk” of politics is money.  If 

funds are plentiful, almost all po-

litical problems can be solved 

simply by spending more.  That 

is not the case currently, so it has 

tempered the ambitions of plan-

ners and heightened competition 

for the limited resources that are 

expected to be available.  In the 

case of the Rose Quarter area that 

includes funding that may be 

available from the Interstate Ur-

ban Renewal District that could 

be used to facilitate redevelop-

ment of the Blanchard Block.  

The Oregon Convention Center 

Urban Renewal District expires 

within two years, although ap-

proximately $20 Million remains 

to be invested.  It is expected to 

be replaced by a new district that 

can invest in development in the 

Rose Quarter and Lloyd District 

while the Interstate District picks 

up investment north of Broadway 

that is currently in the Conven-

tion Center District boundary.  

The Oregon and Portland trans-

portation departments have lim-

ited funds available for freeway 

improvements, including changes 

to I-5 access ramps in the area. 

The Keystone Planning Issue – 

The Blanchard Block 

The Central City Plan consists 

of four Quadrant Plans of which 

the Northeast Quadrant includes 

the Lloyd District and the south-

western portion of Eliot, includ-

ing Lower Albina, the area along 

Broadway, and the portion of 

Eliot south of the hospital but 

west of north Williams, which 

includes Tubman.  The area 

around Tubman includes a num-

ber of thriving light industrial 

firms that are unable to expand 

due to current zoning restrictions.  

Eliot has endorsed rezoning many 

of these parcels to allow these 

firms to continue to grow so they 

can create local employment and 

wealth.  Revised zoning will also 

facilitate redevelopment of the 

Tubman site if the school district 

considers selling the land again 

(which it briefly did a year ago as 

part of its school realignment 

plan).  The keystone to future de-

velopment in Lower  Albina 

hinges on the fu ture of the 

Blanchard Block. 

Development of the Blanchard 

Block is complicated by the fact 

that it is a large parcel, six acres, 

owned and used by the school 

district.  If it is sold, the school 

district will need to replace it at 

considerable expense.  As a re-

sult, the property will have to be 

sold for a high price.  Estimates 

from the school district have 

ranged from $20 to nearly $80 

Million.  The Portland Develop-

ment Commission is working 

with the Mayor’s office and the 

district to refine that estimate and 

to identify potential buyers who 

could afford to purchase the 

property.  To aid that process, 

they have identified three devel-

opment schemes, each of which 

may appeal to a specific kind of 

tenant and development.  These 

were characterized in a recent 

city Planning document, the 

“North of Broadway/Blanchard 

Site Development Study,” which 

is available on the City’s web 

site. 

The study area included pri-

va te  proper ty  sou th  o f th e 

Blanchard site, including the old 

Bekins storage building and the 

motel.  The owners of these prop-

erties have indicated they will 

redevelop their properties once 

the future of the Blanchard site is 

settled. 

The six development options 

were initially considered; mixed-

use residential; research and de-

velopment; incremental indus-

trial; big box/mixed use; employ-

ment incubator; and entertain-

ment.  The last three appear to 

have the greatest potential to at-

Planners Planning 
By Mike Warwick 

tract specific kinds of ownership 

and tenant mixes, at least for the 

Blanchard property.  They don’t 

exclude potential use for the 

other options, however. 

The Entertainment concept is 

an extension of discussions for 

reuse of the Memorial Coliseum 

with a focus on performing arts 

and recreational sports uses.  The 

concept envisions significant 

public plazas and outdoor recrea-

tion venues, such as major skate-

park. Unfortunately, there is no 

obvious private sector owner for 

such a development and insuffi-

cient public funds to undertake it 

in a timely manner.  The employ-

ment incubator concept envisions 

mixed use of the site with com-

mercial/flex space in mid-rise 

towers on the primary site along 

Broadway with mid-rise residen-

tial projects in the Lower Albina 

area along with, potentially, some 

residential over the office space 

or in buildings along Broadway.  

Success of this concept is largely 

dependent on attracting a major 

tenant, likely one with need for a 

headquarters function in the area.  

The Mayor and PDC believe the 

ideal candidate would be a sports 

related firm, such as Columbia 

(Continued on page 8) 

Active Listings bed bath sq ft price 
3008 N Williams 3 1.1 1820 $185,000 
81 NE Graham 3 2.1 2144 $169,000 
2816 NE Rodney 2 2 2276 $214,900 
2056 NE Rodney 3 2.1 1806 $274,000 
468 NE Brazee 2 2.1 1693 $279,000 
246 NE Thompson 3 1.1 2638 $285,000 
73 NE Graham 4 4.1 2270 $329,000 
130 NE Knott 3 1 1866 $335,000 
34 NE Ivy 4 2 2805 $349,500 

28 NE Graham 4 3.1 2980 $384,500 
512 NE Sacramento 3 3.1 1853 $389,000 
Pending Listings bed bath sq ft price 
424 NE Morris 3 3 1578 $149,971 
637 NE Stanton 3 1 1836 $170,000 
536 NE Cook 3 1 2116 $260,000 
535 NE Monroe 3 2 2750 $307,500 
226 N Page 2 1 1605 $225,900 
Sold Listings bed bath sq ft price 
3216 NE Rodney 3 2 2615 $170,000 
313 NE Stanton 2 1 1060 $185,000 
2653 NE 6th Pl 2 2.1 1307 $187,900 
512 NE Russell 2 1 2249 $215,000 
84 NE Fremont 4 1.1 2633 $224,000 
2738 NE 7th 3 1 1872 $245,000 
3021 NE Rodney 3 1 2613 $248,000 
529 NE Russell 2 2.1 1302 $260,000 
102 NE Fargo 3 2 2314 $314,000 
504 NE Brazee 2 2.1 1748 $337,000 
2520 NE 7th 5 2 3239 $400,000 
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Breakfast/Coffee/Cafés 

Bridges Café 

2716 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-288-4169 

Eliot E-Mat Café 

2808 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-280-8889 

Goldrush Coffee Bar 

2601 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-331-5955 

Tiny’s Café 

2031 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-467-4199 

Waypost 

3120 N. Williams St., 503-367-3182 

 

Bars/Taverns 

820 

820 N. Russell St., 503-284-5518 

Bill Ray’s Dive 

2210 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd. 

Gotham Tavern 

2240 N. Interstate Ave., 503-517-9911 

McMenamin’s White Eagle Café & Saloon 

836 N. Russell St., 503-282-6810 

Secret Society 

116 NE Russell St.,503-493-3600  

Sloan’s Tavern 

36 N. Russell St., 503-287-2262 

Widmer Gasthaus Pub 

929 N. Russell St., 503-281-3333 

Eliot Eateries 
 

Lunch/Dinner 

Afrique Bistro 

102 NE Russell St., 503-943-6616  

Chuck’s Market, J&S Grocery 

2415 N. Williams Ave., 503-281-6269 

Dreamers Marketplace 

2737 NE MLK Jr. Blvd. 

Mint 

816 N. Russell St., 503-284-5518 

Pizza A Go Go 

3240 N. Williams St., 503-335-0300 

Popeye’s Famous Fried Chicken 

3120 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-281-8455 

Queen of Sheba 

2413 N.E. MLK Jr. Blvd., 503-287-6302 

Russell Street Bar-B-Que 

325 N.E. Russell St., 503-528-8224 

Sparky’s Pizza 

2434 N.E. MLK Jr Blvd 

Toro Bravo 

120 NE Russell St.,503-281-4464 

Tropicana Bar Be Cue 

3217 N. Williams Ave., 503-281-8696 

Under Wonder 

128 N.E. Russell St., 503-493-0371 

 
 
 

Accepted Materials: 
Furniture 
Debris & Junk 
Metal 
Bicycles and parts 
 
 
Not accepted: Yard debris, Dirt, Stumps, Refrigerators, 
Freezers, Hazardous Materials, Regular Household Gar-

bage, Paint, Recyclables. 

Fees:  

Small Vehicle $5 

Pickup Truck $10 and up 

Oversized Loads $20 and up 

Donated Bikes Free 

Separated Materials Reduced 

Tires $3 each.  Limited 

space.  Call ahead! 

Pick up assistance available for our senior and disabled residents.  Call ahead .  One load limit. 
Have Questions?  Want to Volunteer?  Please Contact Julie at 503-799-6006, juliewol2@hotmail.com.  

Saturday May 14th 9 am—1 pm 
Graham Street Between Vancouver and Williams 

Eliot Neighborhood 
Spring Cleanup 
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zoned area within ¼ mile. Also, 

the new MAX stops would 

probably have brought develop-

ment to the station areas, includ-

ing the first few blocks around 

the Broadway/Flint and the Rus-

sell Street corridor. Looking at 

this from a transportation and not 

rail-only context, however, Eliot 

would not have gained anything. 

With 15-minute service, the 

MAX runs about as often as the 

#4, #6, and #44 buses, but the #4 

and #44 busses would probably 

have been merged or modified if 

the MAX had run through upper 

Eliot. The distance you could 

travel with a  30 minute trip 

would be quite similar with train 

service to what is offered with 

current bus lines.  

Before the final alignment was 

chosen, both the Eliot Neighbor-

hood Association and Lloyd Dis-

trict Community Association 

were in favor of the Vancouver/

Wheeler alignment. Had these 

positions been taken early in the 

game, it is possible that the MAX 

would have taken a different 

course. Some residents think that 

the city deciding to save $84 mil-

lion and run the MAX along In-

terstate was just another way that 

Eliot got overlooked. Although 

the decision had already been 

made, the Eliot Neighborhood 

Association supported the MAX 

running on the Wheeler/Russell 

(Continued from page 4) 

alignment alternative. As a condi-

tion, Eliot was requiring replace-

ment housing and commercial 

space for those being displaced. 

Notice that when housing had 

been removed by the previous 

Urban Renewal projects, home 

and business-owners were only 

paid the appraised value of their 

propreties and not the replace-

ment cost. Providing replacement 

cost or replacement housing to 

the tenants might have been 

enough to offset the concerns 

from residents who were opposed 

to Eliot losing any more housing.  

Looking forward, there are 

several development opportuni-

ti es  tha t ma y a ffect  tra nsit 

through the neighborhood. The 

Rose Quarter Redevelopment 

Project might encourage redevel-

opment of the Broadway corridor 

on the southern edge of Eliot. 

The proposed MLK streetcar be-

twe en Br oa dwa y  a nd Ki l l -

ingsworth Street may also affect 

development in Eliot. We have 

the power to veto destructive 

changes and encourage desirable 

outcomes. Will we be able to en-

courage vacant lots to get devel-

oped? Will public transportation 

through Eliot become faster or 

more convenient? We live in ex-

citing times for our neighbor-

hood. ● 

The Crime Blotter 

Greetings, everyone!  Now 

that we have sprung forward and 

the days are getting longer, we 

ca n look  forwa rd to  bet t er 

weather.  Spring break for the 

local school districts is getting 

started as well, which combines 

to give us an increased likelihood 

for more nuisance issues.  Please 

keep your valuables out of your 

cars or out of sight and watch out 

for roving bands of teenagers out 

tagging.  Also, as the weather be-

gins to change and we start leav-

ing windows open for ventilation, 

remember to block them in some 

way, so they only open a little bit 

and keep the burglars out. 

Areas of Recent Concern: 

- Upswing in car prowls and 

shoplifts:  Maybe we can blame it 

on the economy, maybe increased 

complacency since the holiday 

sea son,  but  the la st  cou ple 

months have brought a 20% in-

crease in theft in Eliot.  Of most 

concern was a rash of car prowls 

along Russell St between MLK 

and Mississippi. 

- Rave Parties:  There are now 

two locations in the Lower Al-

bina portion of Eliot that are serv-

ing as ad hoc venues for elec-

By Ofc Peter Helzer NRT  & Angela Wagnon ONI 

H 
e l l o  N e i g h b o r s !  

Amazingly enough, 

summer is just around 

the corner and your Dawson Park 

Concert Series Committee has 

been hard at work gaining spon-

sors so we can again host some 

amazing free concerts in Dawson 

Park this July.  Thanks to sponsor 

and audience generosity we man-

aged to snag some great music 

last season, drawing record-

breaking and increasingly diverse 

crowds to the gazebo.  We are 

working towards hosting 4 con-

certs this year which will be held 

on Wednesdays in July at 6:30pm 

to dusk.  No general fund money 

from Parks & Recreation under-

writes these concerts, which 

means we raise every penny 

through the work of our concert 

committee, gathering sponsors 

from local businesses and dona-

tions from concert lovers. 

If you enjoy these free family 

friendly concerts and would like 

contribute, there are a couple of 

options.  To be a sponsor, which 

means your name (or your busi-

ness’s name) would be listed on 

the city-wide concert fliers, on 

the Eliot Neighborhood and Port-

land Parks & Recreation web-

sites, in the next issue of the Eliot 

News, and recognized on stage at 

Free Summer Concerts at  
Dawson Park 

all concerts, the minimum contri-

bution is $250.  Please email 

tamillelundmark@gmail.com and 

I’ll send you the pledge form 

along with the various sponsor 

levels.  If you’d like to make a 

donation of any amount instead, 

you may simply write a check 

payable to Summer Concerts 

PP&R – Dawson Park and mail it 

to: Summer Concerts  

Portland Parks and Recreation 

1120 SW 5th Ave Suite 1302 

Portland OR  97204 

If you have any questions re-

garding the concerts, feel free to 

either email me at TamilleLund-

ma rk @gma i l. com or  Ju dith 

Yeckel at 

 Judith.Yeckel@gmail.com.  

Our heartfelt thanks go out to all 

of you who choose to make this 

investment in the livability of our 

community.  We literally could 

not do it without you.  ● 

By Tamille Lundmark 

2010 Concert in Dawson Park 

tronic music parties also known 

as raves.   There is one at Inter-

state and Harding, and one at 

Kerby and Tillamook.  So far 

there have been few issues with 

these events.  We have received 

trash complaints after every 

event, and have had some drug 

overdoses and caught people sell-

ing ecstasy.  Since these groups 

are generally getting the appro-

priate permits, we are trying to 

work with them rather than see 

them go underground as it were.  

Please let us know if you identify 

any other issues. 

Recent/Upcoming Events: 

- Spring Break:  This is a great 

time to review your outdoor 

lighting.  Also, if you are leaving 

town, have a neighbor collect 

your mail or put it on hold at the 

post office, and keep a light or 

two on timers. 

 

OFC Peter Helzer, NRT 

peter.helzer@portlandoregon.gov 

503-823-5818 

 

Angela Wagnon, ONI 

angela.wagnon@portlandoregon.gov  

503-823-4094   

● 

Imagine a Different Course for MAX 
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Sportswear or Adidas, although 

the development would be large 

enough to accommodate multiple 

tenants in the “incubator” spaces.  

Finally, the big box/mixed use 

concept envisions a commercial 

tenant as an anchor for the pro-

ject.  Because of the size of the 

site, and the need for substantial 

private investment, the likely 

commercial tenant would be a big 

box store.  Fortunately, many big 

box developers in urban areas 

incorporate mixed uses on or ad-

jacent to their sites.  Although it 

is unclear if any big box firms 

have an interest in the site, they 

do have the financial wherewithal 

to develop it; More so than any of 

the other options. 

I-5 “Improvements” 

Plans for significantly in-

creased traffic from Vancouver 

into Oregon via the proposed Co-

lumbia River Crossing Bridge 

(the CRC) will result in traffic tie 

ups between I -405 and I-84, 

which is down to two lanes in 

this area.  That will increase air 

pollution in Eliot and other inner 

North/Northeast neighborhoods.  

That possibility may jeopardize 

construction of the CRC.  As a 

result, the City and state transpor-

tation departments are planning 

to expand capacity on I-5 from 

four lanes, total, to six.  On and 

off ramps may need to be revised 

as well.  These plans are incorpo-

(Continued from page 5) rated into the Central City Plan 

process. 

The City and state have ex-

plored a number of options to in-

crease capacity in this segment of 

I-5 over the years.  All of these 

assumed a level of funding far in 

excess of what is currently avail-

able.  Although some elements of 

these plans may be used in the 

current plan, the assumption is 

that the right of way will not be 

expanded.  As a result, the addi-

tional traffic lanes will have to fit 

within the current right of way.  

That will require widening of 

overpasses through the area and 

expansion in the freeway shoul-

der area.  Widening of overpasses 

is expensive, so the City is inter-

ested in ways to reduce this cost 

so that funding may be available 

for improvements to local streets 

that enhance livability.  For ex-

ample, elimination of the Flint 

Street overpass could provide 

funds to redirect freeway traffic 

away from current congested in-

tersections.  Eliot has stated its 

opposition to elimination of the 

Flint Street overpass.  Prelimi-

nary sketches for its elimination 

retain vehicle access via Tilla-

mook.  Eliot’s representative has 

demanded a pedestrian/bike over-

pass connecting to north Broad-

way as a minimum condition for 

neighborhood support.  State and 

City transportation staff will be 

developing additional sketches 

and options over the next few 

weeks.  These will be presented 

to the public in April. 

Although revisions to local 

streets and potential land use 

changes are dependent upon pro-

posals for the Blanchard Block 

and I-5, the Central City Plan 

process has developed some op-

tions.  Revisions to Williams/

Vancouver/Flint as noted above 

are one of those.  The three 

neighborhoods surrounding the 

Lloyd District support turning 

Broadway and Weidler into two-

way streets from their current one

-way flows past NE Seventh.  

The new “Loop” streetcar that 

ties inner NE and SE Portland to 

downtown will follow NE Sev-

enth through the Lloyd District, 

which makes Seventh a natural 

dividing line for a transition of 

Broadway/Weidler to two-way 

flow.  This change is expected to 

facilitate more “neighborly” con-

nections between Irvington and 

Lloyd Center.  It could also fa-

cilitate development of a pedes-

trian plaza/village center more or 

less at the old Coffee People 

(now Starbucks) site.  Improved 

connections to the Rose Quarter 

have also been proposed, includ-

ing reinforcing the connection via 

Clackamas using a pedestrian 

overpass across I-5.  The best of 

these options will be presented to 

the public in April along with 

those for I-5. ● 

W 
ho would steal a 

d o o r m a t  u n d e r 

cover of darkness?  

And who would do so repeatedly 

including during the light of day?   

That is something Pauline 

Bradford would like to know.  

Several months ago Pauline lost a 

carpet that she used as a doormat 

for many, many years.  She was 

puzzled by this, as the much used 

carpet had little value other than, 

perhaps a ground cover for a 

homeless person camping in a 

nearby park.   

Naturally, she replaced it.  A 

few weeks later it was also miss-

ing.  The third replacement went 

missing during the day.  After 

repeated questions of friends and 

neighbors, she was told that there 

are animals that will take things 

like this for their dens.   

The current carpet has re-

mained in place, thus far, perhaps 

because it is being held down by 

a chair and other objects on her 

porch.  We offer this story as 

both a warning and an invitation 

for neighbors to be on the lookout 

for an animal thief, probably a 

raccoon but maybe a coyote. ● 

Carpet Thief! 
By Mike Warwick 


